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March 20, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak Florida


4:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 


Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.


Five students of the Branford Future Farmers of America made a presentation on the benefits and dangers of a possible transfer of fresh water from the Suwannee River to south Florida.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
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	INVOICES
	
	
	

	       
	                        TO BE APPROVED  03/20/07
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	
	
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $             1,398,324.87 
	
	
	
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 58,209.30 
	
	
	
	
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                 10,917.87 
	
	
	
	
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       53.15 
	
	
	
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 18,460.91 
	
	
	
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 63,208.34 
	
	
	
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 12,190.26 
	
	
	
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               266,393.95 
	
	
	
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 84,073.98 
	
	
	
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 38,798.36 
	
	
	
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 24,975.00 
	
	
	
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                   1,846.00 
	
	
	
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               102,045.11 
	
	
	
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 67,221.59 
	
	
	
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                       27.58 
	
	
	
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-0349-389
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,146,746.27 
	
	
	
	
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was approval of resolution officially naming the boat ramp located on the Suwannee River at mile marker number 148 as the Deese/Howard Boat Ramp.

Agenda Item No. 3 was appointment of Daniel Toelken, from District 4, to replace James Cooper on the Construction Industry Licensing Board, term shall begin retroactive to November 22, 2006.
Agenda Item No. 4 was approval of road construction plans for Pines of Pennington East Subdivision in District 4.

Agenda Item No. 5 was approval of road construction plans for Pines of Pennington West Subdivision in District 4.

Agenda Item No. 6 was approval of road construction plans for Pennington Oaks Subdivision in District 4.
Agenda Item No.7 was approval of letter of support endorsing Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. efforts to attain additional funding from Rural Development for the Housing Preservation Program.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Commissioner 
Maxwell seconded and it carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discussion regarding the construction of the Truck By-Pass route on the east side of the City of Live Oak.  
Chairman Hatch briefly explained the project adding that the main issue was to connect the two state highways, US 129 and US 90 by going around Live Oak.

Robert Farley, Live Oak City Administrator, reported that the By-Pass Task Force was considering alignment and wetland issues and would develop an appropriate alignment for the roadway. 

Dennis Cason, President of the Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce, reported that a company was doing a preliminary engineering survey to help determine the route of the by-pass least disturbing to people’s property.

In response to Chairman Hatch’s question as to the source of funding for the by-pass rights of way, Mr. Farley said that the alignment inside the Live Oak City limits would use existing city utility rights of way. He added that existing County road and utility rights of way would also be used as much as possible.

Mr. Farley reported that as soon as The Florida Department of Transportation provides enough information he will consult with T. Jerry Sikes, Suwannee County Public Works Director, to determine the possible impact of this project on current paving projects. 
Chairman Hatch reported that he had recently been to Washington D.C. to seek support for this and other projects and had been told that there was no Federal money available as there is no Federal budget at this time. 

Bill Henderson, Florida Department of Transportation, reported that the by-pass will be a County road but benefits the State. He added that there are County Incentive Grant Program funds available and encouraged the County to apply for them. He advised the Board to be cautious of Federal funding. 

Chairman Hatch inquired if Transportation Regional Incentive Program (TRIP) or Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) funds were available for the project.
Mr. Henderson advised that no funds were available at this time but that the next opportunity to apply would probably be in May 2007.

Commissioner Fowler asked when State funding would be needed for the Walker Street project.
Katrina Ross, Florida Department of Transportation responded that new requests could be made in August 2007. She added that the Walker Street project should be finished though funding for the by-pass could be applied for in August 2007. 

Mr. Greg McNeir, property owner, offered to donate one half (1/2) acre of land for a truck turnaround as part of the by-pass project. 

There was a discussion about whether or not donated land could be used as part of the matching funds required of the County for use of grant money.

Mr. Henderson reported that donated land could qualify as part of the match. 

Chairman Hatch advised that the Board and Task Force need an alignment work product for the by-pass. He added that when the work product is available County and City representatives will consult with Mr. Henderson to determine the best alignment.


Agenda Item No. 9 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, open bids for painting of exterior walls for the Suwannee County Jail.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-02).
Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, opened the bids. They were:

1. Face Lift Painting Inc. of Live Oak, 
Florida 


$28,000.00

2. Pro Tech Coatings Specialists, Inc. of Lake City, Florida

$60,328.00

3. Byrd Painting Inc. of Live Oak, Florida



$45,500.00
4. Victor Construction of Tarpon Springs, Florida. The bid was late and unopened.

5. William Scott Construction of Lake City, Florida

          $106,754.74


6. Creative Interiors LLC of Lake City, Florida


$40,700.00

7. Donovan Industrial of Ponte Vedra, Florida


          $195,000.00

Chairman Hatch referred the bids to the Bid Review Committee for recommendation.

Agenda Item No. 10 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, open bids for roof coating project for the Suwannee County Jail.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-03)  

Kristie Harrison opened the bids which were:
1. Victor Construction Corporation of Tarpon Springs, Florida. The bid was late     

      and was not opened.

2. William Scott Construction Inc. of Lake City, Florida

$131,310.00

3. Creative Interiors LLC of Lake City, Florida


$109,500.00

4. Byrd Painting of Live Oak, Florida



  $49,500.00

5. Face Lift Painting Inc. of Live Oak, Florida


  $55,000.00

6. Pro Tech Coatings Specialists of Lake City, Florida

  $58,375.00

7. L.K. Roof Coatings & Maintenance of Old Town, Florida
  $87,753.00

8. Roof USA LLC of Tallahassee, Florida



$106,640.00

9. Southland Contracting Inc. of Tallahassee, Florida

$128,500.00

10. Sunlife Systems International, Inc. of Charlotte, North Carolina  $74,655.00

11. Jay Register Co. Inc. of Orange Park, Florida


$119,500.00

12. Donovan Industrial Services of Ponte Vedra, Florida

$186,000.00

13. Bel-Mac Roofing, Inc. of Santa Rosa, Florida


$149,330.00

Chairman Hatch referred the bids to the Bid Review Committee for 
recommendation. 

Agenda Item No. 11 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be 
heard, open bids for electric door replacement for the Suwannee County Jail.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-04)
Kristie Harrison opened and announced the single bid for the project which was:

1. Florida Detention Systems, Inc. of Melrose, Florida

$14,600.00

Chairman Hatch referred the bid to the Bid Review Committee for 

recommendation.

Agenda Item No. 12 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, open bids for property appraisals for insurance on county owned property.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-05)  


Kristie Harrison opened and announced the single bid for the project which was:


1. American Appraisal Associates of Atlanta, Georgia

$10,800.00,

   or a per parcel price of $140.00 each.


Chairman Hatch referred the bid to the Bid Review Committee for recommendation.


There was a discussion about how this bid was advertised and why there were no other bidders. 


Ms. Harrison reported that all vendors on the Vendor List were contacted and the advertisement appeared in the Suwannee Democrat.


Agenda Item No. 13 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, open bids for seven (7) tandem motor graders for the Public Works Department.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-06)

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director opened and announced the bids which were:


1. Flagler Equipment






No Bid


2. Ring Power Corporation, of Lake City, Florida


$191,964.00


3. Industrial Tractor Co. of Live Oak, Florida


$114,000.00


    Industrial Tractor Co bid only on Items 1 and 2 of the bid request but not on 


    Items 3 and 4.  


Chairman Hatch referred the bids to the Bid Review Committee for recommendation.


Agenda Item No. 14 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss, with possible Board action, additional conditions for deadhead loggers.  


Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, provided a packet including a summary of the procedures used to request and receive a permit, Deadhead Logging Operations Standards, a list of current permit holders, and copies of letters to Suwannee River Water Management District and Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission asking for a written opinion of the procedures.

Mr. Scott reported he had sent the aforementioned letters to the respective agencies but had not yet received a reply. He added that in previous inquiries of these agencies they had uncovered no habitat related objections. 


There was a discussion about the procedure and potential problems concerning inspections of the boat ramps during the permit approval or evaluation processes. Whether the County could charge a fee for inspecting the boat ramps was also discussed.


Mr. Scott advised that he would determine the approximate costs in time and equipment for conducting necessary inspections and report back the Board.

The meeting was recessed at 5:30 p.m.


The meeting reconvened at 5:40 p.m.

Agenda Item No. 15 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, correct and clarify Board action taken on January 16, 2007 regarding three outstanding tax certificates sold on property formerly owned by Mr. R.A. Greene for three years of back assessment for Special Assessments on Fire Protection and Solid Waste Services.  


Mike Tyson, Clerk to the Board, explained the need to correct the Board action of January 16, 2007 and provided an Executive Summary with the following  recommendation:
“The Board after consideration of the circumstances and having determined as inappropriate the back assessments herein involved and intending to abate an unusual and complicated circumstance wherein the assessment funds have been collected through the sale of tax certificates and disbursed to the County (MSBU), now authorizes and directs the Clerk to issue checks from the Fire Protection Service MSBU funds and the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU funds as proportionately due, for payment to the Tax Collector totaling $766.49 or thereabouts, as the amounts due the Tax Collector by March 31, 2007, required to redeem the three outstanding individual tax certificates identified as: 2003-107659.2000, 2003-107659.2001, 2003-107659.2002, and further identified as  Numbers 2004-2005, 2004-2008, & 2004-2011, sold and issued by the Tax Collector for back assessment of said special assessments for years 2000, 2001, and 2002, on property identified by Parcel No 10-03S-14E 02650002000, formerly owned by R. A. Greene, Trustee for McAlpin Land Trust #10, when assessed in 2004, and currently owned by James and Jacqueline Slaughter, with the expressed intent of nullifying said three back assessments, satisfaction and redemption of the consequential three tax certificates, and release of liens on the property title, generated there from.”
Commissioner Caruthers moved to take the action recommended by Mr. Tyson and Commissioner Maxwell seconded, the motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 16 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, presentation of Construction Grant Application for Dowling Park Library, and approval of Certification of Application, and adoption of Resolution supporting the project.   


Danny Hales, Director of Libraries, provided an Executive Summary recommending approval of the Certificate of Application and of the Resolution.


Commissioners Caruthers and Udell expressed concern over spending taxpayer money to build a library on private property.


Mr. Hales advised that the grant would provide funds to build the library but did not specify a particular piece of property. He added that the application must be submitted by April 1, 2007 to be considered in the next Legislative Session. 

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Certification of Application and Commissioner Fowler seconded, the motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Resolution supporting the project and Commissioner Caruthers seconded, the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 11 was revisited regarding bid to replace the jail door. (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-04).

Krisite Harrison reported that the Bid Review Committee determined that the sole bid submitted by Florida Detention Systems, Inc. was responsive and recommended its approval.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve the bid and Commissioner Maxwell seconded, the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 12 was revisited regarding bid for property appraisals for insurance on County property. (Bid Solicitation No.2007-05).

Kristie Harrison reported that the Bid Review Committee determined that the sole bid submitted by American Appraisal Associates was responsive and recommended the included option to approve the bid at $140.00 per parcel instead of the lump sum price for all listed parcels.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the bid at $140.00 per parcel and Commissioner Fowler seconded, the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 21 was the Chairman calls for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 40, Emergency Agenda Items.)

Proposed Emergency Agenda Items were:

A. Consider request, from David A. Theriaque, Esquire, to grant an additional continuance of the Special Permit hearing for Shenandoah Dairy, to be heard on May 15, 2007.

B. Discuss, with possible Board action, questionable situation invoving Volunteer Fire Governing Board member.

C. Approve payment of Invoice No. 54104, in the amount of $682,197.84, to Anderson Columbia, Inc. for Runway 7-25 Pavement Rehabilitation.

D. Approve payment of Invoice No. 54105, in the amount of $75,799.76, to Anderson Columbia, Inc. for the Runway 7-25 Pavement Rehabilitation.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to add Item A to Emergency Agenda Item No. 40 

and Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously 

with Commissioner  Caruthers abstaining due to a conflict of interest.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Items B, C and D to Emergency Agenda 
Item 40 and Commissioner Maxwell seconded, the motion carried unanimously.

The meeting recessed at 6:00 p.m.
The meeting reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

Agenda Item No. 19 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of preliminary plat for Henry Pines Subdivision in District 3.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, explained that the plat allowed access to CR 136 by four (4) driveways which will be shared by eight (8) lots. He added that the plat complies with the Land Development Regulations (LDR’s).

Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier and Associates, Inc. Surveyor, reported that a sixty foot (60’) easement is provided in the plat for future designation as a road right-of-way. 

There was a discussion concerning the sixty foot (60’) easement and whether it was appropriate.

Mr. Alcorn requested that the issue be tabled.

Commissioner Fowler moved to table and Commissioner Caruthers seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 20 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing, to consider adoption of ordinance for Comprehensive Plan Amendment CPA-07-1, to change the Floor Area Ratio in all zoning districts from a 0.25 to a 0.50.  
Ron Meeks reported that the proposed Amendment could benefit commercial property. 

Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comment at 7:15 p.m. No one came forward. The floor was closed to public comment.

Commissioner Caruthers moved for approval and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.
GENERAL BUSINESS:
Agenda Item No. 40 “A” was to consider request, from David A. Theriaque, Esquire, to grant an additional continuance of the Special Permit hearing for Shenandoah Dairy, to be heard on May 15, 2007. This agenda item was heard out of order in consideration of Tim Dennis, attorney.
  Mr. Dennis requested a continuance in this case citing a previous commitment made by David A. Theriaque, the Attorney of Record, to speak at a national conference. 

  Mr. Henderson, Shenandoah Dairy, advised that he could not be at a hearing in June and that he had hired an attorney who cannot be at a hearing in May. 

  Hal Airth, County Attorney advised  Mr. Henderson and Mr. Dennis to agree on a regularly scheduled Board date for the hearing and request to be added to the agenda for that date. 

           Chairman Hatch advised both parties to follow the advice of Mr. Airth to agree on a regularly schedule Board meeting date and report back.

            Agenda Item No. 22 was approval of minutes of meeting held on March 6, 2007.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve and Commissioner Maxwell seconded, the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 23 was Public Concerns and Comments. There were none.



Agenda Item No. 24 was Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, to present report. There was no report.


Agenda Item No. 25 was Constitutional Officers’ Reports. There were no reports.


Agenda Item No. 26 was Staff Reports.


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, reported on the County Application for Comprehensive Plan Amendments and Issues of Denial. The Florida Department of Community Affairs (DCA) had septic tank specifications that adversely affected some areas of Suwannee County. He expressed a desire to negotiate a settlement with the DCA because he felt the specifications were too restrictive. 


There was a discussion of various types of septic tank systems which may be used especially in flood prone areas. 


Mr. Wooley reported he wanted to meet with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council staff to start the negotiating process with DCA. He advised the Regional Planning Council will meet in Lake City at Tucker’ s Restaurant on March 22, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. and planned to attend with Chairman Hatch.

Mr. Wooley reported small counties may be exempted from the latest tax reform plan.  He added that Legislators understand that small counties have special taxation issues. 


Chairman Hatch congratulated Mr. Wooley on a White Paper he had produced on taxation which was well received in Tallahassee by Legislators. 


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director made no report.


Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, made no report.


J. Danny Hales, Director of Libraries, made no report.


Hal A. Airth, County Attonrey, made no report.


Agenda Item No. 27 was to discuss, with possible Board action, the request of the Code Enforcement Board regarding the code violation non-compliance by Charlie Horne.  (Tabled during March 6, 2007 Board meeting.)  

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported that the lien belongs to the County and the Board of County Commissioners can choose to satisfy it or not.

Commissioner Caruthers reported that he had been advised that the mobile home in question had been hitched to a towing vehicle and may be off the property at this time though there was no confirmation. He moved to table the issue until it could be verified if the mobile home had been removed and the property brought into compliance. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 28 was to consider request to abolish the positions of Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Director and Fire Coordinator.  
Mr. Racow requested this action to prevent confusion since the duties of the two positions had been combined to create the Public Safety Director position. 

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve and Commissioner Caruthers seconded, the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 29 was to consider request of reclassification for Johnny Howard from the position of Fire Coordinator to the position of Firefighter/EMT Paramedic.  
Mr. Racow made the request.

Commissioner Udell asked if the reclassification would change his pay.

Mr. Racow explained that the yearly pay would remain the same though the rate would change because the number of hours scheduled to work had increased. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 30 was approval to change name from Emergency Medical Services to Fire Rescue Services on Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity.    

Hal A. Airth advised that it was unnecessary to change the name on the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity because the County is the actual authority.

He recommended approval of a resolution to change the name of Emergency Medial Services to Fire Rescue Services. Mr. Airth provided a proposed resolution to affect the change in name. 

Chairman Hatch read the proposed resolution.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the resolution submitted by Mr. Airth and Commissioner Caruthers seconded. The motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 31 was to consider request to surplus out-of-service fire vehicles for auction in April.  

Scott Racow advised that he could not locate titles to some of the vehicles he wished to surplus. 


There was a brief discussion about what could be done with vehicles that had no titles. 


Chairman Hatch recommended looking at scrap value.


Commissioner Fowler moved to approve surplusing the vehicles and Commissioner Udell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 32 was to consider request to surplus 1993 Ford 4x4 long wheel base pickup, Vehicle Identification Number 1FTEF14N1PNB10648, for Public Works Department.  


T. Jerry Sikes presented this item.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve and Commissioner Caruthers seconded. The motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No 33 was to discuss, with possible Board action, submission of application for two (2) new candidate projects for the Small County Outreach Program (SCOP).  (Deadline May 1, 2007.)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, recommended Falmouth Road from US 90 West to CR 136 and requested suggestions for a second project. The consensus of the Board was that the second project should be 216th Street from CR 49 to the Columbia County line. 

Commissioner Caruthers requested that the Board consider approval of the two projects separately as he has a conflict of interest regarding Falmouth Road Project.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Falmouth Road Project and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously with Commissioner Caruthers abstaining because of a conflict of interest.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the 216th Street Project and Commissioner Udell seconded. The motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 34 was to discuss, with possible Board action, submission of application for two (2) new candidate projects for the Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP).  (Deadline May 1, 2007.)  

Mr. Sikes requested suggestions for these projects. The consensus of the Board was that either Howell or Central Roads be one project and that Philadelphia Church Road be the other. It was agreed that since Howell Road and Central Road were both in Mr. Maxwell’s District, he could choose which one to approve at a later date. 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 35 was approval to purchase, as a sole source item, ALI GIS Synchronization Software Application at a cost of $4,964.00 and an annual maintenance (optional) in the amount of $1,089.00 from AK Associates for 911 Addressing.  

John G. Wooley reported that this was a sole source item above his purchasing authority.

Chairman Hatch asked if the purchase is to be made with grant funds.

Mr. Wooley advised that it was general budget funds.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve and Commissioner Udell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 36 was to discuss, with possible Board action, committee assignments by Chairman.  

Commissioner Udell requested to withdraw this agenda item. He added he was satisfied with the decisions of Chairman Hatch regarding committee assignments.

Agenda Item No. 37 was acceptance by Board of Arlie K. Townsend Boat Ramp & Park. 
Commissioner Udell reported that the engineering work was complete and the estimated cost of construction was available. He moved to accept the Arlie K. Townsend Boat Ramp & Park with a reverter clause that had been discussed at earlier meetings and Commissioner Maxwell seconded. 

Chairman Hatch asked if the projected cost included the cost of the access road.

Mr. Sikes explained that the cost of the access road was included.

Commissioner Udell, in response to a question by Jimmy Prevatt, reported that the estimated cost of the construction project was Four Hundred and Eighty-Five Thousand Dollars ($485,000.00).

Commissioner Maxwell observed that such projects can qualify for up to Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) in grant funding from the Department of Community Affairs.

Chairman Hatch called for a vote and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.
Mr. Leonard Abate, property owner at Lake Louise, asked permission to address the Board and Chairman Hatch consented. Mr. Leonard advised that he had bought lots eighteen and nineteen (18 &19) four (4) years ago and since then the County had raised his taxes by three hundred percent (300%). He added that he had purchased the property with the understanding that the lake was a private lake and the Board’s action of accepting the property for a boat ramp and park will reduce his property value and cost the County revenue. 

Chairman Hatch pointed out that the Board of County Commissioners had lowered the millage rate this year. He added that he had found no evidence that the Lake was ever intended to be a private lake because the previous owner allowed public access for a fee.  

Agenda Item No. 38 was to terminate Mr. Hal Airth as County Commission Attorney as per his contract with the Board of County Commission, and if termination is approved, Board action to advertise for Request for Proposals (RFP) for County Attorney. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the termination and Commissioner Fowler seconded. There was no discussion. The motion failed 2-3 with Chairman Hatch, Commissioner Udell and Commissioner Maxwell opposed. 
Agenda Item No. 40 “B” was to discuss, with possible Board action, questionable situation involving Volunteer Fire Governing Board member. 
Scott Racow reported that the Volunteer Fire Governing Board (VFGB) had met and voted to recommend removal of Tracy Dowdy from the VFGB for spending funds without proper authorization, misuse of personnel files and violation of probation in an unrelated criminal matter.

Commissioner Udell expressed his understanding that Mr. Racow’s voting on the VFGB was inappropriate and rendered its recommendation to fire Mr. Dowdy null and void. He recommended that the VFGB meet again and take a new vote. 
Commissioner Maxwell advised that it was his understanding that the Board of County Commissioners is authorized to remove Mr. Dowdy with or without the recommendation of the VFGB.

Chairman Hatch expressed concern over taking Board action based on hearsay evidence. 

Commissioner Udell expressed concern that this issue may be related to a dispute over the distribution of new fire trucks and requested more time to find out the facts. 

Commissioner Maxwell suggested that law enforcement make an investigation to determine if any of Mr. Dowdy’s alleged actions were a violation of law.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to table the issue until more facts could be gathered and that it be readdressed at the Board meeting on April 3, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Fowler opposed.
Agenda Item No. 40 “C” was approve payment of Invoice No. 54104, in the amount of $682,197.84, to Anderson Columbia, Inc. for the Runway 7-25 Pavement Rehabilitation. 

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager requested payment of the invoice. 

Commissioner Udell moved to approve and Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

 Agenda Item No. 40 “D” was approve payment of Invoice No. 54105, in the 

amount of $75,799.76, to Anderson Columbia, Inc. for the Runway 7-25 Pavement Rehabilitation.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve and Commissioner Caruthers seconded. The motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 41 was Board Members’ inquiry, requests and comments.

Commissioner Caruthers reported that the Animal Control Board (ACB) wished to attend the Board of County Commissioners meeting on April 3, 2007, 9:00 a.m. to request clear direction. They would like to be on the agenda for 11:00 a.m. Commissioner Caruthers added that Sheriff Tony Cameron also would like the ACB to attend that meeting. 


Commissioner Udell requested a copy of the Animal Control Board By-laws.


Hal A. Airth agreed to provide copies of the By-laws to the Commissioners.


Commissioner Caruthers reported that the last meeting of the Animal Control Board was changed from the Sheriff’s Office to the library without proper notice. He added that at least one member of the ACB expressed a desire to have County Commissioners replaced who disagree with the ACB. 

Commissioner Udell observed that changing the meeting place without proper notice may be considered a violation of the Sunshine Law. 


Commissioner Maxwell expressed concern about talk of the By-pass near Lowe’s as creating growth and pointed out that very little growth has occurred in that area as a  result of road construction as this time.


Chairman Hatch reported that he went to Washington D.C. in part to address the issue of National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) radios not covering all of Suwannee County. He added that he also intended to get support for the By-pass Project. He reported that he was told there was no Federal budget at this time and to get funding it would be necessary to secure the backing of the “right people.” 


John Wooley reported that he had met with representatives of the weather service and they told him they may relocate some radio transmitting equipment to Suwannee County once they determine it will not cause interference on existing frequencies.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Fowler seconded.  The motion carried unanimously at 9:10 p.m.
_________________________________

WITNESSED BY:



RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN

SUWANEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

_____________________________ D.C.

ATTEST:

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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