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May 3, 2005

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 9:00 p.m.  Commissioner Hatch led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No.1 was to approve payment of invoices.
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	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  05/03/05
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               612,078.16 
	

	001
	DRIVER'S EDUCATION
	 $                 16,165.55 
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               469,071.91 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 12,271.61 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 16,460.17 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 42,568.32 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 11,346.60 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                   4,750.00 
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               644,720.96 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 61,449.69 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 43,556.89 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               253,718.31 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               118,235.72 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                 19,131.14 
	

	
	 BATCHES 05/0472-513
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,325,525.03 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


              Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the payment of Partial Payment Estimate No. 12 to The Scruggs Company in the amount of $438,211.40 for work on the C. R. 795 Bypass Project (77th Trace).

            Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 and 2.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
             Agenda Item No. 3 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss the possible future Suwannee River Bridge Bat Project.  
             Jere Colbert, owner of Custom Bat Houses and Ecological Planner for Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park, stated that bats are natural insect predators and that one bat can destroy about 1,200 mosquitoes in an hour.  Mr. Colbert stated that his company is the only large bat house producer in the United States. He stated there are several bat houses already at the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park.  He advised that under rural bridges provide good locations for the bats because of the availability of food and water. Mr. Colbert would like for this to be a community project and anyone interested in helping with the project can call the Spirit of the Suwannee.  He stated that there will be a bat seminar on Saturday, May 21 at 5:00 p.m. at the Park.
              Chairman Maxwell expressed his concern with contamination of the river from the bat droppings. He stated he had no problem with the project but that Mr. Colbert needed to check with water management, DEP, and EPA regarding the environmental issues.
                Agenda Item No. 4 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the purchase of an accessible voting system that allows persons with disabilities the ability to cast a private and independently verifiable vote in compliance with Section 101.56062 Florida Statutes.  

               Glenda B. Williams, Supervisor of Elections, gave her report on the State mandated voting machines for disabled voters.  Mrs. Williams stated that this equipment would allow blind and hearing impaired citizens to vote independently.  She stated there would be one machine at each precinct.  She advised the State has given Suwannee County $72,246.01 toward the purchase of these machines which totals $119,400.00.  She recommended the AutoMark system since it is made by the same company as the present machines and would be compatible with our current voting system.  
                Mrs. Williams suggested to the Board that they write Senator Bill Nelson to ask for more funding to help our County purchase the mandated equipment.  She also suggested waiting to the purchase the equipment with the hope of obtaining more funds.

              Mrs. Williams advised that the State is in the process of passing a bill that eliminates a second primary in elections.  This means there would be no more run-offs in the same political party. 
               Agenda Item No. 5 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider preliminary plat approval of Deerwood Commerce Centre.  

                Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, gave his report.  Mr. Meeks stated there are 13 commercial lots totaling 17.25 acres.   He stated there is a deceleration lane planned for traffic along US 129 and two access roads.

                Commissioner Udell expressed his concern about the proper planning of this whole area which could affect the aesthetics as well as environmental and traffic issues of the area.

                Discussion ensued including alleged plans to voluntarily annex into the City of Live Oak and their plat requirements.
              Chairman Maxwell stated he has a great deal of reservations about this preliminary plat and he could not approve it like it is.  

              Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier Surveyors, stated he needed some direction from the Board on what they would require on the preliminary plat. 

              The Chairman advised he should consider the Board’s expressed issues. 

              Commissioner Hatch moved to table this issue until next meeting and give Mr. Wooley, County Coordinator, time to compile the list of the Board’s issues on this preliminary plat for Deerwood Commerce Centre.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

              At 10:15 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed the meeting for a break.

              At 10:34 a.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.

              At 10:34 a.m. Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No. 7, which was at 10:30 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, a presentation concerning the funding of the new drug court.  

William R. Slaughter, II, County Judge, stated that Drug Court had been formed a year ago with three divisions: adult, juvenile and family.  Judge Slaughter advised that 75-80% of all crimes are drug related.  He stated the vast majority of funding was through the Federal government and the Department of Corrections.  He stated that the cost per drug court participant is about $4,000 as compared to $28,000 to $35,000 for incarceration.  He stated that because of changes in Article V funding, the Clerk of Circuit Court is no longer able to assist with these funds.  As provided in Ordinance No. 2004-03, Judge Slaughter asked the Board to allow 25% of the $65 already imposed court fee be allowed to fund drug court operations and the $15 already imposed Alcohol and Drug Abuse Trust Fund fee used to pay the Clerk’s filing fees for drug testing, and for program incentives. 
Commissioner Udell moved to approve using 25% of the $65 drug court fee and the $15 Alcohol and Drug Abuse Trust Fund court fee to pay the described expenses for their involvement in Drug Court expenses with the understanding that funds are not being taken from other programs.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
             At 10:45 a.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 6 which was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider preliminary plat approval of Eagle’s Pointe Subdivision.  

             Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, gave his report.  Mr. Meeks advised that this subdivision contains 79 lots totaling 79.91 acres and is located off CR 49.  He stated that it will contain paved roads and that the developer will construct a deceleration lane for southbound traffic turning off CR 49.
              Commissioner Caruthers expressed concern about water drainage in this area and also about keeping homeowners driveways off CR 49.

              Tim Alcorn, Surveyor, stated that some of the lots could be lost due to water drainage after Suwannee River Water Management does their permitting.  Mr. Alcorn stated there will be a note on the final plat stating no driveways will be allowed on CR 49.  Also, developers are putting in infrastructure to accommodate future municipal utilities, in the event service becomes available.
               Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat for Eagle’s Pointe Subdivision.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

               At 10:58 a.m. Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No. 20 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was to Repeal Resolution Nos. 2005-17 and 2005-41 pertaining to denial of applications for a Special Permit for an essential service (300 foot telecommunications tower) filed by Excell Communications, authorized agent for Alltel Communications and Victor and Valerie Craig.  (SP-04-11-01 & SP 05-04-01)  

               Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised that Alltel had filed an appeal under Chapter 7 against the Board’s decision not to approve the Special Permit and the Board needed to rescind Resolution Nos. 2005-17 and 2005-41.
           Commissioner Caruthers advised that Agenda Item No. 21 should be heard before Agenda Item No. 20. 

            At 11:00 a.m. Chairman Maxwell moved to Agenda Item No. 21 which was to approve the Special Master’s recommendation in the Alltel versus Suwannee County case.  

            Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised there had been a hearing last week and a settlement had been reached between all parties involved and that he advised approving the Special Master’s  recommendation to permit tower.
             Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Special Master’s recommendation in the Alltel versus Suwannee County case to issue the Special Permit for the tower.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
             At 11:05 a.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 20.

             Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt a resolution to rescind Resolution Nos. 2005-17 and 2005-41 pertaining to denial of applications for a Special Permit for an essential service (300 foot telecommunications tower) filed by Excell Communications, authorized agent for Alltel Communications and Victor and Valerie Craig.  Chairman Maxwell passed the gavel to Commissioner Fowler and seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-48)
             Commissioner Udell moved to approve a Resolution for the Special Permit for an essential service (300 foot telecommunications tower) filed by Excell Communications, authorized agent for Alltel Communications and Victor and Valerie Craig.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (Resolution Pending-received 06-07-05, Numbered 2005-56)
             At 11:07 a.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 8 which was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any item this Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 22, Emergency Agenda Items.  There were no emergency agenda items to add.
             Agenda Item No. 9 was to approve the minutes of April 7, 2005 Land Development Regulations Workshop and April 19, 2005 regular Board meeting.

             Commissioner Fowler cited one correction in the first sentence on page 2 of the April 7, 2005 Land Development Regulations Workshop which should have been “Section” and not “S3ction”.

             Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2005 Land Development Regulations Workshop with the cited correction and the April 19, 2005 regular Board meeting.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
             The Deputy Clerk made the cited correction to the minutes of the April 7, 2005 Land Development Regulations Workshop.

             Agenda Item No. 10 Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)   

             George Fuller stated that four trees had been taken down on his road by Suwannee Valley Electric and large chunks had been left in the road right-of-way.  Mr. Fuller stated that someone from the County should call and enforce that they not leave trash in the road right-of-way.
              Jim Ward stated he had a question for Mr. Airth, County Attorney.  Mr. Ward stated he would like to know if “we” was the appropriate term for the Board to use when referring to individuals on prior Boards.  He stated they were sworn in to uphold the law no matter when the decision occurred. 

 Agenda Item No. 11 was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report.  There was no report.

Agenda Item No. 12 was for Staff Reports.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that a second public hearing on the CDBG Grant would be held on May 16, 2005. 
Mr. Wooley stated that the fiscal restraint bill was held up now in the Senate Ways and Means Committee and encouraged the Board to make contact with legislators to get it to the Senate floor.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated he had been contacted by “OMI” (the City of Live Oak’s utility management company) to see if the County was interested in county-wide mosquito control.  Mr. Sikes stated this program was to place treatment in stagnant ponds for mosquito larvae control.  

Commissioner Caruthers stated he would like to hear a presentation of OMI’s plan to  accomplish this.

Mr. Sikes stated he would contact them again and suggest they make a presentation to the Board..

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had no report.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing further to report.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, had provided a written report.

Agenda Item No. 13 was for recommendation for possible Board action for land leases at the Suwannee County Airport.

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated that one of his main concerns was that if the Board had a land lease with an undesirable tenant, it is hard to get rid of them.  Mr. Robinson stated the lease agreement would have to be very specific.
Commissioner Hatch stated in his opinion the Airport was young and that land leasing was premature at this time.

After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to gather more information and talk about it at a later meeting. 
Agenda Item No. 14 was to adopt a resolution accepting the following roads in Old Sugar Mill Farms Subdivision for maintenance by the County:  the first 1,840 feet of 98th Street, 135th Lane, 96th Trail, 135th Drive, and 94th Trail.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, presented the Resolution.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Resolution accepting the aforementioned roads in Old Sugar Mill Farms Subdivision for maintenance by the County.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-47)
Agenda Item No. 15 was regarding the list of tax certificates owned by Suwannee County that are more than two years old and have not been redeemed:

a) receive recommendations as to specifically which tax certificates the Board intends for the Clerk’s Office to apply for tax deeds

b) approval for Clerk’s Office to apply for tax deeds on specified  tax certificates.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that the properties circled on the printouts were the ones chosen to apply for tax deeds.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve item (a) which is the recommendation of

properties the Board intends for the Clerk’s Office to apply for tax deeds.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve item (b) which is for approval for the Clerk’s Office to apply for tax deeds on specified tax certificates.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 was to receive recommendations concerning funding the Meridian Behavorial Healthcare. 


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, apologized to Ms. Strayer as the audit report she presented to the Board at the last meeting was misplaced and he had not been ale to review it.  Mr. Wooley stated the County furnishes space and utilities.  He stated he would look at the square feet of donated space and based on what the State allows per square foot for office space, have some numbers for the Board at the next meeting.  He suggested the cost figures for the space are outdated and undervalued.

Agenda Item No. 17 was to request approval of Levels 1-3 on the Salary Schedule due to increase in Florida’s minimum wage law effective May 2, 2005.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, presented the new rates for Levels 1-3 support staff positions.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the new rates for Levels 1-3 on the Salary Schedule.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 18 was for approval to submit an application for a Historical Preservation Grant to refurbish the Train Depot.


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, presented the application.  

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve submitting an application for a Historical Preservation Grant to refurbish the Train Depot.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 19 was for approving the dedication of last $15.00 fire assessment.
Commissioner Ivie Fowler, Fire Committee Member, stated that the $15.00 per household increase in fire assessment in rural areas was intended to be for the volunteer fire department to use for equipment replacement.  He stated that about six weeks ago it was the consensus of the Board for the volunteer fire departments to receive these funds and add a line item in the budget for this.  Commissioner Fowler stated that this was never made into a motion.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the volunteer fire departments receiving these added revenues from the $15.00 added assessments for the rural areas passed in 2003 and add line items to the 2210 fire budget for reserve to volunteer fire departments for replacement equipment and transfer these funds to them after they have been verified and the Board holds a public hearing for a budget amendment.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Items 20 and 21 were discussed previously.  

Agenda Item 22 was to hear emergency agenda items.  There were none to hear.
Agenda Item No. 23 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Hatch stated he was concerned about revising travel reimbursement for County employees. He stated that Commissioner Fowler had discovered that according to Senate Bill 1426 and Florida Statute 112.061 Section 14 that the Board could set travel reimbursement rates by a making resolution or an ordinance to that effect.  Commissioner Hatch stated he planned to put this on the agenda for the next Board meeting.  
Commissioner Udell stated these new subdivisions need to have available underground utility hookups to prevent exposed wires from detracting from the property.

Chairman Maxwell stated the Board members need to give their ideas to Mr. Wooley on what they would like to see on future subdivision plats.  He stated the Board can require conditions that are additional to what is specified in the LDR’s.

Chairman Maxwell stated there is still an issue with the easement granted Chris Howard and Welborn Springs Investments, LLC for the property on CR 137.  He stated he will discuss this with Mr. Airth, County Attorney, and bring the issue up at the next Board meeting. 

Commissioner Fowler moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 12:20 p.m.

WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








BILLY MAXWELL, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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