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April 7, 2005

Suwannee County Library

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a reconvened workshop that was recessed on March 9, 2005, on Land Development Regulations (LDRs), and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk. John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, and Mr. Scott Koons of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council (RPC) were also present.
Commissioner Douglas Udell and Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, were NOT present.  
Chairman Maxwell called the workshop to order at 9:00 a.m. and led the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Mr. Wooley addressed the LDR handout provided to the Board.  He discussed Section 5.41.2-B, regarding subdivisions and Public Safety Response Concurrency.  He advised that the stated response times were unrealistic and cannot be met with current service levels.  The consensus of the Board was that if the response times are not a requirement of the LDR, they should be removed.  Mr. Wooley concurred but emphasized that if rural sprawl development is allowed to continue as it is; the demand for these emergency services will continue to increase.

Mr. Wooley then addressed Section 5.41 as it relates to subdivision entrances and roads.  He noted entrances should be required to meet recognized safety standards.  The Board agreed with the entrance requirements meeting recognized safety standards.

Mr. Wooley further suggested the Board may wish to consider requiring all subdivision roads be paved and require those roads to connect to existing paved roads or the connecting dirt roads must me paved to the nearest existing paved road.  Discussion ensued focused primarily on the requirement to pave connecting dirt roads and who would bear the cost.  At 10:05 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

At 10:16 a.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the LDR workshop.

Discussion continued regarding Section 5.41 and connector road paving no consensus was reached.

Mr. Wooley Addressed Section 6.1.1 dealing with Prime Ground Water Recharge Areas.  Mr. Wooley noted that this is not limited to county boundaries and the issue needs study and research by the Regional Planning Council and Suwannee River Water Management District.  He suggested as it is a multi-county regional issue, the State should provide funding.

Mr. Wooley addressed Article 8, dealing with flood damage regulations.  Flood zones, flood ways, and flood planes were discussed by Mr. Ron Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director.
Section 8.7 regarding unnumbered “A” Zones, regarding flood zones, was described and discussed.  Section 8.9 regarding required flood elevations, fill in prohibitions, and zero rise from fill in operations was discussed.

At 11:45 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

At 12:00 p.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the LDR workshop.

Mr. Wooley advised he wished to divert from the agenda and address Airports and development in such proximity to Airports.  He pointed out that State Law and the LDRs were not in concert in some areas.

He noted that two developers have property in close proximity to the Suwannee County Airport and have tentative plans to develop the properties.  He advised one such development was being planned an Air Park.  This would not likely result in noise complaints due to the persons who typically inhabit Air Parks.  He noted however, some future growth needs for the Airport may conflict with some other tentatively planned development.  He pointed out the Regional Planning Council needs to be given the direction and tools to help deal with development and airports.

Mr. Wooley addressed another issue with some current subdivisions that have sold some of the property on a meets and bounds basis prior to the subdivision receiving a final plat and that part of the preliminary platted property will not exist as part of the final plat as it is now not part of the subdivision under the same ownership.

Mr. Wooley addressed obtaining a time frame for completing the LDR changes and noted there are limited time frame windows of opportunity to apply for amendment of the Comp Plan.

Mr. Scott Koons advised he expected it to take 60-90 days to rewrite the LDRs and another 45 days to conduct required public hearings.  The Board consensus was to proceed with all haste in getting the changes completed.

Ms. Barbara Brown, Code Enforcement Officer advised there have been some major changes regarding mobile home classifications and wind load requirements that prohibits any Class I mobile home from being set up anywhere in the State of Florida.  She advised this basically covers any mobile home built prior to 1976, and some mobile homes being manufactured out of state.
Mr. Wooley asked the Board to consider how it plans to change the Comp Plan to expand the Urban Area and when. He asked they consider soon so the Regional Planning Council can proceed with seeking amendments.

At 1:10 p.m. Chairman Maxwell adjourned the LDR workshop. He advised future workshops may be scheduled and advertised at some later date.
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