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  January 3, 2006

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Hatch led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices. 
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]
	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  01/03/06
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               611,402.31 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $             1,407,736.69 

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   5,264.00 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 14,459.00 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 14,899.28 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 33,417.81 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 11,331.90 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               349,971.16 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 59,857.40 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 41,443.27 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 36,884.10 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 22,184.33 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               111,266.53 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                 41,953.23 

	 
	 BATCHES 06/180-207

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,762,071.01 


         Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the Release of Lien for Ina Tucker, SHIP client.  (See Agreement No. 2006-20)
         Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the Release of Lien for Erica Williams, SHIP client.  (See Agreement No. 2006-21)
          Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve the Release of Lien for Laura L. Hathaway, SHIP client.  (See Agreement No. 2006-22)
           Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 through 4.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
           Agenda Item No. 5 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, a presentation of the Smart Program of the WellFlorida Council. 

           Jeff Fuller, WellFlorida Council, distributed a handout containing updated information on the Diabetes and Hypertension Outreach Program funded by a Federal grant.  Mr. Fuller stressed that this is a free program to low income residents of the County to better enable them to manage their disease.
          Mr. Fuller stated the program was funded through 2005 and was now operating from community match funds which only partially funds the program.  He advised the Council will be approaching the Legislature for more funding.
          Commissioner Udell asked if the program provided medicines.  Mr. Fuller replied that they did not furnish medicines but some medical supplies were available to program participants.
           Agenda Item No. 6 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss the budget concerning the donation to Haven Hospice of Suwannee Valley Care Center. 
            Marjorie Carmichael, member of the steering committee for Hospice Haven, asked the Board for an answer regarding the request at the December 6, 2005 Board meeting for a $200,000 matching challenge grant from Suwannee County to Hospice Haven.

            Krista Cornell, Associate Director of Development-Hospice Haven, stated the $200,000 could be paid out over two or three years.  Ms. Cornell informed the Board that the Suwannee County money would not be used until the matching funds were obtained through donations from Suwannee County.

            Richard Powell, Hospice Haven committee member, advised the funds could come from the balance forward fund according to the Clerk’s Office.

           Clerk Dasher stated the money could come from either the contingency fund or and balance forward fund.  He advised the Board that he just needed to know which fund the Board preferred to use.

           Commissioner Udell moved to approve the $200,000 matching challenge grant, contingent upon Hospice Haven receiving matching funds from Suwannee County donations, to be paid evenly over a three-year period.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Commissioner Hatch moved for the funds to be paid from the balance forward fund.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 7 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the “Agreement for Use as a Polling Place”, between the Supervisor of Elections and the Privately Owned Properties, in which the County shall be responsible for any improvements that need to be made to meet the State disability standards for all future elections.  
          Glenda Williams, Supervisor of Elections, informed the Board that the “Agreement for Use as a Polling Place” was copied from Orange County.  Mrs. Williams stated the Agreement as written was between the Supervisor of Elections and the Privately Owned Properties.

          County Attorney Airth questioned Section #4 of the Agreement as he felt the Agreement should be between the County, not the Supervisor of Elections, and the Privately Owners.  Mr. Airth also questioned Section #6 and felt as though it should be omitted entirely from the Agreement.

         Commissioner Udell stated the County owned property and he felt this property should be used to build precincts on rather than spending money to improve privately owned property.  Mrs. Williams stated there had been talk of super precincts and if that occurred it would reduce the number of precincts from 16 to 5 or 6. 

          After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board for Mr. Airth to amend and rewrite the “Agreement for Use as a Polling Place” as an Agreement between the County (not the Supervisor of Elections) and the Privately Owned Properties, and omitting Section #6 in its entirety.  Mrs. Williams stated she needed the Agreement by Thursday for a meeting and Mr. Airth stated he would have it completed by Thursday.

          Mrs. Williams asked if she was covered by the County’s insurance if there were any accidents at the polling facilities.  After a brief discussion, Chairman Fowler asked County Coordinator Wooley to check into the insurance issue.  
          Agenda Item No. 8 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, a land swap.
          Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, explained the mix-up in lots #15 and #16 on Evelyn Avenue.  Mr. Alcorn stated the County acquired Lot #16 through a Tax Deed escheatment and Mr. Lundy had a clear title to Lot #15.  He stated the realtor had shown the wrong lot and now there is a mobile home, well, septic tank, etc. on the County’s lot.  He stated Mr. Lundy would like to swap lots and will take care of the paperwork and costs involved in doing this.
            Commissioner Udell moved to approve the land swap between the County and Mr. Lundy.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded.  

            Commissioner Caruthers expressed his concerns about not having seen any of this information previously and not having time to inspect the property before the meeting.  

           After some discussion, Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion and Commissioner Maxwell withdrew his second.

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to table the issue until the next Board meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
GENERAL BUSINESS

           Agenda Item No. 9 was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  (Any item this Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 17, Emergency Agenda Items.) 

            There were none.

          Agenda Item No. 10 was to approve the minutes of the meeting held on December 20, 2005.

         Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the minutes of the December 20, 2005 meeting as written.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
          Agenda Item No. 11 was for public concerns and comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes.)

          Jim Ward announced he would like to donate the book entitled The Great American Jobs Scam to the Board. 
           Agenda Item No. 12 was for a representative of the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court to present a report.

           Clerk Dasher had no report but asked if the Board had any questions.

           Commissioner Maxwell asked about the status of the Third Circuit court fees being disbursed from Hamilton County.  

           Commissioner Hatch advised he had faxed the information to the Florida Association of Counties for their review and input but had not received an answer from them yet.

           Clerk Dasher stated he had forwarded the information to the Florida Association of Court Clerks/Comptrollers but had not heard from them yet. 
Agenda Item No. 13 was for Staff Reports.
A)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated a property owner had offered to donate to the County 1.5 acres adjacent to the collection site on Highway 51 for a future fire station.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to accept the donation of 1.5 acres on Highway 51 and have County Attorney Airth prepare the deed but specifying unlimited public use.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.

C) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had no report.

D) Hal A. Airth, County  Attorney, reported he would  have the  Fill Dirt  Ordinance 

ready at the next Board meeting.


E)  Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, submitted a written report.  Mr. Scott announced there will be a Soccer Jamboree Saturday, January 7, 2006, at 10:00 a.m. with over 350 kids participating.  

Chairman Fowler asked Mr. Scott if he had inspected the boat ramps for the deadhead logging contract.  Mr. Scott stated he had not done the inspection, but would and then notify County Attorney Airth so that the contract could be completed. 

At 9:55 a.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.


At 10:12 a.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting.

Agenda Item No. 14 was to approve the Interlocal Agreement between Hamilton County and Suwannee County for the Creation of a Regional Transportation Plan.
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated that he and Commissioner Caruthers had met with DOT regarding a regional transportation plan.  Mr. Sikes stated this Interlocal Agreement with Hamilton County would only obligate Hamilton County to provide funds with no obligation for any funds from Suwannee County.  He pointed out that on Page 6 of the Interlocal Agreement under Section 5.01 (b) the Agreement required identification of an elected official to serve on the Executive Committee.
Chairman Fowler appointed Commissioner Caruthers to serve on the Executive Committee. 
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Interlocal Agreement with Hamilton County.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 15 was to approve additional work on The Scruggs Company 40th  Street contract in District 1.
Commissioner Caruthers stated he had spoken with Clerk Dasher regarding the lack of funds in his individual district funds budget line for the additional work on The Scruggs Company 40th Street contract amounting to a maximum of $60,000.  He stated Clerk Dasher mentioned Commissioner Caruthers would be carrying a negative balance in his individual gas tax fund but the total gas tax fund has money. Furthermore, that if Commissioner Caruthers’ individual fund was still short after receiving this year’s gas tax revenue from the State at the end of the budget year, the additional funds could be borrowed from General Revenue. 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the additional work on The Scruggs Company 40th Street contract in District 1 and authorize the Chairman to execute all documents.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda Item No. 16 was to approve the Supplemental Agreement No. 1 with Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) for an additional $100,000.00 Grant on the resurfacing of 180th Street/165th Road Project in District 3.  (See Original Agreement #2005-69)
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, explained this is an extra $100,000 from FDOT for this project.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Supplemental Agreement No. 1 with FDOT for an additional $100,000 Grant on the resurfacing of 180th Street/165th Road Project in District 3 and to authorize the Chairman to execute all documents.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 17 was for Emergency Agenda Items.
There were none.
Agenda Item No. 18 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.
The entire Board wished everyone a Happy New Year.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:27 a.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER
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PAGE  
178

