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April 3, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak Florida


9:00 a.m.



The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, Betty Carver and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 


Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Caruthers led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
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	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT
	
	

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  04/03/07
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	
	
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $             1,134,316.94 
	
	
	
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               519,520.95 
	
	
	
	
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   3,784.32 
	
	
	
	
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 47,364.18 
	
	
	
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 28,713.82 
	
	
	
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 47,950.35 
	
	
	
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   3,466.53 
	
	
	
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 18,650.84 
	
	
	
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               107,070.03 
	
	
	
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 64,806.04 
	
	
	
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 39,281.09 
	
	
	
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 30,689.12 
	
	
	
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                   6,859.38 
	
	
	
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-0390-418
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,052,473.59 
	
	
	
	
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was for the reappointment of Elizabeth Elliott to the Suwannee County S.H.I.P. Task Force Committee, retroactive to December 5, 2006.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Consent Agenda Item Nos. 1 & 2.

Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 3 was At 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss, with possible Board action, presentation from 4-H Shooting Sports.  
Rudy Reimsnyder, Leader, introduced Mary Ward who explained that the students involved in the 4-H Shooting Sports Program wished to save a pond which is located behind the Extension Office. She provided photographs of the pond and explained that the pond would be like a park and used by the students for study and recreation.
There was a discussion about invasive species removal, liability insurance which is provided through 4-H, and the need to remove dead trees before students begin work. 

Commissioner Udell moved to approve allowing the 4-H Shooting Sports Program to clean up and improve the pond.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 4 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, presentation of Citizens for Positive Progress, a political action committee for human and animal rights.  
Anna Smith, read a statement of the Citizens for Positive Progress’ purpose including a list of concerns about Animal Control Policies. Ms. Smith also read the 
group’s Mission Statement. She provided a list of things that need improvement in Animal Control administration and facilities.

Chairman Hatch received the list for further review.

Agenda Item No. 5 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, adoption of resolution proclaiming the Month of April, 2007 as Child Abuse Prevention Month.  

Jennie Lyons, Vivid Visions, provided statistics of child abuse in Suwannee County and explained the impact to victims and to society. She asked for a proclamation declaring April, 2007 as Child Abuse Prevention Month.
Tammy Mobley, Chairperson of the Suwannee County Juvenile Justice Council reported that April 2, 2007 through April 9, 2007 was Juvenile Justice Week.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve a proclamation declaring April 2007 as Child Abuse Prevention Month. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2007-22)
Agenda Item No. 6 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss, with possible Board action, request for permission to discuss identity theft protection program with county employees.  
Joseph Graziano, Pre-Paid Legal Services, Inc., requested that the Board grant permission for Pre-Paid Legal Services, Inc. to present their program to county employees who would have an opportunity to purchase the service for Twelve Dollars and Ninety-Five Cents ($12.95) per month. He also explained the scope and some of the dangers of identity theft. He added that the presentation could be made to small groups and would take fifteen (15) to twenty (20) minutes each session. 

Commissioner Maxwell expressed concern that there are many companies selling things that would like an opportunity to speak to county employees and that approving this request could create problems with those other companies requesting similar privileges. 
There was a discussion about how the employees could be notified to meet with Mr. Graziano and whether such a meeting should be on County time or after hours. 

Commissioner Udell expressed concern that allowing the presentations during work hours would constitute subsidizing the vendor. 

Mr. Graziano suggested that presentations could be made during the Open Enrollment period which is available for health and other insurance updates. 

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised that there should be no problems allowing the presentations during the Open Enrollment period.

Chairman Hatch announced that it was the consensus of the Board that Mr. Graziano could put up a booth during Open Enrollment which is annually in October.
Agenda Item No. 7 was  at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of job descriptions and pay scales for the following casual/seasonal employees for the Recreation Department:

a) Day Camp Counselor

b) Day Camp Coordinator

c) Lifeguard

d) Senior Lifeguard

e) Pool Manager
Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, recommended approval of the job description and pay scale changes. He added that the Lifeguard, Senior Lifeguard and Pool Manager positions would require specialized training added to the descriptions.

There was a discussion of the work hour limits required for Casual Employees and the difference between Casual Employees and Temporary Employees.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve as requested and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

The meeting was recessed at 9:50 a.m.

The meeting was reconvened at 10:05 a.m.

Agenda Item No. 8 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, approval to advertise for bids for resealing and re-striping of parking lot at the Library.    

Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, reported that funding to pay for the project was available in the Library’s general budget. 
Commissioner Udell moved to approve as requested and Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 9 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider recommendation of Bid Review Committee in awarding of Bid Solicitation No. 2007-02, painting of exterior walls for Suwannee County Jail.  (Bids were opened during March 20, 2007 Board meeting.)  
Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, reported that the Bid Review Committee had determined that Facelift Painting was the responsive low bidder.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve awarding the bid to Face Lift Painting, Inc., and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 10 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider recommendation of Bid Review Committee in awarding of Bid Solicitation No. 2007-03, roof coating project for Suwannee County Jail.  (Bids were opened during March 20, 2007 Board meeting.)  
Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, reported that the Bid Review Committee had determined that Byrd Painting Inc. was the responsive low bidder.
Steve Sharpless, reported that all three of the low bidders had proposed using Uniflex for the roof coating and that a manufacturer representative will be in attendance during application to certify the work. 

Commissioner Udell moved to approve awarding the bid to Byrd Painting Inc., and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 11 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider recommendation of Bid Review Committee in awarding of Bid Solicitation No. 2007-04, seven (7) tandem motor graders for the Public Works Department.  (Bids were opened during March 20, 2007 Board meeting.)  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported that Ring Power had submitted the only responsive bid. He also reported that the smaller machines specified in the bid solicitation were no longer available so larger machines would have to be substituted. The larger machines cost more than the smaller ones. He advised that Ring Power had provided two options. The available tandem motor graders cost Seventy-Six Thousand, Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four Dollars ($76,964.00) more than the original bid price. Option 1 is that increased amount could be added to the original bid. Mr. Sikes added that Option 2 was that Ring Power would reduce the purchase price of the bigger motor graders by $76,964.00 and then reduce the buy-back amount by the same figure at the end of the contract for those machines. 
Commissioner Udell moved to approve Option 2.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 12 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss, with possible Board action, a request to donate one (1) surplus vehicle per year to the Suwannee-Hamilton Technical Center, Auto Tech/Auto Body Department, and consider request for letter of support for attendance at Regional Competition in April, 2007.  
Joe Ragan, Instructor of Auto Body at Suwannee-Hamilton Technical Center, explained that donated late model vehicles allow teaching on relevant equipment and does not compete with local businesses. 
Hal A. Airth, County Attorney advised that any surplus vehicles would need to be donated to the Suwannee County School Board who would then assign them to the Technical Center. 

Commissioner Udell moved to approve donating one (1) surplus vehicle per year to the Suwannee County School Board for use by the Suwannee-Hamilton Technical Center, Auto Tech/Auto Body Department, and Commissioner Caruthers seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Bob Makela, Skills U.S.A., reported that Suwannee-Hamilton Technical Center students in his program could receive special training and work for the County which would benefit the students and reduce costs for the County. He reported that Skills U.S.A. has provided workers for the sports complex and could perform duties at the animal shelter. 
Commissioner Udell inquired if the students could work on private property.

Mr. Makela advised that they could if there was a contractor.

Chairman Hatch suggested that Mr. Makela coordinate efforts with John Wooley, County Coordinator.
GENERAL BUSINESS:

Agenda Item No. 14 was the Chairman calls for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 32, Emergency Agenda Items.)

Two Emergency Agenda Items were proposed:

A. Discuss, with possible Board action, direction from Board on how to proceed with property appraisals for insured County buildings.

B. Consider approval of agreement with Florida Department of Transportation, for 

the widening and resurfacing of County Road 248 (from State Road 249 to State Road 247).


Commissioner Fowler moved to approve adding Emergency Items A. and B. to the Agenda and Commissioner Caruthers seconded. The motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 15 was to approve minutes of workshop held on March 20, 2007, and of regular meeting held on March 20, 2007.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the minutes as written and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 16 was for Public Concerns and Comments. No one came forward.


Agenda Item No. 17 was Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, to present report. There was no report.


Agenda Item No. 18 was Constitutional Officers’ Reports. There were no reports.

Agenda Item No. 19 was Staff Reports.

(a) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator reported in response to a question from Commissioner Udell that the County could proceed with a permit to install a culvert at the Arlie K. Townsend Boat Ramp and Park. 

Commissioner Caruthers advised against proceeding at this time.


Mr. Wooley reported that he was looking into grants to assist with construction.

(b) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.


(c) Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, had no report.


(d) J. Danny Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, reported that there was an open position for Aide II. It is advertised in-house but may become an open advertisement. He reported that the grant application for the proposed library facility in Dowling Park was sent off to the State. He added that ten thousand (10,000) people live within a ten (10) mile radius of Dowling Park. Seven thousand nine hundred (7,900) of them are in Suwannee County. He also reported that there is an art display at the library in Live Oak. He added that the Branford Photography Club had given a framed print by John Moran to the library in honor of Gilbert Bernardo. He reported further that the library will soon have wireless fidelity (Wi-Fi) capability to be used for in-house training and will be available to other County departments. 

(e) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported that he has taken steps to begin negotiations with the Florida Department of Community Affairs concerning changes to the Comprehensive Plan. He also reported that he has not had contact with Mr. Tracy Dowdy concerning last month’s Volunteer Fire Governing Board action.


(f) Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, reported that he had been to Wellborn last week to meet with people there about their recreation needs and desires. He reported that the meeting went well and he expects to visit other areas also to get community input. He stated that growth management and open space were among the concerns of the people in Wellborn. He added that he is open to suggestions for places to meet with the public. He reported further that there are now five hundred (500) boys and girls in baseball and softball. He recommended planning parks ahead of population growth as a wise policy that has been successful in other areas.

The meeting recessed at 10:50 a.m.


The meeting reconvened at 11:00 a.m.


Agenda Item No. 13 was at 11:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss, with possible Board action, county policies regarding animal control.  
   Rebecca Baldry, Vice President and Secretary of the Animal Control Governing Board (ACGB), read an opening statement which included a list of grievances concerning the administration of Animal Control.

Commissioner Caruthers observed that he did not remember the Board agreeing to abide by Animal Control Governing Board by-laws.

   Chairman Hatch observed that he had served on the ACGB and remembers that Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) was allotted for operations and Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) was allotted for construction and infrastructure. He stated that the by-laws were not inconsistent with the goals of the Board or the Sheriff. He added that before the current system was in place, the County was spending Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars ($35,000.00) per year on animal control and it still is. He added that he hoped Animal Control would achieve new milestones of success, that it has evolved over the years and that new operational realities must be addressed.

Commissioner Caruthers observed that Sheriff Tony Cameron was allocating Ninety Thousand Dollars ($90,000.00) per year on animal control in addition to what the Board provided.


Tony Cameron, Suwannee County Sheriff, reported that he expends funds from his budget for animal control as a service to the community. He stated that he budgets Eighty-Five Thousand Dollars ($85,000.00) per year and on the next budget there needs to be an agreement as to who will pay any amount over that. He added further that he has purchased a truck in the amount of Thirteen Thousand Dollars ($13,000.00) and spent about Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) in payroll out of law enforcement funds during the year on animal control. He advised the Board that he was willing to surrender control of animal control to the Board if that was the Board’s wish. 
   Commissioner Maxwell observed that one of the issues raised in Ms. Baldry’s statement was Compensatory Time (comp time) used by the Animal Control Officers and that the Sheriff must see to it that that time is used in accordance with the law to prevent possible lawsuits in which the County would be liable.


Sheriff Cameron asked for specific guidance concerning Animal Control administration.

Chairman Hatch advised that the animal control effort has always been a law enforcement effort with Sheriff’s oversight. He observed that the paid personnel at the shelter were employees of the Sheriff.

Sheriff Cameron stated that the shelter needs to be expanded but that the expansion had to be within the existing financial capabilities. He added that a full time position was needed.

Cathy Furlo inquired if the use of so much comp time did not prove the need for a full time person at the shelter? 

Chairman Hatch pointed out that the large amount of comp time accrued under the previous sheriff and that it should not be a recurring problem.

Sheriff Cameron advised that he was trying to have patrol officers take some types of calls in order not to overburden the Animal Control Officers. He added that such a change in procedure could help prevent excessive comp time.

Janis Hunter, Animal Control Officer, reported that there were some supervisors on duty who did not know what questions to ask on animal calls which resulted in unnecessary call outs of the Animal Control Officers. 
There was a discussion about how calls are received and assigned, the kind of instructions given to officers and the amount of security deposits placed on traps supplied by the shelter. 

Commissioner Udell advised against taking the Sheriff out of Animal Control administration.

Chairman Hatch observed that the ACGB was charged with the day to day operation of the shelter but the Sheriff hires the Animal Control employees who are also members of the ACGB. He added that it was his understanding that the ACGB was delegated to run day to day operations of the County Animal Shelter.
There was a discussion by several Animal Control volunteers about difficulties they felt they encountered in dealing with Mary Maxwell who is a Deputy Sheriff assigned by Sheriff Cameron to Animal Control administrative duties. An assertion was made that Ms. Maxwell was “out of her scope of knowledge” and that her duties in animal control were a conflict of interest because Commissioner Billy Maxwell is her husband.
Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised that Ms. Maxwell’s assignment to Animal Control duties did not present any conflict of interest issues.

Ms. Baldry suggested that Ms. Maxwell needs training and reminded the Board that the ACGB had an agreement with the Board of County Commissioners to run the shelter.

Sheriff Cameron pointed out that Ms. Maxwell was fully trained and is certified.

Chairman Hatch reiterated that there was no doubt that the Sheriff was in charge of his employees.

Commissioner Caruthers read Article 2, Section A of the ACGB bylaws concerning the collection and distribution of fees and expressed concern that the adoption fees should not be turned over to the ACGB as a 501 (c) (3) corporation but should be turned over to the Board for budget allocation. 
Chairman Hatch recommended that the County Attorney look into the law concerning animal adoption fees and advise the Board. 

Commissioner Maxwell observed that allegations made by some Animal Control Governing Board members about his public statements concerning euthanasia were false.

The meeting recessed at 12:15 p.m.

The meeting reconvened at 1:18 p.m.

Agenda Item No. 20 was to consider for approval the sale of Amkus Extrication equipment to Lake City Fire Department for $12,500.00.  
Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, recommended the sale. 
There was a discussion about the sale price and the equipment’s incompatibility with Suwannee County Fire Department’s system.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the sale of Amkus Extrication equipment to Lake City Fire Department for $12,500.00 and Commissioner Maxwell seconded.

The motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 21 was to consider request to change part-time/casual Paramedic/Firefighter pay scale that is currently at the pay range of $13.00 to $16.00 to $12.21 to $16.00.  
  Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, recommended the change.
  Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve to change part-time/casual Paramedic/Firefighter pay scale that is currently at the pay range of $13.00 to $16.00 to $12.21 to $16.00.  and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 22 was to discuss, with possible Board action, policy regarding billing for emergency response calls.  
Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, reported that there had been a chlorine leak at the Advent Christian Village and that he had requested assistance from a member of the Wellborn Volunteer Fire Department who had the required HazMat qualifications.
He added that the Wellborn Volunteer Fire Department was attempting to bill Advent Christian Village and he requested guidance in policy and procedure. 


Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised that volunteers responding to an emergency call are for all practical purposes acting as County agents and any billing should be done by the County. He added that the Wellborn Volunteer Fire Department should not be allowed to bill Advent Christian Village and would provide a written statement to that effect for the Board.


Commissioner Fowler pointed out that the people of Dowling Park pay the Fire 

Assessment Tax. 


Mr. Racow also reported that during the last Board meeting there had been a discussion about the display of red and blue lights on the personal vehicles of volunteer firefighters and that the issue included not only lights that were in an operational mode but also lights that were merely visibly displayed. He added that there had been an accident during the past week that involved a volunteer firefighter with such lights displayed  and that the incident resulted in some publicity.


Tracy Dowdy, Volunteer Fire Governing Board member, advised that the individual involved in the incident was not a volunteer firefighter or in any way associated with the local Volunteer Fire Departments but carried a volunteer firefighter badge. 

Mr. Racow expressed his intention to consult with Hal A. Airth, County Attorney to  prepare a proposed ordinance or resolution restricting the use of red and blue lights on volunteer firefighters’ personal vehicles.
Agenda Item No. 20  approval the sale of Amkus Extrication equipment to Lake City Fire Department for $12,500.00 was reconsidered.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to reconsider Agenda Item No. 20 and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to declare as surplus the Amkus Extrication equipment and Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to sell the surplus equipment to the Lake City Fire Department for the sum of Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($12,500.00) and to put the money into the Fire Equipment Budget. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 23 was to discuss, with possible Board action, the request of the Code Enforcement Board regarding the code violation non-compliance by Charlie Horne.  (Tabled during March 20, 2007 Board meeting.)  
  Commissioner Caruthers moved to release the lien and Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 24 was to discuss, with possible Board action, authorization to purchase an asphalt reclamation machine. 
    T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, recommended the purchase at a price of Ninety-Six Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($96,950.00). He added that the equipment could pay for itself during two upcoming road resurfacing projects. 

Chairman Hatch offered to pay for the equipment out of District 5 funds to be paid back after the 208th Street Project was completed. 


Commissioner Caruthers advised that it may be less confusing to pay for the equipment out of budgeted revenue and have that repaid at the end of the project. 


Mr. Sikes stated he would like to keep both payment options available.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Sole Source purchase of the equipment with Board funds to be repaid with project funds. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 25 was for the adoption of resolution accepting maintenance of roads with Winding Forest Subdivision in District 3.  (Preliminary plat approved 11-03-04; Final plat approved 10-18-05; new rule created by BCC for accepting maintenance of roads was approved on 11-18-06).

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, introduced the item.
Commissioner Caruthers stated the Resolution should be reworded as it seems to imply that the County is accepting a private road which is not the case.

Chairman Hatch suggested striking the words “for the ownership and maintenance of private roads by the County; and” from the second paragraph of the proposed Resolution. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to amend the proposed Resolution as suggested by Chairman Hatch. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2007-23)
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the amended Resolution and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 26 was for permission to surplus the following equipment for auction from the Public Works Department:

a)      Polaris 4-wheeler
#4XAAA42A8VC001800

b)    Polaris 60” mower
#97343015

c)    Polaris 60” mower
#97343016

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, recommended approval.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve surplusing the equipment as requested and Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 27 was to consider request to surplus two (2) parcels of real property, Parcel No. 12-04s-12e-10601004000 and Parcel No. 08-03s-11e-11383020050.  
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, recommended approval. He reported that he intended to seek sealed bids from adjacent property owners of Parcel No. 12-04s-12e-10601004000, as provided for in Florida Statutes and County Policy as it is not suitable for a building permit to be issued. Commissioner Fowler moved to approve as requested, and Commissioner Caruthers seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 28 was for permission to advertise for bids for earth work for Taxiway C located at the Suwannee County Airport. 
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager made the request.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve advertising for bids for earth work for Taxiway C located at the Suwannee County Airport and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 29 was to consider approval of Supplemental Agreement with Earth Tech for design of T-Hangar C at the Airport.  
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, recommended approval.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve a Supplemental Agreement with Earth Tech for design of T-Hangar C at the Airport and Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement 2007-35)
Agenda Item No. 30 was for approval to retain County Engineer, Curtis Keen, to provide engineering services for the Live Oak Train Depot. 
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, recommended approval.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve to retain County Engineer, Curtis Keen, to provide engineering services for the Live Oak Train Depot and Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 31 was to discuss, with possible Board action, approval of agreement for Transportation Regional Incentive Program (TRIP) for County Road 252.  
Chairman Randy Hatch reported that he had talked with Columbia County Commissioners and that there is a Master Agreement with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council including all the surrounding counties. He added that the Agreement was necessary to secure funding for the 2009 – 2010 funding cycle.
Commissioner Fowler inquired if this project could include the portion of County Road 252 running west of State Road 51 to Dowling Park.

Mr. Sikes advised that the portion of the road west of State Road 51 was 152nd Street and was not considered a part of County Road 252. 

Chairman Hatch recommended getting an agreement with Lafayette County to help facilitate work on 152nd Street. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve and Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item 32 A was to discuss with possible Board action, direction from Board, on how to proceed with property appraisals for insured County buildings.

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, advised that changes in the number and nature of properties to be assessed caused American Appraisal Associates to adjust their rate to One Hundred Sixty-Three Dollars ($163.00) per parcel. 

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the rate change to $163.00 per parcel. by the sole responsive bidder American Appraisal Associates and Commissioner Caruthers seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 32 B was to consider approval of an agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation, for the widening and resurfacing of County Road 248 (from State Road 249 to State Road 247).

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director recommended approval.

Chairman Hatch observed that this was a standard agreement for a State project using Federal money.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation, for the widening and resurfacing of County Road 248 (from State Road 249 to State Road 247) and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously. (Agreement No. Pending)
Agenda Item No. 33 was for Board Members Inquiries, Requests and Comments.


Chairman Hatch observed that he had been to a Legislative Committee meeting in which several Legislators remarked about how bad a bill was and then voted to send it to the floor anyway.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn and Commissioner Fowler seconded.

The motion carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m.  
_________________________________

WITNESSED BY:



RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN

SUWANEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

_____________________________ D.C.

ATTEST:

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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