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October 4, 2005

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Chairman Maxwell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
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	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  10/04/05
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               518,080.28 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                 85,000.00 
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 27,319.66 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                   1,945.78 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 14,717.11 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                       93.75 
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 71,671.88 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   3,505.13 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               501,444.96 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 81,925.62 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 34,798.84 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 21,197.80 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                 17,112.00 
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 53,432.85 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               157,413.43 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                   4,588.66 
	

	 
	 BATCHES 05/0862-917
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,594,247.75 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


           Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 43193 in the amount of $190,062.87 to Anderson Columbia Company, Inc. for work on CR 136-A Project. (DOT Grant)
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 and 2.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
            Agenda Item No. 3 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve FY 06 State Aid to Libraries Grant Agreements for both Suwannee County and Regional Libraries.

            John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, advised these two grant agreements must be submitted each year for State Aid Assistance.  
            Commissioner Hatch moved to approve FY 06 State Aid to Libraries Grant Agreement - Suwannee County.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (Agreement No. Pending)

            Commissioner Hatch moved to approve FY 06 State Aid to Libraries Grant Agreement – Regional.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement No. Pending)
             Agenda Item No. 4 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to adopt a Resolution supporting the application by GreenCycle Suwannee River, Inc. for participation in the Qualified Target Industry Tax Refund Program.  
             Dennis Cason, Executive Director – Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce, stated GreenCycle Suwannee River, Inc. is a company that is considering locating in Suwannee County.  Mr. Cason stated the company produces organic-based products and would employ approximately 110 people at an annualized wage of $28,974.00.  
            Mr. Cason stated this company was asking the Suwannee County Development Authority to give them land in lieu of tax abatement which would amount to $600,000. Mr. Cason stated the proposal he submitted to the Board was for $100,000 of the ad valorem tax money each year for six years going to the Development Authority for reimbursement.        
           Commissioner Udell voiced his concern about that amount of ad valorem taxes not going to the County for six years.  He stated he was not sure this was the answer; maybe fifty percent of the $100,000 and extending the time to twelve years would be a better formula to use. 
            Discussion ensued.  

           Commissioner Hatch stated he felt the concept was good but it would have an impact on the infrastructure.  He stated the formula needed to be tweaked and then brought back to the Board for consideration.

            Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk, stated should the Board entertain such a proposal in addition to the suggested contract with the company for repayment, the Board should retain a mortgage lien interest on the land like the SHIP Program does.
            Mr. Cason stated the primary reason for being on the agenda today was to approve the Resolution supporting the application by GreenCycle Suwannee River, Inc. for participation in the Qualified Industry Tax Refund Program.    He read the Resolution in its entirety.  (See Resolution No. 2006-01)

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the aforementioned Resolution. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-01)
           Agenda Item No. 5 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider preliminary plat approval of Royal Springs Equestrian Estates Subdivision.

          Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated this property consists of twenty-three 5 - 10 acre lots totaling 163.55 acres.  Mr. Meeks stated the subdivision would require newly constructed paved roads built to County and DOT specifications.  He stated that some of the 10 acre lots are in the 100-year flood plane and would require newly built structures to be elevated one foot above the flood plane.  He advised the adjacent property owner is requesting a 60-foot strip of land from Lot 18 to allow him to access his property.
          Discussion ensued concerning the truck traffic and hauling that would be occurring through the subdivision by allowing a 60-foot easement.

          County Attorney Airth suggested taking Lot 18 out of the plat and making a road there like the other roads in the subdivision.

           Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, stated he could do that and would make that adjustment on the plat. 

          Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the preliminary plat for Royal Springs Equestrian Estates Subdivision with the removal of Lot 18 from the plat and adding a road there.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

            Agenda Item No. 6 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider final plat approval of Royal Springs Equestrian Ranches Subdivision.  

             Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, stated this property consists of nine 10 - 15 acre lots totaling 115.10 acres.  Mr. Meeks stated this subdivision is in the 100-year flood plane requiring new structures to be built one foot above the flood plane.  He stated the subdivision had been reviewed by Stuart Moore, County Engineer, and found to be in compliance.

            County Attorney Airth stated he had received a title opinion letter from Mr. Alcorn but was not comfortable with it because he had not been prepared by an attorney.  Mr. Airth stated he was in the process of contacting Eddie Anderson, Attorney in Lake City, regarding an appropriate title opinion letter.
            Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the final plat of Royal Springs Equestrian Ranches Subdivision subject to Mr. Airth receiving an appropriate title opinion letter.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Fowler opposed.

           At 10:04 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.            

           At 10:15 a.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.

           Agenda Item No. 7 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the construction plans for Creekside Subdivision.  

           Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, stated this subdivision consists of twelve lots totaling 69.41 acres.  
           Commissioner Hatch addressed the fact that since the majority of the Board has no experience with construction plans, possibly the Board could appoint Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, and Ronald Meeks, Zoning & Planning Director, to approve construction plans and make a recommendation to the Board for final approval.

            County Attorney Airth advised this could be done and the item placed on the Consent Agenda for final plan approval as recommended by Mr. Sikes and Mr. Meeks.
            Discussion ensued and it was the consensus of the Board to pursue this idea with Mr. Airth preparing the wording for a disclaimer to be added to constructions plans.

           Commissioner Hatch moved to appoint Jerry Sikes and Ronald Meeks to approve subdivision construction plans for recommendation to the Board for final approval and for Mr. Airth to prepare a disclaimer to be added to the plans.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 8 was at 10:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, open bids for a fueling station canopy.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2005-23)  

           T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised no bids were received and requested permission to re-advertise for bids.

            Commissioner Caruthers moved to re-advertise for bids for a fueling station canopy.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

GENERAL BUSINESS 

            Chairman calls for emergency agenda items.  (Any item this Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 21, Emergency Agenda Items.)

            There were three items to consider.

A) Approval of the contract with Anderson Columbia for resurfacing Dry Prairie Road.

B) Approval of the contract with Anderson Columbia for resurfacing 144th and 138th Streets.  (DOT Project)

C) Appointing one person to the Fire Governing Board to replace one person whose term expired on September 30, 2005.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the aforementioned three items to the agenda.

Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 10 was to approve of minutes of September 1, 2005 ranking of candidates for County Extension Director, September 6, 2005 Budget Hearing, and September 20, 2005 regular meeting.

Commissioner Caruthers noted a correction on Page 6 of the September 6, 2005 Budget Hearing minutes, second paragraph, in the motion he made, the following statement should have been added:  “contingent upon the assistance being lawful.”
Commissioner Fowler noted a correction on Page 28 of the September 20, 2005 Regular Meeting minutes, at the bottom of the page, should have read the motion carried “3-1” and not “3-2”.

The Deputy Clerk made the cited corrections.

Agenda Item No. 11 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

Jim Ward asked that extra handouts be made available for the public from persons speaking on public issues so that the public would be better informed.

Agenda Item No. 12 was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court to present report. 

Clerk Dasher distributed copies of a booklet prepared by the Clerk’s Office entitled “Citizens’ Annual Financial Report for the Year Ended September 30, 2004.”

Agenda Item No. 13 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had nothing to report.

B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated DOT has been doing a study at the

intersection of US 90 and CR 49.  He stated DOT felt a traffic light was not warranted there at this time but they would like to realign the road to the north and the railroad crossing, reconstructing the intersection, at a cost of $600,000.00 of DOT money, and possibly taking up to two years to complete.
C) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had nothing to report.

D) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised he had received paperwork on a 
foreclosure for a SHIP client due to bankruptcy.
E) Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, stated he is serving on a Traffic

Safety Committee that is looking into the serious school traffic situation on Walker Street.  

 Representative Dwight Stansel is to contact DOT regarding the availability of State funds for growth management in this area.

Commissioner Hatch stated he had talked with the School Board members about improvements on Walker Avenue and the Nettie Baisden property.


Mr. Scott stated Royal Springs is now closing from 7:00 p.m. until 7:00 a.m. and when the time changes the new hours for closing will be 6:00 p.m. until 6:00 a.m.

Agenda Item No. 14 was to approve the project to construct a retention area to decrease the flooding problem on Andrews’ property.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated County Attorney Airth would be obtaining easements from the Andrews for the County to construct the retention area.
County Attorney Airth stated easements may be needed from other surrounding property owners because this construction may cause water problems for others.

Mr. Sikes stated there was no intention of putting water on other properties and the work would be permitted through Suwannee River Water Management. 

Mr. Andrews stated there was no reason for other property owners to sign easements.  The problem was between his property and Mr. Carter’s (Nobles Greenhouse). Mr. Carter reiterated Mr. Andrews’ statement that the water settles only between his property and Mr. Andrews’.

Commissioner Caruthers stated both parties are willing to sign easements to hold the County harmless and instructed Mr. Airth to proceed with getting the easements signed by both parties enabling the County to obtain the permit to begin the project.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the project to construct a retention area to decrease the flooding problem on the Andrews’ property providing the Andrews and Carters sign easements holding the County harmless.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda Item No. 15 was to consider approval of a lease agreement with Eddy Cebreco for a car show at the Airport in February 2006.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated this was the same car show as last year, Blood Drag, but the fee was $2,500.00 this year which is up $500.00 from last year. 

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the lease agreement with Eddy Cebreco for a car show at the Airport in February 2006.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 16 was to authorize Commissioner Udell to hold a County-owned infant burial vault to be used in an indigent burial.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the infant burial vault was originally planned to be used as a time capsule several years ago by the County but it would not work.  Mr. Wooley stated Commissioner Udell had expressed a willingness to hold it for use in an indigent burial for an infant.  Mr. Wooley advised this would be a better County benefit than surplusing the vault and selling it at public auction.
Commissioner Udell stated he would hold the vault in storage at his facility until needed and deduct the cost of the vault from the amount charged to the County for an indigent burial.  Commissioner Udell stated he would abstain from voting due to conflict of interest.

Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize Commissioner Udell to hold the infant burial vault at his facility until needed for an indigent infant burial.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Udell abstaining.

Agenda Item No. 17 was to consider adoption of Resolution supporting use of traffic light cameras.  

Commissioner Randy Hatch stated the camera would catch persons running red lights.  Commissioner Hatch stated this Resolution had been patterned after the example from Sarasota County.
Chairman Maxwell stated he felt that Suwannee County was too small to warrant a Resolution like this and that the results would not stand up in court.

Commissioner Fowler stated he felt the Resolution example from Sarasota County was probably more than we needed and did not feel it would have much impact on our County.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Resolution supporting the use of traffic light cameras.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion failed 3-2 with Commissioner Caruthers, Commissioner Fowler and Chairman Maxwell opposed.

Agenda Item No. 18 was to approve the paving of 224th Street funded by 5th District gas tax revenue.  

Commissioner Randy Hatch stated the area involved two intersections, a fire station, major washouts with deep holes, and serious safety issues.  He stated this request was for approval for future needs and would not involve any money at this time.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the paving of 224th Street funded by 5th District gas tax revenue.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda Item No. 19 was to discuss, with possible Board action, advertising to adopt an Ordinance pertaining to registered sexual predators and registered sexual offenders.

Commissioner Hatch discussed the copy of the example of an Ordinance from Columbia County.  

Discussion ensued and it was the consensus of the Board that more community coordination was needed before adoption of such an Ordinance and referred the issue to County Attorney Airth to confer with the Sheriff, State Attorney, the City of Live Oak and other community entities.

Commissioner Hatch moved to table the issue until Mr. Airth could gather more information and do a rough draft of an Ordinance for the Board’s review.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

At 11:35 a.m. Chairman Maxwell skipped the Agenda Item No. 21 which was for Emergency Agenda Items.  There were three to hear.

A) To sign contract with Anderson Columbia for paving 112th Street (Dry Prairie Road).
B) To sign contract with Anderson Columbia for paving 144th and 138th Streets.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve signing the two aforementioned contracts.

Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

C) To appoint a replacement for the expired vacancy on Fire Governing

Board.

Commissioner Udell moved to appoint Tracy Dowdy to fill the vacated space on the

Fire Governing Board.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 11:35 a.m. Chairman Maxwell excused County Attorney Airth from the meeting.

At 11:37 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

At 11:46 a.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 20 to discuss Legal Services Agreement No. 2003-07 with possible Board action. 

Commissioner Fowler stated the existing contract is automatically renewed if not discussed and he disagreed with this.   He stated several local attorneys had expressed an interest and he felt going out for RFPs was the fair and ethical way to conduct business.  Commissioner Fowler stated the current contract has been in place since 1995 and makes the exception to the attorney’s attendance at budget meetings. He stated he felt the attorney should attend all meetings and public hearings, and that several changes needed to be made to the current contract.  
Commissioner Udell stated the Board had approved the automatic contract renewal several years ago. He stated the contract changes and needs should be discussed with Mr. Airth.  Commissioner Udell stated he had no interest in terminating Mr. Airth.       
Chairman Maxwell stated RFPs were a standard business practice.

Commissioner Caruthers stated the County Attorney needed to be at all meetings and hearings.  He stated that going out for RFPs would be in the best interest of the County.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve going out for RFPs for legal services.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Udell and Commissioner Hatch opposed. 

Agenda Item No. 22 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.  There were none.
Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








BILLY MAXWELL, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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