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  May 16, 2006

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, Betty Carver and Sandra Sweat-McCarl, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Commissioner Maxwell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices. 
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	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  05/16/06
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               496,414.64 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 52,888.95 

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   5,284.82 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                            -   

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 18,403.98 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 24,072.89 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 27,591.26 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               414,773.19 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 88,923.81 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 33,675.20 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 11,000.00 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 18,666.60 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               229,154.34 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $               209,757.17 

	 
	BATCHES: 06-0496-531

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,630,606.85 


            Agenda Item No. 2 was for approval of the Release of Lien for Juan Pecina, SHIP client.  (See Agreement No. 2006-67)

Agenda Item No. 3 was for approval of the Release of Lien for Eric and Sarah Musgrove, SHIP clients.  (See Agreement No. 2006-66)
 
Agenda Item No. 4 was for approval of the reappointment of Marsha Lee to the Tourist Development Council, retroactive to January 1, 2006. 
            Agenda Item No. 5 was for the approval of the contract with Live Oak Pest Control, Inc. for Subterranean Termite Control Contract & Limited Warranty.
            Agenda Item No. 6 was for approval of the re-issuance of deeds to John Robinson for the purchase of surplus property.
            Agenda Item No. 7 was to approve the payment of invoice for Partial Payment Estimate No. 6 in the amount of $126,630.47 to ERC General Contracting Services, Inc. 

            Commissioner Udell requested to abstain from voting on Agenda Item No. 1 due to a conflict of interest in one of the invoices included in this item. 

            Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 1.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Udell abstaining.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 2 through 7.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
             Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of a Resolution proclaiming the month of May, 2006 as Foster Care Month.  

             Ms. Kara Rounds, Intake and Placement Coordinator for the Partnership for Strong Families, read the Resolution in its entirety. 
             Chairman Fowler commended Ms. Rounds for the excellent job this organization does. 
             Commissioner Hatch moved to approve adopting the Resolution proclaiming the month of May, 2006 as Foster Care Month.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-31)
             Agenda Item No. 9 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss the upgrade and improvement of the cable service to customers of KLiP, LLC.  (Tabled during the May 2, 2006 Board meeting.) 
              Phil Still, the local representative for KLiP, LLC, reported he had visited Dowling Park responding to the complaints from the residents.  Mr. Still stated he had found several problems and had ordered the equipment to remedy the situation.  He stated he should have this work completed by next week. 
            Commissioner Caruthers expressed concern regarding Section 25-Franchise Fee (a) on Page 7 of 9 of the Franchise Agreement stating that “3% of the Grantee’s gross annual revenue is paid to the County” which is out-of-date wording taken from an old franchise agreement.  County Attorney Airth interjected that State law controls this now and the paragraph could be removed from the Franchise Agreement.

             Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Franchise Agreement for the upgrade and improvement of the cable service to customers of KLiP, LLC subject to the removal of  paragraph (a) in Section 25-Franchise Fee on Page 7 of 9 of the Franchise Agreement.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement No. Pending)
           Agenda Item No. 10 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss the audit for the Fiscal Year 2004-2005.  

           Richard Powell, Auditor, gave an overview of the prepared FY 2004-05 Audit Report furnished to each Board member.  Mr. Powell commended the County for the good audit report stating this was a good financial year for the County with an increase of $10 million.  Mr. Powell stated that the County needs to include depreciation on roads owned by the County after 1980 excluding dirt roads which is a requirement by the government under GASB. Mr. Powell stated that some of the fuel accounting system information was invalid.  He stated odometer readings were not being documented and accountability was needed for this.  He also added that credit card slips should indicate the vehicle for which the card was used.  Mr. Powell stated the purchasing procedure in the Clerk’s Office should be changed.
            Commissioner Caruthers asked if the $15 million in the fund balance was real money.  Mr. Powell replied it was.  Commissioner Caruthers also asked about the uncollectible funds on the greenbar sheets.  Mr. Powell replied this mainly referred to EMS and should be written off as bad debts each year and that a policy would be needed to do this.

           Chairman Fowler referred to Page 250 in the Audit Report stating the First Federal loan of $449,000 was listed for years 2007 and 2008 but 2006 was left out.  Mr. Powell replied that it probably should have been 2006 and 2007.  Also Chairman Fowler brought out that Statute 129.01 General Fund Revenue reads “shall include 95% of all receipts reasonably anticipated from all sources”.  He asked if Mr. Powell agreed with the Chair’s interpretation of the Statute.  Mr. Powell agreed that “shall” means it must be done.
           Chairman Fowler commended Mr. Powell for a job well done and on the excellent working relationship the County has with him and his company.

            At 4:45 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 18 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items. (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 30, Emergency Agenda Items.)

            There was one item to add.

A. 2007 Historic Preservation and Historical Museums Special Category Grant with

a deadline of May 31, 2006, which has now been extended to June 20, 2006.

Commissioner Udell moved to add the aforementioned emergency agenda item to the Agenda.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


At 4:46 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.


At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 11 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the approval of the renewal of the Franchise Agreement with Time Warner Cable, Inc.  

Mr. Bob Garner, General Manager, stated the Franchise Agreement had expired May 7, 2006 and he is requesting a renewal.  Mr. Garner stated Time Warner provides free cable to all the schools in Live Oak and that they also have the capability of recording programs for future use.  

Commissioner Caruthers inquired about Time Warner being bought out by Comcast explaining that his daughter was employed by Comcast and his vote would possibly be a conflict of interest.  Mr. Garner replied the Franchise Agreement would be in Time Warner’s name but Comcast was in the process of purchasing Time Warner.  

County Attorney Airth stated that there would be no real financial gain to Commissioner Caruthers’ daughter and there should be no problem with him voting, but to do what he felt he needed to do.

Commissioner Caruthers stated he felt it would be best for him to abstain from voting.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the renewal of the Franchise Agreement with Time Warner Cable, Inc.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Caruthers abstaining.  (See Agreement No. 2006-64) 
            Agenda Item No. 12 was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for approval of the contract with CMI Electronics, Inc., in the amount of $47,600.00, for the installation of the main control system at the Suwannee County Jail.  
           Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, stated the contract was within the budgeted amount and the Bid Review Committee recommended approval.
            Commissioner Caruthers stated that CMI Electronics, Inc. was requiring 50% of the contract amount up front and asked if Mr. Sharpless was comfortable with that.  Mr. Sharpless replied he was comfortable with that, emphasizing that he had contacted several people that had used this company and they were all very satisfied.

          Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the contract with CMI Electronics, Inc. in the amount of $47,600.00 for the installation of the main control system at the Suwannee County Jail.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2006-63)
           At 5:12 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 19 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was to approve the minutes of the meeting held on May 2, 2006.

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the minutes from the meeting held on May 2, 2006 as written.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 20 was for Public Concerns and Comments. (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

           There were no public concerns or comments.

           Commissioner Udell inquired about the physical condition of Mr. George Fuller, a citizen who regularly attended Board meetings and had served on Board appointed committees for the community.  Chairman Fowler replied that he was very sick now and was in the hospital.  After a brief discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that each Commissioner give $20.00 to County Coordinator Wooley to be sent in a card to Mr. Fuller.
           Agenda Item No. 21 was for Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, to present a  report.

           There was no report.

           Agenda Item No. 22 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

          There were no reports.

           Agenda Item No. 23 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised there will be an annual exercise for
disaster preparedness on May 24, 2006.  Mr. Wooley stated this would be role playing with the State and would take place in the Suwannee County Jail Alternate E.O.C. Room.

Mr. Wooley reported there would be a meeting with the Department of Community Affairs on May 18, 2006 regarding the temporary housing problem in a disaster or an emergency situation.

Mr. Wooley stated the County needs to have its consultant draw up an Ordinance authorizing the County to collect funds from insurance companies for fire response connected with accidents at Interstate-10, as special assessment funds cannot be used for non-residents. 

Deputy Clerk Tyson asked if this applied only to the Interstate.

Mr. Wooley stated he would have to check on what was legally acceptable.
After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board for Mr. Wooley to have the consultants prepare an Ordinance to present to the Board as soon as possible.  
Mr. Wooley stated the Department of Corrections (DOC) has budget money to do work at the Suwannee County prison site.
Commissioner Hatch stated there would be a Pandemic Meeting May 25, 2006 to put together a task force to prepare an emergency management plan for all disasters.  He stated the Health Department has money to assist with this.

B)  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported that Bob Farley, City of Live Oak,  has requested that the County participate 50/50 in sharing the cost of a traffic light at the intersection of Houston Street and Duval Street because a County road and a City street intersect there.  Mr. Sikes stated he would need to budget $50,000 for the County’s portion in the upcoming budget. 
  Commissioner Udell stated this was a dangerous intersection with high traffic volume and he felt the County should share in the cost.
After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to participate with the City in sharing the cost of a traffic light at this intersection.

Mr. Sikes stated he would prepare the $50,000 budget request for the upcoming budget year.

C)  John  D.  Hales, Jr.,  Director  of  Libraries, reported  the  plans  for  the  summer 

program looked good.  Mr. Hales stated he needed student volunteers for the summer and encouraged anyone interested to apply.

Mr. Hales commended Steve Sharpless and the County Maintenance Department for the painting work they have done at the Library.


Mr. Hales invited the Board to lunch at the Library during the lunch break at the next Board meeting on June 6, 2006 sponsored by the Friends of the Library. 

D)  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had no report.
           In order to accommodate Mr. Hales, at 5:48 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 24, which was to declare the list of broken, non-repairable or obsolete equipment from the Library as surplus.  

            John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated that once this listed equipment is declared surplus, it would be disposed of at the Recycling Center.
            Commissioner Udell moved to declare the listed broken, non-repairable or obsolete equipment from the Library as surplus.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
              Agenda Item No. 25 was for approval to advertise to hold a workshop regarding Airport T-Hangars on Tuesday, May 30, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. until Noon at the Live Oak City Hall.  

               Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated he had set this date for the workshop if it was agreeable with the Board.

               Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve advertising to hold a workshop regarding Airport T-Hangars on Tuesday, May 30, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. until Noon at the Live Oak City Hall.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
           Agenda Item No. 26 was to approve the Supplemental Agreement No. 04-02 with Earth Tech for a new taxiway and holding apron located at the Airport.  

            Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated more design work had been added to the Airport Project causing additional work for Earth Tech.  Mr. Robinson mentioned that the Board had previously approved $50,000.00 to Earth Tech for professional fees for the new taxiway and holding apron and the additional amount would be $4,400.00, increasing the total from $50,000.00 to $54,400.00.  The prior Agreement has been replaced with a new Agreement for consideration.
            Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the new Supplemental Agreement No 04-02 with Earth Tech for a new taxiway and holding apron located at the Airport.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 27 was to approve the volunteer annexation of the Brown Wood Preserving Site from Suwannee County to the City of Live Oak. 

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated that the Brown Wood Property was being annexed so that the Airport and the TSS Development would now be contiguous to the City of Live Oak.  He clarified the request was to adopt a Resolution to petition the City of Live Oak to adopt an Ordinance for voluntary annexation of the Brown Wood Property.
Commissioner Caruthers asked if this would interfere with the City’s garbage pick up. 

County Attorney Airth stated it is not going to give the City any more rights than they have now.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Resolution petitioning the City of Live Oak for the volunteer annexation of the Brown Wood Preserving Site from Suwannee County to the City of Live Oak.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-29)
           Agenda Item No. 28 was to request the list provided of County vehicles to be declared as surplus.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the better vehicles would be swapped with the Sheriff and those not so good sold at the Sheriff’s auction.
Commissioner Caruthers asked if fire trucks could be sold at the Sheriff’s auction. 

Mr. Wooley stated he was not sure but would find out.  He mentioned he would check the Internet and work on the best way to sell the vehicles.

Commissioner Udell moved to declare the list provided of County vehicles as surplus.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 6:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for supper.

            At 7:05 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 13  under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for one (1) Tandem Drive Motor Grader for Suwannee County Public Works Department.  

            Chairman Fowler stated that Public Works Director Sikes had asked for this item to be pulled from the Agenda due to some confusion with the bid specifications.  The bids will be returned unopened by the Clerk’s Office.
           Agenda Item No. 14 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for one (1) or more Defibrillators for Suwannee County EMS Department. 

           John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, announced there were four bids received.  Mr. Wooley proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:

           1.  Professional Safety Education, Inc.
$17,850.00

           2.  Bound Tree Medical


No Bid

           3.  Med Tronics



$16,245.00

           4.  Zoll 




$15,021.95 
            Mr. Wooley stated the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for their review and recommendation to the Board.

           Agenda Item No. 15 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the Special Permit Request No. SP-06-05-01 for Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative (SVEC) for an essential service 480 foot communication tower. 

           Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, gave his report and stated the site consists of 80 acres and meets the required specifications.  
            Mr. Kurt Miller, SVEC Director of Engineering, approached the podium to answer any questions the Board may have.

             Commissioner Hatch asked if the County could co-locate on the tower for emergency use.

             Mr. Miller stated he was not sure but if this was a County requirement he felt sure it would not be a problem.
             Mr. Meeks answered that the County could co-locate on this tower the same as on the cell phone towers.

             Commissioner Caruthers asked if the tower met the safety requirements.  Mr. Meeks replied that climbing guards could be a stipulation in the permit request. 
            Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Special Permit No. SP-06-05-01 subject to adding stipulations that the County can co-locate on the tower and climb guards will be added as a safety requirement.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded the motion.

             Deputy Clerk Tyson reminded the Board there is also a Resolution to be considered.

             The Board then realized that this issue required a public hearing, subsequently Commissioner Hatch withdrew his motion and Commissioner Maxwell withdrew his second.

            At 7:21 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the public hearing for comments from the public. 

            Mr. Wooley commented that co-location on the tower could be an important asset to require in the future.
             There being no further comments, at 7:23 p.m. Chairman Fowler closed the public hearing.

             Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Resolution approving Special Permit No. SP-06-05-01 subject to adding the stipulations that the County can co-locate on the tower and that climb guards will be added as a safety requirement.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (Resolution No. _____/ pending receipt of Amended Resolution)
             At 7:25 p.m. skipped to Agenda Item No. 29 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was to discuss, with possible Board action, a change to the Land Development Regulations (LRDs).  

Commissioner Hatch, District 5, stated that from time to time anomalies arise that do not fit the LDRs.  He pointed out that a zoning issue has surfaced due to a lack of a special permit capacity for businesses that are not public access businesses and yet require special needs most practically achieved in the A-1 zoned areas of the County.  Commissioner Hatch stated he had contacted Scott Koons, North Florida Regional Planning Council, and Mr. Koons assured him that this can be achieved through adding the proper verbiage to the LDRs which are in the process of being revised. 
           County Attorney Airth pointed out that while Mr. Koons is in the process of revising the LDRs, Section 5.39 regarding the bonding of subdivisions by the developers also needed altering.
          Commissioner Hatch moved to approve having the Regional Planning Council draft the aforementioned revisions to the LDRs.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
          At 7:30 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 16 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the preliminary plat of Nathan Oaks Estates Subdivision in District 1.  

           Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, stated this subdivision contains 75.76 acres consisting of 15 five-acre lots.  Mr. Meeks pointed out that new roads will have to be constructed to County and DOT specifications but the County will not be maintaining the new subdivision roads and this is noted on the preliminary plat.   He stated a turnaround will be installed because of the cul-de-sac length and lots 1 and 15 will not access 76th Street but will access the internal subdivision road.
           Commissioner Caruthers mentioned that two of the lots had already been deeded as meets and bounds parcels.  Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, acknowledged this and stated the new owners will have to sign off on the plat.  

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat on Nathan Oaks Estates Subdivision.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 17 was at 7:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to present a report on fiscal status of the County. 

            Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, distributed copies of a prepared fiscal report of the financial status of the County and gave a Power Point presentation of the report.
            The Board had no questions.


At 7:50 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 30 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There was one item to hear.


A.  County Coordinator Wooley advised that the original submittal date for the 2007 Special Category Grants application for the Historical Grant for the Train Depot was May 31, 2006 but had been extended until June 20, 2006.  Mr. Wooley stated he was requesting that the Board go ahead and consider the $50,000 matching Grant application in preparation for the upcoming budget year.

             Commissioner Udell moved to approve submitting the $50,000 matching Grant   application for the Historical Grant for the Train Depot.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 31 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments. 

Commissioner Udell discussed the decision at the last Board Meeting regarding the change in Board meeting days to Wednesday when the Board meeting date falls on a holiday or an election day.  He stated Thursday would also be an acceptable day and the Board agreed.


Commissioner Caruthers reiterated the policy regarding usage of County vehicles stating that he had received a complaint from a citizen. 
Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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