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  December 20, 2005

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. and Commissioner Caruthers led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices. 
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]
	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  12/20/05
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               589,598.77 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 41,890.60 

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   9,850.14 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                            -   

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 14,074.78 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 53,418.48 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 11,256.42 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               102,645.16 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 52,646.72 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 17,830.97 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 15,473.25 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               150,740.40 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               169,828.03 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   

	 
	 BATCHES 06/0149-179

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,229,253.72 


            Agenda Item No. 2 was to reappoint Dick Calvitt to the Tourist Development Council.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 43550 in the amount of  $41,572.18 to Anderson Columbia Company, Inc. for work on 112th Street (Dry Prairie Road). 

            Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 43551 in the amount of $106,707.85 to Anderson Columbia Company, Inc. for work on the 144th Street and 138th Street Resurfacing Project.

Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 1 in the amount of $24,056.86 to Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for work on the 40th Street and 24th Street Resurfacing Project.

Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 1 in the amount of $30,136.88 to Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for work on the 138th Street and 144th Street Resurfacing Project.


Agenda Item No. 7 was to approve the Release of Lien for William and Tina Roberts, SHIP clients.  (See Agreement No. 2006-17)
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 through 7.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
            Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval for the use of some of the Suwannee County boat ramps for deadhead log retrieval by Michael C. Smith of Suwannee River Logging.
             John Claytor spoke, representing Mr. Smith and himself, regarding his credentials stating he had been in the deadhead log retrieval business since 1999.  Mr. Claytor advised he had permission from many of the surrounding counties to use their boat ramps on the Suwannee River for retrieving deadhead logs.  He stated his purpose for coming before the Board today was to ask permission to use the following five boat ramps in Suwannee County: Branford Boat Ramp, Deas Boat Ramp/Fox Trail, Royal Springs Boat Ramp, Telford Springs Boat Ramp, and Dowling Park Boat Ramp.  

             Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, quizzed Mr. Claytor extensively regarding his operation and any possibility of damage to the boat ramps or the springs.  Mr. Scott also stated he would like to observe the process and Mr. Claytor welcomed his, and anyone else’s, presence to watch his business in operation.  
             Mr. Claytor advised he had $500,000 of insurance, and would be able to increase it to $1 million, in the event any of the boat ramps were damaged and repairs would be made to the County’s standards.
            Commissioner Udell asked County Attorney Airth about requiring the deadhead logging business to sign an agreement containing a damage clause holding them responsible for repairing any damage.  County Attorney Airth agreed this would be the proper procedure.

             Commissioner Udell moved to approve the useage of the five previously named Suwannee County boat ramps for deadhead log retrieval subject to signing an annually renewable Agreement holding the logging business responsible for any damage to the boat ramps.   Commissioner Hatch seconded and added to his second that an inspection be made each year before the renewal of the Agreement.  The motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Maxwell opposed.
            Mr. Claytor asked if he would need to come back to the Board to add another boat ramp to the list.  Commissioner Hatch stated he would have to come back before the Board and that he felt Mr. Claytor’s insurance should be raised to $1 million.

            Commissioner Hatch made another motion to require Mr. Claytor to raise his insurance to $1 million.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Agenda Item No. 9 was at 4:00 p. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider waiving the fee for the use of the Coliseum in February, 2006 for a fundraiser for Love, Inc.  
             Wynona Edwards of Love, Inc., gave a brief overview of the agency stating this organization is a Christian clearing house working with the local churches and funded by the United Way, churches and individuals. She stated Love, Inc. assists citizens in the community with electric bills, food, housing, gas bills and many other personal needs.  Ms. Edwards stated the agency has planned a Gospel Sing fundraiser on February 10, 2006 in the Coliseum and is requesting a waiver of the fee to use the facility.
              Commissioner Hatch mentioned that the security deposit would still apply but the check would be routinely returned to them after the building was cleaned up.   
               Commissioner Maxwell moved to waive the rental fee for use of the Coliseum by Love, Inc. for a Gospel Sing fundraiser on February 10, 2006.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.     
              Agenda Item No. 10 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for permission to purchase a forklift approved in the current budget was withdrawn from the agenda to be heard at a later date.
           Agenda Item No. 11 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to request waiving the limit of salary for hire up to mid-scale for Youth Services Coordinator was withdrawn from the agenda at the request of John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries.
            Agenda Item No. 12 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to upgrade the Youth Services Coordinator position to Youth Services Manager position in the Level II Professional category.

            John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, advised this was a very responsible management position and he felt upgrading the position to Youth Service Manager, Level II  Professional was certainly warranted to enable him to hire someone with the proper credentials.
           Commissioner Caruthers asked if he would be re-advertising the position and Mr. Hales stated he would be as is required when a position is reclassified.  Commissioner Caruthers added he felt uneasy about the issue asking Mr. Hales if he already had a specific person in mind.  Mr. Hales answered that he was only trying to hire the best person for the job and the only way to accomplish that was to upgrade the position to attract qualified candidates.
            Commissioner Hatch asked if his budget would handle the upgrade and Mr. Hales stated it would.
           Commissioner Udell moved to approve upgrading the Youth Services Coordinator position to Youth Services Manager in Level II Professional.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.

            Agenda Item No. 13 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the preliminary plat approval of Pines of Pennington West Subdivision.  
            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, gave his report.  Mr. Meeks stated this subdivision contains 4 lots totaling 40.4 acres.  He advised the preliminary plat had been reviewed by County Attorney Airth who discovered the subsurface soil condition was not shown on the plat.

             Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, read the portion of the Land Development Regulations (LDRs) pertaining to the subsurface soil types and stated perc tests are done on the soil for septic tank installations.  Discussion followed and it was the consensus of the Board to have the North Florida Regional Planning Council address the issue in LDR amendments.
            Commissioner Caruthers asked about the 60 foot easement on the back of the property.  Mr. Alcorn stated the owner is asking for this to allow him access to his timber.
            Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat of Pines of Pennington West Subdivision.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

             At 5:05 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

             At 5:20 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting.

            At 5:21 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 16 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 26, Emergency Agenda Items.)  There were none to add.
             Agenda Item No. 17 was for approval of the minutes of the meeting held on December 6, 2005.  

            Chairman Fowler noted one correction on Page 4 in the last sentence of the second paragraph which read “finds” and should have read “funds”.  

            Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on December 6, 2005 subject to the one correction noted above.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  The Deputy Clerk made the cited correction.
             Agenda Item No. 18, for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes.)

            Sandy Killian approached the podium and asked if the Board had received a legal opinion from the North Florida Planning Council on the Board’s authority to regulate expanding dairy operations.  
            Chairman Fowler stated that the correspondence they had received was from the Dairy Association and not from the North Florida Regional Planning Council.
              Mrs. Killian stated she had received a copy and it seemed to be a biased opinion as there were several items left out, especially No. 5 pertaining to expansion of operations near residential homes.  She stated she understood that there had been correspondence between the County and Shenandoah Dairy and she would like to request a copy of that correspondence pursuant to Florida Statutes Chapter 119 for public records.  County Coordinator Wooley stated she would need to make her request in writing and submit it to the County Office. 
         At 5:30 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 14 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider authorizing the issuance of a purchase order based on the piggy-back of the Polk County contract for one (1) Rapiscan 515 X-ray Screening System to be paid from the Court Facility Fee Fund.
           County Judge William Slaughter pointed out the importance of the Courthouse security and the fact that he had been looking for three years for just the right X-ray Screening System that would fit the available space in the Courthouse.  He stated the Rapiscan 515 X-ray Screening System at a bid of $19,000 on the piggy-back of the Polk County contract was the lowest and best offered.  He advised the money would come from the Court Facility Fee Fund.
          Commissioner Udell moved to authorize issuance of a purchase order based on the piggy-back of the Polk County contract for one (1) Rapiscan 515 X-ray Screening System at a cost of $19,000 to be paid from the Court Facility Fee Fund.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
           At 5:34 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 19, under GENERAL BUSINESS, which was for a representative of the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court to present a report.

            Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, discussed his concerns regarding Courthouse security for the Clerk’s Office and the Sheriff’s Office, especially pertaining to the accessibility of the glass entrance doors in both areas and the vulnerability of the location of the Clerk’s cashier window.  Clerk Dasher suggested that everyone could enter through the main front entrance of the Courthouse, through the security system and then exit the building through the glass doors at the Clerk’s Office and Sheriff’s Office.  He suggested the two sets of glass doors be made for exit only.
          Commissioner Udell asked Clerk Dasher if he had discussed this issue with the judges and Sheriff.  Clerk Dasher stated he had not but had discussed the issue with court security personnel.  Commissioner Udell stated that as a courtesy the judges should be consulted.

          Clerk Dasher asked if the judges approve, could he implement his plan right away. 
          Chairman Fowler stated that when he received approval from the judges, the issue should be put back on the agenda.
           Clerk Dasher also advised he had received an Administrative Order 2005-02 from Chief Judge Julian E. Collins, stating that the additional $4.00 recording fee collected according to Florida Statute 28.24 effective July 1, 2004 would be remitted quarterly to Hamilton County Clerk of Circuit Court, for the Third Judicial Circuit, and disbursed from there to the seven counties in the Third Judicial Circuit based upon a committee’s recommendation.   Clerk Dasher stated that according to the Florida Statute, $2.00 of that fee goes to the Board in that county for court-related technology for courts, State Attorney, and Public Defender and not to a “pool” for disbursement as a committee sees fit.  He stated that in order to get an accounting record of these funds, the Board must make a request.     
            Commissioner Hatch stated he would check into the issue through the Florida Association of Counties.  Clerk Dasher advised the Clerk’s Association was also reviewing the issue for further possible actions.
             At 6:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a supper break.
             At 7:15 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting.
          At 7:15 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 15 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or a soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider vacating any roads and rights-of-way owned by the County within the boundaries of the property owned by Advent Christian Village.

           Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, read the general meets and bounds description of the Advent Christian Village properties as contained within the Resolution pertaining to renouncing, disclaiming and vacation of all roads and rights-of-way that belong or may belong to Suwannee County that exist within the boundaries of properties of the Advent Christian Village.

           Commissioner Caruthers asked if signs had been posted.

           Mr. Meeks stated there was no known existing road there to post a sign upon.

           County Attorney Airth asked about a right-of-way allowing access of Riverwoods Subdivision to the County Road.
            Jim Schenck, Advent Christian Village, stated the Village would grant new easements to address that issue.

            At 7:22 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

            Jim Ward asked if there will now be limited or gated access into the Village.  Mr. Schenck answered saying not at all because the commercial residents of the Village depend on the public for the survival of their businesses. 

            At 7:24 p.m. Chairman Fowler closed the floor to public comments. 
            Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a Resolution pertaining to renouncing, disclaiming and vacation of all roads and rights-of-way that belong or may belong to Suwannee County that exist within the boundaries of properties of the Advent Christian Village as described by general meets and bounds description contained with the Resolution.  (See Resolution 2006-06)          

            At 7:25 p.m. Chairman Fowler continued with Agenda Item No. 20 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Staff Reports.
A)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that Madison County was loosing their Building Inspector and had requested temporary assistance from Suwannee County.  Mr. Wooley stated an interlocal agreement exists between the counties and he was asking for Board approval to assist them with their building inspections.  It was the consensus of the Board to exercise the interlocal agreement and assist Madison County.

County Coordinator Wooley mentioned planning a retreat, possibly in January or February, for the Board and Staff to discuss County business.  After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board for County Coordinator Wooley to set the retreat for the last of January or the first of February.
County Coordinator Wooley reminded the Board that regarding intensive agriculture special permits, it is the density of animals that determines intensive agriculture and not related farming activities.  

Commissioner Caruthers asked what farming expansion requires a special permit.  County Coordinator Wooley stated additional structures such as chicken houses, barns, etc.

Commissioner Caruthers asked the status of the Fill Ordinance.  County Coordinator Wooley stated County Attorney is working on it.

Commissioner Caruthers stated the non-conforming parcels issue needs to be addressed in the LDR changes.

Commissioner Maxwell asked about the status of changes in the LDRs and Comprehensive Plan.  Commissioner Hatch stated the North Florida Regional Planning Council is working on these.

B) T. Jerry Sikes, PublicWorks Director, had nothing to report.

C) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had nothing to report.

D) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated he had checked on the funding request from

Hospice Haven and found no problem as long as it performs a public service and is a benefit to Suwannee County proportionally to the level of funding.
 
Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson stated Richard Powell, Hospice Haven board member, had inquired about the intentions or the decision of the Board on the funding.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to place this issue on the agenda for the next Board meeting.
Agenda Item No. 21 was for approval of additional work on the Anderson Columbia 165th  Street and 180th Road contract in District 3.

Public Works Director Sikes stated the estimate on the additional work amounted to $487,000.00.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the additional work in the amount of $487,000.00 and to authorize the Chairman to sign the change order.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 22 was for approval of additional work on The Scruggs Company  40th Street contract in District 1.
Commissioner Caruthers stated he was $60,000.00 short on this additional work and had better forget it for now.

Commissioner Udell offered to loan funds from his share of the gas tax funds temporarily to Commissioner Caruthers until the next State distribution.  Commissioner Caruthers was reluctant and stated he would check into it further and would place the issue on the next Board meeting agenda.

Agenda Item No. 23 was for approval of the Agreement with CSR Performance Products for the lease of Hangar No. A-4 at the Airport.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Agreement with CSR Performance Products for the lease of Hangar No. A-4 at the Airport.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2006-18)

Agenda Item No. 24 was for approval to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider adopting an Ordinance pertaining to the Construction Industry Licensing Board.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider adoption an Ordinance pertaining to the Construction Industry Licensing Board.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 25 was for authorization to upgrade the pumps on the two new fire tanker trucks to 1,000 g.p.m. pumps at a cost of $4,900.00 each as recommended by Fire Governing Board and Johnny Howard, Fire Coordinator.

County Coordinator Wooley stated one of the fire tanker trucks would come from the County Fire Department budget and the other from the Volunteer Fire Department funds.
Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize upgrading the pumps on the two new fire tanker trucks for 1,000 g.p.m. at a cost of $4,900.00 each.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 26 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were none added.
Agenda Item No. 27 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.
Commissioner Hatch stated he had a phone conference with the Governor’s Office concerning funding for suicide prevention in children and young adults.  Commissioner Hatch asked to represent the Board on this issue.

Chairman Fowler mentioned how trashy the roadsides were with litter and garbage strewn all over them.  He stated they needed cleaning up.
Commissioner Caruthers stated that as bad as it was in Suwannee County it was not as bad as some other counties.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
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________________________, D. C.
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