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  February 21, 2006

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. Commissioner Hatch led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices. 
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]
	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  02/21/06
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               442,771.11 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 35,199.35 

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   4,763.07 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                      451.61 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 29,823.94 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 52,119.15 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   5,076.55 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 16,700.00 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               158,084.92 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 63,809.87 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 17,911.84 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 11,550.00 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 17,962.49 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 14,625.39 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $               130,364.19 

	 
	BATCHES: 06-0284-0319

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,001,213.48 


            Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve a letter of support for SREC, Inc. for receiving funding for its Housing Preservation Grant Program.

            Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 43676 in the amount of $100,954.76 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc.

            Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 43680 in the amount of $352,794.26 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc.

            Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 43675 in the amount of $129,736.73 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc.

            Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve the proposed road construction plans for Shady Hollow Estates.

            Agenda Item No. 7 was to approve the proposed road construction plans for The Plantations Subdivision.

Commissioner Caruthers asked that Agenda Items No. 6 and 7 be pulled from the Consent Agenda to discuss later with related Agenda Items No. 17 and 18. 


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Items 1 through 5.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
            Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the adoption of a proclamation designating March, 2006 as the Mental Retardation Awareness Month. 

             Penny McCall, representing Comprehensive Community Services, Inc., read the proclamation in its entirety proclaiming March, 2006 as Mental Retardation Awareness Month.  
             Commissioner Maxwell commended the organization for the outstanding service they provide to the mentally handicapped in our community.
            Commissioner Maxwell moved to adopt the proclamation proclaiming March, 2006 as Mental Retardation Awareness Month.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-19)
            Agenda Item No. 9 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the lease between the Board and the Fair Association for the use of the Coliseum from March 13, 2006 through April 21, 2006. 

             Tim Alcorn, Suwannee County Fair Association, stated the lease is the same as last year’s.

             Chairman Fowler inquired about the light bill for the facilities.  Mr. Alcorn stated that Suwannee Valley Electric reads the meter before and after the Fair to obtain an accurate reading for billing.
            Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the lease between the Board and the Fair Association for the use of the Coliseum from March 13, 2006 through April 21, 2006.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. Pending)
           At 4:10 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 21 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items. (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 34, Emergency Agenda Items.)

             There was one item to consider:
(A) County Coordinator Wooley to request contacting The Haskel Company, the    

County’s designated design firm, to negotiate a contract for a preliminary design for Courthouse renovation and addition.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the aforementioned emergency item to the

Agenda.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

           Agenda Item No. 22 was to approve the minutes of the meeting held on February 7, 2006.

           Commissioner Hatch cited one correction on Page 5.  “Chairman Fowler” should have read “Commissioner Hatch” pointed out the date on the Agreement was wrong.

           Commissioner Maxwell noted a correction in the fourth paragraph on Page 13.  Commissioner “Maxwell”, and not Commissioner “Hatch”, seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner “Udell” not Commissioner “Maxwell” opposed.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on February 7, 2006 with the noted corrections.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            The cited corrections were made by the Deputy Clerk. 

            Agenda Item No. 23 was for Public Concerns and Comments. (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

           Tim Alcorn stated there is a sign on a private road on Highway 49 that is six feet into the right-of-way.

           Commissioner Caruthers stated there is an Ordinance regarding signs but the Sheriff is not enforcing it.

            After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to place this issue on the agenda for the next Board meeting. 

           Agenda Item No. 24 was for Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, to present a  report.

           There was no report.

           Agenda Item No. 25 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

           There was no report.

           Agenda Item No. 26 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had nothing to report.

B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.

C) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had nothing to report.

D) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated had finally gotten permission to cut the trees

on Mt. Olive Road.

Public Works Director Sikes asked if he could proceed with removing the trees.

        
County Attorney Airth stated he could, as he has a Court Order to cut the trees.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the removal of the dead pine trees from the property on Mt. Olive Road.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2006-37)

            Agenda Item No. 27 was to approve the loan documentation and adoption of a Resolution. (Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court)

            This item was withdrawn from the agenda.
           Agenda Item No. 28 was for approval to pay the 11% fuel surcharge retroactive to October 1, 2005 to Pritchett Trucking. 

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated that the11% fuel surcharge had been voted on at the last Board meeting but he needed approval to pay the surcharge amount to Pritchett Trucking retroactive to October 1, 2005. 
Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson asked if the surcharge is figured on weight or a flat rate.  Mr. Sikes answered that it is figured on a flat rate hauling fee.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve paying the 11% fuel surcharge to Pritchett Trucking retroactive to October 1, 2005.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 29 was to consider the adoption of a Resolution amending Resolution No. 2005-68, the final Assessment Resolution for fire protection services. 

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the Fire Assessment Resolution had been amended to reflect the change in the indigency relief application deadline to March 31, to change the delegation authority for administering indigency relief from County Coordinator to Tax Collector, and change the application deadline for the adjoining tax parcel exception to March 31.  
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the adoption of the Resolution amending Resolution No. 2005-68, final Assessment Resolution for fire protection services.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-11)
Agenda Item No. 30 was to consider the adoption of a Resolution amending Resolution No. 2005-67, the final assessment resolution for solid waste service assessments.

 John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the solid waste assessment Resolution
 had been amended to reflect the change in the indigency relief application filing date to March 31, to change the delegation authority for administering indigency relief from County Coordinator to Tax Collector, and change the application deadline for residential vacancy refund to March 31.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the adoption of the Resolution amending Resolution No. 2005-67, final assessment Resolution for solid waste service assessments.   Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-12)
Agenda Item No. 31 was to consider the approval of a Resolution for the 2005-2006 County Awards Grant application for Emergency Management Services (EMS). 

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated this is a recurring EMS training grant application through the State Department of Health.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve a Resolution for the 2005-06 County Awards Grant application for Emergency Management Services.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-16 and Agreement No. 2006-38)
              Agenda Item No. 32 was to approve the revised Sublease Agreement for the Suwannee County Rocky Hill Tower Site. (Tabled from February 7, 2006 Board meeting) 

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated this is a revised Sublease Agreement between Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the Board for the Rocky Hill Tower Site.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the revised Sublease Agreement for the Rocky Hill Tower Site with the Board having input as to its use.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. Pending)
           Agenda Item No. 33 was to approve the increase of $688 to the FAA Agreement to fund the Airport Project. 

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, explained that the $688 was the amount the FAA determined was due after the final project costs were submitted.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the increase of $688 to the FAA Agreement 

to fund the Airport Project.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.           

Agenda Item No. 34 was for Emergency Agenda Items. 

There was one to hear.

(A)  County Coordinator Wooley requested approval to contact The Haskel Company, the County’s design firm, to negotiate a contract for a preliminary design for Courthouse renovation and addition.  Mr. Wooley pointed out that he is seeking State grant money for this project and is on a tight timeline.  He reported that Representative Dwight Stansel is also assisting with this request. 

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request to contact The Haskel Company to negotiate a contract for a preliminary design for Courthouse renovation and addition.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 4:40 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and excused Commissioner Udell to attend a City Council Meeting.
At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 10 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was, at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, a presentation of a video entitled, “Water’s Journey – The Hidden Rivers of Florida”.
Chairman Fowler had spoken with Mrs. Sandy Killian before the meeting and told her that the Board had already seen this video.   

Mrs. Killian gave her verbal presentation and reiterated her stance on the County regulating dairy spray fields. 
After some discussion and confusion about what Scott Koons, North Florida Regional Planning Council, had stated in a previous Board meeting, it was the consensus of the Board to invite Scott Koons to the next Board meeting to discuss this issue.  
At 5:25 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 35 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Board Member’s Inquires, Requests, and Comments.

Commissioner Hatch stated that he has been working with Dale Williams, Columbia County Coordinator, regarding the TRIP Program.  Commissioner Hatch announced that there will be a meeting with FDOT on February 28th at the Spirit of the Suwannee regarding the TRIP Program and he will provide the meal. 
Commissioner Hatch stated he had been communicating with the School Board on Senate Bill 360, growth management, and the County’s comprehensive plan compliance.  He stated he would volunteer to be a liaison with them on these issues.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to appoint Commissioner Hatch and County Coordinator Wooley to be liaisons between the Board of County Commissioners and the School Board.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 5:36 p.m. Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting.

Commissioner Hatch warned everyone about the deadly bacteria found in some raw oysters and mentioned that a good friend of his had died recently as a result of eating raw oysters.  He stated that Mrs. Taylor at the Extension Service has classes on food safety for anyone interested and she can be reached at 362-2771.

At 5:45 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a supper break.

At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 11 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to approve final year-end budget amendments to the following funds for Fiscal Year 2004-2005.  

a) Road Department

b) Emergency Management

c) Fire Protection

d) Library

e) Local Housing Assistance (SHIP)

f) Renovation Construction

g) Tourist Development

h) Solid Waste Collection

Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, explained that these year-end budget

amendments were to clarify unanticipated revenues for FY 2004-05.

At 7:05 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.


Susan Newland approached the podium and inquired if the solid waste assessment had passed.  Commissioner Caruthers answered that it had.


There being no further comments, the floor was closed to public comments.


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve all of the final year-end budget amendments to the funds as listed above for FY 2004-05.   Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-17)
            Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to approve the budget amendment to the General Revenue fund for Fiscal Year 2005-2006. 

Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, explained this budget amendment was moved from the Contingency Fund for the Chamber of Commerce in the amount of $8,000 for FY 05 grant funding they failed to apply for in time.
At 7:07 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments. There being no comments, the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the budget amendment of $8,000 to the General Revenue Fund for FY 2005-06.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-18)
            Agenda Item No. 13 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of an Ordinance pertaining to the Construction Industry Licensing Board. 

             County Coordinator Wooley presented the Ordinance.

             At 7:11 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comment.

             Bobby Brickles, Brickles Electric, pointed out that this was not a new Ordinance and was basically the same as the one that has been in effect for quite some time.  He stated it is in compliance with Florida Statutes.

              There being no further comments, the floor was closed to public comments.

              Pat Sura, Licensing/Building Department, stated the minimum State test score had been raised from 70 to 75 to comply with our surrounding counties.  

               Commissioner Maxwell expressed several concerns regarding interpretation of the Ordinance.

               Mr. Sura stated that the Ordinance was written strictly according to State law.

               Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Ordinance pertaining to the Construction Industry Licensing Board.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Maxwell opposed.  (See Ordinance No. 2006-04)
              At 7:55 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

              At 8:05 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting.

             Agenda Item No. 14 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider tax abatement for GreenCycle North Florida. 
             Dennis Cason, representing the Economic Alliance, stated GreenCycle will be built in two phases and each phase will employ 57 people at an average salary of $29,000 plus a $7,000 benefit package.  He explained GreenCycle will convert chicken litter into organic fertilizer.  He further stated GreenCycle is asking for 60% tax abatement for 10 years.
             At 8:29 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

             Dick Calvitt spoke in favor of tax abatement for new industry, further stating the Board may want to consider even a higher split than 60/40.

             Jim Ward stated he was not in favor of tax abatement.

             There being no further comments, the floor was closed to public comments.

            Commissioner Caruthers stated he was impressed with GreenCycle’s numbers and thought 60/40 was a good split. 
            Chairman Fowler stated the section on the application regarding ad valorem tax exemptions needs correcting and signing by Lamar Jenkins, Property Appraiser.

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the 60% tax abatement for 10 years for GreenCycle North Florida with the stipulation that the application regarding ad valorem tax exemptions be corrected and initialed by Lamar Jenkins, Property Appraiser.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2006-03)
            Agenda Item No. 15 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider vacating 62nd Circle in District 1. 

            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, gave his report.
            At 8:45 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

            Jim Ward stated he was opposed because the County would be footing the bill.
            Tim Alcorn stated that grading the road would far outweigh the cost of having it vacated.
             There being no further comments, the floor was closed to public comments.

             Commissioner Caruthers moved to vacate 62nd Circle in District 1.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Chairman Fowler opposed due to the expense to the County.  (See Resolution No. 2006-13)
            Agenda Item No. 16 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider vacating Troy Street, 3rd Street, and the Utility Alleyways between the lots in the plat of O’Brien. 

            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, gave his report stating that parts of these roads were in property owners’ yards.

            At 8:51 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

            Jim Ward stated he had no problem with closing roads except that it would be at the County’s expense.  Mr. Ward questioned the description of utility alleyways.

            There being no further comments, the floor was closed to public comments.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to vacate Troy Street, 3rd Street, and the Utility Alleyways between the lots in the plat of O’Brien.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Chairman Fowler opposed due to the expense to the County.  (See Resolution No. 2006-14)
            Agenda Item No. 17 was at 7:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the Rezoning Application No. SP-06-01-01 to change the zoning from A-1 to PRRD on application by Tim Alcorn as agent for The Plantations, LLC. 

            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, gave his report stating the property consists of a total of 185.62 acres.
            Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Rezoning Application No. SP-06-01-01 to change the zoning from A-1 to PRRD for The Plantations, LLC.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2006-15)
            Agenda Item No. 18 was at 7:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the preliminary plat of The Plantations Subdivision in District 1. 

            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, reported the Subdivision, which was rezoned to PRRD, contains 28 lots totaling 185.62 acres.  Mr. Meeks stated the developer will be responsible for paving the road into the subdivision, which is 145th Road, to Mitchell Road before the final plat can be approved. 

            Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat of The Plantations Subdivision in District 1.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

          At 9:05 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 7 which was to approve the proposed road construction plans for The Plantations Subdivision, and was pulled off the Consent Agenda for further discussion.
           Public Works Director Sikes advised that his concerns had been addressed and changes are being made.  Mr. Sikes stated the present plans do not show the existing paved county road and another set of constructions plans will be needed to tie the existing road into the subdivision.
          Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the proposed road construction plans for The Plantations Subdivision.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           At 9:08 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 6 which was to approve the proposed road construction plans for Shady Hollow Estates and was pulled from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  
            Commissioner Caruthers expressed his concern regarding the water problem to the property across the road from this subdivision.

            Public Works Director Sikes stated he had met with the owners and they were working on a retention area for the water flow.

            Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, replied that Lot 5 could be turned into a retention pond to be maintained by the County.

            After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that more work was needed on this problem and the proposed road construction plans brought back to the Board. 
          
          At 9:20 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 19, under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS, which was at 7:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the preliminary plat of South Hidden Oaks Subdivision in District 1. 

           Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated the subdivision consists of 4 lots totaling 20.16 acres.
           Commissioner Caruthers stated the property goes across the road and there is not sufficient right-of-way.

           Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, replied the County could have another 30 to 40 feet to obtain the sufficient right-of-way needed.
           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat of South Hidden Oaks Subdivision in District 1 subject to obtaining sufficient right-of-way on the North end of the subdivision.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 20 was at 7:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the preliminary plat of Luraville Oaks Subdivision in District 3. 

           Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, reported this subdivision contains 25 lots totaling 136.70 acres.  Mr. Meeks stated this subdivision will require a newly constructed paved road off Highway 51 built to County and DOT standards.  He stated the developer is requesting a variance on the length of the cul-de-sacs.  

              Discussion ensued and it was the consensus of the Board that a turn-around be constructed between Lots 6 & 7. 
            Commissioner Udell moved to approve the preliminary plat of Luraville Oaks Subdivision in District 3 subject to a turn-around being constructed between Lots 6 & 7 and to grant a variance on the length of the cul-de-sacs.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:34 p.m.
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________________________, D. C.
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