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Monday, September 26, 2005
City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


 5:15 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for the Final Budget Hearing and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Clerk Kenneth Dasher, Michael Tyson, Betty Carver, Leeta Bronson, and Neena Funicelli, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present.
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to  order at 5:20 p.m.   Chairman Maxwell 

led the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  Chairman Maxwell called upon Leeta Bronson, Finance Director.
Mrs. Bronson announced a tentative proposed millage rate of 9.7mils, with a tentative budget of $39,022,056.00 at a rollback rate of 9.2602 and the percentage of increase in ad Valorem tax revenue of the proposed millage over the rollback rate is 4.75 percent. 
At 5:21 p.m. Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.
Commissioner Caruthers defended his stance on the decrease in the millage rate to 9.7 mils.  He stated that according to the greenbar printout there was $1.6 million dollars of County money not yet spent, revenue was up $1.5 million, and the millage fund balance was $2.9 million.  He stated that according to County Auditor Powell’s audit report there was a $12 million balance in the budget.  He reiterated that rolling back the millage to 9.7 mils did not hurt the County.  

Commissioner Fowler advised that he felt it would not be fair to the other County employees for the County to pay the $7,548.05 in the Clerk’s budget for disability insurance for fifteen Clerk’s employees.  He stated he felt like the Clerk should pay for it and not the Board.

Clerk Dasher addressed the Board by reading excerpts from a case file from the West Law book concerning budget issues between another Clerk and the Board from that County which stated that the Board was not able to speak for the Clerk’s budget.  He also cited excerpts from Article V Revision 7 which stated all fee offices are responsible for their own budgets.  He stated the Board does not have the right to change the Clerk’s budget and the Clerk’s budget is not subject to the Board’s approval.

Commissioner Fowler moved to remove the $7,548.05 in the Clerk’s budget for disability insurance.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Caruthers advised that over $69,000.00 of the Clerk’s budget was funded by the Board.  He stated that he had nothing to back up or refute what Clerk Dasher had stated; consequently the budget would have to stand as submitted.
Commissioner Udell stated he was concerned about the contingency fund of $269,690.00 which computes to a little over $6.00 per County resident.  He stated this was not a healthy situation for the County to be in.

Chairman Maxwell stated that according to Mr. Powell’s audit the County is in good shape and has plenty of money to operate on. 

Commissioner Hatch stated that since the reduced millage rate had already been voted on earlier, this was all water under the bridge now.  He stated he had no recommendations or changes to the budget.

Commissioner Fowler stated there was nothing stating you had to have a contingency fund and there would be more revenue coming in during the year.

At 6:00 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed the Final Budget Hearing and opened the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Benefit Units (MSBU) Board.

Mrs. Bronson read the proposed Household assessment rate of $114.48 per household which is a decrease of $.52 per dwelling from the prior year.

Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comment.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comment.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU of $114.48 per household.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 6:02 p.m. Chairman Maxwell adjourned the Solid Waste and Collection Disposal MSBU Hearing and opened the Fire Protective Board MSBU Hearing.

Mrs. Bronson announced the proposed residential (per dwelling unit) rate of $39.0203 and Non-residential (per square foot up to 40,000) of $.0732, and Transient Occupancy (per unit) of $140.0988 and land less then 160 acres (per parcel) or $12.4356, and land over 160 acres (per acre) of $.0953.
Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Caruthers stated this would give the Volunteers $197,000.00 under the new assessment.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Fire Protection MSBU as aforementioned.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 6:04 p.m. Chairman Maxwell closed the Fire Protection MSBU hearing and reconvened the Final Budget Hearing.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Fire Board recommendation.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-89)
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Solid Waste Board recommendation.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2005-90)
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the proposed millage rate at 9.7 mils.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-87)
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the proposed final budget of $39,022,056.00.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-88) 
At 6:06 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed the Final Budget Hearing and opened the MSBU Hearing. 
Chairman Maxwell stated the first Resolution was for 147th Road MSBU in the amount of $5,180.89.  Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Resolution for 147th Road MSBU in the amount of $5,180.89.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
Chairman advised the second Resolution was for 75th Drive/118th Terrace MSBU in the amount of $9,935.63.  Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Fowler moved to adopt the Resolution for 75th Drive/118th Terrace MSBU in the amount of $9,935.63.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
Chairman Maxwell stated the third Resolution was for 78th Street/76th Terrace MSBU.  Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments. There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Resolution for 78th Street/76th Terrace MSBU in the amount of $5,821.52.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
Chairman Maxwell advised the fourth Resolution was for 133rd Lane MSBU in the amount of $2,037.98.  Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Resolution for 133rd Lane MSBU in the amount of $2,037.98.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
Chairman Maxwell stated the fifth Resolution was for 113th Road/122nd Terrace/122nd Trail MSBU in the amount of $4,169.46.  Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.
Commissioner Fowler moved to adopt the Resolution for 113th Road/122nd Terrace/122nd Trail MSBU in the amount of $4,169.46.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
At 6:11 p.m. Chairman Maxwell adjourned the MSBU Hearing and reconvened the Final Budget Hearing.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Resolution pertaining to 147th Road MSBU.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-94)
Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Resolution pertaining to 75th Drive/118th Street MSBU.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-91)

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Resolution pertaining to 78th Street/76th Terrace MSBU.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-93)

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Resolution pertaining to 133rd Lane MSBU.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-95)

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Resolution pertaining to 113th Road/122 Terrace/122nd Trail MSBU.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-92)
Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Maxwell adjourned the Final Budget Hearing at 6:15 p.m.
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