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  July 18, 2006

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, Betty Carver and Sandra Sweat-McCarl, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Commissioner Maxwell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices. 
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]
	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  07/18/2006
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               857,834.39 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               482,000.26 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   4,706.82 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       51.61 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 20,968.05 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 30,430.75 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   5,008.81 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                   2,025.00 
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               174,975.34 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 61,456.55 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 28,248.23 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 40,842.49 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               102,501.44 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 92,870.35 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   
	

	 
	BATCHES: 06-627-653
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,903,920.09 
	


            Agenda Item No. 2 was for approval of the Release of Lien for Billy Joe and Willa Jean Brown, SHIP Clients.  (See Agreement No. 2006-88)

Agenda Item No. 3 was for approval of the Release of Lien for Donna L. Baurle, SHIP Client.  
 
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve the appointment of Zoe Townsend to the Suwannee County Historical Commission, retroactive to October 1, 2005.
            Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve the draft of the deed from the Suwannee County Historical Commission to the County for the Train Depot property.  

Agenda Item No. 3 was pulled from the consent agenda for further discussion.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1, 2, 4 and 5.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
             Agenda Item No. 6 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the disbursement of funds concerning the Statement of Claim by Collis Lyons, Jr. and Mary Lyons for the overbid funds at the Tax Deed Sale.
             Andrew J. Decker, III, Esquire, attorney for Collis Lyons, Jr. and Mary Lyons, distributed a spiral bound handout justifying the statement of claim for the overbid funds from the Tax Deed Sale on Tax Deed Application No. 1400/1998-1519.  Mr. Decker explained IRS had a lien on the property but due to a discrepancy in the ownership of the property, this lien was not actually placed against his clients. Mr. Decker stated he had contacted IRS and they had concurred with his analysis of the issue, agreeing to settle for 29.3 percent of the overbid funds with the remaining 70.7 percent going to his clients.  
              County Attorney Hal Airth expressed his concern that Collis Lyons, Sr., former owner of the property sold at the Tax Deed Auction, would not be receiving any of the funds.  Mr. Decker stated he would obtain a signed release from Collis Lyons, Sr. 
             Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the disbursement of overbid funds from the Tax Deed Sale as follows:  29.3 percent to IRS and 70.7 percent to Collis Lyons, Jr. and Mary Lyons subject to Mr. Decker obtaining a release from Collis Lyons, Sr. and sending the information to Finance Department to issue the checks. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
             At 4:17 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 3 which was for approval of a Release of Lien for Donna L. Baurle, SHIP Client and had been previously pulled from the Consent Agenda for discussion.  
             County Attorney Airth stated the property had been mortgaged to Financial Services of America, Inc. in 1995.  He reported Associated Financial Services subsequently foreclosed on the property in January, 2000 but the remainder of the SHIP loan, in the amount of $1,880.00, was never paid off.

             After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board not to release the lien and to try to collect the balance of the SHIP loan of $1,880.00.  The Board directed Mr. Airth to contact Associated Financial Services and proceed with collecting the unpaid SHIP lien funds.    
             Agenda Item No. 7 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss services that Charity Gateway Partners can offer Suwannee County and discuss funding.  

             Gwain Davis, Executive Director-Charity Gateway Partners, Inc., explained that Charity Gateway Partners is a new charitable, non-profit organization providing needed services to rural counties.  Mr. Davis stated this organization would work with Red Cross, Emergency Management and other local groups in emergency and disaster situations, especially with aftermath assistance.  He stated they are now funded with individual donations and grant monies but are seeking additional funding from governmental sources. 
             After some discussion, it was the suggestion of the Board to Mr. Davis that he contact Johnny Wooley, County Coordinator, for procedural information in requesting financial assistance from the County.  

             Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss with possible Board action, contracts regarding the Federal Match for Medicaid Funded Substance Abuse Services.  

             Margarita M. Labarta, Ph.D., President/CEO – Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc., stated that three new Medicaid substance abuse services had been approved by the Legislature through a Local Medicaid Match Certification Program.  Ms. Labarta explained that this would be an opportunity for the County to more than double public funds for substance abuse treatment for Medicaid recipients.  She further explained that if the County decided to participate, it would be a 60/40 Federal match with the County’s portion being 40 percent.  
             Ms. Labarta addressed the deficit in the current match for Meridian.  She added that the local match was mandated by Florida Statute 394.  She stated the deficit for the past 2-3 years is $115,000 annually.
            She mentioned that the reason she was here today was to see if the County would be interested in participating in the new program.  She added that signing this agreement was not a commitment for program participation but a willingness to explore the development of this program in our County.  She added that before the new program could be added, the present annual funding deficit must be corrected.          
             After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to obtain more information on this issue before making any commitments.
             At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

             At 5:15 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting.

             County Coordinator Wooley readdressed Agenda Item No. 8 stating he would be glad to write a letter to the State expressing the Board’s interest in looking further into the new program.  It was the consensus of the Board for Mr. Wooley to write a letter to the State.

             Clerk Dasher addressed the current Meridian funding deficit of $115,000 that Ms. Labarta had brought up.  He stated a budget request would be needed for the dollar amount because it would be additional cash, not in-kind services. 

             Agenda Item No. 9 was at 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider recommendation of the Insurance Committee as to awarding the proposal for Group Health Insurance.  (Bids were opened on July 5, 2006.  RFP 2006-08) 
             Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, reported the Bid Review Committee and the Insurance Committee had met.  She stated the Insurance Committee recommended Av Med Plan Design No. 1 and to designate Wayne Edwards, Edwards Insurance Company in Live Oak, as the Agent of Record.  Mrs. Harrison also stated AvMed would honor the deductibles met with the County’s current Blue Cross/Blue Shield policy through December, 2006.  She further stated the new deductible year would be January, 2007 through December, 2007.  
            Commissioner Caruthers asked how this AvMed Plan compared to the old one the County have a few years ago.  Wayne Edwards replied it would be the same except there would be a $500 deductible for CAT scans and MRIs.   Mr. Edwards also mentioned that more doctors had been added to the provider list and all of the doctors in our area accept AvMed.
             Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the recommendation of the Insurance Committee to award the bid to AvMed Plan Design No. 1 and to designate Wayne Edwards, Edwards Insurance Company, as the Agent of Record.   Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
             Agenda Item No. 10 was at 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for Rehabilitation of Runway 7-25 and New Taxiway C and Holding Apron located at the Suwannee County Airport, Bid Solicitation No. 2006-24, and to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee as to awarding the bid.  

             Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/ Airport Manager, stated one (1) bid had been received which was from Anderson Columbia.  Mr. Robinson requested that the Bid Review Committee meet at this time and give their recommendation to the Board to possibly award the bid today.  Mr. Robinson proceeded to open the bid and the results were as follows:

$757,997.60
Rehabilitation of Runway 7-25


$331,583.20 
Taxiway Lighting Upgrade & Signage


$675,034.00
New Taxiway C & Holding Apron

            Mr. Robinson referred the bid to the Bid Review Committee to meet and make their recommendation to the Board before the end of the meeting.  Deputy Clerk Tyson left the meeting to attend the Bid Review Committee meeting.


             Agenda Item No. 11 was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to grant permission to use the boat ramps in the Suwannee River for deadhead logging.  

             Brian Stocking approached the podium and announced he was requesting permission to use the boat ramps at Dowling Park, Royals Springs and Branford for deadhead logging.
           Commissioner Hatch asked if he had the $1 million liability insurance policy that the County required.  Mr. Stocking replied he did not and did not understand that he needed that.  He also replied that he does not have a permit with DEP at this point and that they require a letter of consent from the Board before he can obtain a permit.  

           County Attorney Airth mentioned he could give him a letter of intention provided he met the requirements for the DEP permit.  
           County Coordinator Wooley stated he would be glad to assist him with information concerning the proper insurance coverage.  

           Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, stated he had been working with the other deadhead logging companies and would be glad to assist him in understanding the requirements.
             At 5:35 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 17 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items. (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 26, Emergency Agenda Items.)

            There were two items to consider.

A) To consider the adoption of a Resolution accepting the maintenance of the following roads in Beulah Estates Subdivision, Phase I & II: 168th Terrace, 49th Drive and 49th Road.
B) To authorize making emergency repairs to the glass door located at the Library.

Commissioner  Hatch  moved  to  add  the two aforementioned  items  to  the  agenda.

Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 18 was to approve the minutes of the Board meeting held on July 5, 2006.

Chairman Fowler announced that he would like the statement “but not to be used as a storage facility” added to the end of the first paragraph on Page 7 because it had been stipulated in the deed transferring the Train Depot from the Historical Commission to the County.

Commissioner Caruthers cited a correction on the first page in which “Chairman” Caruthers should have read “Commissioner” Caruthers.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the minutes from the July 5, 2006 Board meeting subject to the noted addition and correction aforementioned.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


The Deputy Clerk subsequently made the noted addition and correction.

           Agenda Item No. 19 was for Public Concerns and Comments. (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

             Lamar Jenkins approached the podium and announced that he was upset with the Building Department.   Mr. Jenkins stated he was trying to apply for a building permit to add a sunroom onto his house.  He stated he was told that he would have to have a survey of the property done before the permit could be issued.  Mr. Jenkins stated his house sits in the middle of 80 acres that he has owned since the 1950’s.  He reiterated this was an addition to an existing structure and not new construction.

          Commissioner Hatch stated the Board was in the process of changing the LDRs and this was definitely something that needed changing.  He pointed out that the wording should be changed from “shall be required” to “may be required”.

           County Coordinator Wooley stated that depending on the circumstances, permits have been issued without a survey.  He assured Mr. Jenkins he would authorize the Building Department to issue the permit to him.  
           Agenda Item No. 20 was for Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, to present a  report.

          Clerk Dasher addressed two issues that had been brought up at the last meeting.  He stated that the $8,158 discrepancy between the budget amendment and Page 2-24 of the audit that Chairman Fowler had questioned, was due to the State grant reimbursement money coming in two weeks after the books were closed for the fiscal year.  

           The other issue was the cost of the Citizens’ Annual Financial Report booklet which County Attorney Airth had inquired about.  Clerk Dasher stated the booklet cost $1.38 each.
           At 6:10 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for the supper break.

           At 7:10 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting.
             Agenda Item No 12 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request to allow the North Florida Conservation and Airboat Alliance to adopt the Dowling Park Boat Ramp and Park for additional clean-up.  

            Chris Aue, North Florida Conservation and Airboat Alliance, approached the podium and stated the organization would clean up the Dowling Park Boat Ramp and Park twice a year.  This would be in addition to the existing County maintenance, not as a replacement effort. 

           Commissioner Udell moved to give permission to North Florida Conservation and Airboat Alliance to adopt the Dowling Park Boat Ramp and Park for additional clean-up.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

            Agenda Item No. 13 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of a Resolution repealing Resolution No. 2001-51, and to set a new rate for the Communications Service Tax.  

            John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the County establishes the rate and this is a good revenue source for rural counties.  Mr. Wooley stated the rate now for Suwannee County is .64 per cent and the maximum rate that can be adopted is 1.84 per cent.
            After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to set a new rate of 1.84 per cent and dedicate the revenue to the Road Department for road use.

            At 7:11 p.m. Chairman opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

            Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt a Resolution repealing Resolution No. 2001-51 and to set the new rate for the Communications Service Tax at 1.84 per cent.  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  

            County Attorney Airth brought out that the Resolution contained several blanks that needed completing.  Subsequently, Commissioner Caruthers withdrew his motion and Commissioner Hatch withdrew his second.

            Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Resolution repealing Resolution No. 2001-51 and to set the new rate for the communications Service Tax at 1.84 per cent subject to the appropriate completions being made to the Resolution and dedicating the revenue to the Road Department for road use.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-42)
            Agenda Item No. 14 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open proposals for Workers’ Compensation Insurance, request for Proposal (RFP) No. 2006-10.  

            Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated two bids were received.  Mrs. Harrison proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:

            1) Lee McGriff – McGriff Williams Insurance 

$598,198.00

             2) B.W. Helvenston Insurance-FL League of Cities  
$595,649.00 (for

                 






Oct. 2006 renewal)





Option 2
$627,642.00


           Mrs. Harrison stated the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee and the Insurance Committee, which both meet on July 20, 2006, for a recommendation to the Board.

            Agenda Item No. 15 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for refinishing the floor for the Suwannee County Coliseum, Bid Solicitation No. 2006-13.  

            Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, stated there was only one bid received.  Mr. Sharpless proceeded to open the bid and the results were as follows:

                      CEL Enterprises of Jacksonville, Florida  

$12,900 
            Mr. Sharpless stated the bid was within the budgeted amount and it would be sent to the Bid Review Committee which meets Thursday, July 20, 2006 for their recommendation.
             At 7:29 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 21 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.
             There were none.

             At 7:30 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 16  under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:30 p.m., or as soon as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee as to awarding the bid for upgrading the Fire Alarm System in the Suwannee County Jail.   (Bids were opened on July 5, 2006.  Bid Solicitation No. 2006-11)  

           Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, stated the Bid Review Committee had met and recommended awarding the bid for upgrading the Fire Alarm System in the Suwannee County Jail to Jacksonville Sound and Communication in Gainesville for $29,175.00.
          Commissioner Hatch moved to award the bid for upgrading the Fire Alarm System in the Suwannee County Jail to Jacksonville Sound and Communication for $29,175.00.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

         At 7:32 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 22 under GENERAL BUSINESS was for Staff Reports.

 
A)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had no report. 
B)  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.
C)  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present. 
D)  Hal A. Airth,  County  Attorney, had no report.
E) Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, reported that the baseball tournaments were complete and there were many favorable comments on our facilities.  Mr. Scott stated the County should be proud of this excellent facility and added it was bringing in a substantial amount of money to the local economy.

 Commissioner Maxwell complimented Mr. Scott on the great job he does for the County.

            Agenda Item No. 23 was to consider approval of a Release of Bond for Wainwright Construction for Eagle Point Subdivision.  

            T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported that the roads in this Subdivision had been completed to County specifications and the developer is asking for a Release of Bond.
           County Coordinator Wooley stated he would find out who issued the bond and contact them to obtain a Release for the Board to sign.

           Commissioner Hatch moved to approve a Release of Bond for Wainwright Construction for Eagle Point Subdivision and to authorize the Chairman to sign the Release.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

            Agenda Item No. 24 was for approval to advertise for Request for Proposals (RFP) for a logging recorder for Dispatch Communications Center.  

            John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the logging recorder was part of the 9-1-1 System.  Mr. Wooley stated new 9-1-1 equipment was being installed and an updated recorded was needed to interface with the new system.  
              Commissioner Udell moved to approve to advertise for RFPs for a logging recorder  for the Dispatch Communications Center.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
           Agenda Item No. 25 was to discuss, with possible Board action, creating a position of Public Safety Director over Fire and Emergency Medical Services (EMS).  

           Commissioner Jesse Caruthers stated he would like to create a job description and pay range for this position.  He further stated this would be a senior management position and would answer directly to the Board.  
            Commissioner Udell asked if there was anyone on staff now who would qualify for this position.  County Coordinator Wooley replied there were seven who had both fire and EMS qualifications and he felt like several of them would apply.

            After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board not to hire anyone at this time, to have staff do more research on the issue and readdress the matter at the next Board meeting. 

Agenda Item No. 26 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were two to hear.

A) To consider adoption of a Resolution accepting maintenance of the following roads in Beulah Estates Subdivision, Phase I & II: 168th Terrace, 49th Drive and 49th Road.
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated the Subdivision has exceeded the one-year time frame required and he recommended that the County accept maintenance of the aforementioned roads.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt a Resolution accepting maintenance of the following roads in Beulah Estates Subdivision, Phase I & II: 168th Terrace, 49th Drive and 49th Road.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (Resolution No. 2006-41)
B) To authorize making emergency repairs on the glass door located at the Library.
John G.  Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the automatic door at the Library was not functioning properly. Mr. Wooley added that Bennett’s Glass Company was factory authorized to do the work and a quotation of $7,295.00 was submitted.  He further added that Suwannee Glass had responded stating that they were not able to work on that type of door.

Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize Bennett’s Glass Company to perform the emergency repairs on the glass door at the Library in the amount of $7,295.00.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 8:05 p.m. Chairman Fowler readdressed Agenda Item No. 10 which was to hear the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee on the bid from Anderson Columbia for the Rehabilitation of Runway 7-25, and new Taxiway C and Holding Apron located at the Suwannee County Airport. 

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, reported there were several issues with the bid that needed clearing up.  Mr. Robinson stated that part of the bid was over budget.  
After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that Mr. Robinson contact Anderson Columbia for clarification of the issues and discuss it at the next Board meeting on August 1, 2006.

Agenda Item No. 27 which was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments. 

There were none.
Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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