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June 7, 2005

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Dean Papapetrou, Mike Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Chairman Maxwell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No.1 was to approve payment of invoices.
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	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  06/7/05
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               613,573.75 
	

	001
	DRIVER'S EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               483,330.62 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 65,906.85 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 25,353.35 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                   6,633.00 
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 29,080.19 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 50,024.87 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               227,208.65 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 72,585.78 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 45,276.73 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 49,865.00 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $               368,229.71 
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 47,566.08 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 77,867.66 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                   3,132.50 
	

	
	 BATCHES 05/0548-0595
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,165,634.74 
	


            Agenda Item No. 2 was to appoint Dr. Nancy McCullers, Public Health Unit Administrator, to Congressman Allen Boyd’s healthcare council.
            Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the Subordination Agreement for Howard L. Howes, Jr. and Alma J. Howes, SHIP clients. 
            Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 through 3.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
             Agenda Item No. 4 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the renewal of the franchise agreement with LB Cable, LLC.  (During May 17, 2005 meeting, the Board extended approval of this agreement until the June 7, 2005.)  

             Allen Braddy, LB Cable, LLC, presented a copy of a memo from LB Cable, LLC stating that a check had been issued to the Department of Revenue in the amount of $64,589.82 to cover all franchise fees in the state of Florida.
             Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the renewal of the franchise agreement with LB Cable, LLC.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

             Agenda Item No. 5 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval for the Recreation Department to purchase a new or used utility vehicle.  

            Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, stated the purpose of purchasing a utility vehicle was for the trustees because they are not allowed the drive regular vehicles.  Mr. Scott stated it would be used predominately at the Sports Complex.  He stated that the approximate cost on state contract would be between $6,000 and $7,000.  
           Commissioner Udell moved to approve the purchase of a new or used utility vehicle.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

             Agenda Item No. 6 was at 9:00 A. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of resolutions amending Resolution Numbers 2005-52, 2005-53 and 2005-54 regarding support of applications to the State of Florida for the tax incentive credit program by three companies that want to locate in Suwannee County.  

            Dennis Cason, Executive Director – Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce, read in its entirety Resolution No. 2005-52 pertaining to Hydrogen Valley, Inc. 

           Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Resolution No. 2005-52 supporting the application to the State of Florida for the tax incentive program by Hydrogen Valley, Inc.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Dennis Cason, Executive Director – Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce, read in its entirety Resolution No. 2005-53 pertaining to M&S Automated Feeding Systems, Inc.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to approve Resolution No. 2005-53 supporting the application to the State of Florida for the tax incentive program for M&S Automated Feeding Systems, Inc.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Dennis Cason, Executive Director – Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce, read in its entirety Resolution No. 54 pertaining to Paradigm Methods.

            Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Resolution No. 2005-54 supporting the application to the State of Florida for the tax incentive program for Paradigm Methods.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 7 was at 9:00 A. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss placement of a sign at entrance to Lake Louise Estates Subdivision.  
            George L Burnham, Jr., representative from the Homeowners’ Association, advised the residents would like to erect a sign at the entrance of Lake Louise Estates Subdivision.  Mr. Burnham stated it would be on the County right-of-way.

            Commissioner Hatch stated erecting a sign on a county right-of-way is not allowable in the LDR’s and that the County also has a Sign Ordinance which needs revisiting.  

            After much discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to redefine the Sign Ordinance, work on the relevant LDR’s and revisit this issue at a later date.

            Agenda Item No. 8 was at 9:00 A. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider preliminary plat approval of O’Brien Estates Subdivision. 

           Commissioner Hatch recused himself due to his family’s financial interests in this subdivision.  
            Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, advised there would be 15 five acre lots for a total of 76.9 acres.  Mr. Meeks stated new paved roads would be required and that a variance had been requested on the length of the cul-de-sac.
            Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat with the variance on the length of the cul-de-sac.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously 4-0 with Commissioner Hatch abstaining from voting.
            At 9:45 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

            At 9:55 a.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.

GENERAL BUSINESS 

            Agenda Item No. 9 was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any item this Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 25, Emergency Agenda Items.

           There was one emergency item to be added which was to approve payment of the Partial Payment Estimate No. 3 to ERC General Contracting Services, Inc. in the amount of $458,968.33 for work on the Landfill Expansion Closure Project.  

           Commissioner Fowler moved to add the aforementioned emergency item to the agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 10 was to approve the minutes of the Budget Process Workshop and Regular Meeting both held on May 17, 2005 and Emergency Meeting held on May 23, 2005. 

           Commissioner Hatch cited one correction in the minutes of the Budget Process Workshop on Page A, “rolls” which appeared twice on this page should have been “roles”.  Commissioner Hatch also cited one correction in the minutes of the Regular Meeting at the bottom of Page 11 which should have read “no” instead of “so”.

            Commissioner Udell cited one correction in the minutes of the Budget Process Workshop on Page A, in the first paragraph, which was the addition of his name as being present for the workshop. 

            Commissioner Udell moved to approve the minutes of the Budget Process Workshop and Regular Meeting both held on May 17, 2005 with the cited corrections.   Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            The Deputy Clerk subsequently made the cited corrections to the minutes of the Budget Process Workshop and the Regular Meeting both held on May 17, 2005.

           Agenda Item No. 11 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

           Mr. Horne approached the podium.  Mr. Horne stated his concerns regarding his property on CR 49.  He stated he had paid Florida Wholesale Homes $1,000.00 to set up his mobile home and so far they had done nothing.  He stated he had been cited with a violation by Barbara Brown, Code Enforcement, and had been sent a letter to attend the Code Enforcement meeting.  Mr. Horne attended the meeting, explained his situation and had asked for sufficient time to get his home set up as his income would allow. 
         Commissioner Udell asked about Code Enforcement regulations and stated he would be requesting copies of the minutes of the Code Enforcement Board meetings. 

          Tim Alcorn, Code Enforcement Board member, stated they had been working with Mr. Horne since the fall of 2004 and that time had run out on his permit.  Mr. Alcorn stated the rate of the fine is $100 per day and the fine, if imposed, could be effective as of the initial date of the citation.  
           Commissioner Udell stated the Board would help Mr. Horne resolve his issues.

           Agenda Item No. 12 was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of Court to present a report.  There was no report.        
Agenda Item No. 13 was for Staff Reports.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated he and Bill Fletcher, Suwannee County Veterans Affairs Coordinator, had attended the dedication of the World War II monument in Tallahassee.
Mr. Wooley addressed the stop order on the entrance sign for the new subdivision on CR 49.   He stated that construction plans had not been approved by the Board.  He advised this is a violation of the LDR’s since a sign is a structure and the construction plans are not available yet.
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.   

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated he had talked to Dwight Stansel concerning looking into discretionary funds for a turn lane in front of the Library.  Mr. Hales stated the Clerk’s Office is now providing video tapes of the Board meetings to the Library.  He stated the summer program for kids K through 5 is being offered at the Branford and Live Oak libraries.  Mr. Hales advised the Friends of the Library would not be able to provide supper for the Board on the 16th as formerly planned.   He stated they would like to change it to July.  
Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, had provided a written report.  Mr. Scott advised that the locks at Royal Springs had been broken.  He stated anyone could call the office to obtain the combination for early admittance.  Mr. Scott stated the Rotary Centennial Pavilion was a nice asset to the community and had been used several times already.   He stated there will be a baseball tournament this weekend at the Park. 
At 10:44 Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No. 22 which was to discuss, with possible Board action, maintenance by the County of 53rd Road in District 4.

Kevin Corbett stated 53rd Road had at one time been maintained by the County.  Mr. Corbett stated he is building a house there and the only way to access the road now is with a 4-wheel drive vehicle.

The consensus of the Board was that the road had been maintained in the past and should continue to be maintained by the County.

At 10:50 a.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 14 which was approval of annual payment to Hatch Enterprises, Inc. for lime rock.  

Commissioner Hatch recused himself due to a conflict of interest and his family’s interest in Hatch Enterprises, Inc.
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the annual lease installment is $3,000.00 per acre of mineable property under Agreement No. 2003-69 totaling $7,500.00 owed the Hatch Enterprises, Inc. for 2005.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve annual rent payment of $7,500.00 to Hatch Enterprises, Inc.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously 4-0 with Commissioner Hatch abstaining from voting.
Agenda Item No. 15 was for authorization to purchase three mowing tractors.
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised they had three worn out tractors that had resulted in numerous repairs and a great amount of downtime.  Mr. Sikes stated these tractors would be declared surplus and would be placed on the County surplus property list.    He stated the three new tractors would be upsized to 85 hp and range from $25,000 to $27,000 each. 
Commissioner Caruthers questioned Mr. Sikes concerning the useage and assignments of the new tractors. 
Commissioner Udell moved to authorize the purchase of three mowing tractors.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 16 was to approve to advertise for paving 112th Street (Dry Prairie Road) in District 4.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated they were ready to proceed.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve to advertise for paving 112th Street (Dry Prairie Road) in District 4.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 17 was to approve the Florida Department of Corrections’ Interagency/Public Works Agreement for Hamilton Correctional Institution.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated there were no changes in the Agreement regarding the use of prison inmate labor for Public Works projects.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Florida Department of Corrections’ Interagency/Public Works Agreement for Hamilton Correctional Institution. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 18 was to discuss, with possible Board action, the determination of a list of priority projects to the Florida Department of Transportation for Fiscal Years 2006-2007 – 2010-2011.  (Due by July 1, 2005.)

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the list needed to be updated and resubmitted. 


After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to leave the priority list as is.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to leave the list of priority projects to the Florida Department of Transportation for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 – 2010-2011 as is.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

Agenda Item No. 19 was to consider changing the requirements for acceptance of private roads for County maintenance.
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, submitted a list of proposed requirements for accepting private roads for County maintenance.  
Commissioner Udell stated he thought No. 5 on the list concerning population density of 15 dwellings per roadway mile could be discriminatory and should be omitted.
After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that Mr. Sikes rewrite the list omitting No. 5 concerning population density and resubmit the list at the next Board meeting.
Agenda Item 20 was to approve the Property Transfer Forms for property in the judges’ offices that will be transferred from County ownership to the State Courts Administrator’s Office effective July 1, 2005.
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated any item under $1,000.00 would keep the same property numbers and be on the inventory as a fixed asset of the Board.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Property Transfer Forms for property that will be transferred from the judges’ offices to the State Courts Administrator’s Office effective July 1, 2005.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 21 was for review, with possible Board action, the use of county-owned vehicles by County personnel. 
Commissioner Caruthers stated each department has submitted a list of employees who drive County vehicles after hours.   

Discussion ensued.  It was the consensus of the Board that each department head  follow the example of Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, and redo their list to include the reasons justifying why the employee needs to drive the County vehicle after hours and bring the issue back to the next Board meeting.

Agenda Item No. 22 has already been addressed previously. 

Agenda Item No. 23 was to adopt the Resolution approving an increase in mileage and per diem for travel by County employees and officials. 

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Resolution approving an increase in mileage to 40.5 cents per mile and per diem to $6.00 for breakfast, $12.00 for lunch and $18.00 for supper effective October 1, 2005.  Commissioner Udell seconded.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, asked if this increase could become effective today and not wait until October.  Discussion ensued.

Commissioner Hatch amended his motion to make the increases effective June 7, 2005.  Commissioner Udell seconded.   The motion to amend carried unanimously.  The original motion to approve the Resolution as amended then carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2005-57).
At 11:50 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

At 12:00 noon Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.

Agenda Item No. 24 was to discuss, with possible Board action, the volunteer fire department’s unsanctioned fund raising issues.

Commissioner Hatch stated the flyers that were mailed out by the Ranchetts and O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department were inaccurate, misleading, offensive and unacceptable.  He stated fund raising is fine but it needs to be done correctly.  He stated the Governing Board needs to be involved and get a handle on such solicitations and make recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners.
After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to table this issue until a later date.

Agenda Item No. 25 was to hear Emergency Agenda Items.  There was one item to hear.

A. To approve payment of Partial Payment Estimate No. 3 for ERC General Contracting Services, Inc. in the amount of $458,968.33 for work on the Landfill Expansion Closure Project.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated the paperwork was misplaced on his desk and this was the reason for the emergency.  Mr. Sikes recommended approval of the payment. 
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Partial Payment Estimate No. 3 for ERC General Contracting Services, Inc. in the amount of $458,968.33 for work on the Landfill Expansion Closure Project.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 26 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Fowler asked Leeta Bronson, Finance Director, about fire assessment issues.  Mrs. Bronson addressed the assessment increase of $15.00 that went into effect October 1, 2002.  She advised the motion at that time was not made correctly to reflect what the Board actually wanted to do. She stated the increased assessment funds were put in the Fire Service Budget along with the other funding.  She pointed out the Board bought three fire trucks for the County Fire Department, two were financed and the other one they paid cash for.  These purchases consumed much of the additional assessment monies.  She stated that the Finance Department needed clarification on the Board’s prior motion regarding the assessment distribution.  She asked if it should be effective retroactive from the beginning of the additional assessment (10-01-02) or effective as of the date of their last motion. She stated there is approximately $63,000.00 left in the County Fire Department account but suggested it not be transferred to the Volunteer Fire Department in a lump sum because it may cause the County Fire Department to be $8,000.00 short if they expend all of their budget.  She suggested there may be several scenarios to address refunding the assessment funds to a Volunteer Fire Account, but further consideration and direction by the Board was needed.     
After discussion, John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the Fire Workshop is scheduled for June 16, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. and suggested the Board decide after that time and let Mrs. Bronson know.  The Board agreed.
Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 1:47 p.m.  
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








BILLY MAXWELL, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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