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  January 17, 2006

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. Commissioner Maxwell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices. 
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	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  01/17/06
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               784,321.64 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 21,467.25 

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   5,562.42 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                   3,211.21 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 41,988.21 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 26,396.03 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   7,696.24 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               122,330.12 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 75,698.01 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 39,859.56 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 11,000.00 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 36,165.71 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                   9,176.58 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   

	 
	BATCHES: 06-0208-0238

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,184,872.98 

	
	
	


            Agenda Item No. 2 was to reappoint Elizabeth Elliott, Edwin McCook, and George Burnham, Jr. to the SHIP Task Force Committee.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to reappoint Verneil Johnson as the Commission’s representation on the Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. Board of Directors.
            Agenda Item No. 4 was to appoint Ken Duce as the replacement for George Blake to the SHIP Task Force Committee. 


Agenda Item No. 5 was to designate CR 49, between US 27 and SR 247, as adopted under the “Adopt-a-Highway” litter control program by Suwannee Industrial Solutions, Inc.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Consent Agenda Items 1 through 5.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
            Agenda Item No. 6 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to introduce Mary Ward as the 4-H Coordinator for the Extension Office.
            Meredith Taylor, County Extension Director, introduced Mary Ward, the new 4-H Coordinator, and welcomed her aboard.  Mrs. Taylor invited the Board to supper tonight at the County Extension Office during the dinner break to meet and get acquainted with Ms. Ward.
           At 4:05 p.m. Chairman skipped to Agenda Item No. 9, which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, in order to accommodate Tim Alcorn who had a prior commitment, to discuss, with possible Board action, a land swap for lots on Evelyn Avenue (tabled at the last Board meeting).
            John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, reported he had looked at both lots which are located side by side and are of equal value except for the fact that one has been cleared and the other lot is heavily wooded.    

        Several of the Commissioners stated they had also looked at the lots and were concurred with Mr. Wooley’s statement.

        County Coordinator Wooley stated Mr. Lundy, owner of the other lot, is asking the Board to swap properties with him and he will incur the costs connected with the transfer of the deeds between the County and him. 

       Commissioner Hatch asked if Mr. Lundy would be willing to underbrush the other lot to the County’s satisfaction.  Mr. Lundy stated he would.

       Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the transfer of the property on Evelyn Avenue from the County to Mr. Lundy with Mr. Lundy incurring the cost to transfer the deeds.  Commissioner Hatch seconded subject to Mr. Lundy underbrushing the lot to County Coordinator Wooley’s satisfaction and the motion carried unanimously.
       At 4:17 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 7 which was at 4:00 p. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to present a plaque in honor of the retirement of Walt Sage.  
        Commissioner Hatch commended Mr. Sage for his dedication and many years of service to the formation of the Fire Governing Board.  He congratulated him on being the Charter Chairman of the Fire Governing Board and presented him with a recognition plaque.

         Walt Sage addressed the Board and spoke about his years with the Volunteer Fire Departments, mentioning the improvements in the departments and how the Fire Governing Board had evolved which had strengthened the relationship between the volunteers and the County.  Mr. Sage congratulated all of the Volunteers and thanked Commissioner Hatch for his involvement in their endeavor.   
           Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the five year lease agreement between Block 60 Holdings, LLC, and the Board on behalf of Guardian Ad Litem.
           County Coordinator Wooley discussed several troubling issues he had found with this lease agreement.  
           Debbie Kinsey, Guardian Ad Litem Program Director, explained that the increase in the monthly rent had been figured in this year’s budget and the Board would not have to fund any additional money above the $750.00 budgeted in the prior lease.  
           Charles Thomas, Manager-Block 60 Holdings, LLC, stated changes had been made to the original lease and an amended lease agreement was distributed to the Board.
           Chairman Fowler and Commissioner Caruthers expressed several problems with the lease agreement pointing out that the Board had just received today an amended lease agreement and had not had time to review it.  

           After a lengthy discussion, Commissioner Caruthers moved to table the issue until the next scheduled Board meeting. Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.            
            As Agenda Item No. 9 had been heard earlier, Chairman Fowler continued on with Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to present the FY 2004-2005 annual report of the Division of Forestry.
            Brian Cobble, County Forester, was not present but had submitted a written report.

            At 4:40 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 16 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 29, Emergency Agenda Items.)  
            There were three items to be considered:
A) Approval of payment of Invoice No. 43663 for Anderson Columbia Co.,   Inc. in

the amount of $61,549.76.

B) Approval of payment of Invoice No. 43664 for Anderson Columbia Co.,   Inc. in

the amount of $328,959.74.


C)  Approval of payment of Invoice No. 43665 for Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. in the amount of $684,657.47.


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve adding the three above mentioned items to the Agenda.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

             Agenda Item No. 17 was for approval of the minutes of the meeting held on January 3, 2006.  

            Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on January 3, 2006 as written.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
             Agenda Item No. 18, for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes.)
            Ray Madren approached the podium and complained to the Board that the County was scrapping the roads in his area too much and dumping extra dirt on the road.  Mr. Madren explained this area consisted of eight roads for a total of about five miles.  He stated he felt like this was too much maintenance and was costing the County too much money.  
           Commissioner Caruthers commented that he was always receiving calls from residents in that area when maintenance is not done.  He asked Mr. Madren if he had talked with his neighbors about their feelings regarding the maintenance of these roads.  Mr. Madren stated he had not.

           Chairman Fowler informed Jim Ward that he had read the book Mr. Ward had donated to the Board and it was very informative.  
            Agenda Item No. 19 was for a representative from the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court to present a report.

            There was no report.

            Agenda Item No. 20 was for Staff Reports.

           A)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, announced he had scheduled the Retreat for the Commissioners and County Department Directors for February 14, 2006 at Dowling Park from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. if this date was agreeable with everyone.   County Coordinator Wooley stated this would be the regularly scheduled Agenda Review day and that would need to be changed.  Elaine Robinson, BCC Administrative Manager, suggested Monday, February 13, 2006 at 2:30 p.m. for Agenda Review.  This was agreeable with all.
            County Coordinator Wooley discussed the Administrative Order from the Chief Judge to the Clerk of the Circuit Court stating collected fees would be sent to a central location, Hamilton County for the Third District, and be distributed from there to counties in the District.  Mr. Wooley stated this money is in the Board’s fund and Clerk Dasher would need the Board’s authorization to disburse the money.  He mentioned that the Florida Association of Counties had reviewed the Administrative Order and found it to be contrary to Florida Statutes. 
         Commissioner Hatch mentioned he had discussed it with the Florida Association of Counties and they had told him the Order was in direct violation of Florida Statutes. 

          County Attorney Airth stated he had spoken with some of the other Clerks and that they are going along with the Order but Clerk Dasher is not.

          County Coordinator Wooley suggested that a letter be written to the Chief Judge and the Court Administrator’s Office stating the reasons Suwannee County could not support the Order.  It was the consensus of the Board for Mr. Wooley to write this letter.
          County Coordinator Wooley stated Mrs. Killian had made a public records request.  She had been told that the County does not permit crop irrigation.  Mr. Wooley stated he had talked with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council concerning irrigation with animal waste but had no answer yet.   He stated Shenandoah Dairy was grandfathered in because they had purchased an existing dairy operation some years ago and were not required to get a special permit for intensive agriculture, and they are in compliance with County requirements.
           Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Wooley about the status on the non-conforming parcels issue with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.  Mr. Wooley stated he had no information from them yet on the issue.

           At 5:30 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a supper break.

           At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting.
          Agenda Item No. 11 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adopting an Ordinance pertaining to the Construction Industry Licensing Board.  

            Commissioner Maxwell questioned several issues pertaining to the original draft of the Ordinance and expressed his many concerns.  
            Commissioner Hatch expressed his concerns with the original draft of the Ordinance and the fact that an amended draft of the Ordinance had been given to the Board today but there was not time to review it. 

           Commissioner Hatch moved to table this agenda item.  Commissioner Udell seconded.

           Chairman Fowler noted that since this was an advertised public hearing, the public in attendance should be allowed to speak.  Commissioner Hatch withdrew his motion and Commissioner Udell withdrew his second.

           At 7:15 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comment.  

           Mr. Larry Schattle, a member of the Construction Licensing Board, mentioned the Licensing Board was trying to limit complete remodeling by unlicensed persons.  

           Gerald White stated he did small handyman-type repairs and this Ordinance may put him out of business.
            At 7:20 p.m.  Chairman Fowler closed the floor to public comment.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to table this item until the next Board meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  

            After discussion, it was decided that two weeks would not be enough time to advertise for a new public hearing.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize to advertise for a pubic hearing and reconsider this item at the February 21, 2006 meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
           Agenda Item No. 12 was at 7:00 p.m., to hold a public hearing to consider approval of the proposed Special Permit Request No. SP-06-0101 by Andrew J. and Nan Roberts Snider to build poultry houses as an intensive agriculture operation less than the required 300 feet from the property lines on property zoned A-1.

            Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, was sworn in at 7:30 p.m. by County Attorney Airth.  Mr. Meeks stated the Snider’s were requesting four additional poultry houses.  He stated the 300-foot setback could be met on three sides of the property but they were requesting a variance on the east side for a 100-foot setback.
           Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Meeks if the adjoining property owners had been notified.  Mr. Meeks stated he had sent letters to the other property owners but did not have the list with him or the proof they had received them as there were no return receipts requested.

           Commissioner Hatch emphasized the need for proof that the other owners were notified and suggested these letters should be sent certified and return receipt requested.

            Andrew and Nan Snider were sworn in at 7:42 p.m. by County Attorney Airth.  The Sniders stated they had a letter from the adjacent property owner agreeing for them to have a 180-foot setback but felt they could obtain another letter from the property owner giving them the 100-foot setback they had requested.

            At 7:45 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

           Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Special Permit Request No. SP-06-0101 for Andrew and Nan Snider to build four additional poultry houses with the 100-foot setback contingent upon Mr. Meeks’ receiving a letter from the adjacent property owner agreeing to the 100-foot setback, and if unable to get permission for the 100-foot setback, to proceed with the 180-foot setback as stated in the original letter from the adjacent property owner.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the enabling Resolution for the Special Permit Request No. SP-06-0101 for Andrew and Jan Snider.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2006-07 – awaiting the setback stipulation)
            Chairman Fowler advised Mr. Meeks the Board should have resolutions and documents prior to the meetings.

            Agenda Item No. 13 was at 7:00 p.m., to discuss, with possible Board action, approval to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider vacating 62nd Circle.
             Chairman Fowler voiced his concerns regarding waiving the $500 fee to vacate a road placing the burden on the County, as the adjacent property owner would benefit with several acres of new property.
             Commissioner Caruthers stated the Board had waived the fee for this at a meeting some time ago.  

             Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve to advertise for a public hearing at the February 21, 2006 Board meeting to consider vacating 62nd Circle.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Chairman Fowler opposed.

             Agenda Item No. 14 was at 7:00 p.m., to approve to hold a public hearing to consider vacating Troy Street, 3rd Street, and the Utility Alleyways between the lots in the plat of O’Brien.

             Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, stated these roads had never been opened.

             Commissioner Hatch stated Troy Street is actually the entrance into O’Brien Baptist Church and that one of the rights-of-way is in a lady’s backyard.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to approve to advertise to hold a public hearing at the February 21, 2006 Board meeting to consider vacating Troy Street, 3rd Street and the Utility Alleyways between the lots in the plat of O’Brien with the County as the applicant.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Chairman Fowler opposed. 

             Agenda Item No. 15 was at 7:00 p.m., to approve the final plat of Jackson Heights Subdivision. 
             Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, reported the new paved roads in the subdivision had been completed.  Mr. Meeks stated the final plat had been reviewed by County Attorney Airth and by Stuart Moore, County Surveyor, and found to be in compliance.
              Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the final plat of Jackson Heights Subdivision.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            At 8:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler continued with Agenda Item No. 20 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Staff Reports.
A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator had already given his report earlier.
B) T. Jerry Sikes, PublicWorks Director, had nothing to report.

C) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had nothing to report.

D) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised he had given the completed Fill Dirt Ordinance to Commissioner Caruthers.
Agenda Item No. 21 was for permission to purchase one 5,000 pound Nissan forklift from Advanced Lifts and Warehouse Design for $10,500.00.
Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Supervisor, explained that it was very difficult to go out for bids on used equipment because finding good comparisons on the same equipment was almost impossible.  He stated that he had gone on-line to obtain quotes on used forklifts and this was the one he found that met his requirements.  
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the purchase of one 5,000 pound Nissan forklift from Advanced Lifts and Warehouse Design for $10,500.00.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda Item No. 22 was for approval of the construction plans for O’Brien Estates Subdivision, off 216th Street, in District 5.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, withdrew this item from the agenda stating this subdivision had already been before the Board and was on the agenda in error.
Agenda Item No. 23 was for authorization to enter into an agreement with Ridge Generator Station for waste tire removal under State Contract No. SW 221.
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated he had received a warning letter from DEP regarding waste tire disposal.  Mr. Sikes stated Greenman Techology had failed to comply with their contract and he had unofficial word that the company had gone out of business.

County Attorney Airth suggested sending Greenman Technology a letter stating they failed to comply with their contract and declare the contract void.  

Mr. Sikes stated he is requesting authorization to enter into an Agreement with the DEP contractor, Ridge Generator Station, for waste tire removal under State Contract No. SW 221 and bring the County into compliance with DEP requirements.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve entering into an agreement with Ridge Generator Station for waste tire removal under State Contract No. SW 221.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 24 was for authorization to purchase the canopy for the Public Works Fueling Depot in the amount of $24,530.00 from General Steel Corporation (sole source vendor).
Commissioner Udell moved to approve authorization to purchase the canopy for the Public Works Fueling Depot in the amount of $24,530.00 from General Steel Corporation (sole source vendor).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, informed the Board that he would like permission to advertise again for bids for the Fueling Depot canopy.  Mr. Sikes stated that the first time it was advertised there was only one bid received for $75,000.00 which was way over budget.  But he felt in order to be fair, it should be advertised for bids again as a prefab structure allowing local companies the opportunity to bid before going with a sole source vendor.

Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion and Commissioner Maxwell withdrew his second.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve authorization to advertise for bids for the Public Works Fueling Depot canopy as requested.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
Agenda Item No. 25 was for approval of an Agreement with Shannon L. McQuiston for the lease of Hangar No. A-3 at the Airport.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Agreement with Shannon L. McQuiston for the lease of Hangar No. A-3 at the Airport.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2006-25)
Agenda Item No. 26 was for approval of the Bylaws for the Suwannee County Fire Governing Board.

County Coordinator Wooley stated the Bylaws were in good order. 

Commissioner Hatch commended the Fire Governing Board for the excellent job they had done in preparing the Bylaws.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Bylaws for the Suwannee County Fire Governing Board.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 27 was for approval to upgrade the roads leading to the WLVO Tower site.

County Coordinator Wooley advised this was necessary as the County’s Public Safety Radio System and Emergency Generator were at the tower site and fuel trucks could not currently gain access.

County Attorney Airth emphasized the County would need to get an easement from the property owners before repair work could be done.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve upgrading the roads leading to the WLVO Tower site.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 28 was for approval to submit an Economic Development Transportation Fund application for GreenCycle North Florida.

Commissioner Caruthers stated the application called for a 50-foot road right-of-way and it should be 60 feet which is the standard minimum County right-of-way requirement.
Public Works Director Sikes pointed out that most of the traffic would be heavy trucks and 60 feet would not be sufficient.  He advised that the right-of-way really needed to be 80 feet.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve submitting the Economic Development Transportation Fund application for GreenCycle North Florida with the change in the right-of-way from 50 feet to 80 feet.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 29 was for Emergency Agenda Items.  There were three items to be heard.
A)  Approval of payment of Invoice No. 43663 for Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. in the amount of $61,549.76.

B)  Approval of payment of Invoice No. 43664 for Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. in the amount of $328,959.74.

C)  Approval of payment of Invoice No. 43665 for Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. in the amount of $684,657.47.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve payment of the above mentioned three invoices to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 30 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.
Commissioner Hatch mentioned he had met with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and Dale Williams, Columbia County Coordinator, regarding the TRIP Program and what is involved in meeting the FDOT requirements for participation in a “region” to obtain money available to rural counties.  He advised he wished to continue as the point person on behalf of the County for this program.
Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
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IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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