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July 5, 2005

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Dean Papapetrou, Mike Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Fowler led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No.1 was to approve payment of invoices.

 [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]
	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  07/05/05
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               782,103.54 

	001
	DRIVER'S EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               495,077.30 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 10,786.79 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 20,495.98 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $               102,501.26 

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 39,120.07 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   6,451.18 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $             1,071,034.57 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 76,051.11 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 40,290.42 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 15,925.00 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               148,940.09 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               117,329.66 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $               125,330.40 

	
	 BATCHES 05/0626-661

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    3,051,437.37 


            Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve a partial release of the mortgage of Robert and Sandra Richardson, SHIP clients. 
            Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve a subordination agreement for Dean and Nancy Papapetrou, SHIP clients. (See Agreement No. 2005-57)
            Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve a release of lien for Tony and Laine Adkins, SHIP clients.

           Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve a release of lien for Vernita Reed, SHIP client. (See Agreement No. 2005-59)
           Consent Agenda Items No. 2 and 4 were removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  
           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1, 3, and 5.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Commissioner Caruthers questioned, on Consent Agenda Item No. 2, the partial release of lien of $1,150.00.  He stated the clients had sold a portion of the property and could satisfy the SHIP loan with the proceeds.
            Matt Pearson, Suwannee River Economic Council, stated the clients had requested a partial release from the portion of the property that was sold and SHIP is still holding a lien on the rest of the property.  Mr. Pearson stated that the proceeds from the sale could satisfy the lien.
            Commissioner Fowler moved to deny the request of a partial release of lien of $1,150.00 for Robert and Sandra Richardson, SHIP clients.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
             Commissioner Caruthers stated concern, regarding Consent Agenda Item No. 4, that the check was not made out properly.  Mr. Airth, County Attorney, stated the check was okay and should be negotiable. 

             Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the release of lien for Tony and Laine Adkins, SHIP clients.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2005-58)
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
            Agenda Item No. 6 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss flooding problems on property of Fred Andrews.

            Tracy Forest, daughter of Fred Andrews, distributed a handout on 129th Road Storm Water Control.  Ms. Forest stated when this property was purchased it was not listed as being in a flood zone and therefore no flood insurance was required.  She stated the property floods every time there are heavy rains from storm water runoff from surrounding properties.  She stated she and her parents would like the County to install a retention pond to take care of the problem.  

            Fred Andrews, property owner, stated he had not received any help or sympathy from the County so far regarding his situation.  Mr. Andrews stated he had already spent $6,000.00 digging out the retention pond on his property and that it had helped somewhat. 
            T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated this area had been a problem since the early 1980’s.  He advised this is a low, natural drainage area and should have never been built on.  He stated he had been out to this site several times with Curtis Keen, engineer, to assess the issue.  Mr. Sikes stated it was Mr. Keen’s professional opinion that the things the County could implement would only very minimally help and would not alleviate the problem.  Mr. Sikes stated it would cost a great deal of money for the Board to commission a water drainage study, involving buying property and hiring someone to do the study.  He advised there are many areas throughout the County that have similar situations and this would be setting a precedent for all the others in the County.  He stated he would need direction from the Board to proceed.
              Commissioner Caruthers stated the Board needs a price on the cost of Public Works digging a retention pond on 129th Road and working on the ditches along the roadside.  
              After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to direct Mr. Sikes to arrange for this study to be done and bring the results back to the Board. 
              Mr. Sikes stated he would ask the County Engineer to do a study on this issue and have Suwannee River Water Management render an opinion on permitting. He stated it would take approximately a month to complete the task.   

              At 10:05 Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

              At 10:18 Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.

              Agenda Item No. 7 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adopting a Budget Amendment Resolution to identify and authorize the use of additional Balance Forward and/or Unanticipated Revenue for the increase of appropriations (expenses) in various County programs.

              Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, read the 2005 Budget Amendment Resolution with the amended amount of $52,790.00.  At 10:20 a.m. Chairman Maxwell opened the public hearing.  No one spoke.  Chairman Maxwell closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the 2005 Budget Amendment Resolution.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2005-63)
             Agenda Item No. 8 was at 10:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open proposals for workers’ compensation insurance. (RFP No. 2005-12)

            Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, explained the supplemental advisory sent out by the County reflecting an error in the experience mod factor and stated she was not sure if McGriff-Williams Insurance had used the 1.25 experience mod for their proposals.

            Mr. Airth, County Attorney, advised the bids would be faulty if they had not and any opened bids should be resealed until they could be contacted.
            Commissioner Hatch moved to table Agenda Item No. 8 until Mrs. Harrison heard from McGriff-Williams Insurance. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 9 was at 10:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open proposals for group health insurance. (RFP No. 2005-12)
            Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, opened proposals from United Health Care.  Mrs. Harrison read the summary sheet for each of the plans offered.

             Mrs. Harrison opened proposals from AvMed Insurance Company. She read the summary sheet for each of the plans offered.
            Mrs. Harrison opened proposals from Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Florida.  She read the summary sheet for each of the plans offered.

             Mrs. Harrison opened proposals from Florida League of Cities.  She read the summary sheet for each of the plans offered.
               Mrs. Harrison stated all proposals will be referred to the Bid Review Committee and the Insurance Committee for review and she will report back to the Board with their recommendations.  (A copy of each of the health insurance proposals is on file in the Clerk’s Office.)
GENERAL BUSINESS
            Agenda Item No. 10 was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any item this Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 29, Emergency Agenda Items.  
            There was one emergency item to be added.  Item A. was to authorize advertising to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of a Master Service Assessment Ordinance as prepared by Government Services Group, Inc.  
             Commissioner Udell moved to approve adding the aforementioned emergency item to the agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
           Agenda Item No. 11 was to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on June 7, 2005 and the Workshop and Regular Meeting both held on June 16, 2005. 

           Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on June 7, 2005 and the Workshop and Regular Meeting both held on June 26, 2005 as written.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 12 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)   There were no public comments.

            Agenda Item No. 13 was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of Court to present a report.  There was no report.        
Agenda Item No. 14 was for Staff Reports.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised the consultants from Government Services Group would be here today at 2:00 p.m. to answer questions the Board has regarding their reports on Fire, Solid Waste and Road Assessments.
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised he needed a policy and decision from the Board of how to handle the storm water situations in the County.   

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated he wanted to remind the Board of the luncheon today provided to the Board by the Friends of the Library.  

Mr. Hales stated the summer program has been very successful.  He stated they had provided day camps to the Recreation Department.
Mr. Hales stated he had been appointed by the American Library Association to the Rural Libraries Committee. 

Mr. Hales stated he had filed an amendment to the Gates Grant for the purchase of personal computers for the library, and had requested the funds be used for system upgrades instead. 
Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, had provided a written report.  Mr. Scott advised that Little River Springs is closed due to flooding.  He stated the opening and closing of the springs in the County is based on the water levels.
Agenda Item No. 15 was for authorization to purchase a dump truck on state contract, at approximately $68,000.00, as a replacement for the one that was wrecked.
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the insurance settlement on the wrecked truck was $46,000.00.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve authorization to purchase a dump truck on state contract at approximately $68,000.00 as a replacement for the one that was wrecked.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 was to approve the contract with Anderson Columbia Company, Inc. for resurfacing CR 136-A.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated the bid was awarded to Anderson Columbia Company, Inc. and the contract had been executed and bonded.  Mr. Sikes stated he needed approval and execution of the contract, and notice of award from the Board in order to issue a notice to proceed.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the contract with Anderson Columbia Company, Inc. for resurfacing CR 136-A. Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2005-60)

Agenda Item No. 17 was to approve the Supplemental Joint Participation Agreement No. 1 with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) for an Airport Master Drainage Plan, and the adoption of an enabling Resolution.

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated this would be an additional $52,000.00 and there would be no match.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Supplemental Joint Participation Agreement No. 1 with the FDOT for an Airport Master Drainage Plan, and the adoption of an enabling Resolution.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-59 and Agreement No. 2005-63)

Agenda Item No. 18 was to adopt a Resolution for Consent to Assignment and Change of Control for Time Warner Cable, Inc.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated this is the result of a merger with Comcast.  Mr. Wooley stated the franchise fee has been paid to the County.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the adoption of a Resolution for Consent to Assignment and Change of Control for Time Warner Cable, Inc.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-60)
Agenda Item No. 19 was to approve the Equipment Preventive Maintenance Agreement with Digital Now for 911 Addressing.
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated this is a renewal for maintenance on the large printer for 911 Addressing.

Commissioner Udell moved the approve the Equipment Preventive Maintenance Agreement with Digital Now for 911 Addressing.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2005-61)
Agenda Item No. 20 was to approve the Contract for Consulting Services with Nine-Lives Disaster Solutions to update and publish the revised version of the Suwannee County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP) and provide consultation and representation during the Florida Division of Emergency Management CEMP compliance review.
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated this is a renewal of a contract which is grant funded and updated every two years with no County funds involved.
Chief Deputy Clerk Dean Papapetrou pointed out the date of the contract read “31st day of June “and should be the “30th day of June”.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve, subject to change of date, the Contract for Consulting Services with Nine-Lives Disaster Solutions to update and publish the revised version of the Suwannee County CEMP and provide consultation and representation during the Florida Division of Emergency Management CEMP compliance review.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2005-62)
Agenda Item No. 21 was to adopt a Resolution accepting ownership and maintenance of 148th Place, formerly known as Quail Run Road, within The Meadows, an unrecorded subdivision in Commission District 4.
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated this is a housekeeping issue.  
Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated the quit claim deed to the property from U.S. Farm Service Agency is attached.
Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a Resolution accepting ownership and maintenance of 148th Place, formerly known as Quail Run Road, within The Meadows, an unrecorded subdivision in Commission District 4.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-62)
Commissioner Hatch moved to accept the quit claim deed from U.S. Farm Service Agency on the aforementioned property.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Note: Resolution and Deed to be recorded.)
At 11:32 a.m. Chairman Maxwell readdressed tabled Agenda Item No. 8 concerning Workers’ Compensation Insurance.  Commissioner Hatch moved to remove Agenda Item No. 8 from the table.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated she had received a Fax from McGriff-Williams Insurance stating they had in fact used the 1.25 experience mod for their calculations on the insurance proposal. 
 Mrs. Harrison proceeded to open the proposal from Florida League of Cities through B. W. Helvenston Insurance Company.  She read the summary sheet for each option offered.
Mrs. Harrison opened the proposal from McGriff-Williams Insurance for Preferred Governmental Insurance Trust.  She read the summary sheet for the option offered. 
Mrs. Harrison stated all proposals will be referred to the Bid Review Committee and the Insurance Committee for review and report back to the Board with their recommendations. 
Agenda Item No. 22 was to adopt a Resolution accepting the North Central Florida Economic Development District Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 2004-2005 Annual Report, as prepared by the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated he had reviewed the report and he feels it adequately reflects the area.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Resolution accepting the North Central Florida Economic Development District Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 2004-2005 Annual Report, as prepared by the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-61)
Agenda Item No. 23 was to consider approval of recommendation to hold a workshop with the Fire Governing Board on Thursday, July 21, 2005 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at Live Oak City Hall, if available.
Commissioner Hatch stated he had a conflict with the July 21 date and suggested changing it to July 26 at 7:00 p.m.  The Board concurred.   
Commissioner Hatch moved to change the date of the Workshop with the Fire Governing Board to July 26, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at Live Oak City Hall.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 11:45 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for lunch.

At 1:35 a.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.

Agenda Item No. 24 was to set a workshop with Government Services Group, Inc. to discuss special assessments studies for Fire, Solid Waste and Roads on Thursday, July 21, 2005 at 1:00 p.m. at Live Oak City Hall, if available.
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, suggested that the Board defer Agenda Item No. 24 until 2:00 p.m. when the consultants from Government Services Group will be present.

At 1:38 Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No. 25 which was to set the date, time and location for the first public budget hearing.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, withdrew this item from the agenda due to lack of contact with the other agencies involved and requested it be put on the agenda for the July 19 regular Board Meeting.
Agenda Item No. 26 was to set date, time and location for Budget Workshop.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised the Clerk would have the budget notebooks ready by July 15, 2005 and the Workshop needed to be scheduled after that date.  

Commissioner Caruthers stated he felt two days would be needed for the Budget Workshop.  Discussion ensued.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to set July 27 and July 28, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. at Live Oak City Hall for the Budget Workshop. Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 27 was to request the Clerk to seek funding to finance MSBU road projects.  

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the request for the Clerk of seek funding to finance MSBU road projects.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 28 was for Chairman Maxwell to appoint three Commissioners to serve on the Value Adjustment Board (VAB).

Deputy Clerk Tyson advised that due to statutory changes, the VAB process will require more meetings and the time will be extended possibly into November. 

Chairman Maxwell appointed Commissioner Udell, Commissioner Fowler and Commissioner Hatch to serve on the Value Adjustment Board.
Agenda Item No. 29 was to hear Emergency Agenda Items.  There was one item to hear.

A. To authorize to advertise holding a public hearing to consider adoption of a Master Service Assessment Ordinance as prepared by Government Service Group, Inc.
Mr. Wooley advised the deadlines were very close and requested approval.

Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize to advertise holding a public hearing on July 19, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at Live Oak City Hall to consider adoption of a Master Service Assessment Ordinance as prepared by Government Service Group, Inc.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 1:50 p.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 12 and reopened the floor to public comments.

Mr. Lester Curry spoke concerning Shenandoah Dairy spray fields near his property and the fact that the dairy is planning to clear another 700 acres of land.  Mr. Curry cited FS 823.14, the Right to Farm Act, and read parts of this statute.  He stated that according to Item No. 5 in the statute extensive expansion of an operation is prohibited.  He stated that No. 6 of the statute does not limit local government emergency powers.  He cited the local Ordinance 98-13 that gives local government the right to act on this type of issue.
At 1:57 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

At 2:07 p.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.

At 2:08 p.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 24.
Skip Burnside, Senior Project Manager-Government Services Group, Inc., stated he had adjusted some of the figures in the Fire Assessment Report from the information he had received from the Board in the last meeting.  Mr. Burnside stated on a homestead parcel up to 160 acres, the first acre would be exempt.
Commissioner Fowler and Commissioner Caruthers stated the exemption should be five acres as five acres is the requirement for building a home.
Mr. Burnside stated he would change the exemption to five acres and rework the figures based on that.

Commissioner Hatch asked about case history on unimproved land.

Heather Encinosa, Attorney-Nabors, Giblin & Nickerson, P.A., stated there were no Florida cases.  She advised fire services on vacant land were a burden to the County if the land is not assessed.  She stated the landowner is reaping the benefit by not paying taxes and the County is losing money.  She stated 46% of the fire calls in the County this year were to vacant land.  She stated a blanket Ordinance could be set up to cover all MSBU’s and each could be changed by doing a Resolution.

Mr. Burnside advised the hotel/motel/RV section had been changed and capped at 40,000 square feet.  He stated mobile home parks would be assessed as residential and on each individual home.
Ms. Encinosa explained the process of making an ordinance for multi-MSBU uses.  She stated each MSBU should have a separate account for auditing purposes.
Melissa Proctor, Project Manager-Government Services Group, Inc., stated she had revisited the figures from the Solid Waste Report.  She advised the 1.3 tons per household was the average and $32.00/ton transfer fee was valid. 
Ms. Enconisa stated there were two ways to handle the assessment: yearly and notice every year, or five-year average and notice every five years.
At 3:12 p.m. Chairman Maxwell excused Commissioner Udell to attend another meeting.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, suggested using a five-year average which would eliminate having to notice every year.

Ms. Enconisa agreed with five-year average and will draft a Resolution to be brought back to the next Board meeting.

At 3:30 p.m. Chairman Maxwell excused Mr. Airth from the meeting.

Commissioner Hatch stated Suwannee County was not a charter county and does not have the ability to apply service fees to utility bills to collect revenues.
At 3:38 p.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 30 for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.  There were none.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously, 4-0, as Commissioner Udell had left the meeting earlier.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m.  
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








BILLY MAXWELL, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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