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  January 16, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Betty Carver and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Commissioner Caruthers led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]
	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  01/16/07
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               846,683.67 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 62,963.94 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   3,389.94 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                            -   
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 17,112.25 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 29,881.61 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 10,323.59 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               131,500.39 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 68,865.86 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 40,045.95 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 27,080.00 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                 15,000.00 
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               118,926.58 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 49,875.31 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                      310.50 
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-0202-235
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,421,959.59 
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was to appoint Jeff Lee to complete the term of Mr. Raymond Mickel on the Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Board.

Agenda Item No. 3 was to reappoint John Robinson, as a regular member, to serve another term on the Code Enforcement Board, retroactive to January 1, 2007.
Agenda Item No. 4 was to reappoint Shirley Finley, as an alternate, to serve another term on the Code Enforcement Board, retroactive to January 1, 2007. 
Agenda Item No. 5 was to reappoint Verneil Johnson as the Board’s representative on the Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. Board of Directors.

Agenda Item No. 6 was to appoint Commissioner Jesse Caruthers as Director of Animal Control Governing Board, replacing Commissioner Randy Hatch.

Chairman Hatch noted a change in the verbiage on Agenda Item No. 6 which should have read to appoint Commissioner Caruthers “to the” and not “as Director of” the Animal Control Governing Board.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 – 6 with the above noted change in verbiage on Agenda Item No. 6. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 7 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, a correction of Non-Ad Valorem Assessment Roll for back assessments of Parcel No. 10-03S-14E 02650002000.   


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, presented the information concerning the incorrect back tax assessments of Mr. R.A. Greene’s property.  Mr. Wooley stated Mr. Greene felt his property had been incorrectly assessed and that he was due a refund for back non-ad valorem tax assessments.   

Mr. George Burnham, Tax Collector, spoke on the series of events leading up to the problem and concluded that the land had been sold to another owner, closed on and Mr. Greene was due a refund.

After some discussion, Commissioner Udell moved to refund the back non-ad valorem tax incorrectly collected from Mr. Greene on Parcel No. 10-03S-14E 02650002000.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, issues involving the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department (VFD).  


Tracy Dowdy, O’Brien VFD, distributed a copy of a deed from Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fletcher to the O’Brien Volunteer Firefighters Association, Inc. for the property containing the O’Brien VFD.  Mr. Dowdy stated Mr. Fletcher is no longer living. He mentioned that Mrs. Fletcher and the family do not want any responsibility of the property and want the reverter clause in the deed removed. 

After some discussion, Commissioner Udell moved to authorize County Attorney Airth to meet with Mrs. Fletcher and the family and draft the proper paperwork accordingly and bring it back to the Board for final approval.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 9 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, issues regarding the rental of the Coliseum.


Sheriff Tony Cameron approached the podium and requested that a committee be appointed to discuss ways to govern alcohol and drug abuse and the noise issue associated with renting the Coliseum Complex.  Sheriff Cameron reported that some of the functions had become completely out-of-hand and a plan of control must be designed that would be fair and consistent to the citizens of Suwannee County.  He suggested including on the committee the County Coordinator, a Board of County Commissioner member, the Sheriff, a City Councilman, and someone from the community.


Discussion ensued.  Chairman Hatch asked Commissioner Maxwell to serve on the committee as a representative of the Board, and suggested the following: Leslie Allen, who reserves the buildings, Steve Sharpless, County Maintenance Director, Sheriff Cameron, Ken Duce, City Councilman, and a representative from the City law enforcement. 

County Coordinator Wooley pointed out that an immediate arrangement was necessary while the committee was working on the situation.  He suggested that security clearance be obtained from the Sheriff for anyone inquiring about the Coliseum Complex rental. 


Commissioner Maxwell moved to form a committee to determine ways to govern alcohol and drug abuse and noise issue associated with renting the Coliseum Complex and, in the interim, to authorize the Sheriff to determine the need for law enforcement security and insure such arrangements have been secured for each rental applicant and advise the County Office staff of such for each person or entity. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 4:45 p.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break.


At 5:11 p.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting.


Agenda Item No. 10 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the job description and pay scale for the position of Concessions Manager for the Parks and Recreation Department.  


Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated this position had already been approved in this year’s budget.  Mrs. Harrison explained that this is basically a seasonal position with no set hours and no benefits.  She stated the request is to place the position in Level 6 with a starting salary of $8.10 per hour.


Commissioner Fowler asked why Level 6.  He stated the position could be placed in Level 5 with a starting salary of $8.10 per hour.


Jason Fury, Parks & Recreation Coordinator, pointed out that Level 6 was chosen because this is a very responsible position handling around $60,000.00 to $70,000.00 annually, entailing supervising other staff and ordering all supplies.  Mr. Fury mentioned they felt this pay level would attract more qualified applicants but that Level 5 would be acceptable also.

After some discussion, Commissioner Udell moved to approve the job description of Concessions Manager for the Parks & Recreation Department at a Level 5 pay scale and authorize the department head to start the salary up to mid-point range.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 11 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was for Ken Willis, Interim Public Safety Director, to present a report.
            Mr. Willis was not present.  

Agenda Item No. 12 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee to award the bid for the purchase of one (1) tandem axle enclosed cargo trailer for the Fire/Rescue Services. (Bids were opened on January 2, 2007) (RFP No. 2006-25) 


Ken Willis, Interim Public Safety Director, was unable to attend the meeting due to a severe accident involving his niece and Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, approached the podium to address the item.  

 
Mrs. Harrison reported the Bid Review Committee had met and reviewed the bids. She announced that the low bidder was Keen’s Portable Buildings at $6,490.00.  She stated Mr. Willis and the Bid Review Committee had verified that it was a responsive bid, meeting all the specifications and recommended awarding the bid to Keen’s Portable Buildings for $6,490.00.

 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to award the bid to Keen’s Portable Buildings for one (1) tandem axle enclosed cargo trailer for the Fire/Rescue Services in the amount of $6,490.00.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Agenda Item No. 13 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee to award the bid for the elevator upgrade in the Suwannee County Courthouse. (Bids were opened on January 2, 2007.)  (RFP No. 2006-24) 

           Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, explained that the only bid received was from Mowrey Elevator Company of Florida, Inc. and that he is familiar with this company as they already service the existing elevators in the County.  Mr. Sharpless reported the Bid Review Committee had met and found the bid to be responsive, meeting all the specifications.  He stated the Bid Review Committee recommended awarding the bid to Mowrey Elevator Company of Florida, Inc. for $51,300.00.  

           Commissioner Fowler moved to award the bid to Mowrey Elevator Company of Florida, Inc. for the elevator upgrade in the Suwannee County Courthouse in the amount of $51,300.00.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
           Agenda Item No. 14 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve a contract with the Fair Association for the rental of the Coliseum Complex for the 2007 Fair.  

           Tim Alcorn, Fair Association, reported this is the same contract executed annually between the Board and the Fair Association for the use of the Coliseum Complex for the Fair.
           Commissioner Udell moved to approve the contract with the Fair Association for the rental of the Coliseum Complex for the 2007 Fair.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           At 5:32 p.m. Chairman Hatch skipped to Agenda Item No. 17 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 28, Emergency Agenda Items.)

            There was one item to consider.

            A)  Approval of the contract with Anderson Columbia, Inc. for widening and resurfacing Mattress Factory Road and approval to issue notice of award.  (T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director.
           Mr. Sikes stated this item was actually placed on the Emergency Agenda by Curtis Keen, County Engineer, who needed to deliver the contract to Anderson Columbia by tomorrow.

           Commissioner Udell moved to place the aforementioned item on the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
           Agenda Item No. 18 was to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 2, 2007.

           Chairman Hatch asked that Page 8 under Agenda Item No. 17 (E) Staff Reports of the minutes be researched for correct name of the Park – Staples or Stapleton, and to verify that “Chairman Hatch inquired about the fence” and not “Commissioner Maxwell”.
           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the minutes subject to the above issues being verified and corrected as appropriate.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
           The Deputy Clerk researched the minutes and found the name of the Park to be correct in the minutes as stated, Staples Park, and the minutes have been corrected to replace “Commissioner Maxwell” with “Chairman Hatch” as inquiring about the fence issue.

           Agenda Item No. 19 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to the podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

            Tim Alcorn approached the podium and asked to comment on Agenda Item No. 27 as he would not be attending the entire meeting tonight.  Mr. Alcorn gave his testimony as a Code Enforcement Board member regarding his personal reimbursement for mileage to attend the meetings.  Mr. Alcorn stated he appreciated the opportunity but, in his case, it would be more trouble that it was worth to him.
            Agenda Item No. 20 was for Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, to present a  report.

            Mr. Dasher was not present.

            Agenda Item No. 21 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

            There were no reports.

            Agenda Item No. 22 was for Staff Reports.

 
A)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, reported that the Department of Corrections (DOC) had met with the City of Live Oak concerning obtaining utilities for the proposed prison.  Mr. Wooley stated they are seeking Federal funding and requested a letter of support to Congressman Allen Boyd.  He mentioned he had drafted a letter and sent it to Mr. Bob Farley, City Administrator, for his review.  Mr. Wooley inquired about authorization for the Chairman to sign the letter of support and it was the consensus of the Board to honor this request.

Mr. Wooley commented that a road bypass had been suggested for the City but this issue would have to be discussed with DOT.  He stated that for now the concentration should be on the utility issue.

Commissioner Maxwell interjected his concern over not being informed of the meeting with DOC especially since the proposed prison is in his district.  Chairman Hatch replied with an apology for the oversight on his part for not informing him of the meeting.  Commissioner Udell responded that, as Vice Chairman, he had been asked by Chairman Hatch to attend the meeting in his place.


Mr. Wooley addressed the Staples Park fence issue.  He pointed out that the fence would detract from the Park and would not stop hunters from going in there.  He stressed that a definite plan for the Park was needed.


Commissioner Maxwell stated that Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, planned to keep the Park as a wilderness area with trails, plant and tree identification markers, etc.


Chairman Hatch agreed that a definite plan for the Park was needed and asked Mr. Wooley to discuss the matter with Greg Scott.


At 6:00 p.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a supper break.

            At 7:02 p.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 15 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider an application for a Special Permit No. SP-07-01-01 by Shenandoah Dairy for Intensive Agriculture on property currently zoned Agriculture-1.  

             Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, approached the podium and was sworn in by County Attorney Hal Airth.  
             Commissioner Caruthers interjected that he had previously sold some property to the dairy and asked the County Attorney if he should abstain from discussing or voting on the issue.  Mr. Airth replied it would not be necessary as there would be no conflict of interest now.  Commissioner Caruthers then replied to County Attorney Airth that he had filed a legal complaint with the Sheriff’s Office (not specified) and should he abstain because of this.  Mr. Airth stated he should abstain.  Commissioner Caruthers announced he would abstain from discussing or voting on this issue.     
            Mr. Meeks asked County Attorney Airth to inform everyone that a 2-2 tie vote would result in a failure of approval.  Mr. Airth proclaimed that a 2-2 vote would result in a failure to approve the request.
            Mr. David Theriaque, Esq., of the firm Theriaque, Vorbeck & Spain, approached the podium and stated that since he had not received a “staff report” on the issue, he was requesting a continuance of one month to enable him to participate in the quasi-judicial hearing.  County Attorney Airth replied that if a continuance for one month is granted, re-advertising would not be necessary.
            Mr. Ed Henderson, Shenandoah Dairy, asked that if the continuance was granted could it be extended to April 2007 due to his increased workload during this time of the year and their involvement with County Fair in March.  County Attorney Airth replied re-advertising would be necessary if the continuance was for April.

           Commissioner Udell stated that he supported the continuance and moved to continue the hearing until the second regular Board meeting in April (April 17, 2007) and to authorize re-advertising the hearing.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Caruthers abstaining.
            Agenda Item No. 16 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the preliminary plat of Deer Lake Preserve in District 4.  

            Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, reported that this subdivision had been discussed at a previous meeting and tabled because some of the necessary language had been left off the preliminary plat.
            Discussion ensued concerning ownership of the roads, driveways coming off the main road and the proposed intersection engineering.

            Commissioner Udell moved to approve the preliminary plat for Deer Lake Preserve in District 4 subject to all the required language being on the preliminary plat, to the engineering of the proposed intersection being approved by Curtis Keen, County Engineer, and to authorize the Chairman to sign the approved preliminary plat.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 7:25 p.m. Chairman Hatch returned to Agenda Item No. 22 under GENERAL BUSINESS to continue with Staff Reports.
B)  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report. 

Commissioner Fowler inquired about an update on the Bass Road/Walker Avenue Project.  Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, replied he would stake the east right-of-way by Friday.  Mr. Sikes replied that when Mr. Alcorn finished, more property owners would need to be contacted.  

C)  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present. 

D)  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had no report. 
Agenda Item No. 23 was to consider, with possible Board action, the approval of the Petroleum Cleanup Participation Agreement Amendment with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  

            T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated he had received a letter from DEP regarding discontinuing the financial assurance for participation in the PCPP Program.  Mr. Sikes explained the County had a Letter of Credit and Standby Trust Fund Account established for this Program.   He added the letter, along with the PCPP Agreement Amendment, was to notify us that the financial assurance is no longer needed.  He cautioned the Board that if this is not hindering the County in other financial matters, it may be beneficial to the County to retain them for awhile.  Chairman Hatch replied he would check into this before the County discontinues these documents.
           County Attorney Hal Airth conveyed that the State has simply removed the security requirements for the participation in the PCPP Program.

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve PCPP Agreement Amendment with DEP.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 24 was for authorization to advertise for bids for roadway striping.
           T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported that $30,000.00 was budgeted for striping but bids are needed to determine prices.
           Commissioner Maxwell moved to authorize to advertise for bids for roadway striping.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 25 was for the annual review and approval of the Lease Agreement 2005-46 with Fessler Aviation, Inc. for Hangar A located at the Suwannee County Airport.

           Donald Robinson, Assistance County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated this is an annual review of the Lease Agreement.
           Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Lease Agreement 2005-46 with Fessler Aviation, Inc. for Hangar A located at the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded.

            Commissioner Fowler inquired about the addition of the CPI and the fact that it was agreed previously that this would be added annually.

            Commissioner Udell amended his original motion to include adding the CPI to the Lease amount.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the amended motion carried unanimously.

            Chairman Hatch called for a vote on the original motion as amended and the motion carried unanimously. 
            Agenda Item No. 26 was to authorize TSS Development to donate fill dirt to the Airport.  

            Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, explained that TSS Development was offering free fill dirt to the Airport and that Taxiway C will require some fill dirt.
           Commissioner Udell moved to authorize TSS Development to donate fill dirt to the Airport.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 27 was to discuss, with possible Board action, paying mileage for the Code Enforcement Board members to attend their meetings.  

           Commissioner Billy Maxwell mentioned that he felt the option of being reimbursed for mileage and per diem to their meetings should be extended to the Code Enforcement Board members for sanctioned meetings and with the County Coordinator’s approval.
           After a brief discussion, Commissioner Caruthers moved to pay mileage and per diem to the Code Enforcement Board members at their request and with the approval of the County Coordinator.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
           Agenda Item No. 28 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

           There was one to hear.

           A)  Approval of the contract with Anderson Columbia, Inc. for the widening and resurfacing of Mattress Factory Road and approval to issue notice of award.

           Public Works Director Jerry Sikes stated this was a standard contract in the amount of $1,444,344.28.  He explained the original FDOT funding was short but he approached FDOT again and was granted the additional funds.
           Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the contract with Anderson Columbia, Inc. for the widening and resurfacing of Mattress Factory Road and to approve issuing the notice of award.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
           Agenda Item No. 29 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.
           Commissioner Udell reiterated that for the record he was authorized, as Vice Chairman, as requested by Chairman Hatch to attend the meeting with DOC and the City regarding the proposed prison, and asked Chairman Hatch for a letter from him for his file stating this.  
Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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