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July 8, 2005

Emergency Operations Center

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p. m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for an emergency session, and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  Commissioner Randy Hatch was not present.
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
Commissioner Caruthers asked Hal A. Airth if the meeting properly qualified as an emergency meeting.

Mr. Airth advised the meeting had been posted at County buildings, the radio station had been advised and requested to broadcast the meeting specifics, the local newspaper had been advised and representatives were present, and the Clerk’s Office was in attendance to take minutes, and the meeting seemed legal and proper.

Chairman Maxwell called upon John G. Wooley, County Coordinator/Emergency Management Director.

Mr. Wooley briefed the Board and others in attendance regarding the status of Hurricane Dennis.

Mr. Wooley addressed Agenda Item No. 1, and advised that as the track or the hurricane could change, and Suwannee County could receive some impact and flooding from the hurricane, and the local shelters may be activated to host those persons evacuating west Florida, the Board should adopt a Resolution for Declaration of a Local State of Emergency.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt a Resolution enacting a Declaration of Local State of Emergency due to Hurricane Dennis.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously, 4-0. (See Resolution 2005-70)
 Mr. Wooley addressed Agenda Item No. 2, which was to approve to piggyback Leon County’s contract with Crowder/Gulf Joint Venture for emergency debris removal services.  Mr. Wooley advised that FEMA legal staff had advised piggyback contracts were now deemed acceptable.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve to piggyback Leon County’s contract with Crowder/Gulf Joint Venture for emergency debris removal services.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously, 4-0. (See Agreement No. 2005-70)
Mr. Wooley addressed Agenda Item No. 3, which was to approve overtime payment during declared Local State of Emergencies for county employees that are otherwise exempt from receiving overtime pay, particularly supervisory, management, and other exempt staff.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve overtime payment during declared Local State of Emergencies for county employees that are otherwise exempt from receiving overtime pay, particularly supervisory, management, and other exempt staff.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously, 4-0.

Mr. Wooley briefed the audience on the potential for local shelter activation which would likely be decided later based upon the tracking of the hurricane which would be monitored continually.  He advised the EOC would be on partial activation and a determination would be made on full activation as the situation dictated.
Mr. Walter Boatright, Superintendent of Schools briefed the Board on the preparation of the schools for use as shelters.

Undersheriff Ron Colvin briefed the Board on Law Enforcement activities and preparations.
Commissioner Fowler moved to adjourn. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously, 4-0.

With no further business to address, the Emergency Meeting Adjourned at 4:25 p.m.
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