PAGE  
Book 42, Page 53
April 5, 2005

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Dean Papapetrou, Mike Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Caruthers led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No.1 was to approve payment of invoices.
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	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  04/05/05
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               806,095.50 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPITAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               518,415.25 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                   3,997.63 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 46,342.66 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 40,452.62 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 12,563.68 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                   7,402.84 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               710,080.45 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $               106,542.52 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 70,773.14 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 14,522.75 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               131,475.14 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               127,709.23 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                   2,200.50 

	
	 BATCHES 05/0399-0445

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,598,573.91 


   Agenda Item No. 2 was to adopt a “Local Sources First” water policy.

             Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the Release of Lien for Chad A. Cantella, SHIP client.
             Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 338978 in the amount of $20,540.00 to Earth Tech Consulting, Inc. for work at Airport.
             Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve payment of the Pay Application No. 3 in the amount of $7,033.60 to Florida Industrial Electric for work at the Airport.

             Commissioner Fowler moved to approve consent agenda items 1-5.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
Agenda Item No. 6 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of proclamation recognizing the month of April 2005 as Child Abuse Prevention Month.  

Jenny Lyons, Executive Director-Vivid Visions, advised that there are many reported child abuse/sexual abuse cases in Suwannee County, and also many unreported ones.   Ms. Lyons stated that she had brought some child abuse prevention brochures, lapel pins, and writing pens for each of the Commissioners.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the proclamation recognizing the month of April 2005 as Child Abuse Prevention Month.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 7 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss designating certain properties owned by Carol B. Martin as a Brownfield Area.  

Tammy Ray, Eutaw Utilities, advised this is the property owned by Badcock and is being purchased by Carol Martin.  Ms. Ray is asking the Board to designate this property a “Brownfield Area” and make a resolution to this affect. 
Ms. Ray stated the area was contaminated from diesel tanks leaking in the past. She also stated this is referring strictly to the 35-acre tract Mrs. Martin is purchasing and does not affect any surrounding area.  Ms. Ray stated declaring this property a “Brownfield Area” would allow for rehabilitation of the site through Florida Statutes.  She stated that DEP has a remedial plan to remove the contamination and that Badcock is, and will continue to be, the liable party.
Commissioner Hatch stated he would like a copy of the Remedial Action Plan (RAP) for the Commissioners to review before voting on this at a later date.

Ms. Ray advised the RAP is voluminous and highly technical, but she would get the relevant information for the Board to consider.
Agenda Item No. 8 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of renewal of the franchise agreement with LB Cable, LLC.  (Tabled during March 15, 2005 meeting.)  

Allen Braddy, LB Cable, LLC, advised payment had been made through the State but he had no proof of payment.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the renewal of the franchise agreement with LB Cable, LLC contingent upon provision of past proof of payments to the County within 30 days.   Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 9 was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss using an independent agency to help the County shop for health insurance.  

Tim Owen, President – Owen and Associates Insurance Services, advised his company would like to assist the County in finding the best insurance plan for the employees by being an agent of record representing the County.  He stated his company had helped rural counties obtain better health insurance plans at a lower rate by combining several government entities, thereby increasing the number of employees participating, and making it more attractive to other competitive insurance carriers.  

At 9:30 a.m. Chairman Maxwell excused Commissioner Udell from the meeting for an emergency.

At 9:32 a.m. Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting.

After some discussion, Mr. Owen asked the Board if he could meet with their insurance committee to discuss this further.

Chairman Maxwell advised Mr. Owen to contact the Insurance Committee and set up a meeting with them.
Agenda Item No. 10 was at 9:00 A. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider donating to the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) a triangular-shaped parcel of land containing 376 square feet located at the intersection of US 90 and CR 137 for the installation of a pole for a flashing beacon, adopting a resolution and the approval for the Chairman to execute a deed and closing documents.  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, presented the information for FDOT.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve donating to FDOT the triangular-shaped parcel of land containing 376 square feet located at the intersection of US 90 and CR 137 for the installation of a pole for a flashing beacon, and the adoption of a resolution authorizing Chairman Maxwell to execute a deed and closing documents.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   
Agenda Item No. 11, was at 9:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss dedicating additional right-of-way on 197th Road to Suwannee County.  

Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, Inc., Land Surveyors, representing Horizon Group, advised that the Group would like to deed this piece of property to the County.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised that once a piece of land becomes county property it would eventually require county maintenance.

Commissioner Caruthers advised the County already grades part of this road and this would be an additional 241 feet which is not graded now.  Commissioner Caruthers advised more information was needed and suggested placing it back on the agenda at a future meeting.

Commissioner Udell moved to table the issue until more information could be gathered.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 10:30 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

At 10:42 a.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting. 

Agenda Item No. 12 was at 10:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for a tenant for a new, large hangar at the Airport.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2005-03). 

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, advised there were three bids received.  Mr. Robinson opened the bids and the results were as follows:

1.
Fessler Aviation

$ 900/month

2.
Reed Paget


$ 851/month

3.
Herbert Ledford

$ 711/month

Mr. Robinson advised these bids would be sent to the Bid Review Committee and the results presented to the Board for approval.
Agenda Item No. 13, was at 10:00 a. m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for waste tire removal from the Suwannee County Landfill.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2005-04).

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised there was only one bid received.  Mr. Sikes opened the bid and the following was the result:   Greenman Technologies furnished a bid of $89.50/ton.  Mr. Sikes advised this bid would be sent to the Bid Review Committee and the result presented to the Board for approval. 

Agenda Item No. 14, was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the purchase of front loading containers for the Public Works Department.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2005-05). 

 T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised there was only one bid received.  Mr. Sikes opened the bid and the following was the result:  Lewis Steel Works for a total of $29,422.00 for 2 eight-yard, 25 six-yard, and 16 four-yard containers.  Mr. Sikes advised this bid would be sent to the Bid Review Committee and the result presented to the Board for approval.

Agenda Item No. 15, was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the hauling of lime rock and fill material.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2005-06).  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised there were two bids received.  Mr. Sikes opened the bids and the following were the results:

1.
Sammy R. Davis Trucking

$ 6.50/ton 

Hourly rate  



$55/hour

2.
Beaver Bulk, Inc.


$140,000.00 lump sum


Hourly rate 



$45/hour

Mr. Sikes advised the lump sum figure from Beaver Bulk can be divided out to obtain a per ton price as the bid specs did provide the total tonnage to be hauled.  He advised these bids would be sent to the Bid Review Committee and the results presented to the Board for approval.

GENERAL BUSINESS
Agenda Item No. 16 was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any item this Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 32, Emergency Agenda Items.

There was one emergency agenda item to be added. It was to adopt a resolution endorsing Commissioner Randy Hatch’s candidacy for Second Vice President of the Florida Association of Counties at the Association’s annual meeting in Tampa during June 2005.
Commissioner Udell moved to add the aforementioned item to the emergency agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 17 was to approve the minutes of March 9, 2005 Land Development Regulations Workshop, March 15, 2005 regular Board meeting, and March 17, 2005 No-Thru Truck Zones Workshop.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the minutes aforementioned as written.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 18 was Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

Tim Alcorn, President – Suwannee County Fair Board, expressed his sincere thanks to Jerry Sikes and L.T. Thomas of the Public Works Department for their help in obtaining sand and hay to fill in the wet, muddy areas of the Fair Grounds during the Suwannee County Fair the week of March 14-20, 2005.  Mr. Alcorn also stated his appreciation to everyone who assisted with the Fair and the dedication of those involved.
Chairman Maxwell thanked Mr. Alcorn for all of his dedication and hard work with the Fair each year and all that is entailed for this community effort to be a success. 

Reed Paget, Paget Aviation, expressed his dissatisfaction with the way the bid proposals for the large Airport hangar were handled.  He stated he had done his homework and was prepared and had the high bid the first time bid proposals were advertised.  Mr. Paget stated that because of the so-called mix-up on the advertisement for proposals and the re-bid process, he felt he had been treated very unfairly.  Mr. Paget stated that he thought the whole process was poorly handled and that he would be protesting the bid.
Agenda Item No. 19 was for a Representative from the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report.  There was nothing to report.

Agenda Item No. 20 was Staff Reports.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had nothing to report.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.

John D Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had submitted a written report.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, had submitted a written report.  Mr. Scott stated that they do background checks and FDLE does sexual predator checks on the coaches they hire.  No one is allowed to coach if they have had a felony conviction.

Mr. Scott thanked the Board for attending the grand re-opening of Royal Springs on March 15, 2005.  The boat ramp is now closed due to high water and unsafe conditions.

Mr. Scott advised that due to rising water from all of the rain, it is best to call the Recreation Department or check the website for conditions of the rivers for fishing, etc.  He stated that Little River Springs is now closed because there is no good access due to the water height.

Agenda Item No. 21 was to consider the preliminary plat approval of Old Sugar Mill Farms, Phase 5 Subdivision.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, advised this subdivision contains approximately 34.36 acres consisting of 34 lots and will require new internal paved road.

Commissioner Caruthers expressed concern over congestion on SR 51 turning into this subdivision.  He stated he felt the developer should research adding a turn lane on SR 51 turning into the subdivision.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the preliminary plat of Old Sugar Mill Farms Phase 5 Subdivision.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 22 was to consider preliminary plat approval of Hines Place Phase III Subdivision.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, gave his report.  Mr. Meeks stated this subdivision will require paved roads which will extend from paved roads already in existence in other phases of this subdivision. 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat of Hines Place Phase III Subdivision subject to other prior phases being approved for final plat.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 23 was to receive recommendation, with possible Board action, as to awarding of bid for paving of 284th Street, 39th Drive, 280th Street, 43rd Road and 37th Road in Three Rivers Estates.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2005-02 – Bids were opened on March 15, 2005.)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated that of the two bids received, Anderson Columbia was the lowest.  Mr. Sikes also advised there was an error in the bid from Anderson Columbia which was caught by Ms. Betty Carver in the Bid Review Committee meeting.  Mr. Sikes stated this error was in the yellow striping quote and not a big issue but will reduce Anderson Columbia’s already low bid by a little over $4,000.00.  He has spoken with Anderson Columbia and they are aware of the error.  Discussion ensued.

Commissioner Hatch moved to award the bid for paving 284th Street, 39th Drive, 280th Street, 43rd Road, and 37th Road in Three Rivers Estates to Anderson Columbia.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 24 was to discuss, with possible Board action, two candidate projects for the Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP) for funding in Fiscal Year 2006-2007.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised that a list of projects needs to be made, prioritized and discussed at the next Board meeting. The deadline for submitting projects is May 1. 
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the City of Live Oak is also eligible for the SCRAP funding and they do have one project to submit.

Commissioner Hatch stated he would get his list of projects to Mr. Sikes as soon as possible.

Agenda Item No. 25 was to approve the agreement for Arthur J. Gyles to lease Hangar No. 4-A at the Airport.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, presented the lease to the Board.  
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the lease agreement with Arthur J. Gyles for Hangar No. 4-A at the Airport.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously

Agenda Item No. 26 was to approve the Supplemental Agreement No. 04-01 with Earth Tech, Inc., d/b/a Earth Tech Consulting, Inc. for construction drawings, specifications, cost estimates, engineer’s report, bidding services, and construction engineering and shop drawing review for Runway 7/25 Rehabilitation.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, presented the agreement.  
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Supplemental Agreement No. 04-01 with Earth Tech, Inc., d/b/a Earth Tech Consulting, Inc. for construction drawings, specifications, cost estimates, engineer’s report, bidding services, construction engineering, and shop drawing review for Runway 7/25 Rehabilitation.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 27 was to adopt a resolution adopting the amended and updated Suwannee County Local Mitigation Strategy.  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

Chairman Maxwell advised this item had been pulled off the agenda.

Agenda Item No 28 was to accept the Award Letter for additional funds in the Emergency Management Planning Agency (EMPA) Base Grant Agreement.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised these additional funds from the EMPA Grant would amount to $117,238.00.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept the Award Letter for additional funds in the EMPA Base Grant Agreement.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 29 was to request the Division of Forestry to sublease the Rocky Hill Tower site, consisting of 10.12 acres, to the County.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated this property is located at CR 49 and SR 252.  Mr. Wooley advised the Division of Forestry could not donate the property but could sublease it to the County for $300/year which is the amount the Division of Forestry pays the Division of State Lands for their annual lease.  Mr. Wooley stated the property would be a good fire or EMS substation site in the future.  He stated that he had asked about the County purchasing the property but he felt the selling price of around $70,000 was too high.
Chairman Maxwell stated that with the price of land skyrocketing like it has in the past year, plans need to be made now for the future.  He suggested to Mr. Wooley that he negotiate a price for the County to purchase the land at least after this year’s lease was up.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the sublease of $300/year for the Rocky Hill Tower site, consisting of 10.12 acres, with the Division of Forestry and to allow Mr. Wooley to negotiate for the County on the possibility of purchasing this property after the lease is up. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 30 was to authorize the County Attorney and County Coordinator to attend a mediation on May 10, 2005 in Jacksonville regarding Diamond D litigation.  

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised this is the mediation with the group that wanted to promote a rap concert in Suwannee County and had filed a class action suit against the County.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to authorize the County Attorney and the County Coordinator to represent the County in the mediation on May 10, 2005 in Jacksonville regarding Diamond D litigation.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 31 was to report the status of filing for an injunction for the removal of trees on property located adjacent to Mt. Olive Baptist Church Road off CR 417.  

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated that Chapters 60 and 283 provide for the safety and welfare of the citizens.  Mr. Airth stated the owner had been notified of the problem but did not respond.  Mr. Airth advised that in order to be reimbursed for the removal of the trees, the County must create and adopt an ordinance to such effect.
Mr. Airth was directed to obtain a court order for the County from the judge to allow the County to cut the trees down before someone gets hurt, and not to bother with reimbursement issues or ordinances.
Agenda Item No. 32 was Emergency Agenda Items.  

There was one emergency item to hear which was to adopt a resolution endorsing Commissioner Randy Hatch’s candidacy for Second Vice President of the Florida Association of Counties at the Association’s annual meeting in Tampa during June 2005.

Commissioner Udell read the resolution in its entirety.

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt the aforementioned resolution.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 33 was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Caruthers stated it was time to take the annual picture of the Board members and this would be done at the next Board meeting.

At 11:55 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed the meeting.

At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS (continued)

Agenda Item No. 34, was at 5:05 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider the approval of Special Permit Request No. SP-05-04-01 by Excell Communications, Inc., on behalf of Alltel Communications, Inc., agent for Victor L. & Valerie Craig, for an essential service 300 foot guyed-wire telecommunication tower and associated equipment on property zoned Agriculture-1.  (This is a rehearing of SP-04-11-01.) 

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reminded the Board this is a rehearing but is to be treated as an issue that has not been heard before. 

Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, was sworn in at 5:06 by Mr. Airth, County Attorney.  Mr. Meeks gave his report.  

Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Meeks if the hearing had been advertised properly, a sign posted on the property, and adjacent property owners notified.

Mr. Meeks stated that all of the aforementioned issues had been done.

Laura B. Belflower, Attorney At Law representing Mr. Craig and Alltel Communications, was sworn in at 5:13 p.m.  Ms. Belflower stated she had a full presentation which would take about an hour or a written Statement of Compliance addressing Section 14.11 and Section 14.6.1.1.1 that she could present.

Chairman Maxwell stated she would need to go through the whole presentation.     


Ms. Bellflower stated she had over thirteen years of experience in land use with extensive experience in telecommunications including the ordinance and zoning process.

John Hankins, Senior Engineer for Florida – Alltel, was sworn in at 5:18 p.m.  Mr. Hankins presented aerial maps of the location of the proposed tower and these were entered as evidence. 


Ms. Belflower stated this site meets all of the criteria. She stated there would be more than a 500 foot setback from any existing residence, the collapse zone is 150 feet and it collapses within itself like an accordian, and it would be 300 feet from any property line.  She stated that Alltel would allow the County to co-locate their equipment on the tower.

At 6:26 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.


At 6:35 p.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened.


Ms. Belflower presented several letters and conversations with citizens and real estate companies in the area as evidence against the devaluation of property surrounding the tower.  She stated the application meets all the code requirements and addressed each LDR requirement. 

Commissioner Udell stated this application meets all of the criteria particular to this situation and the Board needs to make a decision.

At 6:50 p.m. Chairman Maxwell opened the public hearing.

Jimmy Hingson, Jane Hingson, and Adell Ross were sworn in by Mr. Airth, County Attorney.   
Mr. Hingson stated that he was a neighboring property owner and he opposed the tower because it would obstruct his view from the back porch of his house, and the lights and the noise would bother him.   

Ms. Ross stated that she was a neighboring property owner.  She had lived on her property for 65 years and she did not want this tower anywhere near her house.  

Mrs. Hingson stated that she enjoyed her backyard view and watching the wildlife, and that the tower would affect her quality of life.

At 7:10 p.m. Joe Boyles was sworn in by Mr. Airth, County Attorney.  

Mr. Boyles, Boyles Tree Farm, has property south and west of the proposed site. Mr. Boyles stated that a tower was needed in the area and that he was contacted back in the fall about a variance on his property for a tower but has not been contacted again.

At 7:20 p.m. Victor Craig was sworn in by Mr. Airth, County Attorney.  

Mr. Craig stated that his property meets and exceeds all the requirements for the application for a special permit.  He stated that neighboring property owners other than Ms. Ross and the Hingsons were contacted and they had not objected to the tower.  Mr. Craig presented pictures of the Hingson’s house and a television antenna tower that is already behind it and these pictures were submitted as evidence. 

At 7:40 p.m. Jim Ward was sworn in by Mr. Airth, County Attorney.

Mr. Ward stated that he felt like the feelings of the surrounding property owners should be taken into consideration.

Commissioner Udell stated that Section 14.11 had been addressed by the attorney, Ms. Belflower, and everything was in compliance.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the Board should consider only information brought before the Board tonight and had to perform a quasi-judicial function and consider the evidence and testimony in conformity with the LDR requirements.
Ms. Belflower stated she would like to address some of the concerns in a rebuttle.  She stated there would be no noise except for the air conditioning unit in the control room; the lights are not a problem as they are high and are pointed horizontally with a focused beam and not vertical; if it were to fall the tower would collapse within 150 feet like an accordion; the tower is located about one quarter of a mile from the Hingson or Ross residences; no adverse affect on surrounding property values; and the application meets all of the requirements on Section 14.11 and 14.6.1.1.

At 8:05 p.m. Chairman Maxwell closed the public hearing. 
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Special Permit Request No. SP-05-04-01 by 
Excell Communications, Inc., on behalf of Alltel Communications Inc., agent for Victor L &
Valerie Craig, for an essential service 300 foot guyed-wire telecommunications tower and 
associated equipment on property zoned Ag-1.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion 
failed 2-3 with Chairman Maxwell, Commissioner Caruthers and Commissioner Fowler objecting.   
Commissioner Fowler moved to deny the approval of the aforementioned Special Permit Request No. SP-05-04-01 based on #5 and #9 of (h) under Section 14.6.1.1 of the LDRs.   Commissioner Caruthers seconded based on #9 of (h) under Section 14.6.1.1 of the LDRs and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Hatch and Commissioner Udell against.
At 8:25 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break

At 8:35 p.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.
Agenda Item No. 35 was to at 7:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing to consider applying to the Florida Department of Community Affairs (DCA) for a Small Cities Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) of up to $750,000.00.  
Kimberly Daniels, Jordan & Associates, gave her report.  Ms. Daniels stated that 51% of these funds must help low to moderate income citizens. She stated that the public hearing is for the citizens’ input into what they consider priority needs.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that SHIP funds are administered through the Suwannee River Economic Council and the CDBG funds will be handled through the County but questioned how the funds are administered.

Ms. Daniels stated that she would coordinate with the agency that has the SHIP funds and assist with administering the CDBG funds under the direction of the Board.

At 8:50 p.m. Chairman Maxwell opened the public hearing.

Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, stated SHIP loan assistance program targets low to moderate income citizens and the SHIP emergency rehabilitation program targets very low income citizens.  Mr. Tyson stated that careful consideration should be taken pledging SHIP funds as the target groups may be so vastly different that SHIP funds may not be suitable for matching fund requirements.
At 8:53 p.m. Chairman Maxwell closed the public hearing.

At 8:54 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed the meeting to conduct a Fair Housing Workshop.


Ms. Daniels conducted the workshop.  She stated that Suwannee County prohibits any kind of discrimination and promotes fair housing.  She stated that if anyone experiences discrimination they should contact their county commissioner.  Ms. Daniels has some information brochures available to the citizens and will leave them at the County Office.  She will ask Elaine Robinson to post the information on the county bulletin board. 

At 8:57 p.m. the Fair Housing Workshop was closed.


At 8:58 Chairman Maxwell reconvened the regular meeting.

Agenda Item No. 36 was at 7:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance granting economic development ad valorem property tax exemption to Gold Kist Inc. under chapter 196.1995 Florida Statutes and setting the percentage and time of exemption.  

Gerald Driggers, Gold Kist, Inc., stated that Gold Kist was asking for a 100% tax abatement for 10 years for their new plant expansion offering 85 – 170 new jobs. 
Commissioner Caruthers asked if Gold Kist could provide evidence of complying with the terms of the abatement.  Mr. John Singletary, Gold Kist, Inc. stated they could provide this information. 

 Discussion ensued regarding percentage of abatement and number of year to allow.

At 9:35 p.m. Chairman Maxwell opened the floor for a public hearing.

Jim Ward stated that no numbers or dollar figures had been presented.  The County tax is at 10 mils now and the County cannot afford to give tax abatement.
Donald Robinson stated that he was in favor of tax abatement for Gold Kist because the County needs additional employment for the citizens. Gold Kist is the largest employer in Suwannee County and this expansion would bring 85 new jobs into the county with the potential of 170 total additional jobs.
Dennis Cason, Executive Director – Chamber of Commerce, stated that new businesses considering locating in Suwannee County are looking for tax abatement assistance and this is an incentive for them to come here.  Mr. Cason stated that Gold Kist has been in 
Suwannee County for 38 years and we need to help them stay here, increasing job opportunities for our County, and enjoying the overall economic impact of expanded payrolls.
At 9:44 p.m. Chairman Maxwell closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to give Gold Kist 75% tax abatement for 10 years.  The motion died because of no second.

Gerald Driggers, Gold Kist, Inc., advised that he felt the percentage should be higher.  Discussion ensued.

Commissioner Hatch moved to give Gold Kist 85% tax abatement for 10 years. Commissioner Udell seconded.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to amend the motion to 75% tax abatement for 10 years. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 3 – 2 with Commissioner Hatch and Commissioner Udell opposed.
Chairman Maxwell called for a vote on the original motion as amended and it carried 4 – 1 with Commissioner Udell opposed. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt Ordinance No. 2005-03 giving Gold Kist tax abatement of 75% for 10 years terminating on December 31, 2016.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Udell against.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
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