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August 22, 2006

City Council Chambers
Live Oak, Florida


10:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time in the City Council Chambers. The following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; and Mike Tyson and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Commissioner Douglas M. Udell and County Attorney Hal A. Airth were not present.


The purpose of the Workshop was to discuss the proposed amendments to the Comprehensive Plan for Suwannee County.
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. and asked Scott Koons, North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, to discuss the results of the proposed amendments to the Comprehensive Plan that were sent to the Department of Community Affairs (DCA).
Mr. Koons stated DCA found the following eight objections to the amendments:

1. Amount of projected population growth and land to support that growth

2. Traffic capacity

3. Sanitary sewer capacity

4. School capacity

5. Recreation

6. Solid waste

7. Internal financial consistency to maintain adopted level of service standards
8. Water capacity in Dowling Park.

Mr. Koons continued, addressing the objections.  He stated the first objection was 
inadequate data demonstrating the need for additional land to accommodate the potential increase in population.  
At 10:18 a.m. Commissioner Udell arrived for the Workshop.


Mr. Koons stated the second concern was the lack of a transportation analysis indicating the capacity of the road network based on the maximum development potential.  He stated this was the most critical problem because traffic is the determining factor.

Commissioner Hatch asked if we could adopt a different level of standard for the roads to increase the number of vehicle trips.  Mr. Koons replied that the County could adopt a lower standard if FDOT and DCA approved.  Commissioner Hatch asked what the traffic counts were based on and if the unpaved roads were factored in.  Mr. Koons replied vehicle trips are based on current average daily trips at peak hours on main highways.  Commissioner Hatch added the County needs to have the roads re-designated to get more capacity.

Attorney Andrew Decker stated the County has an infrastructure deficit.  Mr. Decker emphasized that we need a plan and the funding to implement that plan.  He suggested charging impact fees to developers to assist the Board with the necessary funding.


Bob Farley, Live Oak City Administrator, asked if annexation would be beneficial.  Mr. Koons replied that it could certainly help with traffic requirements as the requirements are lower within municipalities.


Stacey Worth, area real estate developer, stated the interested parties in the County need to meet and develop a plan of action.

Commissioner Udell stated the old road system was not conducive to increasing development.  He pointed out that roads are the key, infrastructure is a must and the County needs to develop a plan and implement it.


Sonny Nobles, Mayor of Live Oak, reiterated Mr. Farley’s earlier idea regarding annexation being part of the solution.  Mr. Koons again replied it would help. 


County Coordinator Wooley reminded the Board that DCA needs an answer in 60 days.  Mr. Wooley stated it all boils down to having infrastructure and the funding to put it in place. 


Chairman Fowler stated the County needs all entities to meet to discuss the problems and produce a plan.  

Dennis Cason, Chamber of Commerce, asked about changing the floor ratio to .50 for industrial building space.  Mr. Cason stated several new businesses had been discussing locating in our County but had decided on other areas due to our floor ratio being low.


Mr. Koons stated an amendment would need to be prepared to change the floor ratio to .50 for commercial space.
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Fowler adjourned the Workshop at 12:22 p.m.
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