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November 16, 2004

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Michael Tyson and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and Commissioner Hatch led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Agenda Item #1 was to elect the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners for 2005.

Chairman Caruthers called for nominations for Chairman of the Board for the 2005 fiscal year.   Commissioner Hatch moved to nominate Commissioner Maxwell as Chairman. Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  There being no other nominations, Commissioner Maxwell was elected by unanimous vote. 

Commissioner Jesse Caruthers moved to nominate Commissioner Ivie Fowler as Vice Chairman and Commissioner Randy Hatch seconded the motion.  There being no further nominations, Commissioner Fowler was elected by unanimous vote. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:

Agenda item No. 2 was to approve payment of invoices.
	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  11/16/04
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               410,347.50 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPITAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 33,479.96 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                      420.00 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 17,319.80 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 83,481.65 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   6,521.95 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                   5,320.00 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               318,937.38 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 66,068.47 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 19,856.08 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 24,967.54 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                   3,499.00 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 18,435.56 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               104,585.37 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   

	
	 BATCHES 05/077-106

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,113,240.26 

	
	
	


             Agenda Item No. 3. was to consider Approval of payment of Invoice No. 04069-8108 in the amount of $7,445.63 to Government Services Group, Inc. for MSBU Planning Services regarding Solid Waste Management Services.
            Agenda Item No. 4 was to consider approval of payment of Invoice No. 04068-8107 in the amount of $4,948.69 to Government Services Group, Inc. for MSBU Planning Services regarding Roads Paving and Maintenance Services.

            Agenda Item No. 5 was approval of payment of Invoice No. 04067-8106 in the amount of $8,476.88 to Government Services Group, Inc. for MSBU Planning Services regarding Fire Protection Services.

           Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the consent items 1 through 5 without further discussion.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 6 was at 6:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider request by Tommy McInvale to waive fees for use of Exhibition II once a week, on a Friday or Saturday night, for a singles group meeting.   The Board discussed the request and no action was taken. 
Agenda Item No. 7 was at 6:00 P. M. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Pat Sura, Code Compliance Director, to present a report of revenue and expenditures for Fiscal Year 2003-04 for the Building Department.  
Agenda Item No. 8 was at 6:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Pat Sura, Code Compliance Director, to request permission to purchase three (3) trucks through the state contract using $40,000 approved in the Machinery & Equipment line item in the Building Department  Fiscal Year 2004-05 Budget. 

Commissioner Udell moved to approve Mr. Sura’s revenue and expenditures report and permission to purchase three (3) trucks off state contract.  Commissioner Hatch seconded. After some discussion that Mr. Sura had already signed purchase orders for the trucks and exceeded his spending authority, the motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda Item No. 9 was at 6:30 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider final plat approval of Marabel Oaks North Subdivision. Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, gave his report and advised the plat was in compliance with County Regulations.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Marabel Oaks North Subdivision Plat.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 10 was at 6:30 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider final plat approval of Marabel Oaks South Subdivision.  Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, gave his report and advised the plat was in compliance with County Regulations.  The Board discussed a problem with road access for the property owners.  Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Marabel Oaks South Subdivision Plat, subject to the corrections on road access, Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion was carried unanimously.
At 6:42 P.M. Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item #16, for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any item this Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 16, Emergency Agenda Items.  
A) Department of Community Affairs (DCA) Disaster Relief agreement and resolution.
B) Commissioner Caruthers requested discussion of County Surplus Property sales.
C) Commissioner Hatch requested to discuss McAlpin and Suwannee Ranchettes Community Centers fees.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the three emergency agenda items to the agenda.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Maxwell at 6:45 P.M. returned to Agenda Item #11 which was at 6:45 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, preliminary plat extensions for Beulah Estates Phases 1 & 2 and Shady Hollow Subdivisions.  Tim Alcorn requested one year extensions on the above mentioned preliminary plats. 

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the one year extensions on the preliminary plats for Beulah Estates Phases 1 & 2 and Shady Hollow Subdivisions.  

Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
At 6:47 P.M.  Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item #17 for Approval of minutes of the following meetings:

a) September 2, 2004 Emergency Meeting

b) September 21, 2004 Final Budget Hearing

c) September 25, 2004 Emergency Meeting

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No 18 was to hear Public Concerns and Comments.  Those persons wishing to speak were asked to come forward to podium and limit comments to five minutes.  Mr. George Fuller had comments on county maintenance of private roads and driveways on subdivision stem lots in the county.
At 6:54 P.M. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

At 7:10 P.M. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.

Chairman Maxwell at 7:10 P.M. returned to Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 7:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider approval of Special Permit Request No. SP-04-07-01 by Excell Communications, Inc., on behalf of Alltel Communications, Inc., agent for Victor L. & Valerie Craig, for an essential service 300 foot guyed-wire telecommunication tower and associated equipment on property zoned Agriculture-1.  Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, was sworn under oath by County Attorney Airth.  Mr. Meeks made his report to the Board, and advised the request was to approve the telecommunication tower and associated equipment on Victor L & Valerie Craig’s property.
Mr. Mike Sandifer, of Alltel Communications, after being sworn in under oath by County Attorney Airth, gave his report to the Board and requested that the Special Permit be approved. 
Several Commissioners stated their positions of the encumbrance of neighboring property and questioned Mr. Sandifer about other possible locations for the proposed tower.
The public hearing proceeded with persons speaking for and against the approval of the Special Permit. Considerable discussion ensued.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to deny the Special Permit citing sections of the L.D.R.’s that were not compatible with the request.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried to deny the Special Permit 3-2 with Commissioner Hatch and Commissioner Udell opposed.

Agenda Item No. 13 was at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval for the Chamber of Commerce to use the County parking lot for Christmas-on-the-Square.  Bruce Tillman, from the Chamber of Commerce, approached the podium and requested the use of the county parking lot for Christmas-on-the-Square.  Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 14 was at 7:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider waiving the permitting requirement for non-advertising, non-profit banners hung on State Department of Transportation (DOT) right-of-way.  Tony Brinson, with the Chamber, approached the podium and shared his request with the Board.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the request of waiving the permitting requirement for non-commercial advertising, non-profit banners hung on DOT right-of-way.   Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion was carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 15 was at 7:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to designate an individual from the county to sign Department of Transportation permits for non-commercial advertising, non-profit banners hung on State Department of Transportation right-of-way.  Tony Brinson, with the Chamber, stated his request.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hatch moved to designate the Chairman of the Board to sign the DOT permits for non-advertising, non-profit banners hung of DOT right-of-ways.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 19 was for Representative from the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report.  There was no report at this time.
Agenda Item No. 20 was to hear Staff Reports.
a)
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, reported that date for workshop with Economic Development and The City of Live Oak was set for Dec 2.  Several Commissioners had conflicts with that date.  Mr. Wooley will call parties involved and try to change date to Dec. 9 from 2-4:00 P.M.   
b) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, discussed the county damage from the storms and his meeting with FEMA.  Mr. Sikes asked permission to sign off on FEMA funded reports done in the county and this met with the Board’s approval.   Regarding debris disposal, Mr. Sikes advised that the contractor will burn debris and FEMA will pay for this at standard contract rate.
c) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present at the meeting.
d) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.
Agenda Item No. 21 was to approve a request from Department of Environ- mental Protection (DEP) to construct an access road across the Ichetucknee/Branford Trail.  Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, presented this request to the Board.  Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request from DEP to construct an access road across the Ichetucknee/Branford Trail.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 22 was to approve a contract for a car show at the Suwannee County Airport.  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, presented this request to the Board.  Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the lease agreement with Eddy Cebreco d/b/a Blood Drag 2005 for a car show at the Airport.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 23 was to approve fees and rules and regulations concerning rental of McAlpin Community Club.  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, discussed a rental fee of $100 per day and deposit of $150.   

Mr. Robert Murphy stated that the McAlpin Community Center was in need of repairs and a more reasonable fee should be charged for using it.  Mr. Murphy and his group use this facility annually for their class reunion.  It was discussed that Mr. Murphy’s group is exempt from the fee within the County’s McAlpin Community Club lease agreement. 

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the fee structure and rules and regulations for Suwannee of $150 rental fee for profit organizations and $100 rental fee for non-profit organizations and deposit fee of $150 for both profit and non-profit..  Commissioner Hatch seconded and motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No 24 was to discuss authorizing the County Coordinator to approve continued use of prior Board approved usage of county property for non-profit organizations.  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, presented the request to the Board.  After discussion, motion was made by Commissioner Caruthers that the County Coordinator would have authority to approve routine county property and services usage for non-profit organizations previously approved by the Board and any other situations would be referred to the Board.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda Item No 25 was to approve to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a noise ordinance. After much discussion, the Board asked Mr. Airth, County Attorney, to research the situation for the Board to consider for approval at a later date.  No action was taken.
Agenda Item No. 26 was to discuss deed encumbrances on a proposed right-of-way on 217th Road.  Mr. Airth, County Attorney, advised the Board that proper paperwork needs to be initiated on the deeds of the property owners and releases by lending institutions in order to get right-of-way clearance for the road work to be done. 


After much discussion, Commissioner Fowler moved to proceed with the deed process from property owners and obtain lien holder releases on the properties on an as-we-go basis.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion was approved 3-2 with Commissioner Hatch and Commissioner Udell opposed.

Agenda Item No. 27 was to consider waiver of dumpster fees in November, 2004 for “Old Time Day” at Shady Grove Baptist Church.  Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve waiving dumpster fees in November, 2004 for “Old Time Day” at Shady Gove Baptist Church.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 28 was to approve advertising to hold a public hearing to consider abandoning 103rd Drive in District 4.  Mr. Airth, County Attorney, stated that the county can petition to close the road and the property reverts to the present owner.  Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve advertising for a public hearing to close 103rd Drive.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 29 was to consider Emergency Agenda Items A. through C.  
A)
Disaster Relief Agreement and Resolution with the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA). Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Agreement with DCA.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Resolution with DCA.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

B)
This item was to discuss surplus county property and the fact that in some cases the property is land locked and should be withdrawn from the list and offered to the adjoining property owners.  After discussion, no action was taken.  

C)
To discuss McAlpin and Suwannee Ranchettes Community Centers rental fees.  After discussion, the Board asked staff to research this and make recommendations.  No action was taken.
Agenda Item No. 30 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and

Comments.
Commissioner Udell asked that a letter be sent from the Board to the Health Department supporting the waiving of fees for a septic tank permit for the American Legion Post 107.  The Board will send a letter to them requesting that the fees be waived.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting s adjourned at 10:06 P.M.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








BILLY MAXWELL, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD








OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:
_________________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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