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  September 19, 2006

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, Betty Carver, and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Commissioner Maxwell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices. 
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	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  09/19/2006
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               734,692.63 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $               100,000.00 
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 32,089.36 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   5,167.70 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 21,921.83 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 23,013.58 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 38,435.80 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   5,396.45 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               309,563.65 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 70,154.10 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 27,514.74 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 65,000.00 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 52,340.68 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 35,061.43 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                      270.00 
	

	 
	BATCHES: 06-0761-797
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,520,621.95 
	


            Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the reappointment of Tim Nagy, District 5, for another term on the Volunteer Fire Board. 

Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the appointment of Brent McCall, as alternate, to the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals.


Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve the Release of Lien for Gregory P. and Janet K. Becker, SHIP Clients.  (See Agreement No. 2006-105)
            Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve the Release of Lien for Robert S. and Jenna S. Gillaspie, SHIP clients.  (See Agreement No. 2006-106)

Commissioner Maxwell requested that Agenda Item No. 5 by removed from the Consent Agenda for discussion.


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 – 4. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
After a short discussion, Commissioner Maxwell realized the confusion which was with item #5 on the Fire Board appointments. 
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 5.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
             Agenda Item No. 6 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to adopt a Proclamation proclaiming the month of October 2006 as Influenza Awareness Month.  

             Jerry Combass, Public Health Preparedness and Response County Coordinator for Lafayette, Suwannee and Taylor County Health Departments, read the Proclamation in its entirety.   
           Commissioner Udell expressed concern about the limited assistance from Federal and State agencies until the vaccine is available for distribution which would take from six to nine months and inquired as to who made this decision.  Mr. Combass replied there are different strains of influenza and it takes that long to develop the vaccine.  He further explained this is the reason for promoting public awareness of a possible influenza pandemic.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Proclamation announcing the month of October 2006 as Influenza Awareness Month. Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-73)
             At 4:10 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 12 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items. (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 26, Emergency Agenda Items.)

             There were three items to consider.

A) Approval of EMPA Base Grant Agreement for FY 2006-07 in the amount of $102,959.00.  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)
B) Request that the Board of County Commissioners appoint Ken Willis, Interim Emergency Services Director, to the Public Safety Director position as Interim Public Safety Director.  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

C) Letter received from FDOT regarding applications for the 50% match County Incentive Grant Program with a deadline of October 1, 2006. (T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director)

Commissioner Maxwell moved to add the aforementioned three items to Agenda. 

Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 13 was for Public Concerns and Comments. (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

            There were none.

           Agenda Item No. 14 was for Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, to present a  report.

           There was no report.

           Agenda Item No. 15 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

           There were no reports.

             Agenda Item No. 16  was for Staff Reports.

 
A)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had no report

B)  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.

C)  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.

D)  Hal A. Airth, County  Attorney, had no report.

            Agenda Item No. 17 was to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee in awarding the following bids:  

             T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated the Bid Review Committee had met and recommended awarding the bids as follows:

A) Two (2) Three Point, Hitch Mounted Tree Cutters to Suwannee Equipment, low bidder, for $10,356.00 each.
Commissioner Hatch moved to award the aforesaid bid to Suwannee Equipment for

$10,356.00 each.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

B) Batteries to Battery Distributors Southeast, the only bidder, for a total amount of $663.00.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to award the aforesaid bid to Battery Distributors

Southeast for a total of $663.00.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

C) Antifreeze 
Mr. Sikes reported there was only one bid received, from  Jim  Hinton  Oil  Company 
for $9.95 a gallon.  He further reported he felt the bid price was too high and had contacted local businesses for comparative prices which were found to be lower.  He presented and discussed this information with the Bid Review Committee and they decided to recommend rejecting the bid.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to reject the only bid from Jim Hinton Oil Company.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

D) Motor Oil and Hydraulic Oil to Jim Hinton Oil Company, the only bidder, for a

total of $1,079.65.

Commissioner Hatch moved to award the aforesaid bid to Jim Hinton Oil Company.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

E) Galvanized Corrugated Metal Pipe to Metal Culverts, Inc.  

 Mr. Sikes stated the 15 inch and 18 inch pipe is the bulk of what was used and Metal 

Culverts, Inc. was the low bidder.  

Commissioner Udell moved to award the aforesaid bid to Metal Culverts, Inc. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

             Agenda Item No. 18 was to approve to advertise to hold a public hearing concerning the operation of ATV’s on certain roadways.  

             John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, explained that the State had changed the law pertaining to ATV usage but allows the County to be exempt provided the Board advertises and holds a public hearing and votes to exempt the County. 
            Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve advertising to hold a public hearing at the regular Board meeting on October 17, 2006 concerning exempting the County from the new ATV law.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

             Due to Judge William Slaughter’s presence, at 4:30 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 7 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the adoption of a Resolution declaring October 15 through October 22, 2006, as Mediation Week. 
             Judge Slaughter explained the importance of mediators and that, because of their assistance, the number of trials conducted in the County had been significantly reduced.  He stated they deserve recognition for their vital service to the County.

             Commissioner Udell moved to adopt a Resolution declaring October 15 through October 22, 2006 as Mediation Week.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-72)
             At 4:32 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 19 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was to approve the contract with AK & Associates, in the amount of $28,458.00, for a Multi-Media Digital Logging System for the Suwannee County E 9-1-1 Public Safety Communications Center.  

             John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the contract with AK & Associates had previously been approved but this was for the final contract to be signed for submittal.
            Commissioner Udell moved to approve the contract with AK & Associates for $28,458.00 for a Multi-Media Digital Logging System for the Suwannee County E 9-1-1 Public Safety Communications Center.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2006-109)
             Agenda Item No. 20 was to approve an Adoption Agreement (2006) and Certificate of Resolution (2006) for Section 125 Premium Only Plan for health insurance.  

             John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, explained this is known as the Cafeteria Plan and is done on an annual basis. 

             Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Adoption Agreement (2006) and Certificate of Resolution (2006) for Section 125 Premium Only Plan and health insurance.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement No. 2006-107 and Resolution No. 2006-69)
             Agenda Item No. 21 was to approve the Agreement with North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for Local Government Comprehensive Planning Services for FY 2007.  

             John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, explained this was the FY 2007 Agreement between the County and North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to provide comprehensive planning services.  Mr. Wooley reported the service level had dropped but felt it was due to many of the counties that the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council serves having the same deadlines.

             Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Agreement with North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for FY 2007.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2006-108)
             Agenda Item No. 22 was to adopt a Resolution adopting the North Central Florida Economic Development District Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 2005-06 Annual Report, to meet Economic Development Administration (EDA) requirements to remain eligible for funding of projects within the County.  

           John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the Board must pass the Resolution adopting the Annual Report to comply with the U.S. Economic Development Administration’s guidelines.

          Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Resolution adopting the North Central Florida Economic Development District Comprehensive Development Strategy 2005-06 Annual Report.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-70)
            Agenda Item No. 23 was for approval to purchase two (2) sets of extrication equipment off the State contract for the Fire/Rescue Department.  

            John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, announced that, after further evaluation, since the old equipment would be transferred to the Volunteer Fire Department when the new trucks arrive, three (3) sets of extrication equipment were needed instead of two (2).
             Commissioner Udell moved to approve the purchase of three (3) sets of extrication equipment off the State contract for the Fire/Rescue Department.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 24 was to discuss, with possible Board action, the creation of an Airport Advisory Committee.  

            Commissioner Billy Maxwell stated an Airport Advisory Committee was needed to improve the Airport services.  Commissioner Maxwell suggested that five members be selected, one by each Commissioner.  He further suggested that those selected should have some connection with the Airport.
            Commissioner Udell stated he had no one in mind to appoint and asked if Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, could furnish a list of folks to choose from.  

           County Attorney Hal Airth proposed establishing some committee rules before voting on members.

        Commissioner Maxwell stated this committee would be serving in an advisory capacity and would make no decisions. 

         Chairman Fowler pointed out that the Airport belongs to the taxpayers and objected to placing too many rules and limitations on the committee members.

          Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve creating an Airport Advisory Committee and to obtain a list of persons who would be interested in serving on this committee from Donald Robinson.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion. 

           After further discussion, Commissioner Maxwell amended his original motion to add that the persons chosen shall be from Suwannee County.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed the meeting to open the Final Budget Hearing.
           At 5:27 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the regular meeting.

           Agenda Item No. 25 was for Emergency Agenda Items.  

           There were three to hear.

A) Approval of the EMPA Base Grant Agreement for FY 2006-07 in the amount of $102,959.00.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, pointed out  that this is  an  annually  renewable

Emergency Management Agreement which will expire on September 30, 2006.  Mr. Wooley stated these funds are intended for the enhancement of the County emergency management preparedness.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the EMPA Base Grant Agreement for FY 2006-07 in the amount of $102,959.00.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
B) To request that the Board of County Commissioners appoint Ken Willis, Interim Emergency Services Director, to the Public Safety Director position as Interim Public Safety Director.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated he is requesting the Board’s approval to

appoint Ken Willis to serve as Interim Director in the newly created position of Public Safety Director effective immediately.  Mr. Wooley advised the position has been advertised with a closing date of November 13, 2006.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve appointing Ken Willis as Interim Director in the newly created position of Public Safety Director effective immediately.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler directed Mr. Wooley to send a letter to the employees notifying them of the appointment.

C) Letter received from FDOT regarding applications for the 50% match County Incentive Grant Program with a deadline of October 1, 2006. 

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, explained that the letter from FDOT had been

faxed to him today asking for project requests.  Mr. Sikes mentioned that the County has to certify that the funds are available when State funding is approved.  He pointed out that the deadline for submission is October 1, 2006.


Commissioner Hatch suggested submitting 129th Street (Hughes Road) that has five miles which has been left unpaved.  Mr. Sikes replied Hughes Road would meet the criteria which states the road must relieve traffic off a State road.  

Commissioner Hatch and Commissioner Caruthers discussed submitting the addition of a second phase to the Walker Street project.


Commissioner Hatch moved to submit applications to FDOT for paving the unfinished portion of 129th Street (Hughes Road) and for a second phase of the Walker Street project.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 


At 5:50 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a supper break.


At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 8 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, a proposal regarding Little River Springs.  

Jerry Scarborough, Suwannee River Water Management District, discussed the possibility of a partnership between Suwannee River Water Management District, the State and the County to lease the Little River Springs property to the State of Florida as a part of a State-wide park system.
Commissioner Hatch expressed concern about security problems at the Springs.
Mr. Scarborough stated this would be a major campground with pavilion, picnic tables, camp sites, boating facilities and part of the Wilderness Trail.  He mentioned this would be a 99-year lease with the State and if the Board was interested in participating, a management plan would be brought back before the Board for their approval. 
Commissioner Udell moved to support leasing the Little River Springs property to the State.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

             Agenda Item No. 9 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider approval of a proposed application for closing a portion of Phillips Avenue located outside the Town of Branford.  

             Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated the portion of Phillips Avenue was platted as a road but no one has used it for quite some time and it is grown up with weeds and brush.
             Commissioner Hatch stated that if the County closes it then the Town of Branford will close their portion.

             At 7:32 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

             Dr. Mark Majors stated this property bordered his property and he supported closing the area as it was not serving any purpose. 

             Joseph Maddox, adjoining property owner who made the application, stated he would like to clean up the area and use the space.

             Glen Barrs, an adjoining property owner, stated he supported closing the area.  Mr. Barrs stated it had never been maintained as a road and closing it would eliminate unwanted visitors.   

             There being no further comments, at 7:38 p.m. Chairman Fowler closed the floor to public comments.

             Commissioner Hatch moved to abandon the portion of Phillips Avenue located outside the Town of Branford.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-71)
             Agenda Item No. 10 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider approval of the Rezoning Application No. SP-06-07-01, by Suwannee 1564, LLC, to change the zoning on the property from Agriculture-1 to Planned Rural Residential Development (PRRD), concerning the Deer Lake Preserve in District 4.  

             At 7:39 p.m. Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, was sworn in by County Attorney Hal Airth.  Mr. Meeks explained that rezoning this property to a PRRD would require 80% to be set aside and 20% developed.  He reported the property is located close to Lake Louise and is now timberland. He further reported the subdivision would require newly paved roads, wells and septic tanks.
             Commissioner Maxwell stated wording on Page 2 the plat should be removed pertaining to the County maintaining the roads.

              Commissioner Caruthers pointed out that the property owner’s names and the standard notes were not on the plat.  He emphasized that none of the set aside acreage would be sold and no building permits would be allowed.
             At 8:46 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

             There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

             Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Rezoning Application SP 06-07-01 by Suwannee 1564, LLC changing the zoning from Agriculture-1 to a PRRD concerning Deer Lake Preserve in District 4.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-68)
             Agenda Item No. 11 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the preliminary plat of Deer Lake Preserve in District 4.
            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, reported this PRRD subdivision contains a total of 176 acres consisting of 31 one acre lots in the developed acreage.

             After some discussion about missing information on the preliminary plat, and the concern of Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, about roadway issues, it was suggested to table the issue.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to table the preliminary plat of Deer Lake Preserve in District 4 until the next regular Board meeting.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  


At 7:49 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned Agenda Item No. 26 which was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments. 
            There were none.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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