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February 15, 2005

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Dean Papapetrou, Eric Musgrove, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Fowler led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.   
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No.1 was to approve payment of invoices.
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	GENERAL FUND
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Agenda Item No. 2 was to adopt a resolution proclaiming the month of March 2005 as Mental Retardation Awareness Month in Suwannee County. (See Resolution No. 2005-28)
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the reappointment of Judy Honeycutt and Norman Protsman each to another term on the Tourist Development Council.
Agenda Item No. 4 was to appoint Jan Fessler to the Original Florida Tourism Task Force replacing Dennis Cason who recently resigned due to conflicting organizational meetings.

Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve the Release of Lien for Vesta L. Malloy, SHIP client.  (See Agreement No. 2005-28)
Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve writing a letter of support for Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. to obtain funding for Housing Preservation Grant Program from Rural Development.  
Agenda Item No. 7 was to approve the payment of Pay Application No. 2 to Florida Industrial Electric in the amount of $36,100.80 for work on T-hangar project at the Airport (DOT Grant).
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Consent Agenda Items 1 through 7.  
Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
Agenda Item No. 8, at 4:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to discuss the condition of CR 249, also known as Nobles Ferry Road.  Jan Touchton addressed the poor condition of the road, stating that this road is too narrow and not built to withstand the weight of the large, heavy trucks that are using it.  Mr. Touchton advised that the trucks have U.S. Highway 129 to use.  He suggested that maybe a weight restriction could be placed on it.
Commissioner Caruthers agreed that the road was not built for heavy trucks and that he was aware these trucks were using it as a short-cut. He stated that at one time a weight restriction was in place on it.  Commissioner Caruthers advised that he strongly supports a no-thru truck ordinance but a public hearing would be needed.   
Discussion ensued.  Chairman Maxwell agreed that this was a serious problem and would be addressed again.

Agenda Item No. 9, at 4:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to discuss CDBG grants and grants in general.  Joe Mittauer, Mittauer & Associates, and Joseph Wells, Jordan & Associates handed out and discussed the CDBG scoring sheet.  Mr. Mittauer advised that Suwannee County had scored lower than the funding threshold, and that these points would have to be elevated before the County could expect to obtain this grant.  Mr. Wells discussed ways the County could pick up extra points for CDBG grants, and that there are also other grants available.  

Commissioner Udell advised Mr. Mittauer and Mr. Wells to look into other grant avenues and report to John G. Wooley, County Coordinator.  Commissioner Udell advised Mr. Wooley  to then set a meeting to discuss the findings.
At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break. 
At 5:15 p.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting. 
Agenda Item No. 10, at 4:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to consider approval of construction plans for Deer Lake Estates Phase I and Deer Lake Estates Phase II Subdivision.  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised that the only non-compliance was the 16-foot roads which do not comply with the LDR’s, which specify a 20-foot wearing surface. 

Don Wainwright, Developer, stated that this was an oversight between his engineer and the surveyor.  Mr. Wainwright stated that this is a gated community and that no school buses or through traffic would be using these roads.  He asked the Board if the roads could be widened to18 feet like the road outside the subdivisions. 
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the constructions plans for Deer Lake Estates Phase I and Phase II Subdivisions with 20-foot roads.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Commissioner Hatch moved to table Item No. 10 until after Item No. 11, which involved Deer Lake Estates Phase II plat.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion to table carried unanimously.  

Agenda Item No. 11, at 4:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to consider preliminary plat approval of Deer Lake Estates Phase II Subdivision.  Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, advised that according to the LDR’s, the subdivision does meet the minimum requirements with the exception of the 16 foot roads. 

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the preliminary plat of Deer Lake Estates Phase II Subdivision without the variance of 16-foot roads.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 6:00 p.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 10.  Commissioner Hatch moved to remove the issue from the table and address it.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Commissioner Hatch withdrew his original motion to approve the construction plans for Deer Lake Estates Phase I and Phase II Subdivisions with 20-foot roads and  Commissioner Udell withdrew his second to the motion.   

Mr. Airth, County Attorney, read the pertinent section from the LDR book and explained that 16-foot roads would not be allowable according to the LDR’s. 
Commissioner Udell stated that he would like it to go on record that if there were any way the Board could accommodate Mr. Wainwright, they would, but their hands are tied. 
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the construction plans for Deer Lake Estates Phase I and Phase II Subdivisions with 20-foot roads subject to Mr. Wainwright drawing up new construction plans with Mr. Sikes approval.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 12, at 4:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider final plat approval of Pinemount Acres Subdivision. Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, advised that driveways and culverts have been installed.  Mr. Meeks also advised that the subdivision has been reviewed by Mr. Stewart Moore, County Surveyor, and Mr. Airth and found to be in compliance.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the final plat of Pinemount Acres Subdivision.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 13, at 4:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider final plat approval of Savannah Plantation Phase IV Subdivision. 
Commissioner Caruthers advised that he had a conflict of interest on this issue as he had performed work on the subdivision through his private business and that he would abstain from voting.

 Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, gave his report to the Board.  
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the final plat of Savannah Plantation Phase IV.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously, 4-0, with Commissioner Caruthers abstaining.

GENERAL BUSINESS
Agenda Item No. 14 was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items which would be heard as Agenda Item No. 33.   There were two emergency agenda items to be added: 
A. To consider approval of proposal from TAK Environmental Services, Inc. for soil borings, samplings and site work regarding the site of removal of fuel storage tanks near the Courthouse. (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator). 
B. Approval of Florida Department of Law Enforcement Certification of Acceptance/Request for Payment of a grant in the amount of $6,633.00 for Squad Room Renovation.  (Sheriff Tony Cameron). 
Commissioner Udell moved to add these two emergency agenda items to the agenda to be heard at the Chairman’s pleasure.  Commissioner Hatch seconded but the motion was withdrawn as there was another item to be added.
C.  T. Jerry Sikes, Director of Public Works, asked that approval of a 30 foot right-of-way on 37th Road to be deeded to the County by Loncala be added to the emergency agenda items.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve adding all three emergency items to the agenda.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 6:12 p.m., because of the time Sheriff Tony Cameron had been waiting, Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No. 33 to hear Emergency Agenda Item B at this time which was to approve the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) Certification of Acceptance/Request for Payment of a grant in the amount of $6,633.00 for Squad Room Renovation.  Sheriff Cameron gave his report.  
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the FDLE Certification of Acceptance/Request for Payment of a grant for $6,633.00.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement No. 2005-30)
At 6:15 p.m. Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No. 19 which was to approve the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) Certification of Acceptance of a Subgrant Award in the amount of $56,156.00 for a Law Enforcement Terrorism Prevention Program.  Sheriff Tony Cameron gave his report.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the FDLE Certification of Acceptance of a Subgrant Award in the amount of $56,156.00 for a Law Enforcement Terrorism Prevention Program.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2005-29)
At 6:20 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a dinner break.
At 7:15 p.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.
At 7:15 p.m. Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No. 24 which was under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS at 7:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider approval of Special Permit Request No. SP-05-01 by Roy Dean Durden to build additional poultry houses as an intensive agricultural operation on property zoned Agriculture-1.  Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, was sworn in by Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.  Mr. Meeks stated that Mr. Durden was asking for a special permit to build eight additional poultry houses for his already existing agricultural operation.  

Roy Dean Durden was sworn in by Mr. Airth, County Attorney.  Mr. Durden stated that he already has nine poultry houses and this special permit would be for eight additional houses.  Mr. Durden has spoken with adjoining neighbors and they have no objections to the additional eight houses.

At 7:25 p.m. Chairman Maxwell opened the floor for a public hearing.  No one commented.  Chairman Maxwell closed the floor to public comment.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve Special Permit Request No. SP-05-01 by Roy Dean Durden to build additional poultry houses as an intensive agricultural operation on property zoned Agriculture-1.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (Resolution – Pending) 
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS (CONTINUED)

Agenda Item No. 25, at 7:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing  to consider approval of Special Permit Request No. SP-05-02-02 by Jeff Marshall, Crafton Communication, Inc., as agent for Sidney J. Lord, Sr. and Sidney J. Lord, Jr., for an essential service 330 foot guyed-wire telecommunication tower and associated equipment on property zoned Agriculture-1.  Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, being previously sworn, advised that this tower meets all of the regulations and would not infringe on anyone else’s property since it would be located on a 40 acre site within 800 acres of the owner’s property.
Victor Craig, property owner who has a lawsuit against the County for turning down his application for a special permit for a telecommunication tower on his property, asked Mr. Meeks if this public hearing had been advertised properly for 10 days in the newspaper.  Mr. Meeks stated that it had as far as he knew, but he had not received the proof of advertisement.  Mr. Craig presented the Board with several copies of the Suwannee Democrat and the only one that had the notice in it was the one dated February 11, 2005.  Mr. Meeks could not show proof of publication.  Mr. Craig also asked about posting signs on such properties.  Mr. Meeks advised that meeting dates are posted on the property. Discussion ensued.  Mr. Airth, County Attorney, stated that if the hearing was not properly advertised, the public hearing was out of order. 
Chairman Maxwell advised this had not been properly advertised and would have to be re-advertised and placed back on the agenda.
At 7:45 p.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 15, which was under GENERAL BUSINESS, and was to approve the minutes of Land Development Regulations Workshop held on January 20, 2005 and regular meeting held on February 1, 2005.  

Commissioner Hatch had two corrections on the minutes from the workshop on January 20, 2005.  On page 2, last paragraph, the word “looses” should be “loses” and on page 8, in the second paragraph, the word “ is” should have been “in.”  These corrections were subsequently made by the deputy clerk.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the minutes from the Land Development Regulations Workshop on January 20, 2005 with the corrections, and the minutes from the Board meeting on February 1, 2005.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 16 was to hear public concerns and comments.

Victor Craig advised of his law suit against the County concerning a telecommunication tower on his property.  Mr. Craig’s tower would serve the same area as the proposed one on Sidney Lord’s property.  Mr. Craig advised that he thought the County should settle his suit first because if he were victorious with his suit, Mr. Lord’s permit would not be necessary since it would serve the same vicinity.

Mr. Airth, County Attorney, advised the Board not to discuss the issue as there is pending litigation.

At 7:50 p.m. Chairman Maxwell closed the floor to public comments.

Agenda Item No. 17 was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court to present report.  Clerk Kenneth Dasher advised that he had no report and asked if the Board had any questions.   The Board had no questions.

Agenda Item No. 18 was to hear Staff Reports.
a)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, gave a report on the highly successful Car Show/Blood Drag that was held on Saturday, February 12, 2005, at the Airport.  There were 750 entries, several vendors had booths set up, 172 units of blood were donated to the Red Cross, and several thousand people attended bringing a good deal of money into the County.  It was very clean, orderly, and organized.
A spokesman for the organizers stated that they would like to come back next year and they would have a year to organize and plan instead of just 3 months like this time.

b)   T. Jerry Sikes, Director of Public Works, had no report.   

c)  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had a written report.  Mr. Hales advised that there will be a hearing on February 22 at 5:15 p.m. on the controversial book entitled “Mommy Laid an Egg” at the County Office Conference Room. 
d)  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised that Mr. Craig’s suit is proceeding. 
At 8:00 P.M., (as Agenda Item No. 19 had been heard earlier), Chairman Maxwell

skipped to Agenda Item No. 20, which was to adopt a Resolution proclaiming February, 2005 as Library Appreciation Month.  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, presented the Resolution. 

             Commissioner Udell moved to adopt a Resolution proclaiming February, 2005 as Library Appreciation Month.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-27)
              Agenda Item No. 21 was to consider approving Stephanie Amy Walker, new employee at Branford Library, for leave without pay for a period of 30 calendar days due to a serious medical condition.  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, advised that this was needed in order for employee to be able to return to work and he recommended approval.
         Commissioner Hatch moved to approve leave without pay for a period of 30 calendar days due to a serious medical condition for Stephanie Amy Walker.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

         Agenda Item No. 22 was to approve a Resolution for the renewal of a line of credit for reimbursable road construction projects.  Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, gave his report, stating that there is $1.5 million left in the line of credit, and the loan has matured.
         Commissioner Udell moved to approve a Resolution for the renewal of a line of credit for reimbursable road construction projects.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2005-26)

          Agenda Item No. 23 was to set workshop with Board regarding the budget process.  Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, suggested setting the workshop for May 17 from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. at City Hall if it is available.  This will be the same day as the Board meeting which starts at 4:00 p.m.  Discussion ensued. Commissioner Caruthers preferred not to have workshops on Board meeting dates.  Clerk Dasher advised any day the Board selected was agreeable to him.
          Commissioner Caruthers moved to set the budget process workshop on May 17 from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. at City Hall, if it is available.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (Note: City Hall was not available and Suwannee River Water Management District Conference Room was instead scheduled at 1:00 p.m. and advertised.)
           At 8:10 p.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

           At 8:20 p.m. Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.
           At 8:21 p.m. Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No. 26 which was under GENERAL BUSINESS ITEMS, to consider the approval of a Small County Outreach Program Agreement with Florida Department of Transportation (DOT) for widening and resurfacing of 144th Street beginning at C. R. 349, then east to 129th Road and east on 138th Street to U.S. Highway 129, and adoption of an enabling resolution.  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, gave his report.  He stated that the project would cost $776,250.00.
         Commissioner Hatch moved to approve a Small County Outreach Program Agreement with Florida DOT for widening and resurfacing of 144th Street beginning at CR 349, then east to 129th Road and east on 138th Street to U.S. Highway 129, and adoption of an enabling resolution.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (Resolution No. 2005-29) (Agreement No. – Pending)
          Agenda Item No. 27 was to approve advertising for bids for lease of trucks for the county and FEMA road projects.  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised that these lease trucks would be used to get roads back in order from the storms.
         Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve advertising for bids for lease of trucks for the county and FEMA road projects.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

          Agenda Item No. 28  was for approval to advertise for bids to pave roads in Three Rivers Estates area in Commission District 5.  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised paving would be funded by District 5 local option gas tax revenue.

          Commissioner Hatch moved to approve advertising for bids to pave roads in the Three Rivers Estates area in Commission District 5.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Agenda Item No. 29 was to review recommendations and approve the ranking process for the engineering/consulting services for Public Works projects.   Donald Robinson, a member of the Bid Review Committee, presented the committee’s results in the ranking of the engineering firms. The following is the ranking: 1) Keen Engineering, 2) GTC Engineering, and 3) Bailey, Bishop, & Lane Engineering.

            Commissioner Udell moved to approve the committee’s ranking for the engineering/consulting services for the Public Works projects.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 30 was to approve the change order on Anderson Columbia Company’s contract to add additional road projects.  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised that 160th Street, 168th Street, River Road, and 135th Road have been added to the contract with asphalt at an additional $2.80/ton.  The total change order amounts to $1,201,083.00.
            Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the change order on Anderson Columbia Company’s contract.   Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

              Agenda Item No. 31 was to discuss, with possible Board action, a request that 91st Drive be cleared and maintained by the County.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised that this was an old road dedicated for public use by plat in 1946.  Mr. Airth advised that the County is not obligated to open and maintain this road and should not do so.
              Commissioner Caruthers moved to deny opening 91st Drive and that Mr. Airth would write a letter informing the requesting person of the Board’s decision.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

               Agenda Item No. 32 was to discuss, with possible Board action, approval of an easement to Wellborn Springs.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised that this 1,000 foot strip of land was given to the County by the state in 1980, and leads to an old borrow pit.  Mr. Airth is not sure who actually owns this strip of land now, but Chris Howard owns land in the area and is asking for an easement on this strip of land to be able to get to his property.  Discussion ensued. 
          Commissioner Udell moved to table the issue until the next Board meeting and ask Mr. Airth to invite Mr. Howard to come and bring his information.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

          Agenda Item No. 33 was to hear Emergency Agenda Items.  Emergency Item C. was T. Jerry Sikes, Director of Public Works, to advise the Board that a 30 foot right-of-way on 37th Road has been deeded to the County by Loncala.  Mr. Sikes ask permission for acceptance.
           Commissioner Hatch moved to accept the deeded 30 foot right-of-way on 37th Road from Loncala.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

            Emergency Agenda Item A., (Agenda Item B. was heard earlier at 6:12 p.m.), was to consider approval of proposal from TAK Environmental Services, Inc. for soil borings, samplings and site work regarding site of removal of storage tanks near the Courthouse.  

             Alex Chester and Fred Portofe, TAK Environmental Services, advised they would perform soil test borings and the boring of two monitoring wells in order to obtain the necessary samples that DEP is requiring of Suwannee County.  Their written cost proposal is for a maximum of $67,000.  

             John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised this work has to be done according to DEP requirements and the deadline is April 15.  Mr. Wooley advised that the remainder of the Courthouse renovation money could be used, which amounts to about $20,000.00.  Reserve Funds would then be required for any remaining expenses,   and use of Reserve Funds would require a budget amendment.  Discussion ensued regarding the cost and emergency nature of the request.  

             Commissioner Udell moved to approve the project cost proposal from TAK Environmental Services, Inc. for up to $67,000.00.  Commissioner Hatch reluctantly seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 34 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

           Chairman Maxwell advised he would like to have a workshop regarding the destruction of roads by heavy trucks in the county and a list of roads involved is needed.
          Commissioner Udell asked to have Jerry Sikes, Director of Public Works, provide a list of roads involved and set a workshop date at the next Board meeting.
Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 9:25 P.M.     
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