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March 6, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, Betty Carver and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 


Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Douglas Udell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:


Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]
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	                         TO BE APPROVED  03/06/07
	 

	
	

	 
	AMOUNT

	GENERAL FUND
	 $               833,999.63 

	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               543,261.41 

	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   3,389.93 

	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 14,202.83 

	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 15,341.16 

	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                   1,198.53 

	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $               175,210.49 

	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   4,296.40 

	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 14,234.90 

	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               172,170.82 

	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 73,238.56 

	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 26,046.57 

	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   

	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 34,680.48 

	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 85,241.18 

	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                   3,012.50 

	BATCHES: 07-0315-348

	
	

	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,999,525.39 



Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve a resolution declaring support of the Florida Forever program and the creation and funding of a successor program. (See Resolution 2007-18).

Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the appointment of Robert Ogles, to complete the term of Mike Alban, on the Code Enforcement Board.

Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve appointment of Stephanie Laidig, as an alternate, to serve on the Code Enforcement Board.

Agenda Item No. 5 was for approval of road construction plans for Shady Hollow Estates Subdivision in District 1.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
Agenda Item No. 6 was at 9:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discussion concerning the proposed truck bypass and the routing of utilities to the prison.  
Tim Alcorn, Chairman of The Suwannee County Development Authority, requested a consensus as to whether the City and County were in support of the project advising that if the City and the County were not together and in favor the project would be “dead in the water”.  He stated that the proposed right-of-way was one hundred and fifty (150) feet but the project could be done with a one hundred (100) foot right of way. 

There was a discussion concerning what steps would have to be taken to get the project off the ground and what barriers must be overcome. The discussion involved all the Commissioners, City of Live Oak Mayor Sonny Nobles, City Administrator Bob Farley and Mr. Alcorn.

Chairman Hatch agreed that the Board would prepare a proposed joint Resolution supporting the Bypass Task Force and demonstrating the commitment of the Board of County Commissioners and the Live Oak City Council to the implementation and completion of the Bypass Project. The Live Oak City Council may approve the resolution as early as Tuesday, March 13, 2007.  It is possible that action could be taken by the City Council on Thursday, March 8, 2007. It was agreed to address this under Emergency Agenda Items.
Agenda Item No. 7 was at 9:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of Certificate of Acceptance/Request for Payment for Local Law Enforcement Block grant, in the amount of $4,765.00, for Equipment Upgrade and Purchase for the Sheriff’s Office.  
 Sheriff Tony Cameron explained that the grant had been awarded and did not require matching funds from the County.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Certificate of Acceptance for the grant. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement No. 2007-34).
Sheriff Cameron then proposed that the Board of County Commissioners hold a regular Board meeting at the Florida Sheriff’s Boy’s Ranch. The meeting would be held at the Boy’s Ranch cafeteria and would include lunch prepared by the cafeteria staff. He suggested May 1, 2007 or June 5, 2007 as possible dates. The meeting at the Boy’s Ranch would help celebrate the fiftieth (50th) anniversary of the Ranch. 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to hold the May 1, 2007, 9:00 a.m. meeting at the Boy’s Ranch and to advertise the same. Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 8 was at 9:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of compensation of loss during the resurfacing of runway at the Suwannee County Airport. 
Mr. Jim Fessler of Fessler Aviation explained that he had sustained a loss of about Five Thousand Dollars, ($5,000) during the construction because the runway was closed forcing him to close his business which he otherwise would not have done. He requested compensation by rent credit in the amount of Two Thousand One Hundred and Thirty-Six Dollars, ($2,136.00).  His business was closed from December 18, 2006 until January 8, 2007 due to the construction.
Commissioner Udell  moved to approve rent credit based on a pro-rata basis from December 18, 2006 through January 8, 2007. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No 9 was at 9:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of Agreement for use of County owned boat ramps. 

Mr. Joe McClung explained that he has been a “Deadhead Logger” since 2003 and has been removing logs from the Suwannee River via private property under agreements with private land owners. He has raised his insurance coverage to One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) though he has never had a claim. He was requesting to use County owned boat ramps for the removal of the logs as other similar businesses were allowed to do.
There was a discussion about which boat ramps were owned by the County and whether Greg Scott, Director of Parks and Recreation had been involved in this application  for deadhead logging removal from County owned boat ramps. Other discussion raised the question of the County’s procedures and the need to acquire letters from the Suwannee River Water Management District and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission before use of County owned boat ramps is allowed. 
The consensus of the Board was that Mr. McClung had complied with existing application procedures though the Board may wish to make additional requirements for future applications.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Agreement for use of County owned boat ramps as requested by Mr. McClung. Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried by a three to two (3-2) vote with Commissioners Maxwell and Udell opposed. (See Agreement No. 2007-18).
Chairman Hatch stated that the issue of letters of approval from the Suwannee River Water Management District and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission before approving further applications for boat ramp use should be placed on the agenda for the next Board meeting, March 20, 2007. 

The meeting was recessed at 9:55 a.m.

The meeting reconvened at 10:10 a.m.

Agenda Item No. 10 was at 10:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Chapter 74, Article 1, Section 74-(c)(1), of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County, as allowed by Section 318.1215 of Florida Statutes allowing an increase in the amount to be collected pursuant to the Dori Slosberg Driver Education Safety Act to $5.00.

County Coordinator John Wooley introduced the proposal with supporting documentation from Mr. Walter Boatright Jr., Superintendent of Schools for the Suwannee County School District. 

Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comment at 10:15 a.m. No one came forward.
Chairman Hatch closed the floor to public comment at 10:15 a.m. 

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the adoption of the ordinance as presented. Commissioner Caruthers seconded. The motion carried unanimously. (See Ordinance 2007-15). 
GENERAL BUSINESS

Agenda Item No. 11 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

Commissioner Fowler moved to add the Joint Resolution supporting the Bypass Task Force and demonstrating the commitment of the Board of County Commissioners and the Live Oak City Council to the implementation and completion of the Bypass Project as Item A under Emergency Agenda Item No. 20. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 12 was approval of the minutes of the meeting held on February 20, 2007. Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the minutes as submitted. Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 13, Public Concerns and Comments.
Mr. Green and Mr. Graziano asked the Board to allow them to approach County employees with a proposal for prepaid legal services, and credit rehabilitation caused by identification theft. The service they provide will require each employee to pay Twelve Dollars and Ninety-Five cents ($12.95) per month.

Commissioner Udell expressed reluctance to obligate employees without knowing their level of interest. He said he had no objection to employees being approached about it.

Chairman Hatch stated that more needed to be known about the company represented by Mr. Green and Mr. Graziano. The issue will be put on the agenda for the April 3, 2007 meeting at which time Mr. Green and Mr. Graziano should make a brief presentation.
Agenda Item No. 14  Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, to present report. There was no report.

Agenda Item No. 15    Constitutional Officers Reports. There were no reports.

Agenda Item No. 16   Staff Reports.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, reported that Suwannee County had a serious tornado threat last week. Mr. Wooley stated the radio system provided by the National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) did not adequately cover all of Suwannee County or surrounding counties. He added the existing equipment is old and though some new transmitting equipment was placed in Lake City recently the power is inadequate to reach the southern and western portions of Suwannee County. He stated that lack of funding is a barrier to getting more powerful new radio transmitters.  He added that if new equipment is provided locally, the County must pay for maintenance. He stated that Representative Allen Boyd and Senator Bill Nelson were aware of the problem. Mr. Wooley pointed out that Suwannee County has many mobile homes which makes this an important issue. He added that the County lacks adequate storm shelter space. 

Chairman Hatch reported that he was going to Washington D.C. soon and would try to get commitments of support for this problem.


Mr. Wooley then advised that the Legislature was in Session in Tallahassee and one of the most serious issues to be considered was reduction of the ad valorem tax. There were numerous proposals in the Florida House of Representatives and in the Florida Senate and some proposals could reduce Suwannee County’s ad valorem revenue by as much as Four Million Dollars ($4,000,000.00). He encouraged all the Commissioners to attend taxation committee meetings. 

Chairman Hatch reported that tax reform is high on the radar of Tax Watch and other groups and he added there is a general consensus in Tallahassee that local governments have abused their taxing authority. 


Commissioner Caruthers pointed out that Leon County has been proactive in planning for potential revenue loss and that perhaps Suwannee County needed to reevaluate its programs.


Commissioner Fowler observed that reduced revenues would be addressed in the County’s budget workshops to be held in June, 2007. He pointed out that State proposals for sales tax increases were also a worry.

Mr. Wooley said that State Representative Debbie Boyd was on the traveling Tax Committee which should be in Live Oak on March 12, 2007 at the new elementary school.
The Property Appraiser and the Clerk of Courts are both working on data in preparation.

He added that expenditures as well as revenues need to be looked at because issues like juvenile detention could result in new expenses of up to Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) per year. He also noted that the proposed increase in homestead exemption could mean that thirty-five percent (35%) of households in the City of Live Oak would not be on the tax rolls. 


Chairman Hatch advised that though there are many proposals for change, there is no lead proposal and that it is so early in the process that any proposal will be greatly amended before becoming a bill or a law. He added that the Florida Association of Counties is very much aware of the issue also. 


Mr. T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported that there is some public concern about the traffic signal at US 90 and CR49 becoming operational and it is likely that the light will be in service in November. He stated the railroad company needs to install some equipment at the crossing. He reported the Florida Department of Transportation, (FDOT) called asking him to report to them whether there would be public objection to making the light operational right away.  He advised that FDOT stated the light could be made operational with the condition that traffic moving south on 101st Street would not be able to make a left turn onto US 90. He did not know the reason for this but that was the message from FDOT. 

There was a discussion about why no left turn could be allowed and that it is likely that people would turn left there anyway.

Chairman Hatch announced a consensus of the Board to have the light made operational as soon as possible despite the left turn issue.

Mr. Sikes said he would inform FDOT.

Mr. Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, reported that there was a problem with the EMS UHF radio system because something was interfering with transmission in certain locations. He advised he will present a list of surplus equipment at the next meeting which will include five very old fire trucks. He stated the Shift Lieutenant position has been posted and closed. 

Mr. John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, reported that he will soon have a resolution concerning the proposal for the Dowling Park Library and The Summer Library Program is now gearing up. He reported he has received the state aid check.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, had no report.

Mr. Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director reported that he checked with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission about possible biological hazards caused by dead head logging. Mr. Scott added their representative could find no biological reason to deny dead head logging in the County’s rivers. He advised he will follow up with the Suwannee River Water Management District also concerning any objections to Dead Head logging.
Mr. Scott stated that the Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program grants have increased from a maximum of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) to Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00). There have been some rule changes concerning how the money can be spent. 

Chairman Hatch observed that money spent on recreation by local governments was under heavy scrutiny by state lawmakers and the Federal Government.

The meeting was recessed at 10:55 a.m.

The meeting reconvened at 11:10 a.m.

Mr. Wooley reported that the Tax Committee meeting he reported on in his staff report would be held on March 12, 2007 at the new elementary school on US 129 South in Live Oak from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. 

Agenda Item No. 17  was to discuss, with possible Board action, the request of the Code Enforcement Board regarding the code violation and non-compliance by Charlie Horne.

Hal Airth, County Attorney, reported that the Code Enforcement Board had requested him to begin foreclosure proceedings against Mr. Horne. Mr. Airth advised that the Board of County Commissioners must authorize him to take such action. 

Chairman Hatch asked if there were any other options open to the Board.

Mr. Airth advised that the Board had the power to approve the foreclosure or not approve it.

Commissioner Caruthers advised that it was his opinion, based on an opinion of the Attorney General, that the law does not allow the Board of County Commissioners to intercede in the foreclosure process. 

Mr. Airth observed that once a lien has been recorded, the County owns it, not the Code Enforcement Board and the Board of County Commissioners can enforce or satisfy the lien.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he did not want to foreclose on anyone, but it was his understanding that the Board of County Commissioners had no power to instruct the County Attorney not to file for foreclosure if the Code Enforcement Board had requested it. He added the Board of County Commissioners can satisfy the lien.

There was a discussion about the legality of the Board of County Commissioners taking action to instruct the County Attorney not to file for foreclosure.

John G. Wooley pointed out that once a lien is recorded only the Board of County Commissioners can satisfy it. He also pointed out that the County could accept a lesser amount than the lien amount. 

Sandra Grinnell, Code Enforcement Officer, stated that the violation concerned Mr. Horne moving a mobile home onto his property without the proper permits. He picked up applications but did not return them. 

Commissioner Fowler moved to table the issue for two weeks. 

Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 18 was approval of acquisition of Progress Energy land for public right-of-way to be purchased by District 5 gas tax revenues. 


T. Jerry Sikes explained that the county needs a thirty-three foot by one quarter mile (33’x ¼ mile) right-of-way for road construction amounting to one (1) acre of land in Chairman Hatch’s district. Progress Energy owns the land and cannot donate it legally but they will accept payment equal to the taxable value of the land which is Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00). 


Commissioner Udell moved to approve the acquisition for $4,000.00.


Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 19 was to discuss with possible Board action, approval of the contract for free prescription drug benefits offered by the National Association of Counties (NACo) to member counties. 


Hal Airth, County Attorney, reported that the proposed contract contained “boiler plate” language and the Board could either accept it or reject it. Mr. Airth added that acceptance would mean the county’s only expense would be the normal NACo dues of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00).

After a brief discussion Commissioner Udell moved to approve the contract. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement No. Pending).

Agenda Item No. 20  was for Emergency Agenda Items. 

Item A was to discuss with possible Board action approval of a Joint Resolution supporting the Bypass Task Force and demonstrating the commitment of the Board of County Commissioners and the Live Oak City Council to the implementation and completion of the Bypass Project
Hal Airth read a summary of the proposed resolution to complete the Bypass Project.


Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the resolution. Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution 2007-17).
Agenda Item No. 21 was Board Members Inquiries, Requests and Comments.


Commissioner Udell requested that two items be added to the agenda for the next meeting. The first item was to address the Chairman’s committee assignments and the second was the consideration of Board action on the Lake Louise boat ramp.


Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Fowler. The motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 

_________________________________

WITNESSED BY:



RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN

SUWANEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

_____________________________ D.C.

ATTEST:

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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		SUWANNEE COUNTY

		BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

		WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

				TO BE APPROVED  03/06/07

		FUND				AMOUNT

		001		GENERAL FUND		$   833,999.63

		112		RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS		$   - 0

		116		FINE AND FORFEITURE		$   543,261.41

		117		911 ADDRESSING FUND		$   3,389.93

		118		STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE		$   14,202.83

		119		MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND		$   15,341.16

		120		LAW ENFORCEMENT		$   1,198.53

		121		NARCOTICS CONTROL		$   - 0

		122		FIRE PROTECTION FUND		$   175,210.49

		126		EMS GRANT FUND		$   - 0

		128		EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT		$   4,296.40

		129		LAW EDUCATION		$   - 0

		131		TOURIST DEVELOPMENT		$   14,234.90

		140		ROAD AND BRIDGE		$   172,170.82

		171		LIBRARY FUND		$   73,238.56

		172		RECREATION FUND		$   26,046.57

		181		LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM		$   - 0

		251		RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND		$   - 0

		351		RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND		$   - 0

		402		SOLID WASTE COLLECTION		$   34,680.48

		403		SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL		$   85,241.18

		145		ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING		$   3,012.50

				BATCHES: 07-0315-348

				GRAND TOTAL		$   1,999,525.39
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