PAGE  
Book 41, Page 82
October 5, 2004

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Michael Tyson, Tracy K. Baldwin, and Dean Papapetrou Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and Commissioner Maxwell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.


CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:

Agenda item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  10/05/04
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               289,373.92 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPITAL PROJECTS
	 $               163,000.00 
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               540,456.88 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 10,368.80 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 20,270.59 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 43,877.26 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   1,291.15 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 11,765.57 
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               177,335.42 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 69,219.09 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 38,491.18 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 34,966.00 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                   8,387.74 
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               105,997.00 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 94,003.00 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   
	

	
	 BATCHES 2004-0744-786, 05-001-003
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,608,803.60 
	

	
	
	
	



Agenda Item No.2 was to consider Adoption of resolution proclaiming the month of November 2004 as National Epilepsy Awareness Month.

Agenda Item No. 3. was to consider Approval of Release of Lien for Russell Lee and Laura Ann Willis, S. H. I. P. clients. (See Agreement 2005-02)


Agenda Item No. 4 was to consider Approval of Release of Lien for Keith P. & Crystal D. Mock., S. H. I. P. clients. (See Agreement 2005-01)


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the consent items 1 through 4 without further discussion.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 9:02 a.m. Chairman Caruthers skipped to Agenda Item No. 8, for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any item this Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 16, Emergency Agenda Items.  Chairman Caruthers advised he had two additional items requested and asked the Board to consider them immediately if approved for addition.
A) Adoption of resolution proclaiming October 3 – 9, 2004 as National
 4-H Week in Suwannee County.  (Jason Chandler, 4-H Agent) 
B) Consider extending the Local State of Emergency due to Storms and Flooding.

Commissioner Hatch moved to add the two emergency agenda items to the

agenda.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Chairman Caruthers entertained Emergency Item A. Adoption of a resolution proclaiming October 3 – 9, 2004 as National
 4-H Week in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Poole moved to approve the 4-H Resolution.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Caruthers entertained Emergency Item B. Extend the Local State of Emergency for seven days due to Hurricane Jeanne and consequential flooding.  Commissioner Hatch moved to extend the Local State of Emergency seven days due to Hurricane Jeanne and the consequential flooding.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution 2005-01)

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Chairman Caruthers at 9:08 a.m. returned to Agenda Item No. 5  which was  at 9:00 A. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss possible alternatives for construction of a new communication tower at a site along or near 120th Street.  Mr. Michael Sandifer of Alltel Communications addressed the Board.  He expressed the position that the 500 foot setback the Board desired was quite restrictive to many locations for communications towers in light of the fact the LDR does not require the setback from all other property lines.

Several Commissioners began to state their positions on the encumbrance of neighboring property and question Mr. Sandifer on possible alignment or location of the proposed tower.

County Attorney Hal A. Airth advised the entire discussion was out of order as the merits of the proposed site should be considered at an advertised public hearing, and this forum was not such.

The discussion ended and no action was taken.

Agenda Item No. 6 was to at 9:15 A. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider final plat approval of Deer Meadow Phase III Subdivision.  Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director gave his report and advised the plat was in compliance with County Regulations.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Deer Meadow Phase III Subdivision Plat.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 7, was to at 9:15 A. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider waiver of building and driveway permit fees for American Legion Post 107.  Ron Slater and Richard Buffington addressed the Board and advised there are significant fees required by the County that is hampering the construction of the Post 107 building on the property leased from the County.  After several questions by the Board Members it was determined the amount of fees was about $615.  Commissioner Poole reminded the Board the Building Department Budget was fee based and the Board would in fact need to pay the permit fees out of Board Contingency Funds.  After discussion the general consensus was to waive the fees.  
Commissioner Udell moved to approve waiving the building and driveway permit fees for American Legion Post 107 building construction.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 9 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  The Public was invited to come forward to podium and limit comments to five minutes.  Mr. George Fuller wished to offer his input on the consideration of contracting out all lawn mowing of County facilities.  He suggested the Solid Waste Collection Site Attendants were not overworked and should be provided with a lawn mower and required to mow their respective Collection Sites.  Commissioner Udell expressed his opposition to this notion.

Mr. Jim Ward addressed a flooding issue with 29th Loop in Ichetucknee Estates.  He advised that the road is poorly designed and once flood waters cross the road, the road creates a barrier that does not allow the water to recede and keeps private property under water unduly.  Commissioner Hatch acknowledged there is a problem there with water retention due to the roadway.

At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed for a break.

At 10:12 a.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting.
Commissioner Poole did not return to the meeting after the break.

Agenda Item No. 10 was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court to present report. There was no report at this time.
Agenda Item No. 11 was for Staff Reports.
a) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator advised that FEMA would be in the City Council Chambers at 1:00 October 6, 2004, and this may conflict with the scheduled Value Adjustment Board meeting.  Mr. Wooley advised the rivers are flooding and boat ramps had been closed to the public. He advised mutual aid had been requested of neighboring counties to deal with the effects of the flood.  He advised the level of the flood is yet to be determined, but it may be severe.  He advised Law Enforcement was patrolling the rivers to deal with looting and other typical problems.  Mr. Wooley asked the Board to officially recommend evacuations to the residents along the rivers, and this may need to be added as another Emergency Agenda Item.  Discussion ensued regarding mandatory evacuations and what measures can be used to encourage evacuation.
Commissioner Udell moved to add the Board’s recommendation for evacuation along the rivers to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

b) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director advised he had no report.
c) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries advised the Branford Library was open for the use of emergency personnel who were staging in Branford.
d) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney advised he had nothing to report.
e) Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director advised Little River Springs was closed due to the flooding and suggested the Board develop and adopt a policy regarding park closure during floods.

At 10:40 a.m. Commissioner Hatch was called away from the meeting on a family emergency.  This left a quorum of three Commissioners.

Agenda Item No. 12 was for Approval of an application to Florida Municipal Insurance Trust for workers’ compensation coverage.  Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, advised the Board needed to make application as this was the company awarded the bid for workers’ compensation insurance.  Discussion ensued regarding what types of insurance being applied for, as it was appeared to be various types.  Ms. Mixon advised it was only workers’ compensation.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve making application to Florida Municipal Insurance Trust for workers’ compensation coverage.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously 3-0.

Agenda Item No. 13 was to consider approval of 81st Road paving project to be paid for out of Commission District 2 gas tax funds.  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the Board the job consisted of about 2 tenths of a mile just off of CR 417 and would cost about $36,000.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the 81st Road paving project.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

Agenda Item No. 14 was to consider approval of a lease with Poole Realty for housing for Guardian Ad Litem Office for period of October 1, 2004 through October 1, 2005.  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised that per the Article V Revision the County was required to provide space for Guardian Ad Litem.  He further advised this is the same space they have occupied for a couple of years.  Discussion ensued regarding the County paying all the expenses for maintenance which should be a landlord responsibility, and if this facility was the best rental property deal available.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the lease with Poole Realty for housing for Guardian Ad Litem Office for period of October 1, 2004 through October 1, 2005.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

Agenda Item No. 15  was to consider approval to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance replacing criminal penalties with civil fines for violations.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney advised this was the request the Board had made to solve the problems with prosecuting criminal county ordinance violations due to changes stemming from Article V.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance replacing criminal penalties with civil fines for violations.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

Agenda Item No. 16 was to consider Emergency Agenda Items. Items A. and B. were considered earlier.  The Board had added Item C. during staff reports

Emergency Agenda Item C. was to have the Board officially recommend residents evacuate along the flooding rivers.  Commissioner Maxwell moved to make a formal Board recommendation for evacuation along the rivers due to the flooding.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

Agenda Item No. 17 was for Board Member’s Inquiries, Requests, and Comments. Commissioner Udell expressed thanks to all county employees and especially to Public Works employees for their dedication to the residents of the County during the several storm events and floods.

Agenda Item No. 18 was to Recess this October 5, 2004, Board meeting until Tuesday, October 12, 2004 at 2:00 P. M. in the County Office Building Conference Room for the purpose of certifying an amended MSBU rolls to the Tax Collector.  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised the Tax Collector needed the rolls certified by a certain date that would not wait until the next regular Board meeting.  Mr. Wooley also asked to add Emergency Management Grant Contracts to the agenda to be considered.  County Attorney Hal A. Airth advised the contracts should wait for the next regular agenda and meeting.
Chairman Caruthers recessed at 11:01 a.m. to reconvene Tuesday, October 12, 2004, at 2:00 p. m. in, the County Office Building Conference Room for the purpose of certifying amended MSBU rolls to the Tax Collector.

WITNESSED BY:
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JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.
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