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March 17, 2005

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


1:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a workshop and the following were present:  Chairman Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerk.  County Attorney Hal A. Airth was not present.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss a proposed no-thru trucks ordinance.

Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m. and asked Commissioner Caruthers to discuss the proposed ordinance.


Commissioner Caruthers submitted a copy of the proposed ordinance and discussed it in some detail.  He stated that there had been some changes since the last time the issue was discussed in 2003.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that the Sheriff was willing and able to enforce the proposed ordinance if it was enacted by the County.


Chairman Maxwell discussed some roads in his district that were being destroyed by heavy truck traffic in order to save a mile or two of travel time.


Commissioner Caruthers stated that all County roads, except those expressly stated in the ordinance, would be off limits to truck traffic, if they had the proper signage posted.


Commissioner Hatch discussed several definitions within the proposed ordinance that needed to be addressed or expounded upon.  He also stated that he would rather see the ordinance specifically state which roads would be off-limits, not make the entire County off-limits except for those mentioned.

Commissioner Udell stated that he would like to see an ordinance on no-thru truck zones, but realized that there must be the ability to easily modify the ordinance if the need arose.


Discussion ensued on how to determine which roads would be off-limits to heavy truck traffic.  Discussion also ensued of bringing occasional loaded trucks home.

Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, thought that a fully loaded tractor-trailer caused as much damage as 20,000 car trips.


Discussion ensued about the fact that just because a road was paved did not mean that the road was built to carry heavy truck traffic.

Commissioner Hatch asked if the State had any restrictions on how a road was used, especially if the road was built using State money, even if it was a County road.  Commissioner Caruthers responded that he would ask Mr. Airth.

Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 1:35 p.m.

Discussion ensued on the problems with weight restrictions and enforcement.


Mr. Sikes stated that to his knowledge, only the new Bypass Road north of Live Oak and CR 136 (presently being reconstructed), are designed to hold heavy truck traffic.  He added that it would be necessary to sacrifice some roads in order to appease the truck users.  Mr. Sikes then presented a diagram showing possible truck routes through Suwannee County.  He suggested that small cut-through roads within Suwannee County should be off-limits.

Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 1:40 p.m.


Discussion continued on enforcement of the proposed ordinance and fines associated with it.  It was reiterated that the Sheriff would enforce the ordinance upon its adoption.

Commissioner Caruthers discussed the problems with merely setting weight limits on roads.


Discussion continued on changes to the proposed ordinance, including changes to the ordinance such as typographical errors.  It was noted that only the Board of County Commissioners, through the public hearing process, may change an ordinance.

Commissioner Caruthers reiterated the suggested changes so that he could discuss them with County Attorney Airth.  He then asked if another workshop was needed.

The Board agreed that it should look at the proposed ordinance after changes are made in a workshop setting before holding a public hearing.
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Maxwell adjourned the workshop at 2:13 p.m.
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