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May 1, 2007

Florida Sheriff’s Boy’s Ranch Cafeteria

Boy’s Ranch, Florida


9:00 a.m.



The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, Betty Carver and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 


Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Roger Bouchard, President of the Florida Sheriff’s Boy’s Ranch, led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT
	
	

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  05/01/07
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	
	
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               705,629.77 
	
	
	
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               532,367.16 
	
	
	
	
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   3,716.38 
	
	
	
	
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 14,167.83 
	
	
	
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 18,785.16 
	
	
	
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 42,496.92 
	
	
	
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                   5,705.82 
	
	
	
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   7,267.89 
	
	
	
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 10,252.00 
	
	
	
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               103,003.51 
	
	
	
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 67,251.29 
	
	
	
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 27,504.71 
	
	
	
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 31,500.00 
	
	
	
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                 25,650.00 
	
	
	
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               130,836.05 
	
	
	
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 11,499.62 
	
	
	
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-0464-489
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,737,634.11 
	
	
	
	
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was for the approval of Release of Lien for Heather Bass, S.H.I.P. Client. (See Agreement 2007-44)
Agenda Item No. 3 was for the appointment of Jerry Fortner to the Suwannee County Fire Code Board of Adjustments and Appeals, retroactive to February 16, 2007.

Agenda Item No. 4 was for the appointment of Phil Oxendine, to complete the term of George Fuller, to the Suwannee County Fire Code Board of Adjustments and Appeals.

Agenda Item No. 5 was for the reappointment of John Koch, as District 5 member, to the Suwannee County Development Authority.

Agenda Item No. 6 was for the reappointment of Joe Flanagan, as At Large member, to the Suwannee County Development Authority.

Agenda Item No. 7 was for approval of agreement with Byrd Painting, Inc., in the amount of $49,500.00, for application of roof coating for the Suwannee County Jail.  (Tabled during April 17, 2007 Board meeting.) (See Agreement 2007-43)
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
         Chairman Hatch announced that Agenda Item No’s. 8 and 9 would be heard upon the arrival of the parties involved and skipped to Agenda Item No. 10.
         Agenda Item No. 10 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the request for contribution to the March of Dimes for a Chicken and Rice Dinner Fundraiser.  


Cathy McAllister, Representative for the March of Dimes, reported that the fundraiser was to benefit premature birth babies. Ms. McAllister presented many facts about premature birth and about the history of the March of Dimes. Ms. McAllister requested the sum of Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($250.00) from the Board of County Commissioners to help defray costs of the food.

Chairman Hatch advised that the Board of County Commissioners had no funds for this purpose and proposed that the County Commissioners make voluntary donations of $50.00 each. 


The consensus of the Board was for each County Commissioner to donate Fifty Dollars ($50.00) to the March of Dimes.


At 9:15 a.m. upon the arrival of James Robinson, Chairman Hatch returned to Agenda Item No. 8. 


Agenda Item No. 8 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, the presentation of a certificate of achievement to James Robinson, 911 Coordinator, for securing grants in the amount of Ninety-Six Thousand, Seven Hundred Eighteen Dollars and Ten Cents ($96,718.10) for the E-911 Office.  
Chairman Randy Hatch presented a plaque with words of appreciation for a job well done to James Robinson for securing the grants. 

As Agenda Item No. 10 was previously heard, at 9:17 a.m. Chairman Hatch skipped to Agenda Item No. 11.
Agenda Item No. 11 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request for a partnership contribution, of five (5) cents per capita or $1,886.00, from Suwannee County.  
Dennis Cason, President – Suwannee County Economic Alliance, requested the contribution.
Commissioner Fowler advised that the Board of County Commissioners approved the concept but never heard anything and has not received a signed agreement. He further advised that the five (5) cents per capita contribution was never budgeted in Suwannee County. 

Mr. Cason advised that the County should have received such an agreement and that he had personally taken a copy to be signed to Tallahassee. 

Chairman Hatch advised that the Board required documentation.

Commissioner Caruthers observed that if outside agencies want to get into next year’s budget they should get requests in now.

Chairman Hatch advised that outside agencies had until May 15, 2007, to submit budget requests. 

Mr. Cason advised that he would locate the necessary paperwork and report back.
No action was taken by the Board.

Agenda Item No. 12 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider adoption of resolution supporting the application, by Project Evergreen, for participation in the Qualified Target Industry Tax Refund Program.  
Mr. Dennis Cason, President – Suwannee County Economic Alliance, withdrew this agenda item.

Agenda Item No. 13 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider request, from Powell & Jones, Certified Public Accounts, to extend time for delivery of audit report to June 1, 2007. 
Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, made this request on behalf of Powell & Jones, advising they were implementing new software that would provide better audit reports. Mr. Dasher further advised that outside agencies seeking budget requests should submit them before the end of business, Tuesday, May 1, 2007.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the extended time for the delivery of the audit report to June 1, 2007. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 14 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for permission to advertise for Request for Proposals (RFP) for Roof Repair for the Sheriff’s Office Criminal Division Building.  

Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, advised that this was a budgeted item and he wanted proposals from various vendors to explore various methods of correcting the problem.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to advertise for Request for Proposals for Roof Repair for the Sheriff’s Office Criminal Division Building. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

  Upon the arrival of Health Department personnel at 9:30 a.m., Chairman Hatch reverted to Agenda Item No. 9. 

Agenda Item No. 9 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for the adoption of a resolution prohibiting smoking inside and within twenty (20) feet of public entrances of all county owned facilities.  
Elizabeth Carnley, Suwannee County Tobacco Prevention Specialist–Suwannee County Health Department, requested the adoption of the resolution in order to control smoking at the Health Department.

Commissioner Fowler advised that he could not support the resolution due to the potential problems caused by the twenty (20) foot limit extending to property not owned by the County in some circumstances.

Commissioner Udell advised that he was concerned about the erosion of people’s rights and could not support the proposed Resolution.

Kenneth Dasher inquired if there had been a cost analysis for implementing such a Resolution. 


Stephanie Laidig, Step-Up Florida Healthy Communities Coordinator, reported that only the minimal cost of signs had been considered and explained some of the dangers of second hand smoke.


Commissioner Fowler moved to disapprove the proposed Resolution to control smoking within twenty (20) feet of public entrances to county owned facilities. Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.


Commissioner Caruthers inquired if it were not possible to enforce the twenty (20) foot limit administratively at the Health Department.


Ms. Laidig advised it was her understanding that only the County could impose and enforce such a rule.


Commissioner Caruthers suggested that Ms. Carnely withdraw the request and make a designated smoking area twenty (20) feet or more from the front entrance of the Health Department. 

Commissioner Udell withdrew his second to Commissioner Fowler’s motion. Commissioner Fowler withdrew his motion.


Ms. Carnley withdrew her request to approve the proposed Resolution.


Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting at 9:50 a.m.


Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting at 10:00 a.m.  and proceeded to Agenda Item No. 15.  


Agenda Item No. 15 was at 9:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the design and construction of Taxiway C, grading and fence relocation only, located at the Suwannee County Airport. (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-06).

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, opened the sealed bids and read the bidders’ names and bids. They were:


1. Curt’s Construction of White Springs, Florida

-
$253,060.00


2. Anderson Columbia of Lake City, Florida 

-
$367,440.00


3. Music Construction Inc, of Live Oak, Florida

-
$334,825.00


4. James Wilkerson Construction Inc, Trenton Florida
-
$163,720.00

Chairman Hatch referred the matter to the Bid Review Committee for consideration and recommendation.

Agenda Item No. 16 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the Resealing of Asphalt Parking Lot located at the Live Oak Library.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-07)  

Kristie Harrison, advised that there was only one bid. Ms. Harrison opened the sealed bid and read the name of the bidder. It was, M.A. Mathis Asphalt, Seal Coating and Maintenance, Inc. of Lake City, Florida. The amount of the bid was Five Thousand Two Hundred and Ninety Dollars ($5,290.00.).
Chairman Hatch referred the matter to the Bid Review Committee for review and recommendation.

Agenda Item No. 17 was At 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for Class III Landfill Disposal Services.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-08) 

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised that there was only one bid. Mr. Sikes opened the sealed bid and read the name of the bidder and the amount of the bid.

The bidder was Star Environmental Services of Live Oak, Florida and the amount was Fifteen Dollars and Eighty Cents ($15.80) per ton.


There was a discussion about whether it would be more cost effective to seek bids by the cubic yard rather than by the ton.


Mr. Sikes advised it was far more cost effective to contract by the ton.


Commissioner Hatch referred the matter to the Bid Review Committee for review and recommendation.



Agenda Item No. 18 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for Request for Painting of Traffic Stripes. (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-09)  

Mr. Sikes opened and read the bidder’s name and bid amounts of the single bid received. Mr. Sikes announced that the bidder was Jenkins Painting, Inc. of Chiefland, Florida. He read a breakdown of the bid amounts by stripe size, type and color. 

Chairman Hatch referred the matter to the Bid Review Committee for review and recommendation.

GENERAL BUSINESS:
Agenda Item No. 19 was the Chairman calls for emergency items.  

There were no Emergency Agenda additions.

Agenda Item No. 20 was approval of minutes of meeting held on April 3, 2007.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the minutes of the April 3, 2007 Board meeting and Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 21 was Public Concerns and Comments.  

Tony Cameron, Suwannee County Sheriff, thanked the Board of County Commissioners for coming to the Florida Sheriff’s Boy’s Ranch as part of the celebration of the Fiftieth (50th) Anniversary of the Ranch’s founding. 
Commissioner Fowler thanked Sheriff Cameron for inviting the Board to the Boy’s Ranch. He further advised that he had been pleased to come to the Boy’s Ranch for various functions for the entire 50 year period.

Agenda Item No. 22 was Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, to present report. There was no report.

Agenda Item No. 23 was Constitutional Officer’s Reports.

There were no reports.

Agenda Item No. 24 was Staff Reports

(A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, reported that the Live Oak City Council agreed to be the applicant on the grant to fund the Perimeter Road project and that he would work with the City to draft the appropriate Inter-local Agreements. Mr. Wooley reported that the Governor had signed a bill to begin a Sales Tax Holiday for hurricane supplies on June 1, 2007. He also reported that the County will display banners encouraging awareness for emergencies such as hurricanes and forest fires. Mr. Wooley continued his report by saying that the Legislature had approved an increase in the Homestead Exemption for senior citizens to Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) and the Board may want to consider that for Suwannee County. He reported that he had met with representatives from the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) to try to find a resolution to differences concerning the urban boundary issue in the northern portion of Suwannee County. He stated that he would meet again with DCA on Thursday, May 03, 2007.
Chairman Hatch observed that one problem leading to tax revolts was the State’s policy of “highest and best use” of property as a standard for assessing value as opposed to the “traditional and current use” standard. 

(B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated that he had no report unless the Board had questions.
Commissioner Udell inquired if it would not be advisable to clear the right-of-way for the Lake Louise Boat Ramp and Park.


Mr. Sikes advised that clearing the right-of-way too soon could result in the public using the right-of-way prematurely and expenses that would not be eligible for refund under grants yet to be obtained. He further advised that he would take steps to schedule the work. 


There was a discussion about the relative merits of paying for solid waste disposal by the ton or by the cubic yard and Mr. Sikes again advised that it was much better to pay by the ton.


(C)Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, had no report.

(D) John D. Hales, Jr. Director of Libraries, reported that the Summer Youth Program was gearing up and that he was looking for Teen Volunteers who can get Community Service credits for their work. He also reported that the Library had an open position for an entry level person with computer knowledge. Mr. Hales reported further that he had just returned from Seattle, Washington where he attended a meeting of the Gates Advisory Board and that the Library was eligible for three (3) more years of assistance from the Gates Foundation which helps provide computers, thus saving the County money.


(E) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had no report.


(F) Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, provided copies of a Suwannee Parks & Recreation 2007 Summer Program Guide. He also presented a proposal from 
A1 Assets of Florida, to enter an Agreement with Suwannee County to recycle and or sell surplus electronic equipment for the County. 


Chairman Hatch advised that since other companies may be interested in providing this service he thought a Request for Proposals would be in order. 


Mr. Scott then reported that State Tournaments would be held in Live Oak this July. He also reported that there were open positions at the pool, the day camp and in concessions. He reported further that the Recreation Department had hosted a tourism development group, Original Florida, at the Sports Plex and that they had been very impressed with the facility. Mr. Scott advised that he was looking at grants to build boat ramps at several sites. 

Chairman Hatch observed that Dixie County had been able to repair boat ramps using a technique that was very cost effective and advised Mr. Scott to contact authorities there for details. 

Agenda Item No. 25 was for permission to submit two (2) applications to the United States Department of Homeland Security, Assistance to Firefighters Grants (AFG); one (1) for the Operations and Safety Program, and one (1) for the Vehicle Acquisition Program.  

Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, asked for permission to submit the applications. Mr. Racow reported the local matching funds for these were in the budget.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the submission of the two (2) grant applications as requested. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 26 was for approval to advertise for sealed bids for the sale of surplus vehicles, not sold at auction, as salvage.  

Scott Racow requested approval to advertise for the bids.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the advertisement for the sealed bids as requested and Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 27 was for the declaration of four (4) Automated External Defibrillators (AED) as surplus property, and approval to dispose of same. 

Scott Racow, requested the declaration of the AED’s as surplus property and disposal of same.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the declaration of the AED’s as surplus and approval for their disposal. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 28 was for approval of the construction plans for Drew Acres Subdivision in District 5. 

T. Jerry Sikes recommended approval.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the construction plans of Drew Acres Subdivision as requested and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 29 was for approval of construction plans for Aspen Hills Subdivision in District 1. 
T. Jerry Sikes reported there was an issue concerning this request for approval.

There was a proportionate share mitigation issue and the developer had submitted a cost of Eighty-One Thousand, Six Hundred Dollars and Sixty-Two Cents ($81,600.62) for their portion.


Commissioner Caruthers inquired if the developer’s share was one hundred percent (100%).


Mr. Sikes advised that it was.


Commissioner Caruthers inquired as to what would happen if the developer finished construction and then did not have the money to pay their proportionate share.

Tori Musgrove, GTC Design Group Project Manager, advised that the lots could not be sold until the final plat was approved by the Board of County Commissioners.


Commissioner Caruthers advised that there should not be any construction until the proportionate share money was received by the Clerk of Court as there are loopholes to sell lots or acreage prior to approval of the final plat. 


Ms. Musgrove advised that the project was for eighty-seven (87) lots and phasing of the paving portion of the project had been considered. 


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the construction plans contingent upon the Clerk of the Circuit Court receiving the $81,600.62 before construction started. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 30 was to discuss, with possible Board action, right-of-way acquisition for the Walker Street project. 

T. Jerry Sikes reported that the property owner would sell a portion of their property for the west side of the right-of-way. He further reported that another survey and appraisal would be required. 

Commissioner Fowler inquired if there were any more rights-of-way needed on that side of the street. 

Mr. Sikes advised that there were none in the County but there may be a few in the City.

Commissioner Caruthers encouraged Mr. Sikes to move the project ahead because it would be beneficial for the project to be completed before the beginning of the next school year as a public safety issue. 

Mr. Sikes advised that he would consult with the County Attorney to secure the necessary survey and appraisal. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the acquisition of the right-of-way as requested and Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting at 11:05 a.m.

Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting at 11:15 a.m.

Agenda Item No. 31 was for approval to advertise for Request for Proposals (RFP) for additional consultants for the Airport.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, requested approval to advertise for RFP’s. He advised that Federal Aviation Authority funds amounting to One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150.000.00) would not be available 
soon and that the additional consultant was needed to seek new sources for replacement funds. He advised the consultants would be paid only from grant funds they secured for the County.
There was a discussion concerning general aviation and possible revenue sources.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the advertisement of the RFP for additional consultants for the Airport as requested and Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 32 was for permission to advertise for bids for the Construction of a twelve (12) place T-Hangar (T-Hangar C) at the Airport.  
Donald Robinson requested permission to advertise for these bids. 
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the advertisement for bids for the T-Hangar construction. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 33 was for Emergency Agenda Items. There were none.

Agenda Item No. 34 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments. 
Chairman Hatch thanked the Boy’s Ranch staff for hosting the Board of County Commissioners meeting. Other Commissioners expressed their appreciation for the Boy’s Ranch hospitality and several expressed their desire to have more meetings in other areas of the County. 

Mr. Bouchard thanked the Board of County Commissioners for holding the meeting at the Boy’s Ranch and invited all in attendance to have a complimentary lunch at the Cafeteria. 
Commissioner Udell observed that the attendance of the public did not seem to be enhanced by the meeting site. He inquired as to the purpose of holding the meeting outside Live Oak adding that if it was to encourage public participation it seemed not to have worked.

Commissioner Caruthers advised that the purpose for holding the meeting at the Boy’s Ranch was to call attention to the Fiftieth (50th) Anniversary of the founding of the Boy’s Ranch. 
Sheriff Cameron observed that the video tape of the meeting would be shown on the cable television system and would be seen by many people and so the meeting location would be a success because of the recognition it will provide for the Boy’s Ranch. He noted many new County residents were not familiar with the Boy’s Ranch.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting and the motion was seconded by Commissioner Maxwell. The motion carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 

_________________________________
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RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

_____________________________ D.C.

ATTEST:

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Page xxx

