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January 23, 2007

Suwannee County School

 Board Meeting Room
Live Oak, Florida


On the above stated date and location the Board of County Commissioners met at 4:00 P.M. to conduct a joint meeting with the Suwannee County School Board, Town of Branford, and City of Live Oak for the purposes of discussing Growth Concurrency Requirements and Facilities. Present were Chairman Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Douglas Udell, Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson, and various County Staff and representatives of the other governmental entities.  County Attorney Hal A. Airth was not present.
Ms. Julie Ulmer Chairperson for the School Board called the workshop to order and asked everyone to introduce themselves.  Ms. Ulmer then called upon Mark Carver School Board Director of Maintenance.
Mr. Carver presented a Power Point presentation on Facility Planning Requirements.  Mr. Carver advised the School Board was under mandate by the Department of Education to produce a five year plan by May of 2008, for facilities which per Florida Statute 1013.33(1) and Senate Bill 360 must now meet the requirements of local land development regulations and comprehensive plans for growth concurrency and focus on classroom space availability in expenditures.

Mr. Carver reviewed the presentation with the group. 
Specific items of interest were impact fees and proportionate share mitigation for developers and new home builders.  Chairman Hatch noted there have been and will be litigation issues regarding impact fees in general.  

The need for shared data, resources, and communication necessary for mutual planning among the various entities was emphasized. Mr. Carver advised the School Board was in need of 911 Addressing data to assess the residential growth trends in the County.

Commissioners Udell and Caruthers inquired of the School Board the potential for the County acquiring the Nettie Baisden School property in down town Live Oak, as the County is in need of expansion property for County facilities. After some discussion, Ms. Ulmer made it relatively clear that there was no immediate plan for the School Board to sell or vacate the property as it must be considered for potential future School board uses.  She further explained that the School Board’s mandated focus for expenditures must be toward classroom space and an administrative/meeting space building shared or otherwise was not currently an allowable consideration.
Mr. John G. Wooley, County Coordinator mentioned that one of the criteria of Senate Bill 360 was a strong encouragement for School Boards and other government entities to entertain shared facilities such as meeting facilities and the County Commissioners are in need of such space and facility in the down town Live Oak area and though there are plans for a Courthouse Expansion, the Nettie Baisden property would allow for a more comprehensive and needed facility to include office space and provide room for future growth for both entities.
Mr. Jerry Taylor, School Board Member interjected that this is one of the examples of the need to share information and planning needs and projections as all of the entities are now required to do.   However, he added the School Board is not in a position to commit to releasing or selling the Nettie Baisden property at this time as Ms. Ulmer had already explained due to Statutory dictates.

Chairperson Ulmer advised the School Board must get ready for their regularly scheduled meeting and thanked everyone for their attendance and information and adjourned the joint meeting at 5:42 P.M.
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