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January 4, 2005



City Council Chambers

   

Live Oak, Florida

9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Michael Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. Commissioner Douglas M. Udell was absent.
Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No.l was to approve payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]
SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF     COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT
TO BE APPROVED 01/04/05
	FUND
	
	
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	$
	682,998.77

	112
	RESERVE-CAPITAL PROJECTS
	$
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	$
	926,848.67

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	$
	10,368.80

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	$
	33,327.41

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	$
	246.00

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	$
	-

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	$
	20,861.54

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	$
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	$
	3,125.23

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	$
	-

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	$
	_

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	$
	613,422.84

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	$
	50,353.88

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	$
	17,647.08

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	$
	18,800.15

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE FUND
	$
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	$
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	$
	353,734.73

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	$
	44,071.61

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	$
	339.00

	
	BATCHES 05/0188-0214
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	$
	2,776,145.71


Agenda item No. 2 was to approve Partial Payment Estimate No. 1 in the amount of $462,321.85 to Anderson Columbia Company, Inc. for work on CR 136 West resurfacing project.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the reappointment of Elizabeth Elliott, Brian Metzger, Richard Calvitt, and Jessie Philpot to the SHIP Task Force Committee for 2005. 
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Consent Agenda Items 1 through 3. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
GENERAL BUSINESS
Agenda Item No. 4 was for Chairman to call for Emergency Agenda Items. Any item this Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 25, Emergency Agenda Items. Chairman Maxwell advised of one Emergency Agenda Item.
A. To open requests for proposals for aviation tenant at the Airport (RFP No. 2004-26). (Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager)
Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the one emergency item to the agenda. Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 5, was to approve the minutes of the December 21, 2004 meeting. Commissioner Hatch advised that there were three corrections: 1) on Page 3 the wording regarding the 10-year Sunset Law was incorrect. Upon review of the tape, the Clerk found that the minutes reflected what was said by Mr. McCook; 2) on Page 10 in last sentence a misspelled word, loosing should be losing; and 3) on Page 12 in the second sentence, the phrase should read work group “should” consist, not “would”.    These corrections were subsequently made by the Clerk.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the minutes as corrected. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 6 was to hear public concerns and comments. There were none.
Agenda Item No. 7 was for a representative of the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report. There was no report to be made. Clerk, Kenneth Dasher, advised he had no report and asked if the Board had any questions. They did not.
Agenda Item No. 8, was to hear staff reports.
a) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, discussed the need for revisions to the proposed Joint Resolution No. 04-13 City of Live Oak, Board of County Commissioners and Suwannee County Economic Alliance. Commissioner Hatch suggested changes still need to be made. Commissioner Hatch and Mr. Wooley will meet, make the necessary changes and add the Resolution to the agenda for the next Board meeting, January 18, 2005. The Board can then submit the Resolution back to the City of Live Oak for their approval.
Mr. Wooley advised that all the newly elected Suwannee County officials will be sworn in today, January 4, 2005, at 4:00 p.m., in the Main Courtroom at the Suwannee County Courthouse.
Mr. Wooley advised the Board has been invited to attend a tour of the Suwannee American Cement Plant on January 10, 2005 at 10:30 a.m. This tour is open to the public.
Since it is too late for the announcement to be published in the newspaper, a notice will be posted and the media will be informed.
Mr. Wooley advised that a resignation letter has been received from Mrs. Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director. The position of Administrative Services Director will be posted and advertised in the newspaper.
Mr. Wooley advised that the State Court Administrator's Office has moved into the Courthouse with no notification to the Board. There are issues that need to be addressed regarding computer and other office expenses. He advised Florida Statutes mandate that the Board provide some of the costs associated with their office. Research needs to be done on what funds are available through the state. Commissioner Caruthers advised that no county funds should be expended before research is completed. Commissioner Hatch stated that we need to lobby to get available state funds and suggested that the State Court Administrator's Office be invited to attend the Board Meeting to discuss this new relocation of one of their offices.
b)
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated that he had received a warning letter from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) concerning the erosion damage to the landfill resulting from the storms. Mr. Sikes informed the Board that he is in the process of responding to that letter.
Commissioner Hatch inquired about the status of the debris clean-up. Mr. Sikes stated that bids for the debris clean-up should be advertised within 2 weeks.
c)
John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, recapped his written report.   Mr. Hales stated that the privacy standards for children have been stringent and that parents could not obtain information about what their children had checked out of the library or pay late fees for them. This law was revised at the last Legislative Session. Mr. Hales has accordingly drafted a library policy change which is being reviewed by the County Attorney, Mr. Airth.
Mr. Hales also discussed the Literacy Grant application he is submitting to the State Library for additional funding. Because the Board approves grant applications, Commissioner Caruthers moved to add this Grant Application to the Emergency Agenda Items as Item B. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
d) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.
e) Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, was not present but submitted a written report.
At 9:33 a.m. Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No, 18 which was under GENERAL BUSINESS ITEMS, to consider the approval of a contract with ERC General Contracting, Inc. for closure of the landfill. T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated that the contract has been prepared and sent to Mr. Airth, County Attorney.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the contract with ERC General Contracting, Inc. as stated if approved by the County Attorney. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 19 was to consider approval of job description and pay range for a temporary technical position for Roadway Construction Inspector. T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised that they need a qualified person to oversee and inspect projects of developers who build roads in the new subdivisions and other road projects.  This position would cost the County less money than having the inspections done through the engineering contract.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the job description and pay range for a temporary technical position for Roadway Construction Inspector.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 20 was to approve the holidays for county employees for 2005.  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, presented the list of holidays.  Commissioner Caruthers asked for the interpretation of Florida Statute 110.117, located at the top of the list of holidays.  Mr. Airth, County Attorney, stated that he would look it up if we could recess for a break.

At 9:45 a.m. Chairman Maxwell recessed for a break.

At 9:55 a.m., Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting.

Mr. Airth, County Attorney, stated that the list basically followed the Florida Statute with the exception of one holiday which is Good Friday and that has been covered with a notation on the list.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the list of holidays for county employees for 2005 noting that Good Friday was not to be a holiday.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 21 was to authorize two public works employees to transport an ambulance to Texas to be retrofitted at Frasure Ambulance, Inc.  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that two mechanics would be sent to Texas to learn how to re-chassis an ambulance so that they would be able to repair and re-chassis the equipment themselves in the future.    Commissioner Caruthers stated his concern about two mechanics being gone at the same time.
After discussion with Mr. Sikes, Public Works Director, Mr. Wooley stated that they may send one now and another one later. Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize two public works employees, at the discretion of Mr. Sikes, to transport an ambulance to Texas to be retrofitted at Frasure Ambulance, Inc. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 14 which was under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could heard, to approve appropriation of $6,600.00 payoff regarding Joey and Kimberly Law, SHIP clients, into the SHIP fund for future disbursement. Matt Pierson, Suwannee River Economic Council (SREC), stated that the property was a foreclosure sale though USDA. The $6,600.00 would pay off the original SHIP loan and SREC would like these monies put back into the SHIP fund for future disbursement to SHIP clients. Commissioner Caruthers asked if the Clerk's Finance Division could advise if this is normal procedure.   Deputy Clerk Tyson advised that this request is routine for SHIP funds; however, the funds have not been delivered to the Board as they are foreclosure funds still held in the Registry of the Court.  He advised that someone must petition the Court for release of the funds and prepare an order for the court to execute. Mr. Airth, County Attorney, was directed by Chairman Maxwell to prepare an order to the court to this effect.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve appropriation of $6,600.00 payoff regarding Joey and Kimberly Law, SHIP clients, into the SHIP fund for future disbursement upon receipt from the Court. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 15, at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to approve destruction of records that have met retention requirements. Pat Sura, Chief Building Official, advised the records provided on the list had met retention requirements and requested approval for their destruction.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve destruction of the records that have met retention requirements as requested. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 10:08 a.m., Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 10:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for property owned by the county: (Bid Solicitation No. 2004-23)
PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NO. 00-000-000 10802000460 LEG LOT 46 UNIT 2 -SUWANNEE BELLE ESTATES ORB 1054 P 223, LOCATED IN A RECORDED SUBDIVISION IN SECTION 35, TOWNSHIP 04 S, RANGE 12 E.
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, opened the bids. The following is a list of who submitted bids and the amount of the bid on the above property:
Nelson Ortega


$1,629.00
Bessie Tucker


$550.00
Harry Gray


$3,101.00
J.M. Bracewell

$3,200.00
Carol Crouch

$251.01
Carol McKay

$610.00
Ronnie Poole

$1,700.00
J.W. Hill

$5,120.00
Colon Harden

$1,001.00
Jonathan & Bessie Tucker


$1,200.00
Commissioner Caruthers moved to award the sale to Mr. J. W. Hill with a bid of $5,120.00. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No 10, at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to open bids for property owned by the county: (Bid Solicitation No. 2004-24)
PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NO. 12-03S-12E 10245000000 LEG 1.00 ACRES COMM AT A PT 140 YDS E OF SW COR OF NW 1/4 OF NE 1/4 AS A POB. THENCE RUN N 210 FT E 210 FT W 210 FT TO POB ORB 881 P 188.
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, opened the bids. The following is a list of who submitted bids and the amount of the bid on the above property:
Billy Jackson
$2,500.00
Harry Gray
$1,001.00
J.M. Bracewell
$1,800.00
Carol Crouch
$2,551.00
Ernest Paulk
$100.00
Ronnie Poole
$1,250.00
John E. Finley
$502.00
Carol McKay
$810.00
J. W. Hill
$1,100.00
Colon Harden
$2,001.00
Commissioner Fowler stated that Billy Jackson was the only person to bid on this property when it was put out for bids the first time. Since that bid was made public earlier, he did not think it was fair to Mr. Jackson that someone just slightly overbid him the second time around. Discussion ensued. Mr. Airth, County Attorney, advised the property was offered and advertised as is to the highest bidder.
Commissioner Hatch moved to award the sale to Carol Crouch with a bid of $2,551.00. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 3-1 with Commissioner Fowler opposed.
Agenda Item No. 11. at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to open bids for property owned by the county: (Bid Solicitation No. 2004-25)
PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NO. 11-07S-14E 04555000004 LEG 5.00 ACRES BEG AT NE COR OF SEC & RUN S 1948.88 FT TO POB CON S 691.43 FT W 315 FT N 691.43 FT E 315 FT TO POB ORB 1054 P 211.
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, opened the bids. The following is a list of who submitted bids and the amount of the bid on the above property:
Colon Harden
$4,100.00
J.W. Hill
$4,400.00
Carol McKay
$1,025.00
Poole Realty
$7,500.00
Carol Crouch
$5,202.00
James Ward
$1,001.00
Larry Strickland
$3,105.00
Harry Gray
$5,001.00
John Couch (POA for M.R. Freeman)
$5,000.00
M.R. Freeman (corrective bid)
$5,000.00
Commissioner Fowler moved to award the sale to Poole Realty with a bid of $7,500.00. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 12. at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to open bids for two (2) tandem drive motor graders for the Public Works Department. (Bid Solicitation No. 2004-27)
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, opened the bids. The following is a list of who submitted bids and the amount of the bids:
Industrial Tractor, Jacksonville, FL
$278,511.70
Ring Power, Lake City, FL
$316,584.00
Flagler Construction, Jacksonville, FL
$234,624.72
Mr. Sikes will refer all bids to the Bid Review Committee to review these bids and make recommendations to the Board at the next Board meeting.
Agenda Item No. 13, at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to open bids for one (1) two-post symmetric design surface mounted lift for the Public Works Department. (Bid Solicitation No. 2004-28)
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated that no bids were received and that re-advertisement would be needed. Commissioner Caruthers moved to re-advertise for bids for one (1) two-post symmetric design surface mounted lift for the Public Works Department. Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 10:50 a.m., Chairman Maxwell skipped to Agenda Item No. 25. Emergency Agenda Items, No. A, at l0:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to open requests for proposals for aviation tenant at the Airport. (RFP No. 2004-26)
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, opened the proposals. The following is a list of the proposals and the amount of monthly rent which were received:
Fessler Aviation
$400/month
George Ryerson
$300/month
Reid Paget
$650/month
Ware Aviation
$300/month
Jim Fessler, Fessler Aviation, approached the podium and expressed clarification of what the FAA requirements were for hangar use.
Mr. Robinson asked that these proposals be referred to the Airport Committee for review and their recommendations would be placed on the agenda for the next Board meeting.
Commissioner Hatch moved to refer these proposals to the Airport Committee. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 11:03 a.m., Chairman Maxwell returned to Agenda Item No, 16, at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to consider approval of the preliminary plat of Pinemount Acres Subdivision. Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, advised the there were seven stem lots and the developer will install driveways and culverts on them. Commissioner Hatch stated that an electric power line right-of-way goes through the middle of the property. Commissioner Caruthers clarified that no structures of any kind can be built in the electric power line right-of-way.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the preliminary plat of Pinemount Acres Subdivision with the amendment note regarding building any structure in the electric power line right-of-way. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 17, at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to consider preliminary plat approval of Savannah Plantation Phase IV Subdivision. Commissioner Caruthers advised that he had a conflict of interest on this issue as he had performed work on the development through his private business and that he would abstain from voting on this issue. Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, gave his report to the Board.  Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the preliminary plat of Savannah Plantation Phase IV Subdivision.   Commissioner Fowler seconded the motion carried unanimously, 3-0, with Commissioner Caruthers abstaining. 
GENERAL BUSINESS (continued)
Agenda Item No. 22 was to set a workshop with North Central Florida Regional Planning Council regarding amendments to the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations (LDR's). John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised that a workshop needs to be set with the Regional Planning Council and the Board to make specific recommendations to the Suwannee County Zoning Board for changes in the Suwannee County LDR's. Thursday, January 20, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. at a location to be announced later was agreeable with the Board.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to set the workshop for Thursday, January 20, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 23 was for approval to advertise to hold a public hearing to amend Ordinance No. 2004-02 pertaining to the method of disposition of surplus real property owned by the county. John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised that a public hearing needed to be set to repeal Ordinance No. 2004-02 and to adopt the newly written Ordinance No. 2004-02. Discussion ensued on how such a poorly written ordinance with numerous errors got adopted in the first place. Mr. Airth, County Attorney, advised he apparently had provided a rough draft version instead of the finished product.
Commissioner Fowler moved to set a public hearing to repeal Ordinance No. 2004-02 pertaining to the method of disposition of surplus real property owned by the county and to adopt a newly written ordinance to replace it. Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 24 was to approve the Special Master Contract and appointment of county staff person to represent the Board at a mediation hearing of Alltel Communications, Inc. versus Suwannee County, Florida. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised that he had received a standard retention letter from Mr. Ceryak, the mediator, setting his fees, etc. The cost of mediation will be split with Alltel.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Special Master Contract and appoint John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, along with County Attorney Airth, to represent the Board at the mediation hearing. Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 25, was to hear Emergency Agenda Items, Item A, for Airport Hangar RFP No. 2004-26 which was heard following Agenda Item #13. Item B was to approve a "Community Libraries in Caring Program" grant application 
completed by John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, which requires approval of the Board.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the grant as written. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Commissioner Fowler moved to adjourn. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
 WITNESSED BY:




___________________________

________________________, D. C.


BILLY MAXWELL, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

ATTEST:





OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

_________________________

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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