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Tuesday, September 19, 2006

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


 5:15 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a Final Budget Hearing and the following were present: Chairman Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Clerk Kenneth Dasher, Michael Tyson, Betty Carver, Richard Ring, Leeta Bronson, and Neena Funicelli, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was present.
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. and then called upon Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court.

Clerk Dasher presented the changes in the 2007 Budget figures according to the wishes of the Board.  He announced the rollback rate of 7.4650 and the percentage of increase over the rollback rate of 20.56 percent.

At 5:17 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments. 

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

At 5:18 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed the Final Budget Hearing and convened the Governing Board hearing for the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Municipal Service Benefit Unit to consider the final assessment.
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, announced the proposed final household assessment rate of $114.48 which is no increase from the prior year.  Mr. Wooley explained the MSBUs process and stated that the MSBUs had been previously voted on and sent to the Tax Collector.

At 5:19 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments. 

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

At 5:20 p.m. Chairman Fowler adjourned the hearing for the Governing Board for the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Municipal Service Benefit Unit and opened the Governing Board hearing for Fire Protection Service Municipal Service Benefit Unit to consider the final assessments.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, announced the proposed final Residential 

Urban and Rural rate (per dwelling unit) of $39.0203 and Non-Residential (per square foot up to 40,000) $.0732; and Transient Occupancy rate (per unit) $140.0988; land less than 160 acres (per parcel) $12.4356; and land over 160 acres (per acre) $.0953, which are the same as last year.


At 5:22 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.


There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.


At 5:23 p.m. Chairman Fowler adjourned the hearing for the Fire Protection Service Municipal Service Benefit Units and reconvened the Final Budget Hearing.


Commissioner Udell stated he was going to ask again for one new position in the Maintenance Department to assist with additional duties.


Commissioner Udell moved to add one position to the Maintenance Department.  The motion died for lack of a second.


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the final proposed millage rate of 9.0 mils with a rollback rate of 7.4650 and the increase over the rollback rate of 20.56 percent.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the proposed final budget of $45,977,803.00.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Fowler discussed a letter from Judge Collins referring to additional expenses in rent and utilities for the Court Administrators Office in Lake City. Chairman Fowler stated the letter had been received too late to be figured in the budget and a budget amendment would be required for these additional expenses.


Clerk Dasher introduced Richard Ring who had been transferred to the Administration Department of the Clerk’s Office.


Chairman Fowler thanked the Finance Department for a job well done.
Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Fowler adjourned the Tentative Budget Hearing at 5:30 p.m.
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