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December 16, 2003

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  Commissioner Hatch was not present (but arrived later).
Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and asked Commissioner Maxwell to lead the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
ATTENTION:
A) The Board may add other items to this agenda at the beginning of the meeting.

B) Recognition of Commissioner Billy C. Maxwell for completion of the Florida Association of Counties certification as a county commissioner.

C) Dinner break – Approximately 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
The first item on the agenda was at 4:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, receive the annual report from the Division of Forestry for Fiscal Year July 1, 2002 through June 30, 2003.

This item was discussed after agenda item twenty.

The second item on the agenda was at 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, adopt a resolution for a loan from First Federal Savings Bank for the purchase of Emergency One Pumper Fire Truck.

This item was discussed between Staff Reports.

The third item on the agenda was at 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, adopt a resolution for a line of credit with First Federal Savings Bank.

This item was discussed between Staff Reports.

The fourth item on the agenda was at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, consider final plat approval of the Blue Sky Farms Subdivision.

This item was discussed after agenda item twenty-three.

The fifth item on the agenda was at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, consider preliminary plat approval of the Fields of McAlpin Phase Three Subdivision.

This item was discussed after agenda item twenty-three.

The sixth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could heard, hold a public hearing to consider budget amendments to the following funds for Fiscal Year 2003 Budget, and adoption of a resolution if the amendments were approved:

a) General Revenue

b) Fine and Forfeiture

c) EMS County Awards Grant

d) Emergency Management

e) Law Education

f) Road and Bridge Construction and Paving

g) Local Housing (SHIP)

h) Renovation Debt Service

i) Renovation Construction

This item was discussed after agenda item twenty-five.

The seventh item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider approval of an amendment to the Fiscal Year 2004 Renovation Construction Budget, and adoption of a resolution if the amendment was approved.

This item was discussed after agenda item twenty-five.

The eighth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution expressing the Board’s intent to use the uniform method of collecting and enforcing non-ad valorem assessments of the 113thRoad/122nd Terrace/122nd Trail Municipal Services Benefit Unit.

This item was discussed after agenda item twenty-five.

The ninth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution expressing the Board’s intent to use the uniform method of collecting and enforcing non-ad valorem assessments of the 139th Drive/78th Street/76th Terrace Municipal Services Benefit Unit.

This item was discussed after agenda item twenty-five.

The tenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution expressing the Board’s intent to use the uniform method of collecting and enforcing non-ad valorem assessments of the 133rd Lane Municipal Services Benefit Unit.

This item was discussed after agenda item twenty-five.

Chairman Caruthers recognized Commissioner Billy C. Maxwell for completion of the Florida Association of Counties certification as a county commissioner and presented him with a plaque.

CONSENT ITEMS:
The eleventh item on the agenda was payment of invoices.

	SUWANNEE COUNTY
	
	
	
	

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
	
	

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT
	
	

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  12/16/03
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	
	
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               373,773.83 
	
	
	
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPITAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 78,623.06 
	
	
	
	
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 21,866.05 
	
	
	
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 18,218.42 
	
	
	
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                 18,706.00 
	
	
	
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 17,798.32 
	
	
	
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                   1,965.00 
	
	
	
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   3,134.80 
	
	
	
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                   5,091.48 
	
	
	
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               265,985.46 
	
	
	
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 59,946.67 
	
	
	
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 27,408.88 
	
	
	
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 34,025.00 
	
	
	
	

	251
	RENNOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $               368,800.89 
	
	
	
	

	351
	RENNOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                 80,683.77 
	
	
	
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               105,209.64 
	
	
	
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 88,902.25 
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	   
	
	
	
	

	
	 BATCHES 2004/0115-145
	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,570,139.52 
	
	
	
	


The twelfth item on the agenda was to appoint Sylvia Newell to serve as an alternate member of the Code Enforcement Board.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to approve a Release of Lien for Hester J. Green, SHIP client.  (See Agreement No. 2004-24)
The fourteenth item on the agenda was to approve payment of Pay Application No. 7 (Revised) in the amount of $48,401.47 to TECO Energy Services, Inc. for work on Phase IV of the Courthouse Restoration Project.  (Historical Preservation Grant No. 361 - $30,181.26; Court Facilities Fees - $18,220.21)
The fifteenth item on the agenda was to approve payment of Pay Application No. 11 in the amount of $32,282.30 to TECO Energy Services, Inc. for work on the Courthouse Restoration Project. (Historical Preservation Grant No. 163 - $0.00; Historical Preservation Grant No. 269 - $22,371.01; Article V - $9,085.52; County Cost - $825.77)
The sixteenth item on the agenda was to approve payment, subject to receipt of funds, of Pay Request No. 9 (Final) in the amount of $37,999.80 to Caldwell Tanks, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water System.  (CDBG Funds)

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to approve payment, subject to receipt of funds, of Periodic Estimate No. 4 (Final) in the amount of $22,470.80 to Rowe Drilling Company, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water System.  (CDBG Funds)
Commissioner Poole moved to approve the aforementioned consent items.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Commissioner Hatch was not present).

GENERAL BUSINESS:
The eighteenth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items this Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 38, Emergency Agenda Items.
There were no emergency agenda items to be discussed.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was public concerns and comments.

Chairman Caruthers stated that he would wait until after 7:00 p.m. to address this item, since it was still very early in the meeting and many people were still at work.
This item was discussed prior to agenda item twenty-six.

The twentieth item on the agenda was for a representative of the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court to present a report.
Clerk of the Circuit Court Kenneth Dasher reported on the leachate problem at the landfill and submitted a written copy to the commissioners detailing a timeline of what had transpired.  He stated that the Board, at the regular meeting of January 17, 2002, had decided to discontinue using the City of Live Oak for leachate disposal, and Three River Contracting, Inc. had been chosen as the new “sole-source” provider.  At some time after that date, the Public Works Department had switched leachate disposal to Raymond’s Septic Tank Company.  According to Clerk Dasher, the changes for leachate disposal were not approved at Board meetings and a formal bidding process should have been completed according to the County’s purchasing policy.
Chairman Caruthers asked for comments.

Commissioner Hatch arrived at the meeting at 4:09 p.m.

Commissioner Udell stated that Clerk Dasher had given the Board the information they had requested, and thanked him for his work.

Clerk Dasher apologized for the length of time it had taken to compile the information, but he wished to be thorough in the internal audit.
Chairman Caruthers stated that Clerk Dasher’s audit report was responsive to the Board’s request and thanked him.
Clerk Dasher then addressed other issues.  He advised the Board that he was concerned with the security of records stored in the Mizell’s Building, and asked that the Board again look into a Records Storage Facility to house the County’s records.
Commissioner Udell asked Clerk Dasher the size of the building required for Clerk Dasher’s records.  Clerk Dasher responded that he had not determined a specific size, but wished to include space for records belonging to other Constitutional Officers in the building as well.  He added that the Clerk’s Office had destroyed a large number of records that had met their retention period over the past year, but there were still many records that had not yet met their retention period.
Commissioner Udell asked for specific information on a proposed size of the building and if it needed to be climate-controlled.  Clerk Dasher responded that the building needed to be climate-controlled, but he had not yet determined a sufficient size for the building.

Commissioner Hatch asked if the Clerk could donate some of the records in the Mizell’s Building to other entities, such as the Genealogical Society, once they met their retention period.  Clerk Dasher responded that the files stored in Mizell’s were court records and would not be useful to the Genealogical Society.

Deputy Clerk Musgrove added that even if these records are of interest to outside entities, the Clerk by law is still responsible for them.

Chairman Caruthers moved to agenda item one.

The first item on the agenda was at 4:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, receive the annual report from the Division of Forestry for Fiscal Year July 1, 2002 through June 30, 2003.

Mr. Brian Cobble, Forester for Suwannee County, delivered a report detailing what he had done in the last year to assist Suwannee County landowners.
Commissioner Hatch asked about equipment loaned to county fire department.

Mr. Glenn A. Davis, Acting Forest Area Supervisor – Suwannee/Hamilton Counties, stated that there was a list of equipment showing what items had been loaned by the Forestry Division to Suwannee County and its subsidiaries and what equipment has been returned.

Commissioner Hatch thanked Mr. Davis for the equipment loans from the Forestry Division.

Mr. Davis continued with a discussion of the number and types of fires within Suwannee County over the past year.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was Staff Reports:

Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated that he was in the process of reviewing solid waste (sewage) ordinances from DeSoto and Hendry Counties regarding businesses from other counties transferring their sewage waste to those counties under the pretext of agricultural use.  He hoped their ordinances could help Suwannee County with its similar situation.  He stated that he was also looking into tax relief for military personnel per the Board’s request. He added the Leon County program allowed the Board to make grants to military personnel equal to their property taxes, or could provide monetary grants in specific amounts.  He added statutes make no provision for such an exemption or deferral of Ad Valoram Taxes.
Commissioner Hatch suggested that the Board calculate the impact of tax relief on the tax rolls before approving or disapproving this suggestion.  He asked for specific figures.  County Attorney Airth responded that he did not know specific amounts or how to ascertain the information to determine the impact.
Commissioner Udell stated that he was not in favor of granting cash to those who did or did not own property in Suwannee County, and he had merely wished to provide tax relief for those active duty military personnel who owned Suwannee County property.  He added that he also would like to know the impact that the proposed tax relief for military personnel would have on Suwannee County.

Commissioner Poole stated that he would like to help those who defend America’s freedoms, but had been contacted by veterans of previous wars who were opposed to such a tax break as they had not received such a benefit.  He added that he was against handing out cash, and wished to know specific figures on the impact to the tax rolls before making a determination.
Chairman Caruthers suggested that the Board look at the proposal and discuss it at the next regular meeting, allowing more time to determine the impact upon the County’s tax rolls.

Chairman Caruthers moved to agenda items two and three.

The second item on the agenda was at 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, adopt a resolution for a loan from First Federal Savings Bank for the purchase of the Emergency One Pumper Fire Truck.

Commissioner Udell moved (to adopt a resolution for a loan from First Federal Savings Bank for the purchase of Emergency One Pumper Fire Truck).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2004-12)
The third item on the agenda was at 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, adopt a resolution for a line of credit with First Federal Savings Bank (corrected to read CNB Bank).


Chairman Caruthers stated that there was a mistake in the agenda, and it should actually read awarding the bid to CNB Bank, not First Federal Savings Bank.

Commissioner Udell stated that this was a cut-and-dry issue and had been discussed at a prior meeting.


Commissioner Udell moved (to adopt a resolution for a line of credit with CNB Bank).  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  Mrs. Sue Lamb, reporter, asked why there was a change in the advertised agenda from First Federal Savings Bank to CNB Bank.  Clerk Dasher responded that the original proposal from First Federal had been the low bid or proposal.  However, when he sought to proceed with the loan process, it was determined that First Federal intended to add fees and origination fees, not previously proposed.  This changed the proposal ranking, making CNB Bank the low-bidder.  Mrs. Lamb further asked why the agenda read differently than what was being requested.  County Attorney Airth stated that this was not a public hearing, but that a specific time had been advertised to allow anyone to be present to discuss the issue if they so chose.  However, he clarified for the public that the resolution would actually be with CNB Bank.  Discussion ensued on low bids and agenda advertisements.  Commissioner Udell asked if there was a legal problem with the advertisement stating a bank other than the bank actually under consideration.  County Attorney Airth clarified that there was no difference between this item and other items in which bids were awarded, as long as the low or best bid was awarded.  Mrs. Lamb continued to ask about the legality of advertising a different low-bidder than what was now being requested.  Commissioner Hatch withdrew his second.  Commissioner Udell’s motion then died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Hatch moved to table the issue until the next regular meeting so that it could be properly advertised.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded.  Commissioner Poole wondered why the Board could not simply add it as an emergency agenda item.  County Attorney Airth responded that this item was apparently not an emergency by nature.  Clerk Dasher stated that as the Chief Financial Officer of the County, he had been tasked with finding funds to allow the County to continue to operate, and had sought bank proposals for the line of credit through his office.  County Attorney Airth clarified that there was a difference between the Clerk’s advertising bids and the Board’s advertising of the agenda, which stated that First Federal Savings and Loan would be awarded the line of credit.  Clerk Dasher stated that there was a separation between what he had done and what the Board had done, and he was now suggesting that the true low-bidder (CNB Bank) be awarded the bid for a line of credit.  He stated that there was no problem with waiting until the first meeting in January to approve the line of credit with CNB Bank if the Board so desired, as there was no major funding requirement pending that would require it before the January meeting. Clerk Dasher wished to clarify that there had been a difference between what he had done by soliciting proposals and what the Board had done by advertising the agenda.  Commissioner Hatch clarified that the Clerk had done his job, and it was the Board that had misinformed the public by advertising the incorrect low-bidder.  The motion to table the issue until the next regular meeting carried unanimously.


Chairman Caruthers returned to Staff Reports.

Mr. John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, updated the Board on Fire and EMS Services.  He stated that by coordinating with the City of Live Oak, the County now had three ambulances on duty.  County Coordinator Wooley added that because not all of the City’s personnel were trained in both Fire and EMS, personnel shuffling was necessary and it had placed an additional burden on the County.  He added and it would be difficult to continue in the present situation unless the City of Live Oak provided additional funding to cover employee overtime required to staff three ambulances.
(Tape 1, Side 2)


County Coordinator Wooley added that the City’s Fire Committee would recommend to the City of Live Oak that additional funding be provided to continue to staff three ambulances.  He stated that there was a definite need for three ambulances, but it was up to the Board and Live Oak City Council to make the final decision regarding funding.  If the City of Live Oak did not appropriate additional funding at their next regular meeting later in December, the Board could not continue operating three ambulances.

Commissioner Poole asked what the three-ambulance setup was costing the City.  Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, discussed the situation in some detail, but did not have an exact amount, although he knew that it was more than $9,000 in overtime alone.  He added that it was costing the County overtime as well.

Commissioner Hatch asked what the result would be to the City if the Board withdrew from the joint participation agreement.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that he was not sure, but it would probably be substantial.  He added that in the last sixty days, there had been forty-three times in which all three ambulances were in simultaneous use.  He added the City’s position has been that EMS service is a county responsibility but there was no way that the County could continue operating three units without cooperation and financial assistance from the City of Live Oak.

Commissioner Poole asked if Mr. McDonald had been negotiating with the City of Live Oak, as the apparent difference of $40,000 between what the City was funding and what it was actually costing was a small price to pay for the third ambulance.  Mr. McDonald responded that the third ambulance was costing the County heavily, and already there had been some $35,000 of unbudgeted expenses since August 1.  He added that it was not his place to negotiate with the City.

Commissioner Udell asked if County Coordinator Wooley would be at the next regular City meeting to present the issue.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that he would be at the meeting.


Chairman Caruthers hoped that the City would at least provide funding over the holidays, which were historically busy times for EMS and Fire Services.


Commissioner Poole suggested an invitation to the City Council for a joint workshop to resolve the ambulance and fire issues.


Commissioner Hatch agreed with Commissioner Poole’s suggestion, adding that County Coordinator Wooley had done a wonderful job getting this far with the City.

Discussion ensued about the possibility of the City providing additional funding for ambulance service.


Commissioner Udell agreed that the Board should have a joint workshop with the City Council, adding that it appeared that the City Administrator had already made a decision to stop assisting the County.


Commissioner Maxwell stated that it would be impossible that all this could be accomplished before the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, and asked that County Coordinator Wooley attempt to convince the City to hold off on making a decision until after the New Year.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that three ambulances were necessary, and would support a workshop if the City was interested.  He added that as he understood the Board, he was being directed to keep three ambulances on-line through the holidays even if the City withdrew from the joint participation agreement for EMS and Fire Services.

Mr. McDonald stated that according to what he had heard today, the City Administrator had told the City’s personnel to stop assisting the County for Fire and EMS Services outside of the city limits until the December 23 City Council meeting.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that this was what he also understood as of today, but it was different than what he had been told just a few days before.  He stated that there was a lack of applicants to fill EMS and Fire positions for County and City positions, and this was taking a toll in overtime cost for both the City and County.

Commissioner Hatch reiterated that there had been forty-three times in the last sixty days in which all three ambulances had been in simultaneous use.


Mr. McDonald added that even with three units in service, there had been fifteen times when three ambulances were not sufficient during the past sixty days and calls for service went unanswered.

Commissioner Hatch asked from where the majority of calls had been made.  He suggested that the calls be researched to determine how many were within the city limits.  Mr. McDonald responded that he did not have specific figures, but historically 38% of EMS calls originated within the City of Live Oak.

Chairman Caruthers clarified that from now until the City of Live Oak met on December 23, the Board would be responsible for providing three ambulances apparently without City assistance.

Mr. T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report as his items were on the Agenda.
Mr. John D. “Danny” Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present but had submitted a written report.
Chairman Caruthers called a recess at 5:10 p.m.

December 16, 2003

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida

5:22 p.m.

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting back to order.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was to hear a report on revenue and expenditures for Fiscal Year 2002-2003 for the Building Department.

As Mr. Patrick Sura, Chief Building Inspector, was not present, Chairman Caruthers moved on to the next agenda item.  (It was later discussed prior to agenda item twenty-six).
The twenty-third item on the agenda was to hear a report regarding Suwannee American Cement Company.

Mr. Frank Darabi, Darabi and Associates, Inc., reported on the Suwannee American Cement plant as per the original permit and submitted a written report to the Deputy Clerk.  Mr. Darabi stated that the plant was in full compliance with Department of Environmental Protection standards.  He then responded to several written questions previously submitted by Mr. Jim Ward, Branford resident, concerning the plant.
Chairman Caruthers asked if the Suwannee American plant was in full production.  Mr. Darabi responded that it was now in full production.

Commissioner Udell asked how many people were employed by the plant.  Mr. Darabi responded that there were more than eighty people involved in the plant activities, plus further employees for the mining operation that supplies raw materials to the cement plant. Both of these operations were employing more than had originally been anticipated.
Chairman Caruthers returned to agenda item four.

The fourth item on the agenda was at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, consider final plat approval of the Blue Sky Farms Subdivision.

Commissioner Poole stated that he had worked on the site in question and would recuse himself if the County Attorney advised that it was prudent.
After further questioning by County Attorney Airth, it was determined that Commissioner Poole could abstain from voting on this issue.

Mr. Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated that this subdivision was approximately 178 acres in size, with a total of 17 lots.  Mr. Meeks stated that two culverts still needed to be placed on the property.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve (the final plat of the Blue Sky Farms Subdivision) subject to the two aforementioned culverts being installed.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried 4-0, with Commissioner Poole abstaining due to a conflict of interest.

The fifth item on the agenda was at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, consider preliminary plat approval of the Fields of McAlpin Phase Three Subdivision.

Mr. Meeks stated that there were 24 lots of approximately ten acres each, located near the town of McAlpin.  He added that culverts would be installed where needed.
Commissioner Hatch moved (to approve the preliminary plat of the Fields of McAlpin Phase Three Subdivision).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.
The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was to authorize the County Attorney to retain specialized legal counsel in accordance with his contract.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that there had been ongoing meetings with DEP concerning the leachate issue discussed earlier, and it was necessary to retain specialized legal counsel with environmental experience to continue discussions.
County Attorney Airth stated that Mr. Bill Burchfield, an attorney from Jacksonville, Florida who had previously worked on legal issues regarding the County’s landfill, was willing to work at his company’s standard government rate of $195 per hour.  His associate, Mr. Wayne Flowers, would likely be lead counsel and also work at $195 per hour.  Services will be on an as needed basis.
Commissioner Udell moved to retain specialized legal counsel.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was to approve a proposal by Frank Darabi, Darabi and Associates, Inc. for Department of Environmental Protection compliance regarding leachate.

Mr. Sikes stated that the leachate problem had been discussed in great detail already, and Mr. Darabi had prepared a proposal of costs required to adequately respond to DEP’s requests.  Since the submittal of the original proposal for $42,300, DEP had determined that another private well in the area where the leachate had been placed needed to be tested.  This would add to the proposed cost.
Mr. Darabi stated that there would be three additional wells to be tested, at a cost of no more than $5,000.  The maximum total amount without further authorization from the Board would therefore be $47,300.
Commissioner Maxwell asked for clarification on some of the abbreviations used in the proposal.  Mr. Darabi clarified the abbreviations for the public.
Commissioner Poole moved to approve (a proposal by Frank Darabi, Darabi and Associates, for Department of Environmental Protection compliance regarding leachate) of up to $47,300.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Mr. Sikes discussed concerns from DEP that Mr. Darabi was responding on the County’s behalf without the signature of the Chairman of the Board.  He suggested that the Board authorize Mr. Darabi to be the County’s agent in this matter.  Commissioner Hatch moved to amend the motion to have Mr. Darabi be designated as the County’s agent to deal with Department of Environmental Protection (D.E.P.) in the matter of leachate disposal.  Commissioner Udell seconded the amendment.  Discussion ensued on having representatives for the County for technical matters such as the leachate issue.  The motion to amend the motion carried unanimously.  The motion to approve the proposal by Frank Darabi for Department of Environmental Protection compliance regarding leachate, with Mr. Darabi being the designated Board agent, carried unanimously.
(Tape 2, Side 1).


Chairman Caruthers called a recess for supper, to return at 7:00 p.m.

December 16, 2003

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida

7:00 p.m.


Chairman Caruthers called the meeting back to order and moved to agenda items six through ten.

The sixth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could heard, hold a public hearing to consider budget amendments to the following funds for the Fiscal Year 2003 Budget, and adoption of a resolution if the amendments were approved:

a) General Revenue

b) Fine and Forfeiture

c) EMS County Awards Grant

d) Emergency Management

e) Law Education

f) Road and Bridge Construction and Paving

g) Local Housing (SHIP)

h) Renovation Debt Service

i) Renovation Construction
Clerk Dasher stated that this was the usual end-of-fiscal year balancing of the County’s books to account for unforeseen revenue and expenditures.

Chairman Caruthers opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Caruthers closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt [budget amendments to the following funds for the Fiscal Year 2003 Budget:  General Revenue; Fine and Forfeiture; EMS County Awards Grant; Emergency Management; Law Education; Road and Bridge Construction and Paving; Local Housing (SHIP); Renovation Debt Service; and Renovation Construction, and adoption of a resolution].  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2004-13)
The seventh item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider approval of an amendment to the Fiscal Year 2004 Renovation Construction Budget, and adoption of a resolution if the amendment was approved.

Clerk Dasher stated that the reason for the amendment was to provide for the purchase of the former Mastec Building.  After questioning, Clerk Dasher stated that the funds would come from the SunTrust Loan money that the county had borrowed several years ago for capital improvements.

Chairman Caruthers opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Caruthers closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Poole moved (to approve an amendment to the Fiscal Year 2004 Renovation Construction Budget, and adoption of a resolution if the amendment is approved).  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and after clarification that only approximately $87,000 remained from the SunTrust Loan money for renovations to the former Mastec Building, the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2004-14)
The eighth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution expressing the Board’s intent to use the uniform method of collecting and enforcing non-ad valorem assessments of 113thRoad/122nd Terrace/122nd Trail Municipal Services Benefit Unit.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that this was the first of three items discussing the method of collection of assessments for various road improvements.

Chairman Caruthers opened the floor to public comments.

Mr. Alonzo Harris, a resident of the area under discussion (Wishing Well Subdivision), submitted a written report on how the landowners wished to proceed.  A vote by the landowners showed that 75% had agreed to a split payment plan, with 60% of the costs to be evenly distributed by lot, with the remaining 40% to be based upon road frontage.

Mr. James Williams, the largest property owner adjacent to the roads, stated that he had agreed to pay up to $2,400 for the road improvements.  He added that he disagreed with the majority of landowners in the subdivision on how to split the expenses, as he would be paying some $5,700 according to the favored proposal.
Commissioner Poole asked when Mr. Williams purchased his property.  Mr. Williams responded that he had purchased the property about four years ago.

Commissioner Udell asked if the road would benefit Mr. Williams’ property.  Mr. Williams responded that he already had paved road frontage on one end of his property, and had no need for the other roads to be paved.

Commissioner Udell asked if Mr. Williams would develop a subdivision on his property if the roads in question were paved.  Mr. Williams responded that he had no intention to subdivide the property, as he was a cattleman and farmer and his property in question was planted with pine trees.  
Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Williams how long his road frontage was.  Mr. Williams responded that he had approximately 2,400 feet of road frontage.

Commissioner Hatch stated that it appeared that Mr. Williams would get a bargain value as he would only be paying $2 per foot if he had to pay $5,700, which was far less than the $60 per foot Commissioner Hatch had been quoted by the Department of Transportation when he had looked into paving his road in the recent past.

County Attorney Airth stated that the purpose of tonight’s meeting was to determine if it was the Board’s intent to collect assessments under the Uniform Method of  Collection, not to determine how much each individual owner would pay.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that he had hoped for 100% cooperation from the landowners, but the fact that the vast majority of the landowners had been attempting to have their road paved for at least five years told him that it would be in the best interests of the County approve the Uniform Method of Collection.
Commissioner Hatch asked County Attorney Airth about the window of opportunity for approving the Uniform Method of Collection.  County Attorney Airth responded that the Board must approve their intent to use the Uniform Method of Collection by the end of this calendar year, or else wait another full year to begin collecting revenue.
Commissioner Udell asked for a show of hands of those present who were in favor of the paving and assessments.  (Many hands were raised).  Commissioner Udell asked a show of hands of those who were opposed to the paving and assessments.  (Mr. Williams was the only person to raise his hand).

Mr. Richard Marable stated that the landowners had been pursuing paving for some ten years, and wished that it be completed.

There being no further comments, Chairman Caruthers closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt (a resolution expressing the Board’s intent to use the uniform method of collecting and enforcing non-ad valorem assessments of the 113thRoad/122nd Terrace/122nd Trail Municipal Services Benefit Unit).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2004-16)
The ninth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution expressing the Board’s intent to use the uniform method of collecting and enforcing non-ad valorem assessments of the 139th Drive/78th Street/76th Terrace Municipal Services Benefit Unit.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the purpose of the hearing tonight, like the other MSBU issues, was simply to determine if the public and Board wished to pursue uniform collection for this road improvement project.  He added that there had been some discussion as to exactly which roads would be included, and it would be determined by what the landowners present said tonight.

Chairman Caruthers opened the floor to public comments.
Mrs. Cheryl Riley, spokesperson for the area in question (Live Oak Ranchettes), stated that the Board should exclude 139th Drive from the proposed MSBU because of a lack of interest in paving from the owners living in that area.  She added that the other landowners had been attempting to have these roads paved for some fifteen years.
Commissioner Udell asked County Attorney Airth if the County was obligated to pave the roads immediately after approval of the MSBU.  County Attorney Airth responded that the Board did not need to immediately begin work on the project, merely insure that all funds collected by the MSBU would be used on the project once it was begun.
Chairman Caruthers stated that it would be impossible to begin construction before the 2004-2005 Fiscal Year.

Commissioner Hatch asked what percentage of landowners was in favor of the paving project.  A written report was submitted that showed that 83% of the citizens were in favor of the project, 17% were opposed, and there was no response from nine landowners.

Commissioner Udell asked by show of hand how many residents were opposed to the paving project.  (Five hands were raised).  Commissioner Udell then asked by show of hands how many were in favor of the paving.  (Many hands were raised).
Mr. Curtis Morgan, a resident of the area in question since 1987, stated that the roads were in horrible condition, and asked that the Board adopt their intent to collect funds for the paving project.  He discussed the problem with the current limerock and dirt roads.

Mrs. Sharon Capps stated that she and her husband Ronnie were in favor of the paving, mainly due to the condition of the roads when either wet or dry.

Mr. Calvin Johnson stated that the roads were in bad condition, and the conditions were detrimental to vehicles, homes, and equipment.
Mr. Walter Lee stated that his family was opposed to the paving because of the expense to the individual landowners.  He added that his family had moved to the neighborhood because of the way it was, unpaved, and his family had been satisfied with the road.
Commissioner Hatch asked the total length of the roads.  Ms. Riley responded that the total length to be paved was approximately one mile.

Ms. Wolverine Russell stated that she had lived in the area since 1981, and the roads needed paving.  She stated that she was tired of the dust and water problems caused by the roads in the area.
Discussion ensued on the fact that water drainage problems would not be fixed by the paving.

Mr. Paul Carter stated that he had lived in the area for nearly twenty-two years, and he had no problem with the road’s current condition as long as limerock was used.
Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Carter what kind of vehicle he drove.  Mr. Carter responded that he had a pickup truck and a station wagon, and neither one had been damaged due to the condition of the roads.

Ms. Doris Chauncey stated that she was against paving the roads, as she had moved to the area because she liked the rural setting.  She added that her vehicles were in fine shape.
Ms. Patsy Morgan stated that she wished to have the road paved, as she was tired of calling the County to fix constant dust and water problems.
Ms. Jean Adler stated that she had lived in the area since 1981, and liked the road as it was because of its rural setting which kept many people from driving on it.  She added that between her and her brother, they owned fifteen acres in the area, and wished to be able to stay in a quiet area without the threat of people racing up and down a paved road as happened elsewhere.
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Commissioner Poole asked for clarification as to where Ms. Adler lived.  She showed her location on the provided maps.

Ms. Helda Shepherd stated that she was in favor of paving 76th Terrace, which she lived on.  She stated that for those landowners who lived close to the road (including her), it was very hard to live with the constant dust and mud.  She asked if it would be possible to make a single, one-time payment if the MSBU was passed.  Chairman Caruthers responded that there was the option to pay everything up front.

Ms. Shepherd asked if the landowners had to pay up front before the road was paved.  Chairman Caruthers responded that assessments would probably begin the year before the road was paved, but it was not necessary for all funds to be paid up front.


Ms. Shepherd stated that she would rather pay everything up front to save the hassle later.

Mr. Jim Smith stated that he and his wife had lived in the area for about two years, and because of rains and droughts the roads were in very bad condition.  He asked that the roads be paved.
Mr. Lee again addressed the Board and stated that everyone who had purchased properties in the area had known that they would be living on a dirt road, and if they did not like it, they had the option to live somewhere else.
Mr. Morgan stated that he had lived on a dirt road for many years, and everyone wanted improvements to their properties.
Ms. Cindy Barker stated that she had just moved to Florida from Indiana, and had known nothing of dirt roads before now.  She stated that she was in favor of paving the roads.

There being no further public comments, Chairman Caruthers closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell asked if Chairman Caruthers was in favor of the paving (as it was in his district).  Chairman Caruthers responded that although he had reservations about the project, he would go along with the majority of the landowners.

Commissioner Hatch clarified that paving would be done only if the Board had sufficient funds, and it would be Fiscal Year 2004-2005 at the earliest before the roads were paved.

Commissioner Udell stated that all of these MSBUs being discussed would be contingent upon funding availability.

Commissioner Udell moved (to adopt a resolution expressing the Board’s intent to use the uniform method of collecting and enforcing non-ad valorem assessments of 78th Street/76th Terrace Municipal Services Benefit Unit).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2004-15)
Chairman Caruthers called a recess at 7:53 p.m.

December 16, 2003

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida

8:10 p.m.

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting back to order.

The tenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution expressing the Board’s intent to use the uniform method of collecting and enforcing non-ad valorem assessments of the 133rd Lane Municipal Services Benefit Unit

County Coordinator Wooley stated that this again was to determine if the Board wished to pursue an MSBU through the Uniform Method of Collection, not who would pay what portion.

Commissioner Hatch asked how long the road in question was.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that the road was less than half a mile long, and actually closer to one quarter of a mile.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the landowners had almost unanimously agreed to pay the cost up front, but it was necessary to hold this public hearing to allow the MSBU process to continue.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that his daughter lived on the road, and he must recuse himself from voting.

Commissioner Udell asked Commissioner Maxwell if he was in favor of the project.  Commissioner Maxwell responded that he was in favor of the project, but could not vote due to a conflict of interest.

Commissioner Poole asked if it would be possible to pave this road as part of the CR 136 road paving project.  Chairman Caruthers responded that it was hoped that the road could be paved in conjunction with the CR 136 road paving project, but would not know until work actually began.

County Attorney Airth stated that the Board could collect an assessment either before, during, or after a MSBU project was completed.

Commissioner Hatch stated that if this road was paved in the current fiscal year, funding would probably not be available unless the landowners paid up front as there is no funding budgeted for it.

Commissioner Poole suggested that the Board pave the road as part of the CR 136 road paving project, as it would only cost approximately $17,000.

County Attorney Airth reminded the Board that the issue up for discussion was to determine if it was the Board’s intent to use Uniform Method of Collection, not how much the potential paving would cost.

Chairman Caruthers opened the floor to public comments.
Chairman Caruthers spoke on behalf of Ms. Angie Hester, a resident of 133rd Lane, stating that she had worked with the property owners to get their consent on the project.

Ms. Barbara Gill, a resident of the Wishing Well Subdivision whose project was discussed earlier, stated that if the Board was going to have trouble finding money to pave her road this year, there should also be trouble with having sufficient funding available to pave 133rd Lane.

Commissioner Udell stated that these citizens involved in MSBUs were not waiting for gas taxes to be spent, and wanted to have their roads improved using their own money.  He suggested that the County should accede to their wishes, as it was saving other taxpayers thousands of dollars.
There being no further public comments, Chairman Caruthers closed the floor to public comments.
County Attorney Airth stated that the purpose of the hearing was to determine if it was the Board’s intent to consider adopting Uniform Method of Collection, not actually to approve the MSBU.

Commissioner Udell asked whose district the property was in.  Chairman Caruthers responded that it was in his district.

Commissioner Udell moved (to adopt a resolution expressing the Board’s intent to use the uniform method of collecting and enforcing non-ad valorem assessments of 133rd Lane Municipal Services Benefit Unit).  The motion died for lack of a second.
Chairman Caruthers passed the gavel to Vice-Chairman Maxwell.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to adopt a resolution expressing the Board’s intent to use the uniform method of collecting and enforcing non-ad valorem assessments of 133rd Lane Municipal Services Benefit Unit).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried 4-0, with Vice-Chairman Maxwell abstaining due to a conflict of interest.  (See Resolution No. 2004-17)
Vice-Chairman Maxwell returned the gavel to Chairman Caruthers.

Chairman Caruthers returned to public comments Agenda Item number nineteen.

Mr. George Fuller asked what Florida Statute allowed the Board to pass an MSBU even if there was not unanimous consensus from the property owners to improve the road.  County Attorney Airth responded that it was found in Florida Statutes Chapter 197.
Mr. Fuller discussed MSBUs and his questions regarding the legality of improving properties in this manner if there was not a unanimous consensus.  He asked that if the law concerning MSBUs was overturned, would the County be liable for past expenses.  Chairman Caruthers responded that the MSBUs discussed tonight were for roads in subdivisions that would not be paved otherwise, as they were a low priority for the general population.
County Attorney Airth stated that MSBUs were created to provide municipal services in non-municipal areas, and included garbage collection and solid waste disposal along with roads and various other projects.  He added that they had been around for a long time, and it was highly unlikely that they would ever be overturned.
Commissioner Udell stated that the MSBUs discussed tonight had been brought to the Board by citizens who wished to have their roads paved.

Mrs. Darla Butler, a resident of 113th Street, reminded the Board of the continuing problems associated with past illegal dumping in her area.  She asked the Board for continued support in cleaning up the area, and added that there had been little contact from the Department of Environmental Protection and other related departments other than some water testing.  Mrs. Butler stated that she was sure that DEP and other departments were doing their job, but wished to be kept in touch with the progress.
Mrs. Cindy Kirby, a resident of 113th Street, thanked the Board for any support on cleaning up the area and asked for their continued support.

Mr. Darrell Fite, a resident of the 113th Street area, stated that he continued to have problems with bad water, especially of black and slimy water, although DEP and the Health Department said that nothing was wrong.
Commissioner Poole asked if Mr. Fite had sent a water sample to DEP for testing.  Mr. Fite responded that he had sent off the black water for testing, and it had been determined that there was nothing in it.

Mr. Fite stated that he had lived there for many years, and it was only within the last year that he had begun having water problems.  He added that he would assist County Coordinator Wooley in handing out water donated to the County if so needed.

Commissioner Udell suggested that Mr. Fite contact a television station in Tallahassee to show them the water problems in the 113th Street area.
Ms. Cindy Ewing, a resident of 113th Street, stated that there had been comments in past meetings that the properties in the area were not worth anything because of the water problems.  She asked what her taxes would be for the upcoming year if this were true.  Chairman Caruthers responded that Ms. Ewing would have to discuss the issue with the Property Appraiser.

Commissioner Poole suggested that the Board’s new grant-writing company, Summit Professional Services, be used to write grants for a water system from either the Florida Sheriff’s Boys Ranch or the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park to assist the 113th Street residents.
Mrs. Butler stated that this issue had been ongoing for several years, and meanwhile the citizens continued to be harmed by the contaminated water.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Board was in full support of cleaning up 113th Street, but the Board was not in charge of the situation, DEP was.

Mrs. Butler stated that because of all the problems with the water around 113th Street, the water samples had been submitted to a testing lab in New York, and as of yet there had been no final report available from D.E.P.  She stated that a resolution needed to be found to the problem, as the citizens needed to continue with their lives.
Commissioner Hatch asked if there would be any way the Board could make a motion to request DEP to submit all testing information to the Board, at which time they would forward the information to the citizens.  County Attorney Airth responded that information requests should be possible under Public Records laws.

Chairman Caruthers stated that at one point, he had been sent carbon copies of all reports on the ongoing investigation, but this had since ceased.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the Board had already annoyed DEP because of this project, and information was no longer forthcoming.

Mrs. Butler stated that DEP had been committed to the project over a year ago, but since then it appeared little had been done.

Commissioner Poole recommended that the Board look at removing the contaminants, then resolve the water issue.  He suggested that Summit Professional Services be utilized to write applications for grants to clean up the 113th Street area.
Discussion ensued on health concerns in the 113th Street area.

Commissioner Udell stated that Commissioner Poole had already suggested that the County’s grant writing company, Summit Professional Services, be used to seek grants to provide clean water for the citizens.

Chairman Caruthers returned to agenda item twenty-two.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was to hear a report on revenue and expenditures for Fiscal Year 2002-2003 for the Building Department.

Mr. Patrick Sura, Chief Building Inspector, stated that expenses for Fiscal Year 2002-2003 for his department were $200,627.33, with revenues of $317,558.35 for the same period.

Commissioner Poole asked if Mr. Sura had been able to hire a new building inspector yet.  Mr. Sura responded that applications had been opened today.

Commissioner Udell asked if there would be an increase in revenues over the past year.  Mr. Sura responded that he would not know, and then discussed historical tendencies for growth.
Chairman Caruthers stated that if the Building Department continued to bring in such a large amount of revenues compared to expenses, it may be wise to reduce permit fees.

Chairman Caruthers moved to agenda item thirty-three.

The thirty-third item on the agenda was to request the County Attorney to prepare a closing on the Sperring property.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the Board had an agreement with Mr. Sperring to use the property on which the Jail’s retention pond was located, but Mr. Sperring was never compensated or a deed executed.
Mr. Sperring is wishing to finalize the exchange and get paid.

County Attorney Airth asked Mr. Sperring if he had received an environmental release for the property.  Mr. Sperring responded that he had not yet received an environmental release.  He added that if the property was purchased by the County and environmental problems were found, he will still be responsible to D.E.P. for the cleanup.

County Attorney Airth stated that if DEP would allow the County to purchase the property with Mr. Sperring’s stipulation that he would be responsible for cleanup costs, the Board should continue with the acquisition of the property.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that there had been environmental problems with the property between Mr. Sperring and the Courthouse that would not require County funds to clean up, and suggested that the Board proceed with acquiring the Sperring property.

Discussion ensued on problems associated with the Sperring property’s environmental audit.

Commissioner Poole stated that he had no problem with acquiring the property if DEP would allow the purchase without an environmental audit, especially if Mr. Sperring was still liable for the contamination problems.

County Attorney Airth agreed to meet with Mr. Sperring to discuss the situation further and work out the details for exchange and payment.
The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was to discuss acceptance of private roads for County maintenance.

Mr. Sikes suggested that because it was so late already, that this item be discussed at another meeting.

Commissioner Udell moved to table the issue until the next regular meeting.  Commissioner Poole seconded. Mr. Sikes reminded the Board that the reason it was on the agenda was because the Board had previously requested he research the issue and make a report.  The motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was to waive a $650 filing fee for a special permit application for a zoning request change for a solid waste collections site at Suwannee Springs.

Commissioner Hatch moved (to waive a $650 filing fee for a special permit application for a zoning request change for a solid waste collections site at Suwannee Springs).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was to award a bid for runway side reflectors at the Airport.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2003-19)  (Bid opening was held at the December 2, 2003 Board meeting).

Mr. Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, asked that the Board award the bid to Valley Illuminators for $4,038, including the cost of the base pipe.

Commissioner Udell moved (to award a bid for runway side reflectors at the Airport to Valley Illuminators in the amount of $4,038, including the cost of the base pipe).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was to approve Supplemental Agreement No. 03-03 with Earth Tech, Inc. (formerly ICF Kaiser) for consulting engineering services on the 11-Unit T-Hangar and Infrastructure at the Airport.
Mr. Robinson stated that this was a supplemental agreement for engineering services.

Commissioner Hatch moved [to approve Supplemental Agreement No. 03-03 with Earth Tech, Inc. (formerly ICF Kaiser) for consulting engineering services on the 11-Unit T-Hangar and Infrastructure at the Airport].  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2004-23)

Chairman Caruthers called a recess at 9:07 p.m.
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Chairman Caruthers called the meeting back to order.

The thirtieth item on the agenda was to approve an amendment with TECO Energy Services, Inc. to include Special Conditions of the Owner/Contractor Agreement required by the Historic Preservation Grant Award Agreement.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that this amendment was required by the State.

Commissioner Hatch moved (to approve an amendment with TECO Energy Services, Inc. to include Special Conditions of the Owner/Contractor Agreement required by the Historic Preservation Grant Award Agreement).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-14 as supplemented)
The thirty-first item on the agenda was to approve an agreement with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for preparation by the Council of a revised Local Mitigation Strategy Assistance document.
County Coordinator Wooley stated that this agreement had been modified and needed approval.

Commissioner Poole moved (to approve an agreement with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for preparation by the Council of a revised Local Mitigation Strategy Assistance document).  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2004-03)
The thirty-second item on the agenda was to approve the Hazardous Waste Monitoring Agreement with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that this item had been discussed during the budget process.

Commissioner Poole moved (to approve the Hazardous Waste Monitoring Agreement with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council).  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and after explanation of the agreement and how prior surveys might be of use to the benefit of 113th Street residents, the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2004-04)

The thirty-third item on the agenda was to request the County Attorney to prepare a closing on the Sperring property.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item twenty-five.

The thirty-fourth item on the agenda was to consider modifications to an interlocal agreement with the Town of Branford, City of Live Oak, and Suwannee County School Board for planning of school facilities.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that several items of contention had been discussed with the School Board, one of the major contentions being that the School Board had demanded a vote on the planning and zoning boards.  Subsequently, the School Board had dropped the request to be a voting member of the planning and zoning boards.  County Coordinator Wooley stated that the School Board would be voting on the amended interlocal agreement at their regular meeting tonight, and it appeared that all parties were now in agreement.

County Attorney Airth discussed some of the specifics of the revised agreement.

After questioning, Deputy Clerk Tyson stated that the original agreement had not been assigned an agreement number because it had not been fully executed by the other parties.

Commissioner Hatch moved to repeal last month’s action to approve an interlocal agreement with the Town of Branford, City of Live Oak, and the Suwannee County School Board for planning of school facilities.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch moved (to approve an amended interlocal agreement with the Town of Branford, City of Live Oak, and Suwannee County School Board for planning of school facilities).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Agreement No. Pending)
The thirty-fifth item on the agenda was to approve a Drivers’ Education Safety Trust Fund Agreement with the Suwannee County School Board.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the agreement required that expenditures be brought before the Board.  He added that revenues currently were approximately $3,000 per quarter.

Commissioner Udell moved (to approve a Drivers’ Education Safety Trust Fund Agreement with the Suwannee County School Board).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2004-22)
The thirty-sixth item on the agenda was to set a workshop regarding Municipal Services Benefit Units (MSBUs) for Thursday, January 22, 2004 from 9:00 a.m. until noon at Live Oak City Hall.

Commissioner Poole stated that he would be out of town that day.

Discussion ensued on alternate dates for holding the workshop.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that it might be necessary to hold more than one workshop to discuss the various issues involved with MSBUs.

Commissioner Poole moved [to tentatively set a workshop regarding Municipal Services Benefit Units (MSBUs) for Tuesday, January 20, 2004 from 1:00 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. at Live Oak City Hall, with the alternative site to be the Library].  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-seventh item on the agenda was committee appointments for 2004.

Chairman Caruthers asked if the commissioners were happy with their assignments.

The Board was agreeable to Chairman Caruthers’ committee assignments.

Commissioner Hatch discussed his appointment to an IFAS committee which plans to visit Costa Rica and study their Ecotourism industry and exchange ideas.
Chairman Caruthers appointed the committees as submitted.

The thirty-eighth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.

There were none.

The thirty-ninth item on the agenda was Board members’ inquiries, requests, and comments.

Commissioner Maxwell discussed costs to repair the County’s old fire truck.  He stated that the Public Works Department had advised him that with only about $15,000 in repair expenses, the fire truck will again be usable and reliable. He added that if the County did not wish to repair the fire truck, there were companies willing to buy it.  He stated that they would resell it for around $70,000.
Commissioner Hatch understood that the fire pumper truck the County purchased approximately two years ago was being used by the volunteer fire departments.  Mr. Wooley responded that this was correct and the Dowling Park Volunteer Fire Department currently has that fire truck.
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County Coordinator Wooley stated the County fire truck recently removed from service was not dependable, and it was up to the Board to determine what to do with the vehicle.  He recommended that the Board use the vehicle as a backup to the new fire truck, with the volunteer fire departments to have access to it otherwise.

Commissioner Maxwell asked if the new fast response pumper truck was being used to respond to most of the calls for service.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that the new fast response truck was responding to most calls.  The new fire engine was only being dispatched on structure fires and was not being driven on non essential trips such as meals.  
Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  A question was asked about leachate by members of the audience.  Chairman Caruthers gave a brief overview of the agenda item and what had occurred with the County leachate issue for the public who had not been present during the original discussion.  Commissioner Hatch added information to the discussion, explaining another situation in Branford regarding large scale sewage disposal in more detail.  Mrs. Butler stated for the record that the same people at the Department of Environmental Protection who were reviewing contamination around 113th Street were the ones who had approved the permit for the company in Branford that was improperly spreading sewage waste.  Discussion continued on solid waste sewage disposal.  County Coordinator Wooley reminded the Board that Governor Jeb Bush would be in Lafayette County this Friday.  The motion to adjourn carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Caruthers adjourned the meeting at 9:52 p.m.
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