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May 24, 2007

County Offices Conference Room
224 Pine Avenue

Live Oak Florida


10:00 A.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for an emergency session to consider a Burn Ban Amendment to the Declaration of a Local State of Emergency adopted by Resolution 2007-26, due to severe dry weather and the potential for wild fires, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk; John G. Wooley, County Coordinator/Emergency Management Director and Scott Racow, Public Safety Director. Commissioner Douglas Udell was not present for the vote but arrived shortly thereafter and advised he supported the adoption of the Resolution and then departed. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present . 


Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

Mr. Wooley advised notice of the meeting had been posted at County Buildings, and the media had been advised. Ms.Vanessa Fulton of the Suwannee Democrat was present.

Mr. Wooley and Mr. Racow discussed with the Board that resources are being stretched and with various fires around the state mutual aid from other counties in the event of more fires was uncertain.  They advised that with the continuing drought and extreme dry conditions a ban on any open flame or outside use of fire or pyrotechnic items should be banned and declared as an amendment to the Local State of Emergency.
Mr. Wooley presented the Board with a proposed Resolution for amendment of the declaration of a local state of emergency (LSE) due to extreme dry weather and the threat of fires, noting the Governor had executed and Executive Order 07-86 declaring a similar state of emergency exists in the State which expires on July 2nd, 2007, and the currently proposed burn ban should be in effect through that date.

Commissioner Maxwell motioned to adopt the Resolution as written declaring an amendment to the local state of emergency in Suwannee County due the extreme dry conditions and threats of fires adding the Burn Ban to the LSE.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously by 4-0.

Deputy Clerk Tyson Attested Chairman Hatch’s execution of the Resolution and assigned Resolution Number 2007-28.  The Resolution was executed in duplicate originals with one subsequently being provided to Mr. Wooley along with several certified copies.
The Board discussed other consequences of the drought such as shortage of grass, hay, and feed for cattle. The Board requested Mr. Wooley contact the Florida Department of Agriculture reference this secondary situation that may necessitate a state of emergency.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Fowler seconded.  The motion to adjourn carried unanimously 4-0 at 3:29 p.m.
_________________________________







RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN

SUWANEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_____________________________ D.C.

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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