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August 26, 2005

Emergency Operations Center

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for an emergency session, and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerk.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present (but arrived later).  Commissioner Randy Hatch was not present.
The purpose of the meeting was to declare a local state of emergency due to the potential for damage from Hurricane Katrina.
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. and stated that public notices had been posted in various County Offices and read on the radio.  He stated that Governor Jeb Bush had declared a state of emergency due to the projected path of Hurricane Katrina.  Chairman Maxwell asked that the Board adopt an emergency resolution declaring a state of emergency.
Commissioner Udell moved to adopt a resolution declaring a local state of emergency.  Commissioner Fowler seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-71)

Commissioner Udell asked how long the state of emergency would be in effect.  County Coordinator Johnny Wooley responded that it would be in effect for seven days.

County Coordinator Wooley briefed local emergency management and the public on the projected path of the hurricane, which had shifted further west than originally forecast.  He stated that if Hurricane Katrina shifted further east, the Emergency Operations Center would be activated on Sunday.  He added that even without a direct hit, there was the potential for heavy rains and isolated tornadoes.  County Coordinator Wooley stated that Emergency Management and law enforcement was on call, and even without a direct hit, Suwannee County could become a host shelter county.
Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 4:11 p.m.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the County’s schools could be impacted as shelters for those in need.  He added that White Springs was at this time a staging area for hurricane response.  County Coordinator Wooley stated that the Emergency Operations Center would probably be partially activated on Sunday, depending upon the course of the hurricane.  He stated that if the hurricane shifted its course to the east, the Coliseum would be opened as a shelter Sunday afternoon.  County Coordinator Wooley stated that Hurricane Katrina was projected to be a Category 4 hurricane when it hits land again, up from its Category 1 status when it hit South Florida.  If the hurricane continues on its present path, there would be voluntary evacuations for West Florida, with mandatory evacuations following on Sunday.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m.
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