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Thursday July 27, 2006
Suwannee County Library

Live Oak, Florida


10:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time in the Suwannee County Library Meeting Room for a workshop regarding the proposed courthouse expansion project. The following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Michael Tyson Deputy Clerk.  County Attorney Hal A. Airth was not present.


The purpose of the workshop was to discuss with The Haskell Company, the contracted design/build firm, the preliminary design of the Courthouse addition immediately west of the Courthouse. 
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and John G. Wooley, County Coordinator introduced the Haskell staff. An agenda was addressed consisting of: 1. Establishing Project Expectations, 2. Architectural Programming, 3. A Review of Stacking Diagrams,  and 4. Proposed Project Programming Schedule.
The Haskell staff advised a primary need for this workshop was to solicit the Board’s input regarding what was wanted and needed in the proposed building.  They advised that their understanding was that a Commission meeting room, that would eventually become a court room, if one was need.

The Board of County Commissioners made it clear that they have no objection to a Board Meeting Room being built for multiple uses but in no way was the Board interested in a temporary Board Meeting Room.  They intend to have a permanent Meeting Room in the new facility at least for the foreseeable future. 

A good deal of discussion ensued regarding a first floor multi-purpose meeting room that might also be used for a courtroom when not in use by the Board. Various amenities needed and desired such as seating capacity, audio visual capabilities, ancillary rooms and restroom facilities were discussed.  Circuit Judge David Fina gave input regarding some courtroom requirements.  A great deal of court use involved security issues which seem to complicate or amend some of the preliminary design/construction proposals.
The initial proposal for the second floor was to leave it unfinished on the interior and use it for storage.  After discussion of the Board’s intent to have a permanent meeting room and security/construction issues involved in the first floor use for courts, it was a consensus of the Board that perhaps the second floor should be planned as a courtroom facility from the beginning.

There was a proposed basement level for at least part of the building.  Uses of the basement for Clerk’s official records expansion, an alternate EOC, Prisoner Holding Area, General Records Storage, Parking Area, etc. were discussed.

A need for Judge’s Parking was discussed. Also access to the mechanical facilities for the building as well as surrounding buildings was discussed.
The Board expressed a desire to move up the schedule of future workshops with The Haskell Company to make sure they were before the FY2007 Budget Hearings that are scheduled to begin by September 7th, 2006, with the Final Budget Hearing scheduled for September 19th, 2006.  The Board advised some cost estimates would be needed for any inclusion in the FY2007 Budget. The Haskell staff advised they would proceed with the changes discussed and some cost estimates and return prior to the budget hearings.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Fowler adjourned the workshop at 12:00 Noon.
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