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Tuesday, September 6, 2005
City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


 5:15 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a Tentative Budget Hearing and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Clerk Kenneth Dasher, Michael Tyson, Betty Carver, Dean Papapetrou, Leeta Bronson, and Neena Funicelli, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present.
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 5:20 p.m. and called upon Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court.

Clerk Dasher stated he had a health problem and would have Leeta Bronson, Finance Director, present the Tentative Budget.   Mrs. Bronson announced a tentative proposed millage rate of 10 mils, with a tentative budget of $39,284,132.00 at a rollback rate of 9.2602 and the percentage of increase in ad Valorem tax revenue of the proposed millage over the rollback rate is 7.99 percent.  Mrs. Bronson advised the Chairman and Board Members had been furnished with their Tentative Budget Notebooks.
At 5:21 p.m. Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments and called upon Outside Agencies for their budget requests.
Carol Herring of the Suwannee County Museum Association advised she was unable to attend the Budget Workshop held earlier, but the Museum Association was asking for an additional $2,000.00 this year to use for new exhibits, general curation, and daily care of the museum for a total of $4,000.00.
Rhonda Sherrod, Administrator-Shands of Live Oak was next.  Mrs. Sherrod addressed the Board and reiterated her previous request of $50,000 a year for two years to assist the hospital with the expansion of the Emergency Room to a 12-bed facility scheduled to be completed by September, 2006.  Mrs. Sherrod stated that Federal law mandates treatment of all who come to the hospital emergency room and the hospital has outgrown the present facility. 
As there were no other Outside Agencies with requests, Chairman Maxwell called for requests from Constitutional Officers.  There were none.

Next, Chairman Maxwell called for County Department budget requests. 

Commissioner Hatch stated $10,000 would be transferred from Glenda Williams’ budget to Steve Sharpless’ budget in order for the County Maintenance Department to upgrade the voting precincts.  

Commissioner Fowler asked about the funding source for a truck for the Maintenance Department.  Mrs. Bronson stated the funds would come from their contingency fund.
Elaine Robinson reiterated that she was asking for a new fulltime staff assistant position in her office to assist her.  She advised the existing part-time position was not working out.
 There being no other County Department requests and no public comments, at 5:40 p.m. Chairman Maxwell closed the public comments.

Commissioner Fowler questioned the discrepancy in the Airport fuel figures.  He stated the purchase amount of fuel was $102,000.00 and income shows $76,280.00.

Donald Robinson, Airport Manager, stated there were 8,000 gallons of fuel left in the tank.  He stated this amount of fuel calculated by the price per gallon would make up the difference.  More discussion ensued on cost versus revenue.

Commissioner Fowler questioned the $7,548.05 in the Clerk’s budget which was for the disability insurance benefit to the Clerk’s employees.  He stated that to be fair all County employees should be offered this benefit.
Commissioner Caruthers stated he had calculated this out and it would cost the Board approximately $250,000.00 to provide this benefit for the balance of the County employees.  He suggested doing a survey through payroll to see how many employees would be interested in this benefit.

Discussion ensued and it was the consensus of the Board to commit to do the survey suggested.

Commissioner Caruthers announced he felt the millage should be lowered to 9.7

Clerk Dasher advised that once the millage rate is set, it cannot go up.  He stated the millage, once tentatively set, may be decreased but it cannot be increased at the Final Budget Hearing.
Commissioner Hatch stated the millage rate should stay at 10 for now and wait until the Final Budget Hearing to make any reduction.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to reduce the millage rate from 10 to 9.7 mils.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Hatch and Commissioner Udell opposed.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the additional $2,000.00 for the Museum Association’s budget.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Udell opposed.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the $50,000.00 request from Shands of Live Oak for assistance in constructing the 12-bed addition to the Emergency Room contingent upon the assistance being lawful.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Udell opposed.

At 6:35 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

At 6:55 p.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the Budget Hearing.
At 6:55 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed the Tentative Budget Hearing and convened the Governing Board for the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Municipal Service Benefit Units to consider the FY2006 assessment.
Leeta Bronson, Finance Director, announced the proposed household assessment rate of $114.48 which is a decrease from last year of $.52 per dwelling.

At 6:57 p.m. Chairman Maxwell opened the floor for public comments.  There were none. 

At 6:58 p.m. Chairman Maxwell closed the public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU household assessment rate of $114.48 per household.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-74)
At 6:59 p.m. Chairman Maxwell adjourned the hearing for the Governing Board for the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Municipal Service Benefit Unit.

At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Maxwell convened the Governing Board for the Fire Protection Service Municipal Service Benefit Unit to consider the FY2006 assessment.
Leeta Bronson, Finance Director, announced the proposed Residential (per dwelling unit) rate of $39.0203 and Non-Residential (per square foot up to 40,000) of $.0732, and Transient Occupancy (per unit) of $140.0988 and land less than 160 acres (per parcel) of $12.4356, and land over 160 acres (per acre) of $.0953.

At 7:01 p.m. Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments.  There were none.
At 7:02 p.m. Chairman Maxwell closed public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the rates for the Fire Protection Service MSBU as stated above.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-73)
At 7:03 p.m. Chairman Maxwell adjourned the hearing for the Governing Board for the Fire Protection Service Municipal Service Benefit Unit.
At 7:04 p.m. Chairman Maxwell convened the Governing Board for Road Improvement Municipal Service Benefit Unit for Suwannee County.

Chairman Maxwell called on John G. Wooley, County Coordinator.  Mr. Wooley presented the proposed Resolution for the 75th Drive and 118th Terrace MSBU.  Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed for public comments.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the proposed Resolution for 75th Drive and 118th Terrace MSBU.  Commissioner Fowler seconded the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-75)
Mr. Wooley next presented the proposed Resolution for the 113th Road and 122nd Terrace and 122nd Trail MSBU. Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed for public comments.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Resolution for 113th Road and 122nd Terrace and 122nd Trail MSBU.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-76)
Mr. Wooley presented next the proposed Resolution for the 78th Street and 76th Terrace MSBU.  Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed for public comments. 
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Resolution as proposed for 78th Street and 76th Terrace MSBU. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-77)
Mr. Wooley next presented the proposed Resolution for the 147th Road MSBU.  Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed for public comments.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Resolution as proposed for 147th Road MSBU.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-78)
Mr. Wooley presented next the proposed Resolution for the 133rd Lane MSBU. Chairman Maxwell opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed for public comments.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Resolution as proposed for 133rd Lane MSBU.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-79)
There being no further business for the Road Improvement MSBU Governing Board to discuss, it was adjourned at 7:09 p.m.
At 7:10 p.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the Board of County Commissioner’s Tentative Budget Hearing.
Commissioner Hatch moved to accept the recommendation from the Governing Board for the Fire Protection Service Municipal Service Benefit Unit of Residential (per dwelling unit) rate of $39.0203 and Non-Residential (per square foot up to 40,000) of $.0732, and Transient Occupancy (per unit) of $140.0988 and land less than 160 acres (per parcel) of $12.4356, and land over 160 acres (per acre) of $.0953.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch moved to accept the recommendation from the Governing Board for the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Municipal Service Benefit Units as stated above for FY2006.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept the assessment recommendation from the Governing Board for Road Improvement MSBUs on all five road MSBUs: 75th Drive and 118th Terrace MSBU; 113th Road/122nd Terrace/122nd Trail MSBU; 78th Street and 76th Terrace MSBU; 147th Road MSBU; and 133rd Lane MSBU. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to reduce and set the tentative millage rate for the County Budget for FY2006 to 9.7 mils.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Hatch and Commissioner Udell opposed.

Commissioner Fowler moved to adopt the Tentative Budget for FY2006 at $39,284,132.00.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Maxwell adjourned the Tentative Budget Hearing at 7:16 p.m.
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