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December 21, 2004

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Michael Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and Commissioner Udell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.   
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No.1 was to approve payment of invoices.
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	SUWANNEE COUNTY
	
	
	
	

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
	
	

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT
	
	

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  12/21/04
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	
	
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               580,076.88 
	
	
	
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPITAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 78,595.07 
	
	
	
	
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                   9,369.80 
	
	
	
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 21,988.17 
	
	
	
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 34,958.52 
	
	
	
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                   1,044.13 
	
	
	
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   7,473.60 
	
	
	
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               140,935.25 
	
	
	
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 52,716.48 
	
	
	
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 28,888.59 
	
	
	
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 23,880.00 
	
	
	
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 33,469.81 
	
	
	
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 74,508.41 
	
	
	
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   
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	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,087,904.71 
	
	
	
	
	


Agenda item No. 2 was to appoint John Koch, Commission District 5, to the Development Authority to complete the term of James C. Thompson who recently resigned.   
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the payment of Pay Application No. 4 to Slone Associates, Inc. in the amount of $67,512.64 for construction of T-hangar at the Airport (DOT Grant).  


Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve Release of Lien Agreement for Daniel Register, S.H.I.P. client.  (See Agreement No. 2005-14)
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Consent Agenda Items 1 through 4.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

            Agenda Item No. 5, at 4:00 P.M. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was for Edwin McCook, Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD), to present two checks, totaling $21,387.72, to Chairman Maxwell for payment in lieu of taxes, according to the 10-year Sunset Law provision, on county property owned by the SRWMD.  One check, from the SRWMD Lands Trust Fund, was for $10,778.99 and the other was from the SRWMD Governing Board for $10,608.73, totaling $21,387.72.  Since there has been talk of legislation to eliminate the 10-year Sunset Law, Mr. McCook suggested to the Board that they consider lobbying in Tallahassee to keep the law in place.
             At 4:10 P.M., Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No. 7, which was to approve the Annual Plan of Operation 2004-2005 for the Suwannee River Regional Library.   John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, gave an overview of their Annual Plan consisting of how the dollars would be spent, including the expansion of their Spanish language materials. Mr. Hales also mentioned that they will receive funding from the Government for rural connectivity internet phone service. 

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Annual Plan of Operation 2004-2005 for the Suwannee River Regional Library.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
              Agenda Item No. 8, was at 4:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard to approve final plat of Beulah Estates, Phase One Subdivision.  Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised that the new paved roads have been completed and inspected.  Mr. Meeks stated that some of the area is wetlands and there is a 35 foot setback from such wetlands for building on this property.  The plat has been reviewed by Mr. Airth, County Attorney, and found to be in compliance with Florida statutes.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the final plat of Beulah Estates Phase One Subdivision.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

               Agenda Item No. 9, at 4:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to approve the final plat of Beulah Estates Phase Two Subdivision.  Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised that the new paved roads have been completed and inspected.  Mr. Meeks stated that some of this area is wetlands and there is a 35 foot setback for building on the property.  The final plat has been reviewed by Mr. Airth, County Attorney, and found to be in compliance with Florida statutes.  

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the final plat of Beulah Estates Phase Two Subdivision.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 10, at 4:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to consider the preliminary plat of Seeley Mill Subdivision.  Mr. Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised the Board that there are four stem lots and the developer will install driveways and culverts on these.  



Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the preliminary plat of Seeley Mill Subdivision.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 11, at 4:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to approve a preliminary plat of Four Seasons Subdivision.  Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised the Board that there are two stem lots and the developer will install driveways and culverts on these.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat for Four Seasons Subdivision.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
GENERAL BUSINESS

Agenda Item No. 12 was for emergency agenda items.  There were none to be considered. 
Agenda Item No. 13 was to consider approval of the minutes for the following dates:
a) November 16, 2004 Regular Board Meeting

b) December 7, 2004 Regular Board Meeting

c) December 9, 2004 Workshop

Commissioner Fowler advised that on the minutes with the temporary number of page 22, the minutes should reflect a new director for the FAC, not the Small County Coalition.  Also, on page 22, he was not referring to the fire truck which had its’ motor damaged during the storms, but was making reference to another fire truck.
Commissioner Caruthers advised on page 22, the reference to the DOT SCRAP program should reflect that the County had two roads in the top five of the list and they were number one and three on the list, not one and five as stated.  The minutes were corrected to reflect these comments. 
Commissioner Fowler also noted on page 24, the minutes did not reflect Mr. Wooley as being present at the meeting, and he thought they should. (Minutes do not usually reflect staff as being present at the meeting in the opening paragraph since they are not County Commissioners, have no vote, nor do they contribute to the quorum.  Staff members are generally mentioned only if referred to in the meeting, or when they have an issue to address to the Board.)  The minutes will be changed in this instance to reflect Mr. Wooley participated in the discussions of the Economic Development Workshop along with other City and County staff.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the minutes as corrected.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 14 was to hear public concerns and comments.  Mr. George Fuller advised he noted several shingles missing from the Supervisor of Elections Building roof.  He suggested the Board have it inspected and perhaps explore having FEMA fund repairs.  Mr. John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised the issue was already being addressed by the County.
At 4:30 p.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 6, which was At 4:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of Memorandum of Agreement for Receipt and Use of Voter Education Funds.  Glenda B. Williams, Supervisor of Elections was still not present, but as she had already executed the contract, the Board considered the request.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the agreement with the Florida Department of State for Voter Education Funding.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement No. pending DOS execution and return)
Agenda Item No. 15 was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of

the Circuit Court to present a report.  There was no report to be made.

Agenda Item No. 16 was to hear Staff Reports.

a) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised he had been in contact with Ms. Mixon, Administrative Services Director, and it appeared that she would be resigning her position.  He advised that in the meantime Ms. Bobby Spears from the Building Department would be assisting with Ms. Mixon’s duties.  Mr. Wooley also advised the Public Works Maintenance Department was assessing various fire vehicles to determine required repairs and cost estimates.  Mr. Wooley also mentioned an issue with Suwannee River Water Management District and their new requirements for preliminary plats.  He advised Mr. Tim Alcorn may have comments for the Board on this issue.

Mr. Tim Alcorn stated that Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD) wants the county to write a commitment letter for new preliminary plats stating that the County will accept responsibility for the maintenance of the roads, drainage systems and retention ponds.  Tori Musgrove, Engineer, reiterated what Mr. Alcorn had said concerning SRWMD’s request.  The Board discussed the general situation whereby the County, at it discretion, accepts ownership and maintenance for the roads and right-of-way drainage systems after one year, if the roads are built to acceptable standards, but the County is not ready to commit to maintenance of any retention ponds.  It was discussed this issue was previously discussed with SRWMD in a workshop regarding development and drainage concerns but no firm decision was made as further consideration was needed.
 
After some discussion, Mr. Airth, County Attorney, stated that there needs to be a workshop set in January to discuss this with SRWMD.  Mr. Wooley, County Coordinator, will write a letter to Jerry Scarborough, SRWMD Director, stating the County’s intent to comply with Section 5.7 as the LDRs are currently written, and a need for future discussion.   

b) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.
c) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had nothing to report.
d) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported that a dispute with Excell Communications regarding a cell phone tower special permit denial by the Board was being referred to mediation.  He advised a Mr. Ceryak of Tallahassee would be the mediator. He advised the Board needs to appoint a representative to the mediation to attend with Mr. Airth. The Board will consider appointing a representative at a future date.
At 4:51 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

At 5:04 p.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator revisited the issue with Water Management (SRWMD) and their desires regarding preliminary plats and County acceptance of roads and drainage systems.  Discussion ensued and it was determined that Mr. Wooley would contact SRWMD and schedule a future workshop on the issues.

Chairman Maxwell advised that Agenda Item No. 17 could not be addressed until after 7:00 p.m. as it was advertised for that time.  He entertained Agenda Item No. 18 at 5:12 p.m.

GENERAL BUSINESS (continued) 
Agenda Item No. 18  was to consider approval of a Statement of Qualifications and

a contract for contracted employees. T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, explained the issue was for road project inspectors to be contracted on an as needed basis to inspect projects when the work was needed.  They would only be on the payroll when actually performing inspections of road projects.  He advised this was an informative discussion and there were several details to be considered.  He advised he would bring a finished product to the Board at a future date and was requesting no action at this time.

Agenda Item No. 19 was to request approval to advertise for bids for debris reduction due to Hurricanes Frances and Jeanne.  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the County needed to seek a bid for a debris reduction contractor to meet FEMA requirements.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve advertising for bids for debris reduction. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 20 was to consider acceptance of terms of settlement offer from Department of Environmental Protection for disposal of landfill leachate.  Chairman Maxwell had previously advised this item was withdrawn as the settlement was being negotiated.

Agenda Item No. 21 was for authorize submission of application for County Emergency Medical Services Grant and adopt an enabling resolution.  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised this was the annual contract with the Florida Department of Health to help fund EMS operations in the County. 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve authorization to submit the grant application for EMS funding and adopt the enabling resolution.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution 2005-22, Agreement No. pending execution by Dept. of  Health, and return)
Agenda Item No. 22 was to Request waiver of rule of prohibiting carry-over of annual leave and compensatory time for county employees involved in recent local states of emergency.  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, explained that during the local states of emergency, due to the hurricanes, several employees who had leave scheduled had that leave cancelled per County policy.  Some of those employees were at the maximum leave accumulation allowed by policy and were faced with losing the leave time because of the local states of emergency declaration.  Mr. Wooley requested the policy be waived for those affected employees.  Discussion ensued and the Board was in agreement with the waiver, with the stipulation the excess leave be used within the next calendar year.  

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the waiver for leave accumulation and carry-over with the stipulation the excess leave be used in the next year.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 23 was for Approval of a public official bond for Sheriff-Elect Tony Cameron.   John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised the Sheriff-Elect had provided a bond with a company licensed to do business in the State of Florida.  He advised the Board was not considering paying the bond as that would be from the Sheriff’s budget.  The Board was merely exercising a statutory formality of accepting the bond the Sheriff-Elect had provided.  Chairman Maxwell asked Mr. Airth if he had reviewed the bond and if it appeared appropriate.  Mr. Airth advised in the affirmative.  

Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept the bond of Sheriff-Elect Tony Cameron.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 24 was for Emergency Agenda Items.  There were none to consider.

Agenda Item No. 25 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.

Commissioner Hatch made reference to the Joint Meeting of the Board, Live Oak City Council, and Economic Alliance on December 9, 2004, and the fact that a work group was being formed to further consider the issues discussed at that meeting. He advised the work group should consist of one member from each entity plus two citizens of the community. He offered to volunteer as the Board’s appointed member if the Chairman wished to consider appointing him as such. 
Discussion ensued regarding the language of the proposed joint resolution discussed in the December 9, 2004, joint meeting.  Mr. Wooley advised it was his understanding the City of Live Oak had amended the language of the proposed resolution  and had formally adopted the amended resolution.  The Board wanted to see a copy of the City’s Resolution before proceeding further.

Commissioner Caruthers advised there were complaints regarding the sound quality of the video tapes of the Board meeting the Clerk provided to Time Warner for broadcast to the local cable television viewers.  He asked if the Clerk’s Office could do anything to enhance the sound quality.  Deputy Clerk Tyson advised it was primarily a matter of purchasing different equipment along with the situation of having to transport the sound and video equipment each meeting due to using borrowed meeting space.  It was suggested the Clerk’s Office explore what equipment might be required and perhaps the Board may be able to fund the equipment.
At 5:32 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed the meeting to return for the 7:00 p.m. advertised public hearing on Agenda Item No. 17.
At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.

Agenda Item No. 17 was to At 7:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing to consider closing 103rd Drive in Commission District 4.  The Applicant is the Board of County Commissioners.  Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, explained the road in question is located south of the intersection of Helvenston Street at the juncture of U.S. Highway 90 east.  He stated it is a one lane road that is within the Corbett Mobile Home Sales Lot, and is about 300 yards in length that dead ends.  He advised the County does perform some maintenance on the road.  He stated there are no objections to the closing and the property would revert to the adjoining owner.  Brief discussion ensued regarding why the adjoining property owner had not made application instead of the Board.  It was determined the road did not serve the general public and vacating the road would benefit the County as it would not be responsible for future maintenance or liabilities on the road.
Chairman Maxwell opened the floor for public comment.  No one responded. The floor was closed for public comment.

Commissioner Udell moved to close and vacate 103rd Drive in Commission District 4. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Caruthers asked if the resolution was routinely recorded.  Deputy Clerk Tyson advised it should be and he would insure that it was recorded in Official Records for the Board. (See resolution No. 2005-21- recorded in O.R.)
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m.     
.  
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