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  March 21, 2006

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Commissioner Maxwell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices. 
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]
	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  03/21/06
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               751,563.14 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                   4,215.11 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   5,251.42 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       82.61 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 18,583.10 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 36,337.50 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   4,708.75 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 18,000.00 
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               430,164.01 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 76,176.42 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 28,378.70 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 48,262.54 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               122,575.87 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 11,239.96 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $               508,612.58 
	

	 
	BATCHES: 06-0364-399
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,064,151.71 
	


            Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the Release of Lien for David and Melissa Allen, SHIP Clients.          

Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the Polling Precinct Lease between McAlpin Community Center, Suwannee County, and the Supervisor of Elections.

 
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 43587 in the amount of $28,196.65 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc.

            Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 50546 in the amount of $253,769.88 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc.

            Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 43588 in the amount of $18,640.36 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc.
            Agenda Item No. 7 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 50547 in the amount of $167,763.27 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc.

Agenda Item No. 8 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 43684 in the amount of $62,233.37 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc.

Agenda Item No. 9 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 50543 in the amount of $23,477.92 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc.


Agenda Item No. 10 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 50545 in the amount of $41,977.48 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc.


Agenda Item No. 11 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 43586 in the amount of $119,936.58 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc.

Agenda Item No. 12 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 50544 (112th Street-Dry Prairie Road in District 4), to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc., in the amount of $12,932.24. 
Agenda Item No. 13 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 43685 (112th Street-Dry Prairie Road in District 4), to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc., in the amount of $27,310.18.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Items 1 through 13.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
             Agenda Item No. 14 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, an Interlocal Agreement on technology issues for the Third Judicial Circuit with the State Courts, State Attorney, and Public Defender.

             Chief Circuit Court Judge Collins stated that the Agreement serves all seven counties in the Third Judicial Circuit.  Judge Collins admitted that the Administrative Order he previously issued contained some confusing language but explained that the Interlocal Agreement was statutorily authorized and necessary in order for the smaller counties to obtain the funds needed to improve their technology.  He stated the Clerks from the Third Judicial Circuit had met previously in Cross City and agreed to the Interlocal Agreement. He stated that the Hamilton County Clerk would be in charge of receiving and disbursing the funds.  
             Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Interlocal Agreement on technology issues for the Third Judicial Circuit with the other six counties, the State Courts, State Attorney, and Public Defender.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
             Agenda Item No. 15 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for Suwannee High School Junior FFA Chapter to present urbanization pro’s and con’s. 

            Stacey Young, Junior FFA Advisor, stated the four representatives of the Junior FFA here today would be presenting different views on urbanization.  
             The four representatives spoke of the impact of urban development on our community both positive and negative.  Negatively they brought out pollution problems and the decline in agriculture leading to people eating improperly, i.e. fast foods, causing obesity. On a positive note, the large corporations would be bringing in more jobs and paying taxes which in turn helps boost the local economy.

             At 4:26 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 22 under GENERAL BUSINESS, which was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items. (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 33, Emergency Agenda Items.)

              There were none.

             Agenda Item No. 23 was to approve the minutes of the meeting held on February 21, 2006.


There were no corrections.


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on February 21, 2006 as written.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 24 was to approve the minutes of Planning Retreat held on February 14, 2006 at The Advent Christian Village.

Commissioner Hatch cited one correction on Page 5 in the next to the last paragraph which should have read “$300,000 in rent annually” not “$300,000 in rent monthly”. 
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on February 14, 2006 at The Advent Christian Village subject to the cited correction.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
The Deputy Clerk made the noted correction.

At 4:30 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 16 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve advertising to hold a public hearing on April 18, 2006, to consider adopting an Ordinance for a drug-free workplace policy. 

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Service Director, explained that in order the approve the amended drug policy, an Ordinance must be adopted by the Board.  She stated the labor attorney, Rob Larkin, would be present at the hearing to answer any questions.
Commissioner Udell moved to advertise to hold a public hearing on April 18, 2006 to consider adopting an Ordinance for a drug-free workplace policy.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 17 was at 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss, with possible Board action, the recommendation of the Insurance Committee regarding health insurance for County employees. 

             Kristie Harrison, Administrative Service Director, informed the Board that the Insurance Committee had met on March 8, 2006 with Blue Cross/Blue Shield and recommended negotiating a renewal with them for the County’s health insurance.
             Commissioner Maxwell replied that it was his understanding that the County would go out for RFPs every year for health insurance.

             Commissioner Caruthers reiterated Commissioner Maxwell’s statement and felt it was only fair to go out for RFPs every year.

            Commissioner Hatch stated if Blue Cross/Blue Shield revealed their figures in a renewal negotiation, they should be aware that the County could still go out for RFPs.
            Commissioner Udell moved to accept the recommendation of the Insurance Committee to negotiate with Blue Cross/Blue Shield for the County’s health insurance.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Caruthers opposed. 
             At 4:45 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

             At 5:02 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting.

             Agenda Item No. 18 was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, changing elections, for all County elected officials, from single district to county-wide. 

            Chairman Fowler stated the Board only had jurisdiction over County Commissioner elections and not all County elected officials.  He stated if the Board did not approve the change to be placed on the ballot, a petition would have to be filed with the Supervisor of Elections to place it on the ballot.

            Paul Mercer approached the podium and stated that although he was not very familiar with politics he represented a group interested in changing from single districts to county-wide commissioner elections.  He stated it would be fairer for all County residents to be able to vote county-wide.
            Commissioner Caruthers stated he had no problem changing to district-wide and felt it should be left up to the voters.  Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve placing on the ballot to change from single district to County-wide for County Commissioner elections.  The motion died for lack of a second.

            Discussion ensued and it was the consensus of the Board that single district County Commissioner elections maintained district camaraderie, gave a better representation to the district residents, and was the democratic way. 
            Benjamin Ivey approached the podium and stated his support for keeping the County Commissioner elections as single district.

             At 5:16 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 25 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Public Concerns and Comments. (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

            Samuel Beasley and Larry Holland, who represented the NAACP, were present and approached the podium to explain their views on keeping the County Commissioner elections as single district.  Mr. Holland stated that if the Board had agreed to place the county-wide elections on the ballot, the NAACP would have sued the Board.
           Agenda Item No. 26 was for Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, to present a  report.

           Clerk Dasher stated he had no report but would like to clear up the problem with the jury selection last week.  Mr. Dasher stated this was straightened out now and the document needed was, in fact, already in place stating juries were randomly selected from Florida drivers’ licenses and ID cards rather than from the list of registered voters as had been done in the past.  He advised the problem was that it could not be located and produced to the court immediately when its existence had been questioned.
           Agenda Item No. 27 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

           There were none.

           Agenda Item No. 28 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated he had attended a meeting last week

with Suwannee River Water Management District regarding the GIS Mapping System.  Mr. Wooley stated this system will greatly assist counties in land use and planning and zoning issues allowing staff to make better decisions.  He informed the Board he will give a presentation at the LDR and Comprehensive Plan Workshop on April 6, 2006.  

Mr. Wooley discussed the new TSS Development subdivision which will be a gated, airport community.  He stated the subdivision is in the planning stages.  He advised the developers were wanting the property rezoned from single family to PRD and would likely annex into the City of Live Oak.
B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.
C) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.
D) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had no report.
At 5:43 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 32 which was to approve a contract with The Haskell Company for designing an addition to the Courthouse. 

David Pupkiewicz, Director of Project Development for The Haskell Company, explained this contract was for the conceptual plans for the addition behind the Courthouse.  He stated the total of $86,480 was a maximum figure and it would not exceed that amount.  He mentioned the contract was for 60 days.

County Coordinator Wooley reminded the Board that State funds had been applied for but a building design was needed to present as evidence of the County’s plan.

Commissioner Maxwell expressed his concern over the County not being out of debt and there would be a great deal of money to borrow to complete this proposed building.

Commissioner Hatch reiterated the $300,000 annually spent on rent would be a sizeable mortgage payment on a building the County would own.
Chairman Fowler stated he had noticed on the greenbar sheet that there was $88,000 of unbudgeted revenue that could be used to pay this contract for designing the building. He specifically cited proceeds from tax certificate sales in the amount of $55,000, and payments in lieu of taxes in the amount of $29,000, ant other miscellaneous in the amount of $3,000.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the contract with The Haskell Company for designing an addition to the Courthouse.  Commissioner Hatch seconded. 

After some discussion, Commissioner Hatch amended the original motion to include obtaining the funds to pay the contract with The Haskell Company from the unbudgeted revenue of $88,000.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
At 6:15 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a supper break.

At 7:15 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 19 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for insulating the underside of the roof and east wall located at the Maintenance Shop.

           Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, stated there was only one bid received and that was from Insealation of North Florida, Inc. in Lake City for $9,120.85.  Mr. Sharpless stated he had roughly figured the cost about two years ago at $7,000 and felt this figure was not out of line.  He pointed out that this was not a budgeted item but felt his budget could handle this amount.  The bid was referred to the Bid Review Committee for approval. 
            Agenda Item No. 20 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the final plat of O’Brien Estates Subdivision in District 5. 

            At 7:20 p.m. Commissioner Hatch abstained from voting due to personal conflict of interest and left the room. 

            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, gave his report.  Mr. Meeks stated the subdivision consists of 15 lots totaling 76.90 acres.  He stated the construction of a new paved road had been completed which connects to 216th Street.  He noted the subdivision is not in a flood zone.  He stated the final plat has been reviewed by the County Attorney and found to be in compliance.  He mentioned there was a lien on the property but it had been satisfied. 
            Public Works Director Sikes stated the new paved road met the minimum requirements.

            Commissioner Caruthers and Chairman Fowler expressed concern over the ownership of the retention ponds, drainage areas on some of the lots, and the fact that someone may try to build in these drainage areas.  Chairman Fowler stated he would like to see a notation on the final plat stating no structure could be built in these drainage areas.

            Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, stated he could add that statement to the final plat.

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the final plat of the O’Brien Estates Subdivision subject to the notation on the final plat stating no structure would be built in the drainage areas and verification of the change by Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Hatch abstaining.
            At 7:27 p.m. Commissioner Hatch returned to the meeting.

            Agenda Item No. 21 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the preliminary plat of Oak Ridge Subdivision in District 4. 

            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated this subdivision contains 17 lots totaling 89.97 acres.  Mr. Meeks advised the wetlands are shown on the plat and require a 35 foot setback for any structure built.  He stated the developer is requesting a variance on the cul-de-sac length of 800 feet.  
              Commissioner Udell moved to approve the preliminary plat of Oak Ridge Subdivision and grant a variance on the cul-de-sac length of 800 feet.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.      
               At 7:35 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 29 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was to discuss, with possible Board action, the determination of one or two projects for the application process to access the funds of the Federal Enhancement Program, Deadline May 1, 2006. 

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated he needed two new projects to submit on the application.

Commissioner Udell asked if a project already on the list that had been dropped could be resubmitted.  Mr. Sikes replied that it could.  Commissioner Udell asked that the 5th Street/Walker Avenue to Johnson Street sidewalk project be added back to the application list. 
Commissioner Maxwell suggested that in order to give the Board more time to evaluate needed projects, and since there was sufficient time before the deadline, that this issue be tabled for two weeks.  

After some discussion, Commissioner Caruthers moved to table this issue until the next scheduled Board meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
 Agenda Item No. 30 was for approval to advertise to hold a workshop on Thursday, April 6, 2006 at the Library from at 9:00 a.m. until Noon to discuss amendments to Land Development Regulations (LDRs) and the Suwannee County Comprehensive Plan. 

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, mentioned that the purpose of this item was to confirm the workshop date with the Board and ask for approval to advertise.  
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the date and to advertise the LDR and Comprehensive Plan Workshop on Thursday, April 6, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. until Noon at the Library.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

             Agenda Item No. 31 was to approve the Memorandum of Agreement with the Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development. 

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated two people need to be appointed to Office of Tourism, Trade and Economic Development Committee, one from an elected or appointed County official and one from a non-profit organization.
Commissioner Udell moved to appoint Johnny Wooley to represent the County on the Committee.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch moved to appoint Dennis Cason, of the Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce, to represent a non-profit organization on the Committee.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
           Agenda Item No. 33 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were none.
           Agenda Item No. 34 was for Board Member’s Inquires, Requests, and Comments.


Commissioner Hatch stated he recently attended the National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) meeting in Washington, D.C.  He advised the President’s budget proposes a 25% cut on domestic programs which would eliminate some of the grant funding currently received.  He stated the budget was still under negotiation but it did not look good for rural economic money.

Commissioner Maxwell stated he was upset over the $86,480 the Board had voted on spending for the conceptual plans for the Courthouse addition.  He reiterated that it seemed to him some of the Board members were more informed than others about this issue.  He stated he felt the County should be out of debt before taking on another long-term loan.  He pointed out that he had asked for a detailed list of the $300,000 annual rental expenses for the Board but had not received it.

County Coordinator Wooley stated he did not want the Board to feel that he or anyone else was trying to push anything over on them.  Mr. Wooley stated he was asked by the Board at the recent workshop to contact The Haskell Company about designing an addition to the Courthouse. 
Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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