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September 7, 2006
City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


 5:15 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a Tentative Budget Hearing and the following were present: Chairman Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Clerk Kenneth Dasher, Michael Tyson, Betty Carver, Leeta Bronson, and Neena Funicelli, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was present.
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. and congratulated the Clerk Dasher on the budget process this year.  

Chairman Fowler then called upon Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court.

Clerk Dasher gave a brief overview of the County’s financial situation and distributed a Six-Year County Revenue and Expense Comparison chart prepared by the Finance Department.  He pointed out that ad valorem tax revenue had increased significantly but warned the Board to be careful with expenditures.  He encouraged the Board to retain some funds in reserve for emergencies and for capital projects that needed attention.
Clerk Dasher stated that because of her expertise, he was turning over the Hearing to Leeta Bronson, Finance Director, to present the Tentative Budget.   
Mrs. Bronson announced a tentative proposed millage rate of 9.7 mils, with a tentative budget of $46,922,687.00 at a rollback rate of 7.4650 and the percentage of increase in ad Valorem tax revenue of the proposed millage over the rollback rate is 29.94 percent.  Mrs. Bronson advised the Chairman and Board Members had been furnished updates for their Tentative Budget Notebooks.
At 5:25 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments and called upon Constitutional Officers for their budget requests.
Tony Cameron, Suwannee County Sheriff, approached the podium and presented his budget.  Sheriff Cameron reported an increase in insurance and retirement that had affected his budget, and that he had added four new positions that had increased the overall wages by 9.44%.  He pointed out that the Sheriff’s Department had experienced a decrease in grant funding this year.  He stated his department is planning to work I-10 heavily to bring in more revenue.  
Chairman Fowler complimented Sheriff Cameron on his good work and prudence with County funds. 

Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, approached the podium and presented his budget.  Mr. Dasher reported an increase in insurance and retirement.  He stated the salary for a CPA for the Finance Department had been increased to attract qualified applicants. 

As there were no other Constitutional Officers present, Chairman Fowler called for requests from Outside Agencies.  There were none.

Next, Chairman Fowler called for County Department budget requests.  There were none.
Mr. Barney Wainwright approached the podium and expressed his concern over the increased property taxes in Suwannee County. Mr. Wainwright entreated the Board for any assistance with this issue.
Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson stated property tax appeal applications should be filed through the Value Adjustment Board and the deadline for applications is September 12, 2006 at 4:30 p.m.

Mrs. Melissa Blackwell approached the podium and stated she had a problem with the assessment of her property on the TRIM notice.  Mrs. Blackwell explained she and her husband had purchased a house this year but the assessed value was incorrect.  

After some discussion, it was determined that because Mr. and Mrs. Blackwell had purchased the house this year, they would not be able to file for homestead exemption until next year which caused the higher assessment value.  
There were several other members of the public that expressed their concerns and objections to the property tax issue.  The result of this discussion was that the only help the Board could give would be to lower the millage rate, but that would only be an insignificant amount.  The only other solution would be to appeal through the Value Adjustment Board.
 At 6:31 p.m. Chairman Fowler closed the public comments.

Commissioner Hatch announced he felt the millage could be lowered to 9.5 mils and the County be financially stable.
Commissioner Caruthers stated the millage could be rolled back to 8.6 and still have money available for emergencies.  
Commissioner Udell stated that 8.6 mils was too far back but he could live with 9.5 mils.
Commissioner Udell moved to reduce the millage rate from 9.7 to 9.5 mils.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion failed 3-2 with Commissioner Caruthers, Commissioner Maxwell and Chairman Fowler opposed.
Chairman Fowler stated he could support a roll back to 9.0 mils and the County would still be in good financial condition.
Commissioner Caruthers stated he would like for any excess funds to be placed into roads.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to reduce the millage rate to 9.0 mils.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Udell opposed.  (See Resolution No. 2006-58)

At 7:12 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed the Tentative Budget Hearing to reconvene the regular Board meeting.

At the direction of County Attorney Hal Airth, Chairman Fowler called for a motion to recess the regular Board meeting to reconvene and complete the Tentative Budget Hearing. 


Commissioner Hatch moved to recess the regular Board meeting to reconvene and complete the Tentative Budget Hearing.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 7:15 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the Tentative Budget Hearing. 

At 7:16 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed the Tentative Budget Hearing and convened the Governing Board for the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Municipal Service Benefit Unit to consider the FY2007 assessment.
Leeta Bronson, Finance Director, announced the proposed household assessment rate of $114.48 which is the same as last year.

At 7:20 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor for public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.
Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU household assessment rate of $114.48 per household.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
At 7:22 p.m. Chairman Fowler adjourned the hearing for the Governing Board for the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Municipal Service Benefit Unit.

At 7:23 p.m. Chairman Fowler convened the Governing Board for the Fire Protection Service Municipal Service Benefit Unit to consider the FY2007 assessment.
Leeta Bronson, Finance Director, announced the proposed Residential Urban and Rural rate (per dwelling unit) of $39.0203 and Non-Residential (per square foot up to 40,000) $.0732; and Transient Occupancy rate (per unit) $140.0988; land less than 160 acres (per parcel) $12.4356; and land over 160 acres (per acre) $.0953, which are the same as last year.
At 7:24 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the rates for the Fire Protection Service MSBU as stated above.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
At 7:25 p.m. Chairman Fowler adjourned the hearing for the Governing Board for the Fire Protection Service Municipal Service Benefit Unit and reconvened the Tentative Budget Hearing.
Commissioner Hatch moved to accept the recommendation from the Governing Board for the Fire Protection Service Municipal Service Benefit Unit of Residential Urban and Rural rate (per dwelling unit) of $39.0203 and Non-Residential (per square foot up to 40,000) $.0732; Transient occupancy (per unit) $140.0988; Land less than 160 acres (per parcel) $12.4356; and Land greater than 160 acres (per acre) $.0953.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2006-52)
Commissioner Caruthers moved to set the rate of non-ad valorem fire revenue at 23% to go to the Volunteer Fire Department.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Hatch moved to accept the recommendation from the Governing Board for the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Municipal Service Benefit Units of household assessment rate of $114.48 per household.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2006-51)
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Tentative Budget of $45,977,803.00.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2006-59)
At 7:32 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed the Tentative Budget Hearing and convened the Governing Board for Road Improvement Municipal Service Benefit Unit for Suwannee County.

Chairman Fowler called on John G. Wooley, County Coordinator.  Mr. Wooley presented the proposed Resolution for the 133rd Lane MSBU. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed for public comments.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Resolution as proposed for 133rd Lane MSBU.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-54)

Mr. Wooley next presented the proposed Resolution for the 113th Road and 122nd Terrace and 122nd Trail MSBU. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed for public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Resolution for 113th Road and 122nd Terrace and 122nd Trail MSBU.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-57)
Mr. Wooley presented the proposed Resolution for the 75th Drive and 118th Terrace MSBU.  Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed for public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the proposed Resolution for 75th Drive and 118th Terrace MSBU.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-56)

Mr. Wooley presented next the proposed Resolution for the 78th Street and 76th Terrace MSBU.  Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed for public comments. 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Resolution as proposed for 78th Street and 76th Terrace MSBU. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-53)
Mr. Wooley next presented the proposed Resolution for the 147th Road MSBU.  Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed for public comments.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Resolution as proposed for 147th Road MSBU.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-55)
There being no further business for the Road Improvement MSBU Governing Board to discuss, it was adjourned at 7:43 p.m.
At 7:44 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the Tentative Budget Hearing.
Commissioner Hatch moved to accept the assessment recommendation from the Governing Board for Road Improvement MSBUs on all five road MSBUs: 75th Drive and 118th Terrace MSBU; 113th Road/122nd Terrace/122nd Trail MSBU; 78th Street and 76th Terrace MSBU; 147th Road MSBU; and 133rd Lane MSBU. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Fowler adjourned the Tentative Budget Hearing at 7:47 p.m.
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