PAGE  
Book 42      Page 23
March 15, 2005

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Dean Papapetrou, Eric Musgrove, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Chairman Maxwell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No.1 was to approve payment of invoices.
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	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  03/15/05
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               652,336.93 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPITAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 46,197.17 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                            -   

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 18,599.05 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 50,953.68 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                       87.00 

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   9,697.79 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 16,500.00 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               630,494.57 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 57,808.41 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 18,671.98 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                   2,400.00 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 26,264.67 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 72,937.29 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                      509.20 

	
	 BATCHES 05/0357-0398

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,603,457.74 

	
	
	


             Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Partial Payment Estimate No. 3 in the amount of $436,352.39 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for C. R. 136 Roadway Improvements.  (C. R. 136 West D. O. T. Grant)

           Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the Recreation Department purchasing picnic tables, grills and trash receptacles on state contract for both Royals Springs and the Rotary Centennial Pavilion.  

Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve the Recreation Department purchasing a new Sand Rake on state contract, or purchasing a used model, and to approve purchasing a used truck.   

Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve a Release of Lien for Donald & Janna Jenkins, SHIP clients.

Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve a Release of Lien for Alice Carol Box, SHIP  client. 
Agenda Item No. 7 was to write letters of support to local and state representatives asking that funding be provided to keep USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, Resource Conservation and Development Council (RC&D Council) program moving forward.
Agenda Item No. 8 was to consider adoption of a resolution opposing HB0611 pertaining to Internet screening in public libraries.  

Agenda Item No. 9 was to approve a Solid Waste Disposal Agreement with PCS Phosphate.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Consent Agenda Items 1 through 9.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
Agenda Item No. 10, was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss new information pertaining to Shenandoah Dairy.  Sandy Killian expressed her concerns regarding Shenandoah Dairy possibly polluting the Suwannee River and the ground water in her area of the county which is the Rocky Sink area.  She distributed to the Board copies of excerpts from a book entitled “Cesspools of Shame” which contains studies of dairies with statistics of contamination.  Ms. Killian stated that DEP has not regulated dairies in the past but now is requiring them to obtain permits. She stated she understands that Shenandoah has recently applied for a permit through DEP.  Ms. Killian stated that she thinks Suwannee County did not allow for residential growth in rural areas and should be regulating the size of dairies in the County.
Commissioner Hatch advised that the County’s LDR’s were State-mandated and that the Board is now in the process of making changes in them.

Ed Henderson of Shenandoah Dairy stated that the dairy has not been cited by DEP.  The dairy is in the process of getting a permit from DEP and invited Ms. Killian to come and visit the dairy to see the whole process.  Mr. Henderson advised that the dairy now has test wells on it for water monitoring. 

Ms. Killian had a petition signed by area residents which she gave to the Board.
Agenda Item No. 11, was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the renewal of the franchise agreement with LB Cable, LLC.  
Allen Braddy, LB Cable, LLC, advised that the cable company would like to renew the franchise agreement. 
Commissioner Caruthers stated that the money comes to us through the state and he was not sure if the County had been paid.  He advised Mr. Braddy of LB Cable, LLC to send a copy of the state payment to the Board. 

Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised that some changes need to be made in the verbiage of the agreement.

Commissioner Hatch moved to table the issue until the next meeting giving LB Cable, LLC the opportunity to make changes to the verbiage and get the necessary documentation of payment.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
Agenda Item No. 12 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the adoption of a resolution relating to the support of economic development in the North Central Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern.  
Dennis Cason, Executive Director - Chamber of Commerce, read the proposed resolution in its entirety.  
Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a resolution relating to the support of economic development in the North Central Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern.  (Resolution No. ____________)   Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 13, was at 4:00 p.m.., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approving the Certification to the Florida Housing Finance Corporation and adoption of a resolution approving the Local Housing Assistance Plan.  
Matt Pearson, Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc., advised that because of increasing cost factors in building, the maximum sales price of a new home through the SHIP Local Housing Assistance Plan ousinhas been increased to $135,000 with the $11,000 assistance remaining the same. 

Commissioner Hatch requested that Mr. Pearson bring SHIP application packets to the County Offices for the Board to review. 

Commissioner Udell asked about assistance for repairs and if mobile homes were included.  Mr. Pearson advised that the maximum amount for repairs under the SHIP Program is $5,000 and that this is only for site built homes – no mobile homes.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Certification to the Florida Housing Finance Corporation and to adopt a resolution approving the Local Housing Assistance Plan. (Resolution No. ____________) 
Agenda Item No. 14, was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to receive information from WellFlorida Council.  
George Fuller, WellFlorida Council Board of Directors, gave a progress report.  Mr. Fuller advised that some of these health issues could affect our county budget.

Commissioner Hatch commended Mr. Fuller for a very concise report.

At 4:50 P.M., Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No. 24 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any item this Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 33.  
There was one emergency agenda item to be added. It was to hold a public hearing on Tuesday, April 5, 2005 at 7:00 P.M. to consider granting tax abatement for Gold Kist Expansion Project.  (Gerald Driggers, Gold Kist)
Commissioner Udell moved to add the aforementioned item to the agenda.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 25 was to approve the minutes of the Land Development Regulations Workshop held on February 24, 2005 and the regular meeting held on March 1, 2005.

Commissioner Hatch advised that on the bottom of page 27 in the minutes from the March 1, 2005 regular meeting, it should have read, “Commissioner Caruthers moved,” not “Commissioner Udell.”  Also, in the minutes from the LDR Workshop on page 2 toward the bottom, the word “nest” should be “next”; and on page 3 in the middle of the page, Commissioner Udell thought that the consensus was that under hardship the Board could grant special permission for Travel Trailers, Recreation Vehicles, and Park Models.  The meeting tape will be reviewed to clarify this.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the minutes from the March 1, 2005 regular meeting and the Land Development Regulations Workshop on February 24, 2005 with the noted corrections.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
The deputy clerk made the cited corrections. 

Agenda Item No. 26 was Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes.)

George Fuller discussed the wording in the LDRs of temporary living quarters while building a home. Mr. Fuller stated that maybe it should read travel trailer/motor home.  
Commissioner Udell advised the wording should be changed to a broader range which would include all types of temporary dwellings.

Agenda Item No. 27 was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court to present a report.  There was nothing to report.

At 5:05 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break. 
Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting at 5:20 p.m. 
Agenda Item No. 28 was Staff Reports.
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, apologized for a letter he had written to the City of Live Oak regarding storm water assessment.  The wording was misconstrued to suggest that the County did not want storm water assessment.  Mr. Wooley’s intent was to inform the City that what the County was opposed to was the method of collection.  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.
John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a written staff report.  Mr. Hales stated that tomorrow, March 16, 2005, was Library Legislative Day and that he had been asked to discuss on HB0611, the bill concerning internet filters which would allow the state to fine libraries for pornographic images that got through computer filters at the libraries.
Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated he had received a memo concerning Cablevision’s license to operate in the County.  Mr. Airth stated he was still researching the issue.  
Agenda Item 29, was to approve the language of Bid Solicitation No. 2005-03, Tenant for the New, Large Hangar at the Suwannee County Airport, and approval to advertise the same.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, presented the proposed Bid Solicitation.  
Commissioner Caruthers asked how the Board could determine if the tenants are meeting the requirements in the lease regarding the percentage of secondary business.

Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised that the lease itself could be more specific.
Commissioner Fowler stated that the primary business must be airport related and that the secondary business should not be so percentage-specific.  He asked that it be removed from the verbiage.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve Bid Solicitation No. 2005-03 subject to verbiage changes relating to percentage of secondary business.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 30 was to declare the following vehicles as surplus property:    1996

Ford Ambulance - 1993 Chevrolet Ambulance – Two 1995 Ford Crown Victorias.   
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that two of the vehicles were listed incorrectly.  Instead of two 1995 Ford Crown Victorias, there was one 1994 Ford Crown Victoria and one 1996 Ford Crown Victoria.  Mr. Wooley advised the vehicles were sold through the Sheriff’s auction on March 12, 2005. 
Hal Airth, County Attorney, indicated that according to Chapters 125 and 274 of the Florida Statutes, the vehicles are to be declared surplus property and then sold.  However, Mr. Airth stated the law did not prohibit the way this was done and that nothing was declared sold until the Board approves it.

Commissioner Udell moved to declare the above mentioned vehicles are surplus property.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 31 was to approve bids offered for the following vehicles at the Sheriff’s auction held on March 12, 2005, subject to Board approval: 1996 Ford Ambulance  - 1993 Chevrolet Ambulance - Two 1995 Ford Crown Victorias.  
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised that two of these vehicles were listed incorrectly.  Instead of two 1995 Ford Crown Victorias, there was one 1994 Ford Crown Victoria and one 1996 Ford Crown Victoria.  Mr. Wooley gave the auction results as follows:

1996 Ford Ambulance


$2,100


1993 Chevrolet Ambulance

$1,800


1994 Ford Crown Victoria

$1,600


1996 Ford Crown Victoria

$1,300

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the sale of the surplus vehicles.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 32 was to discuss, with possible Board action, fire assessments and the method of division of assessment between volunteer fire departments and the paid fire department.  
Commissioner Ivie F. Fowler, as a member of the Fire Committee, advised that he thought it was the intent of the previous Board to give the additional $15 per year assessment to the volunteer fire departments but was never officially approved by the Board.  Therefore, this money is in a reserve account with no line item expenditure in the budget to allow the volunteer fire departments access to this money.
Discussion ensued.  The consensus of the Board was that the Budget Office would do more research on the issue, hold a public hearing, and establish a new line item in the budget.
Agenda Item No. 33 was Emergency Agenda Items.  

There was one emergency item to hear which was a request for approval to advertise to hold a public hearing on Tuesday, April 5, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. to consider granting tax abatement for the Gold Kist Expansion Project.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve advertising to hold a public hearing on Tuesday, April 5, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. to consider granting tax abatement for Gold Kist Expansion Project.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 5:55 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a dinner break.
Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting a 7:00 p.m.
At 7:05 p.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 15 which was under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss with possible Board action, the placement in the Library of the book entitled “Mommy Laid an Egg”.
Jennifer Jernigan presented her objection to the book’s placement and stressed that this was not an issue of censorship but rather to have the book moved from juvenile non-fiction to a more appropriate section of the Library.  
Discussion ensured with several county residents expressing their thoughts and concerns both for and against leaving the book in its current location.
John D. Hales, Director of Libraries, complimented Mrs. Jernigan for her professionalism and understood her concerns.  He corrected some errors made during other people’s presentations.  Mr. Hales and the Library Review Committee are required by law to read and review books in their entirety.  The book in issue was read, reviewed, and placed in the appropriate juvenile non-fiction section.  Mr. Hales explained that the library was divided by reading level, not by age.
Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Hales what section he would move this book to if it were moved.  Mr. Hales replied that he would place the book in the adult parenting section.

Commissioner Udell moved to transfer the book “Mommy Laid an Egg” from the juvenile non-fiction section to the adult parenting section of the Library.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 8:15 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting at 8:25 p.m.
Agenda Item No 16, was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance providing for the disposition of surplus real property owned by the county and repealing Ordinance No. 2004-02. 

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised the ordinance has been cleaned up and rewritten.

At 8:26 p.m. Chairman Maxwell opened the pubic hearing.  Jim Ward expressed his concerns with the Ordinance.  Mr. Ward stated that the Ordinance was sloppy and needed more work as some of the issues were not addressed.  He stated that in Section 3 and Section 4 there were some issues.

At 8:38 p.m. Chairman Maxwell closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve Ordinance No. 2005-_____ subject to the verbiage correction of “by” to “through” in Section 3 (c) (2).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 17, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing to consider approval of Special Permit Request No. SP-05-03-01 by Wilbur E. Hand Sr. & Barbara A. Hand to build additional poultry houses as an intensive agricultural operation on property zoned Agriculture-1. 

Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, was sworn in by Mr. Airth, County Attorney.  Mr. Meeks gave his report.

At 8:41 p.m. Mr. Wilbur Hand was sworn in by Mr. Airth, County Attorney.  Mr. Hand stated that he plan to add four additional poultry houses to his existing operation.  Mr. Hand has spoken with adjoining neighbors and they have no objections to the additional four houses.
At 8:42 p.m. Chairman Maxwell opened the floor for a public hearing.  No one commented.  Chairman Maxwell closed the floor to public comment.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve Special Permit Request No. SP-05-03-01 by Wilbur E. Hand & Barbara A. Hand to build additional poultry houses as an intensive agricultural operation on property zoned Agriculture-1.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 18, was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider approval of Special Permit Request No. SP-05-03-02 by Wainwright Construction & Roofing, as agent for Humberto Alvarez, to build additional poultry houses as an intensive agricultural operation on property zoned Agriculture-1. 

Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, still under oath, gave his report.  Mr. Barney Wainwright, representing Mr. Alvarez, was a sworn in.  Mr. Wainwright stated that renovations are being done on two existing poultry houses and two additional houses are proposed. 

At 8:47 p.m. Chairman Maxwell opened the floor for a public hearing.  No one commented.  Chairman Maxwell closed the public hearing. 

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Special Permit Request No. SP-05-03-02 by Wainwright Construction & Roofing, as agent for Humberto Alvarez, for renovations on the two existing poultry houses and for building two additional houses.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 19, was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider approval of Special Permit Request No. SP-05-02-02 by Crafton Communications, Inc., as agent for Sidney J. Lord and Sidney J. Lord, Jr., for an essential service (330 foot guyed-wire telecommunications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned Agriculture-1.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, still under oath, gave his report.

Jeff Marshall, representing Nextel Communications, Sidney Lord and Sidney Lord, Jr., was sworn in by County Attorney Hal Airth.  Mr. Marshall advised the 330 foot guyed-wire telecommunications tower on the Lord’s property would hold multiple carriers.    

At 8:55 p.m. Chairman Maxwell opened the floor for public hearing.  No one commented.  Chairman Maxwell closed the public hearing.  

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Crafton Communications, Inc. 330 foot guyed-wire telecommunications tower and related equipment on the Lord’s property zoned Agriculture-1.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 20, was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for asphalt paving of 284th Street, 39th Drive, 280th Street , 43rd Road and 37th Road in Three Rivers Estates.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2005-02)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised that two bids were received,  Anderson Columbia and John C. Hipp Construction Equipment.  Mr. Sikes opened the bids and the results are as follows:

Anderson Columbia 

$435,361.52

Hipp Construction 

$469,620.70

Mr. Sikes stated that these bids would go to the Bid Review Committee for recommendation of bid award to the Board at the next Board Meeting.


GENERAL BUSINESS
Agenda Item No. 21 was to consider preliminary plat approval of the Hines Place Phase II Subdivision. 

 Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, gave his report.  There are 20 five acre lots with no stem lots.  This subdivision will require paved roads. It does not have access now but will through Hines Place Phase I Subdivision.
County Attorney Hal Airth advised that the preliminary plat does not have the street cross-section on it. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat of the Hines Place Phase II Subdivision subject to adding the street cross-section to the plat.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 22 was to consider preliminary plat approval of the Jackson Heights Subdivision.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, gave his report.  There are 15 five acre lots in this subdivision.  This subdivision will require paved roads.  Access will be from 129th Road.  This preliminary plat does not have street cross-section on it.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat of the Jackson Heights Subdivision subject to adding the street cross-section to the plat.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 23 was to consider preliminary plat approval of the Ridgewood Unit II Subdivision.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, gave his report.  This is a re-plat of lots 6 and 7 of Ridgewood Unit I equaling 3.62 acres.  The plat does not include an utility easement.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat of the Ridgewood Unit II Subdivision subject to the addition of a utility right-of-way.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

At 9:25 p.m. Chairman Maxwell then skipped to Agenda Item No. 34.

Agenda Item No. 34 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.  There were none.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 9:26 p.m.     
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








BILLY MAXWELL, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.
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