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September 6, 2005

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Caruthers led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.

Commissioner Udell requested this item be pulled from the consent agenda and he would abstain from voting on this item because of personal business interest.
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	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  09/06/05
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               982,907.20 
	

	001
	DRIVER'S EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 63,554.87 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 16,705.70 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 81,601.61 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 99,596.40 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 35,244.50 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                   2,830.00 
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               422,197.04 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $               120,261.12 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 59,472.36 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                   1,535.00 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $             1,645,027.82 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               201,608.32 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                      283.50 
	

	
	 BATCHES 05/0774-0831
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    3,732,825.44 
	


            Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the Release of Lien for Shea Todd, SHIP client.  (See Agreement No. 2005-76)
           Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the payment of Partial Payment Estimate No. 4 in the amount of $47,198.58 to ERC General Contracting Services, Inc. for work on the Class I Landfill Expansion Closure Project.

           Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 1848 in the amount of $17,112.00 to TAK Environmental Services, Inc. for completion of final soil removal and sampling at Courthouse site.

            Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve the Financial Assurance Cost Estimate for the Closed Landfill and Active Landfill as prepared by Darabi and Associates, Inc.

           Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 2 through 5.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            At 9:03 Chairman Maxwell readdressed Agenda Item No. 1 which was to approve the payment of invoices.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 1.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Udell abstaining.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
            Agenda Item No. 6 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to request for written permission for county employees to be allowed to go on private properties that are polling precincts to make evaluations and any changes deemed necessary to bring the precinct up to disability standards for 2006 elections.  

            Steve Sharpless, County Maintenance Director, spoke in Glenda Williams’ absence.  Mr. Sharpless stated County maintenance employees needed permission to go on private property to make the improvements on the privately owned voting precincts.  He stated these improvements will properly equip them according to ADA standards, and this has to be completed by August 2006. 

            County Attorney Airth advised written agreements with the owners would be needed before the County could make any improvements on private property.  Mr. Airth stated he would meet with Glenda Williams on the issue. 
GENERAL BUSINESS
             Agenda Item No. 7 was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any item this Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 25, Emergency Agenda Items.

             There were two items to add.
A) Authorize Chairman to sign an application to change the Land Development

Regulations (LDRs) to classify land application of sewage sludge as an intensive agricultural practice.

B) Discuss, with possible Board action, requesting assistance from the Governor

and the Legislature to investigate motor fuel pricing practices in Suwannee County.

Commissioner Hatch moved to add the aforementioned two items to the agenda. 

Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
              Agenda Item No. 8 was to consider approval of the minutes of the July 26, 2005 Fire Governing Board Workshop, July 27 & August 2, 2005 Budget Workshops, August 16, 2005 Regular Meeting, August 16 and August 23, 2005 Solid Waste & Fire Assessment Public Hearings, and Emergency Meeting held on August 26, 2005 due to Hurricane Katrina.

              Commissioner Hatch inquired about the stated per acre charge of $.11 in the first sentence on Page 2 of the July 26, 2005 Fire Governing Board Workshop minutes.  He stated he thought it should be $.14 per acre and asked that the Deputy Clerk research this for the correct figure.  He cited two corrections on the July 27, 2005 Budget Workshop minutes; on Page 14 “need” should be “needed” and on Page 15 “Chairman Caruthers” should be “Chairman Maxwell”.  The Deputy Clerk made the cited corrections.                
          At 9:13 a.m. Chairman Maxwell readdressed Agenda Item No. 7, Emergency Agenda Items.  
          County Coordinator Wooley stated another item, Item C, needed to be added to the Emergency Agenda Items concerning adopting a Resolution pertaining to Hurricane Katrina and the likelihood for potential injury to the population and potential property damage; and whereas, Governor Bush through Executive Order 05-177 has placed all 67 Florida counties at 100% Category B Public Assistance Status, the Board is requested to declare a local state of emergency.  (See Resolution No. 2005-72)
          Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the aforementioned emergency item to the agenda.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
          Agenda Item No. 9 was Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

           George Fuller, WellFlorida Council member, stated he had been denied the mileage reimbursement from the County for the WellFlorida Council meetings he attends.  Mr. Fuller stated the Board had granted him the mileage reimbursement difference between what the North Central Florida Health Planning Council paid and the current County mileage rate of 40.5 cents per mile amounting to 11.5 cents per mile.  He stated he would resign from the WellFlorida Council Board if the County was not going to meet their obligation to him.

          County Coordinator Wooley stated he thought Mr. Fuller understood that he would need to fill out a county travel voucher, and only a County voucher, for the County to be able to reimburse him.
          Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Fuller if he would be willing to continue serving on the WellFlorida Council Board if the County reimbursed his mileage expenses.

          Mr. Fuller stated he would continue to serve as long as the County reciprocated with the travel reimbursement. 
          Agenda Item No. 10 was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court to present report.   There was no report.

          At 9:31 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recognized Glenda Williams and revisited Agenda Item No. 6 concerning permission for County employees to go on private property to upgrade voting precincts.

            Mrs. Williams stated she had written letters to the private property owners and hoped they would be willing to pay for some of the improvements needed to upgrade the precincts on their property.  She stated she was aware that if the County made improvements on private property, contracts from the owners would be needed and she would contact County Attorney Airth to do that if needed.   
         Agenda Item No. 11 was for Staff Reports.

A. John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, was detained due to a telephone conversation

and will be recognized later.
B. T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.

C. John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated the literacy program for children and

adults was doing well.  Mr. Hales advised there was a new Spanish program at the Branford Library and one of his staff members was volunteering there. He advised the library had State money from a Gates Grant for $19,200 to upgrade their computer lines.  He stated some of the Hurricane Katrina evacuees were using the library and asked the Board if he could exercise his executive privilege and waive the $15.00 charge for the disaster victims.  It was the consensus of the Board for him to waive the fees for the disaster victims and refund any fees that have been paid by them so far.

At 9:40 a.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to 
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, for his staff report.
County  Coordinator  Wooley  advised  there  were  approximately  51  families  from 
Hurricane Katrina staying in local motels and with local families. He stated the Red Cross is authorizing up to fourteen days motel stay for the Hurricane Katrina victims. e statedHe stated the community outpouring had been great, and that the Salvation Army is working with the distribution of goods to the hurricane victims.  He stated he needed to be excused from the Board meeting to take care of a Red Cross commitment that had not been accomplished.
D. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report. 
E. Greg Scott,  Recreation  Department  Director, had  submitted a written report.  Mr.
Scott stated the Recreation Department’s van needs a new motor. He stated he would like to offer it to another department to see if they could use it; or if not, surplus it.  

Mr. Sikes, Public Works Director, stated he would take a look at it to see if would be something his department could use.


At 9:50 a.m. Chairman Maxwell reopened the floor to Public Comments and recognized Jim Ward.  

Mr. Ward stated he had a copy of the newsletter entitled “Save Our Suwannee” and inquired if the Board was aware of this newsletter.  Mr. Ward stated it covered things that were going on in the state.  
Commissioner Hatch stated he was a member of this group and did receive the newsletter.  

Mr. Ward stated there would be a public hearing at Suwannee River Water Management on Thursday, September 7, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. concerning the no-wake zone rule on the river.   He stated people on the river were not adhering to the no-wake zone and that the Wild Life Officers were not enforcing the law.  He also stated there had been many thefts on river property on the Suwannee side of the river.
At 9:58 a.m. Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No. 20, (and the other Agenda Items No. 21 and 22 being presented by County Coordinator Wooley due to his having to be excused from the meeting early), which was to approve the Emergency Management Preparedness and Assistance (EMPA) Base Grant Agreement.
Mr. Wooley stated this was an annual grant in the amount is $105,806.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the EMPA Base Grant Agreement.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 21 was to authorize the execution of a letter concurring with the
designation of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council as the lead agency to coordinate the preparation of the land use and school planning interlocal agreement for Suwannee County, and the designation of John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, as the contact person.  
Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize the execution of a letter concurring with the

designation of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council as the lead agency to coordinate the preparation of the land use and school planning interlocal agreement for Suwannee County and the designation of John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, as the contact person.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 22 was to approve the Adoption Agreement (2005) and the Certificate of Resolution (2005) for Section 125 Premium Only Plan for health insurance.

County Coordinator Wooley stated this is an annual plan. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Adoption Agreement (2005) and the Certificate of Resolution (2005) for Section 125 Premium Only Plan for health insurance.   Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2005-77) and (Resolution No. 2005-69)
At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.
At 10:15 a.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.
At 10:15 a.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 15 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was to approve the construction plans for Taylor Place Subdivision.  

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the construction plans for Taylor Place Subdivision.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 was to approve the construction plans for O’Brien Estates Subdivision.

Commissioner Hatch stated he would abstain from voting due to personal business interest.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the construction plans for O’Brien Estates Subdivision.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Hatch abstaining.
Agenda Item No. 17 was to approve the construction plans for Jackson Heights

Subdivision.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the construction plans for Jackson Heights Subdivision.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 18 was to approve the construction plans for Eagle’s Pointe Subdivision. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the construction plans for Eagle’s Pointe Subdivision.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 19 was to approve advertising for bids for the construction of a canopy for the fueling station at Public Works.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated the canopy was already figured in the budget and he felt this shelter was necessary to protect the fueling equipment from the elements.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve advertising for bids for the construction of a canopy for the fueling station at Public Works.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 10:21 a.m. Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No. 23 which was to discuss, with possible Board action, changes to Section 2.3 of the Land Development Regulations (Nonconforming Lots, Nonconforming Uses of Land, Nonconforming Structures, Nonconforming Characteristics of Use, Nonconforming Use of Structures and Premises), (withdrawn from August 16, 2005 agenda), as Agenda Items 20, 21 and 22 had been addressed earlier in the meeting.

Commissioner Caruthers stated changes should be made to Section 2.3 of the LDRs to cover residents so that they would be able to replace and repair their homes even if the structures were originally built on nonconforming lots if the allowable setbacks were met.
Commissioner Hatch stated homeowners should be allowed to rebuild as long as the requirements are met and the repairs or rebuilding was on an existing dwelling and not vacant land.

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated the staff can work with the Regional Planning Council on the verbiage and bring it back to the Board for approval.

Agenda Item No. 24 was to discuss, with possible Board action, assisting the Live Oak City Council with the purchase of a new public address system for the City Council Meeting Room.  

Chairman Billy C. Maxwell stated he felt the City of Live Oak had worked with the Board very well in offering the use of their Council Chambers for the Board meetings.  He stated he felt that the Board owed the City of Live Oak something in return for the use of the 

room and the Board should assist them in obtaining, within reason, a new public address system.


Deputy Clerk Mike Tyson stated Deputy Clerk Eric Musgrove was in the process of obtaining estimates on the equipment needed.  

Discussion ensued and the consensus of the Board was to table the issue until all the information could be gathered and presented to the Board at another meeting.

Agenda Item No. 25 was for Emergency Agenda Items.  There were three items to hear.

A. Authorize the Chairman to sign an application to change the Land Development Regulations (LDRs) to classify land application of sewage sludge as an intensive agricultural practice. 

Commissioner Hatch stated this issue is a recurring problem in the south end of the

County.  He stated this is strictly human sewage sludge and the change in the LDRs needs to be signed in order to protect the citizens of Suwannee County. 

Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize Chairman Maxwell to sign an application to change the LDRs to classify land application of sewage sludge as an intensive agricultural practice.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

B. Discuss, with possible Board action, requesting assistance from the Governor and

Legislature in investigating motor fuel pricing practices in Suwannee County.

Commissioner Hatch stated there is a 1985 law,  the  Motor  Fuel  Practices  Act,  that
results in eliminating competition and the Board needs to take a stance on this issue.  He stated only seventeen states in the country passed this law and the law needs to be repealed.
Commissioner Udell stated it prevents retail outlets from going lower on their prices and this Board needs to appeal to the Governor and Legislature for their assistance.
Commissioner Hatch moved for the Board to send a request to the Governor and Legislature concerning repealing the 1985 Motor Fuel Practices Act.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

C. Approval of a Resolution for the Declaration of a Local State of Emergency. 
County Coordinator Wooley stated the Resolution is due to a local state of emergency
for Florida declared by the Governor through a letter to the President because of  Hurricane Katrina.   Mr. Wooley stated this hurricane will have a long-term impact on all of us.  He stated the fuel supply is an issue and the President has released fuel reserves to help curtail problems in this area. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Resolution for the Declaration of a Local State of Emergency due to Hurricane Katrina.ur  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-72)
Agenda Item No. 26 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Fowler had none.

Commissioner Caruthers had none.

Chairman Maxwell asked Commissioner Udell about the status of the Fire Governing Board meeting with County Coordinator Wooley.

Commissioner Udell stated they had met but had to wait until the public hearing was over and could now move forward.  

Chairman Maxwell asked Commissioner Caruthers about the status of the documentation on fire truck repairs done by the Public Works Department Shop.
Commissioner Caruthers stated he was working with Public Works Director Sikes on the procedure for documenting the repairs handled through the Public Works Department Shop.
Chairman Maxwell stated the gypsy car dealers from other counties are setting up in Suwannee County selling cars and not paying for any type of license and are hurting the local dealers.  He stated they should have to pay something and there should be some type of control over this. 

Commissioner Udell agreed with Chairman Maxwell that this was not acceptable and asked County Attorney Airth to explore the laws on this issue.

At 11:30 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed the meeting until 3:00 p.m. for Time Specific Agenda Items No. 12, 13 and 14 scheduled at 3:00 p.m.
At 3:00 pm. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting to continue TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS. 

Agenda Item No. 12 was at 3:00 p. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for resurfacing of 40th Street and 24th Street.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2005-17)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated two bids were received.  Mr. Sikes stated he would open them alphabetically as follows:
1.  Anderson Columbia

$847,430.36

2.  Scruggs Company


$791,266.29

Mr. Sikes advised there is $874,711.00 state grant money available for this project.  He stated these bids would be sent to the Bid Review Committee for their recommendation to the Board at the next regular Board Meeting.

Agenda Item No. 13 was at 3:00 p. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for resurfacing of 180th Street and 165th Road.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2005-18)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated there was only one bid received.  Mr. Sikes opened the bid and the results were as follows:


1.  Anderson Columbia

$1,244,728.17

Mr. Sikes advised there is $1,221,826.00 of state grant money available for the project.  He stated this bid would be sent to the Bid Review Committee for their recommendation to the Board at the next regular Board Meeting.  
Commissioner Udell asked if there is money left over from one project could that possibly be used for another project.  

Mr. Sikes stated he would check into this and bring the results back to the Board.

Agenda Item No. 14 was at 3:00 p. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open proposals for automobile, property, and general liability insurance.  (RFP No. 2005-13)  

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated there were three bids.  Mrs. Harrison opened the bids and the results were as follows:


1.  McGriff Williams Insurance Co.


$436,751.79


2.  B.W. Helvenston & Sons Insurance Co.

$430,014.00 (A.P. 1)


B.W. Helvenston (cont’d)


$430,144.00 (A.P. 2)









$422,921.00 (A.P. 3)



Additional coverage:  Option #1

$  23,897.00






Option #2

$  24,799.00


3.  Accord Insurance Network of Alachua

$316,370.38









$325,550.96

Mrs. Harrison stated these bids would be referred to the Insurance Committee for review and their recommendation to the Board at the next regular Board Meeting on September 20, 2005.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Hatch seconded the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








BILLY MAXWELL, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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