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  January 2, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Mike Tyson, Betty Carver, and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED 01/02/07
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               843,780.30 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               703,884.43 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                      541.60 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 13,622.92 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 21,442.21 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $               450,246.69 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   9,783.55 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                   9,000.00 
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               129,407.90 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 85,271.27 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 26,718.10 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 14,850.00 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               114,897.40 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 87,621.36 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                   3,010.50 
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-0177-201
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,514,078.23 
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the Release of Lien for Annie D. Long, SHIP Client.  (See Agreement No. 2007-18)
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the Release of Lien for Marshall and Candice Herring, SHIP clients.  (See Agreement No. 2007-19)
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve the Release of Lien for Marcos Rodriquez and Maria Agamez, SHIP Clients.  (See Agreement No. 2007-20)
Agenda Item No. 5 was to adopt a Resolution regarding the extreme insurance rate increases imposed upon the residents and business owners in Florida and strongly urge the Florida State Legislature to address the issue in the Special Session called for in January 2007.  (See Resolution No. 2007-12)
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 – 5.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 6, which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request by the Florida Army National Guard, 146th Expeditionary Signal Battalion, to use Airport property for its North Florida Signal Operations Field Training Exercise (FTX) on February 9-11, 2007.
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, reported this request was for training with new communications equipment and would utilize a small portion of the Airport property for two or three days and would not interfere with any Airport operations.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the request by the Florida Army National Guard, 146th Expeditionary Signal Battalion, to use the Airport property for its North Florida Signal Operations Field Training Exercise (FTX) on February 9-11, 2007.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 7 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the Memorandum of Agreement and Support for the Catalyst Project for Economic Development for Florida’s Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern.

Dennis Cason, President-Suwannee County Economic Alliance, explained the Memorandum of Agreement supports the concept of a Regional Economic Development Organization comprised of fourteen North Central Florida counties seeking economic growth and targeting industry research.  Mr. Cason further explained that the Memorandum of Agreement is required by Enterprise Florida for participation in the Catalyst Project.


Commissioner Caruthers questioned who would purchase the property.  Mr. Cason replied possibly the Development Authority but, at this point, he was not sure whose responsibility that would be. 

Commissioner Fowler inquired about what type of land that was needed.  Mr. Cason replied the best parcels in the County that included good roads, airstrip availability, and rail access would be submitted.  

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Memorandum of Agreement and Support: Catalyst Project for Economic Development - Florida’s Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-21)
Agenda Item No. 8 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the request of the Board to consider amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the text on Floor Area Ratio in all zoning districts from 0.25 to 0.50.
Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, mentioned that increasing the Floor Area Ratio had been discussed in a previous workshop but had never been finalized.  Mr. Alcorn requested that the increased Floor Area Ratio pertain to all zonings. 
Dennis Cason interjected that 0.25 was not enough for most businesses and it needed to be at least 0.50 to attract industry to our area.

Commissioner Fowler indicated that the Board had previously directed the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to increase the Floor Area Ratio to 0.50.
Chairman Hatch asked if parking space was excluded.  Mr. Alcorn replied yes, that this was strictly building space.

Commissioner Fowler moved to instruct the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to increase the Floor Area Ratio from 0.25 to 0.50.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 9:20 a.m. Chairman Hatch skipped to Agenda Item No. 12 , under GENERAL BUSINESS, which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 20, Emergency Agenda Items).  

There was one item to add.

A)  To discuss, with possible Board action, the purchases of two (2) small parcels of

road right-of-ways, not to exceed $1,000.00 per parcel, out of 5th District gas tax revenue.  (T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director)

Commissioner Fowler moved to add the aforementioned emergency item to the agenda. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 13 was for approval of the minutes of the workshop held on December 12, 2006 and the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on December 19, 2006.

Commissioner Fowler stated that he did not get an Emergency Management Plan Manual mentioned in the minutes of the workshop held on December 12, 2006 as they were taken back after the workshop.  County Coordinator Wooley replied he would ensure that Commissioner Fowler received the Manual.  
Commissioner Fowler noted that Page 14 of the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on December 19, 2006 reflected the motion as setting the Paving Workshop for January 23, 2007 but the date was not set and the alternate date of February 8, 2007 should have been included.  Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, interjected that the January 23, 2007 date was acceptable to all parties and had been set for the Paving Workshop at City Hall.  
Commissioner Fowler also cited a correction on Page 15 of the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on December 19, 2006 in which no vote was recorded on Agenda Item No. 20 concerning the piggyback purchase of a garbage truck for the Public Works Department.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the minutes from the workshop held on December 12, 2006 and the regular meeting held on December 19, 2006 subject to the aforementioned corrections.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

The Deputy Clerk determined there was a vote to approve the piggyback purchase of a garbage truck for the Public Works Department at the regular Board meeting held on December 19, 2006 and the correction has been made in the minutes to reflect the affirmative vote.
            Agenda Item No. 14 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

             Jim Ward approached the podium and voiced his concern regarding the property offered to the County by DDJ Development for a County park and soccer field.  Mr. Ward stated the property does not seem to be what was represented to the County.  He pointed out that the property is an old mud dam with a plasticized substructure and he is fearful of the liability for the County.  He noted the environmental survey was 5 or 6 years old and the appraisal contained limitation clauses.
            Commissioner Udell stated he had suggested a reverter clause be included in the paperwork to protect the County from just such unforeseen situations. 
            Chairman Hatch conveyed that the Board would be very cautious in proceeding with the acceptance of the offered property. 

            Agenda Item No. 15 was for Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, to present a report.

            There was no report.

            Agenda Item No. 16 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

            There were none.

Agenda Item No. 17 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had no report.

B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.

C) John D. Hales, Director of Libraries, had no report.

D) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported the County had been served with the

paperwork in connection with the wrongful death lawsuit.  Mr. Airth further reported the case had been passed on to the insurance company. 

             Commissioner Caruthers asked what case he was referring to.  Mr. Airth replied the death of the lady at Eastside Cemetery where County EMS response was at issue.
E) Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, distributed his written report. 

Chairman Hatch inquired about the fence that was to be constructed around the Staples Park property located adjacent to Peacock Lake donated to the County several years ago and the $5,000 given from the owner.  Mr. Scott replied the money had been placed in a scholarship fund according to Commissioner Udell’s instructions.  Donald Robinson, Airport Manager/Assistance County Coordinator, replied he needed inmate assistance in erecting the fence and was waiting for this to be provided.
Commissioner Udell stated he did not think all of the property needed fencing.

Commissioner Fowler mentioned he felt it was not necessary to fence all 40 acres of the property.  He stated the north side of the property was all he thought was necessary to fence.

Commissioner Maxwell commented on how beautiful the property was and asked Mr. Scott if he planned to make any improvements so the public could access the wilderness area there.  Mr. Scott replied the property needed some cleaning up and then he would proceed with plans for it. 

After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to fence the north side of the property and ask Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, to identify the corners and paint lines for a visual boundary.

At 9:45 a.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break.

At 10:05 a.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 9 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the elevator upgrade for the Suwannee County Courthouse, RFP No. 2006-24.
Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, was unable to attend the meeting and Mark Durham of the Maintenance Staff approached the podium in his stead.  Mr. Durham stated only one bid was received. He proceeded to open the bid from Mowrey Elevator Company of Florida, Inc. which was for $51,300.00.  
Mr. Durham advised the bid would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for their review and recommendation to the Board.
Agenda Item No. 10, was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the purchase of one (1) Tandem Axle Enclosed Cargo Trailer for Fire/Rescue Services, Bid No. 2006-25.

Ken Willis, Interim Public Safety Director, reported there were three bids received.  Mr. Willis proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:  

1)  Southland Golf Carts, Lake City, FL


$6,582.00

2)  Keen’s Portable Buildings
(Probuilt)


$6,490.00

3)  A & W Equipment Company, Lake Park, GA

$6,746.00

Mr. Willis advised the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for their review and recommendation to the Board.
Agenda Item No. 11, was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for Ken Willis, Interim Public Safety Director, to present a report.
Mr. Willis had no report.

At 10:11 a.m. Chairman Hatch skipped to Agenda Item No. 18 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was to discuss, with possible Board action, the Commission directing the staff to draft a Fill Dirt Ordinance. 
Commissioner Jesse Caruthers stated drafts of Fill Dirt Ordinances from other counties had been received and they seem to work well in the respective counties.  He stressed the need for this to protect adjoining property owners from possible drainage issues.  

Commissioner Udell suggested placing the responsibility of this on the developer.  Commissioner Caruthers replied in existing subdivisions the developer is no longer around when the problem arises.
After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to direct County staff to draft the verbiage for a Fill Dirt Ordinance to be presented to the Board for final approval.

Agenda Item No. 19 was to execute, by the Chairman, an affidavit for the Trust for Public Land stating that the County does not use or own a trail road that crosses land owned by the Trust for Public Land.
Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised that he had received some correspondence from the Trust for Public Land regarding some property in the Peacock Springs area which is being deeded to the State but an issue has surfaced questioning if there may be a County-owned road in it.  Mr. Airth stated they are requesting an affidavit stating that the County has no interest in the road.  Mr. Airth advised that there is no indication the County had ever maintained the road or owned any right-of-way.
Commissioner Udell moved to direct Mr. Airth to send an affidavit to the Trust for Public Land stating the County has no interest in the trail road on the property that is being deeded to the State.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-13) 

Agenda Item No. 20 was for Emergency Agenda Items. 
There was one item to hear.

A)  To discuss, with possible Board action, the purchase of two (2) small parcels of road right-of-ways, not to exceed $1,000.00 per parcel, out of 5th District gas tax revenue.
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised that additional right-of-way was needed on the Brannen Road Project.  Mr. Sikes explained that the additional right-of-way would straighten out the road resolving the safety issue.  He reported that one piece of property is owned by Mrs. Burch and that she has agreed to donate the property.  He further reported the other piece of property was owned by three parties but they were not willing to donate it.  He stated he had negotiated them down to $1,000.00.  He added that he felt if the County purchased one piece of property, the County should offer to purchase the other one.  

Commissioner Udell reiterated the need for sufficient right-of-way especially for safety reasons and emphasized that the money would come from the 5th District gas tax revenue only.
Commissioner Caruthers stated he had some reservations about buying right-of-way as others had been required to donate right-of-way for other road projects.  But he would not be against the purchase of this additional right-of-way as some circumstances may be different.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the purchase of two (2) small parcels of road right-of-ways, not to exceed $1,000.00 per parcel, out of 5th District gas tax revenue.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Agenda Item No. 21 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.
            Commissioner Fowler mentioned the shortfall in revenue concerning the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) and the fact that the County may have to fund this.  He noted no County funds were budgeted for this purpose. 

            Discussion ensued and it was the consensus of the Board that since the Florida Association of Counties (FAC) and the Small County Coalition were involved, to postpone the matter until after the Legislature had dealt with the issue.
Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:38 a.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN
________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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