Book 38, Page 63
November 17, 2003

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.


Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m. and led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

A. The Board may add other items to this agenda at the beginning of the meeting.
B. At 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be considered, open proposals for administration and engineering services for Community Development Block Grants and other related programs.

C. Lunch break – approximately Noon until 1:00 p.m.

Chairman Hatch stepped to the public podium to thank several individuals within County government for their assistance during his tenure as Chairman of the Board:  Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager Donald Robinson, Director of Libraries John D. “Danny” Hales, Jr., Recreation Director Greg Scott, Public Works Director Jerry Sikes, Executive Administrative Assistant to the Board Elaine Robinson, and County Coordinator Johnny Wooley.  He then gave each a certificate showing his appreciation for their assistance.
The first item to discuss was to hold elections for chairman and vice-chairman for 2004.

Commissioner Poole moved to nominate Commissioner Caruthers for chairman.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers, as in previous years, suggested that Commissioner Udell be chairman.  Commissioner Udell refused to accept the nomination, adding that he would rather serve as a member of the Board with the ability to make and second motions.  The motion that Commissioner Caruthers become chairman carried unanimously.
Outgoing Chairman Hatch passed the gavel to incoming Chairman Caruthers.

Chairman Caruthers thanked Commissioner Hatch for his service as chairman and stated his appreciation for the chance to serve the public as chairman.
Commissioner Udell moved to nominate Commissioner Maxwell as vice-chairman.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items on the agenda were consent items:

The first item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoice batch numbers 2004-0064 through 2004-0092, for a total of $968,204.03
	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  11/17/03
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $                525,459.77 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPITAL PROJECTS
	 $                             -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                  21,039.04 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                   2,688.28 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                  12,755.17 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                             -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                             -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                151,497.79 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                             -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   6,031.88 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                             -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                   5,000.00 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $                  90,563.38 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                  62,993.91 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                  12,445.54 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                  16,766.76 

	251
	RENNOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                             -   

	351
	RENNOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                             -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                  22,464.42 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                  38,498.09 

	
	 
	   

	
	 BATCHES 2004/0064-0092

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $       968,204.03 


The second item on the agenda was to approve a Satisfaction of Mortgage for S.H.I.P. clients Audrey Faucher and John W. Hulen.  (See Agreement No. 2004-13)
The third item on the agenda was to approve payment of Periodic Estimate No. 3 in the amount of $64,066.50 to Rowe Drilling Company, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water Project.  (CDBG Funds)

The fourth item on the agenda was to approve payment of Invoice No. S-541308 in the amount of $30,691.80 to Caldwell Tanks, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water Project.  (CDBG Funds)

The fifth item on the agenda was to approve payment of Invoice No. 16 in the amount of $6,300.00 to William Bishop Consulting Engineers, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water Project.  (CDBG Funds)
Commissioner Poole moved to approve the aforementioned consent items.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items on the agenda were General Business items:

The sixth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 20, Emergency Agenda Items.

There were no items to be added to the agenda.
The seventh item on the agenda was to approve minutes of the following meetings:  October 7, 2003 Regular Meeting; October 21, 2003 Workshop; October 21, 2003 Regular Meeting; and November 4, 2003 Regular Meeting.

Commissioner Hatch noted that the pages referenced as 59 and 60 were out of order.
Chairman Caruthers noted that on the page referenced as 58, Item B should read 147th, not 127th.  He also noted that on page 89, “without Board approval” should be clarified to read that the Madison County Board of County Commissioners had approved raising their departmental spending cap without requiring additional Board approval to $8,000.

After research, Deputy Clerk Musgrove made the suggested changes.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve the minutes as amended.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighth item on the agenda was for a Representative from the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court to present a report.

Clerk of Circuit Court Kenneth Dasher congratulated Chairman Caruthers for his election as chairman.  He then discussed the bids for interest rates to acquire a loan for a new fire truck:  First Federal was 2.74%, Capital City was 2.75%, CNB was 2.95% plus a $100 bank fee, and there was no bid from Bank of America (which referred the Clerk to another institution).  Clerk Dasher stated that he was still awaiting bids for the Board’s line of credit.

Commissioner Poole asked how these new interest rates compared to the original interest rate proposal for the fire truck.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that the new bid rates were lower.
Commissioner Hatch stated that Clerk Dasher held staff meetings on Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. and had allowed him, as chairman, to attend.  Commissioner Hatch suggested that Chairman Caruthers attend these meetings, as they were very informative and helped establish a bond between the Clerk’s Office and County Offices.

Clerk Dasher stated that he also held meetings on Monday mornings if Chairman Caruthers was so inclined to meet then.  Clerk Dasher added that the meetings were very informative to the Clerk’s Office as well, because it allowed better communication between the various offices.
The ninth item on the agenda was Staff Reports:

Mr. John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had nothing to report, but bragged upon former Chairman Hatch for his work in the legislative process.  He added that because of former Chairman Hatch’s efforts, large counties were realizing that small counties had much to offer.
Chairman Caruthers stated that the upcoming year would be a crucial one for the Florida Association of Counties, as small counties would determine if they would continue to be represented by the FAC or break free to be represented by a small county coalition.
Chairman Caruthers asked how the new purchasing policy adopted by the Board at the last meeting was coming.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that there was still some work to be done on it.

Mr. T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.
Mr. John D. “Danny” Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a written staff report.  He stated that it was a pleasure to work with former Chairman Hatch, and that each successive chairman was better than the one from the year before.
Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, congratulated Chairman Caruthers on his election to chairman and former Chairman Hatch for his work in the past year as chairman.
Mr. Donald T. Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated upon the request of the Board, he had been investigating the possibility of placing a fence around Staples Park to reduce incursions onto the property.  He suggested that the Board clear a 10-foot perimeter around Staples Park to allow the fence, which would cost approximately $4,500 plus labor.  He suggested using the Sheriff’s Work Crew to help with the labor.  Mr. Robinson added that part of the fence would go through a creek bed, and the Board may need a permit from the Suwannee River Water Management District or else put the fence on the bank of the County’s portion of the creek.
The tenth item on the agenda was public concerns and comments.

Mr. Ivie Fowler congratulated Chairman Caruthers for his election as chairman, then discussed the landfill and solid waste assessments.  Mr. Fowler believed that the solid waste assessments should be lower for Suwannee County citizens, as Lafayette County, City of Mayo, and the City of Lake City among others were paying less to bring their solid waste to Suwannee County’s transfer station.  Mr. Fowler stated that Commissioner Caruthers had tried to have the assessment lowered, and there had also been problems with outside entities vying for transferring waste.  He then added that the local citizens were paying solid waste assessments for items that had nothing to do with solid waste.  Mr. Fowler also discussed leachate removal from the Landfill in violation of the permit and suggested asking Mr. Howard who hired him to transport leachate.
Mr. George Fuller asked about Staples Park and providing a fence for the park.  He believed that discussion had been held about having a fund already set up for a fence.  Chairman Caruthers responded that there was a Staples Park account which was drawing interest.

Mr. Fuller stated that if the Board wished to have fences put up at all County parks, it would put a financial strain on the Recreation Department.

Mr. Jim Ward stated that he was awaiting photographs and asked to discuss his comments later in the meeting.

The Board agreed to return to public concerns and comments later in the meeting.

The eleventh item on the agenda was to approve a Grant-in-Aid Agreement for Costs Incurred for Attorney Representation in Dependency Cases.

Ms. Nancy Nydam, Court Administrator, stated that this was the routine agreement between the Court Administrator’s Office and the various counties, and the amount was determined by the number of cases per year.
Commissioner Hatch moved (to approve a Grant-in-Aid Agreement with the Justice Administration Commission for Costs Incurred for Attorney Representation in Dependency Cases).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and after clarification that the money came from the State, the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2004-?? pending)
The twelfth item on the agenda was to approve a Drivers’ Education Safety Trust Fund Agreement with the Suwannee County School Board.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the Board had approved the fund, but now needed to adopt the agreement.
Commissioner Hatch moved (to approve a Drivers’ Education Safety Trust Fund Agreement with the Suwannee County School Board).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2004-22)
The thirteenth item on the agenda was to approve closing on property owned by the Skierski Family.

Chairman Caruthers recused himself, as he had business dealings with the Skierski Family.  He therefore handed the gavel to Vice-Chairman Maxwell.
County Attorney Airth stated that the Board was waiting for a written environmental report on the property, but the verbal report had concluded that there were no hazardous materials.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve closing on property owned by the Skierski Family subject to receiving the written environmental report.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried 4-0, with Chairman Caruthers abstaining due to a conflict of interests.

Vice Chairman Maxwell returned the gavel to Chairman Caruthers.
Chairman Caruthers called a recess at 9:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting back to order and moved to agenda item B.
B. At 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be considered, open proposals for administration and engineering services for Community Development Block Grants and other related programs.

Mrs. Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, opened three bids.

The first bid was from Summit Professional Services, Inc. of Tallahassee.  Their bid was for a fee of 7.5% of $750,000 block grants, with additional fees and options for different services.
The second bid was from George and Hutchenson Services of Tallahassee.  Their bid did not have specific costs, but it did state that they would work within the grant funding.
The third bid was from Jones, Edmonds, and Associates of Gainesville; when opened, however, it was determined that the bid was from Darabi and Associates.  Their bid did not have specific costs.
Commissioner Hatch stated that there was a form within the Board’s packet that the Board would use to rank the bids and suggested handing out copies of the bids for review.

Deputy Clerk Tyson stated that he thought there was one more bid submitted several weeks ago, but the Clerk’s Administrative staff had moved several times since it had been submitted due to renovations at the Courthouse.  He stated that he would leave the meeting to look for the bid.

Commissioner Udell moved to table the issue until Deputy Clerk Tyson had a chance to look for another possible bid.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.
The fourteenth item on the agenda was for Frank Darabi, Darabi and Associates, Inc., to address the Board regarding environmental cleanup at the Public Works Department.

Mr. Sikes asked that the Board skip this issue and the next two until he and Mr. Darabi had a chance to speak.
(This item was discussed after agenda item nineteen).

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to approve a contract for construction of 77th Trace.

(This item was discussed after agenda item nineteen).
The sixteenth item on the agenda was to approve an interlocal agreement for solid waste with Gilchrist County.

(This item was discussed after agenda item nineteen).

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to approve the preliminary plat of the Rolling Oaks Subdivision.

Mr. Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated that the proposed plat would have six stem lots and would be off 200th Street and 49th Road.
Discussion ensued as to whether one of the nearby roads was paved or not.
Commissioner Udell asked County Attorney Airth if he had found anything on the plat out of compliance with the County’s regulations.  County Attorney Airth responded that he had not.

Commissioner Udell moved (to approve the preliminary plat of the Rolling Oaks Subdivision).  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and after Commissioner Poole noted that Lot 10 did not seem to have an adequate easement but was still in compliance, the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was to approve the preliminary plat of the Stonewall Heights Phase Two Subdivision.

Mr. Meeks stated that the proposed plat consisted of approximately 194.8 acres with nineteen lots, each of about ten acres.  The proposed subdivision lies off 144th Street.
Commissioner Poole recused himself because he may do some work for the developers.
Commissioner Udell asked if County Attorney Airth had found any problems with the plat.  County Attorney Airth responded that he had not.

Commissioner Udell moved (to approve the preliminary plat of the Stonewall Heights Phase Two Subdivision).  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously 4-0, with Commissioner Poole abstaining due to a conflict of interest.
The nineteenth item on the agenda was to approve the preliminary plat of the Fields of McAlpin Phase Two Subdivision.

Commissioner Poole recused himself because he may do some work for the developers.

Mr. Meeks stated that the proposed subdivision lies off 125th Road and 176th Street, with some stem lots.  It contained 14 lots of approximately ten acres each.
Commissioner Hatch asked County Attorney Airth if he had found any problems with the plat.  County Attorney Airth responded that there were not.
Commissioner Hatch moved (to approve the preliminary plat of the Fields of McAlpin Phase Two Subdivision).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously 4-0, with Commissioner Poole abstaining due to a conflict of interest.
As Deputy Clerk Tyson had returned to the meeting with another bid for CDBG grant administrators, Chairman Caruthers returned to Item B.

B. At 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be considered, open proposals for administration and engineering services for Community Development Block Grants and other related programs.

Mrs. Mixon returned to the podium to open the fourth bid.
The fourth bid was from Community Programs Consulting, Inc. of Live Oak, Dick Edwards, President.  Mrs. Mixon stated that the bid had lists of various prices and fees.
Mrs. Mixon stated that she would make copies of the four bids for the Board so they could rank them at the next regular meeting.

Chairman Caruthers returned to agenda item fourteen through sixteen.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was for Frank Darabi, Darabi and Associates, Inc., to address the Board regarding environmental cleanup at the Public Works Department.

Mr. Darabi commented that environmental cleanup is controlled by the State.  He then briefly discussed the process of approval from the State, adding that the Department of Environmental Protection had proposed a large-bore cleanup of the Public Works Department.  Mr. Darabi added that he had some questions concerning the proposed large-bore cleanup, and suggested a pilot study on one hole before continuing.  There had been some discussions with the Department of Environmental Protection regarding engineering services, and it had been suggested that Jones, Edmonds, and Associates (the Board-approved engineering firm) withdraw from the project, as they were not in favor of the large-bore drilling.  Jones, Edmonds, and Associates had withdrawn, and MacTec of Tallahassee had been suggested by DEP as a replacement.  Mr. Darabi recommended that the Board accept the withdrawal of Jones, Edmonds, and Associates and accept MacTec of Tallahassee as the new engineering services for the Public Works Department cleanup.
Commissioner Hatch asked clarification from Mr. Darabi as to what he wanted.  Mr. Darabi responded that he would like the Board to accept the resignation from Jones, Edmonds, and Associates and accept MacTec as the new engineering service.

Commissioner Udell moved (to accept the resignation of Jones, Edmonds, and Associates and accept MacTec as a replacement engineering firm for the Public Works Department).  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  Chairman Caruthers asked why DEP wanted the Board’s blessing on changing engineering firms.  Mr. Darabi responded that the Board must accept the resignation of the original engineering firm and approve MacTec as the replacement firm.  Mr. Fuller asked about the cost of the project, as he understood it to be $300,000.  Mr. Darabi responded that the project would cost between $3 million and $4 million, and the $300,000 was the County’s part under the old program.  Commissioner Maxwell understood that DEP would not put anything in writing as to how much they would be spending.  Mr. Darabi stated that the next step would be to have a pilot study done on a single boring.  County Coordinator Wooley stated that the Suwannee County Public Works Department cleanup was a priority for DEP, and suggested that the Board not hinder the process.  Several members of the Board stated that working with DEP was confusing, but agreed that they should move on.  The motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Darabi stated that he had just recently received a letter from the Department of Environmental Protection concerning the unauthorized leachate removal from the County Landfill.  He added that the letter required a response by the Board within the near future (but did not give a specific date).

Chairman Caruthers asked if this was the letter he had also recently received about the possibility of setting a $10,000 fine per day for unauthorized leachate removal.  Mr. Darabi responded that it was.
Mr. Darabi asked for authorization from the Board to have a preliminary investigation on the property on which the leachate was placed, as it would allow the County to ascertain the extent of damage, if any.  He added that the Board should not worry with the fines.  Mr. Darabi also asked the Board for authorization to respond to DEP’s letter.
Commissioner Hatch moved to allow Mr. Darabi to undertake a preliminary investigation on the property in question (owned by Mr. Calvin Howard) and respond to DEP’s letter.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Discussion ensued that the Board was allowing a carte blanc for Mr. Darabi’s work.  Commissioner Udell asked who had originally allowed the unauthorized leachate removal.  Mr. Darabi responded that he did not know, and was concerned with fixing the problem, not laying blame.  He added that the Board was ultimately responsible for the problem.  Commissioner Udell again asked who was responsible for allowing the unauthorized activity.  Mr. Darabi again responded that he did not know.  Commissioner Maxwell suggested that the Clerk’s Office had been asked to investigate the issue, and wondered if the Clerk’s Office had determined when Mr. Howard had been given his first check from the County.  County Attorney Airth stated that discussion on when Mr. Howard was paid was beyond the scope of the motion, and suggested that the Board move on.  Mr. Fuller asked if the Board would be responsible for bearing the cost to put wells on Mr. Howard’s property.  Mr. Darabi responded that he did not know the answer to that.  Mr. Fowler suggested that the Board look into when Mr. Howard was paid, and it would be a simple matter of looking through the Board’s Purchase Order System.  The motion to authorize Mr. Darabi to respond to DEP’s letter and undertake a preliminary investigation on Mr. Howard’s property carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch recognized Mr. Darabi for his work with him during his tenure as chairman, and gave him a certificate of appreciation.
The fifteenth item on the agenda was to approve a contract for construction of 77th Trace.

Chairman Caruthers asked which road this was.  Mr. Sikes responded that it was the Truck Bypass north of Live Oak between CR 795 and US 129.

Mr. Sikes stated that everything was in place for the Board to approve the contract, and the contractor was ready to proceed with construction.
Commissioner Poole moved (to approve a contract for construction of 77th Trace with Scruggs Construction of Valdosta, Georgia).  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2004-14)
The sixteenth item on the agenda was to approve an interlocal agreement for solid waste with Gilchrist County.

Mr. Sikes stated that at the last Board meeting, there had been some issues to straighten out with Gilchrist County concerning solid waste disposal at Suwannee County’s transfer station.  He asked that County Attorney Airth update the Board on his progress.
County Attorney Airth stated that Gilchrist County had requested a few changes to the standard contract in regards to notification that one party was terminating the contract.
Chairman Caruthers clarified for the record that the contract with Gilchrist County would be for $32 per ton.

Commissioner Maxwell asked why Gilchrist County received a better deal on solid waste disposal than the citizens of Suwannee County.  Mr. Sikes responded that the County had originally determined that each household created approximately 1.5 tons of solid waste per year according to the State’s averages.  This figure had been required to support the County’s landfill when it was first opened.  Mr. Sikes stated that new figures had been determined for average solid waste, but the present Board had determined that outside entities should not pay the costs to close and maintain Suwannee County’s past landfills.  He added that it was not feasible to reduce the costs to Suwannee County citizens as long as maintenance and monitoring were needed on old landfills.
Commissioner Udell asked if the 1.5 tons per household per year was an accurate figure.  Mr. Sikes responded that according to his figures, there was a difference in actual amounts, and most households did not produce 1.5 tons of solid waste per year.
Commissioner Hatch stated that the Board had made the decision to maintain solid waste assessments on Suwannee County’s citizens until a track record could be established to determine exactly what could be done to allow the transfer station’s fees to pay for itself.
Commissioner Maxwell asked if the County was making a profit at $32 per ton from outside entities, while the County’s citizens were charged $50.  Mr. Darabi responded that the $50 paid by Suwannee County citizens was for more than simple transport to Suwannee County’s landfill and then to the Chesser Island Landfill.  He added that the County’s contract for solid waste hauling was based upon volume, and the more entities involved in solid waste transfer, the cheaper the cost to Suwannee County.  Mr. Darabi stated that the recently-closed Suwannee County Landfill would cost the County for the next thirty-five years, and would involve monitoring and testing.  These are costs beyond the simple transfer of solid waste from the Solid Waste Transfer Station to the Chesser Island Landfill.
Chairman Caruthers stated that maintenance, monitoring, and hauling of solid waste should be better explained in the Board’s solid waste budget resolution instead of simply setting assessments.
Mr. Darabi agreed that the solid waste assessments should be broken down into maintenance, monitoring of the Landfill, and current disposal of solid waste to give more information.  He added that the County was not subsidizing anyone.
Commissioner Maxwell asked how the City of Lake City paid for maintenance and monitoring of its old landfills.  Mr. Darabi responded that Lake City had charged $75 per ton for some twelve years for solid waste assessment, and had built up a considerable reserve that they now used to pay for maintenance and monitoring.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve an interlocal agreement for solid waste with Gilchrist County.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2004-?? pending)
The twentieth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.

There were none.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments.

Commissioner Hatch stated that there seemed to be a problem with improper disposal of sewage from Jacksonville through a private entity near Branford that had been going on for as much as two years, although they had been permitted by the Department of Environmental Protection.  As Chairman, Commissioner Hatch had asked Code Enforcement Officer Barbara Brown to investigate the issue and return to the Board with a recommendation.
Commissioner Poole stated that he would see to arrangements for the Thanksgiving dinner provided to the County employees.
Commissioner Maxwell asked if Mr. Darabi would discuss the contamination of 113th Street with the citizens of the area who were present after the meeting.  Mr. Darabi responded that he would.
Commissioner Hatch asked if the Board had the ability to limit disposal of waste to only that produced within Suwannee County.  County Attorney Airth responded that he was not sure, but did not think that there was a Board action limiting the amount.
Commissioner Hatch stated that he did not want Suwannee County to become the cesspool for other counties to take their waste.

Chairman Caruthers agreed and added that nitrates should be regularly measured.  Chairman Caruthers then discussed the possibility of using a bus to take citizens to the forthcoming water meeting in Chiefland on November 20th.
Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 11:13 a.m.

Discussion ensued on transportation to Chiefland and how to notify the public about bus availability.
Mr. Thomas McInvale volunteered to coordinate the effort.
Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 11:16 a.m.

Chairman Caruthers returned to public comments, as Mr. Ward had returned with photographs.

Mr. Jim Ward submitted photographs of the intersection of C.R. 349 and U.S. 129, showing an ad-hoc trucking terminal.  He stated that the local citizens were in an uproar over the unsightliness of the intersections, and there were many more such sites in the area.
Commissioner Hatch stated that he had been contacted concerning the issue, and the tractor-trailers limited visibility at intersections.  He stated that one hay trailer had caused four traffic accidents within a brief amount of time, as drivers could not see past it to look for oncoming traffic.  Commissioner Hatch added that these trailers seemed to be parked on the rights-of-way and were a problem.
Mr. Ward discussed other instances of ad-hoc truck terminals.
Commissioner Hatch suggested that the Board look into the issue.

Mr. Ward continued to discuss other instances of ad-hoc truck terminals that were not permitted.
Chairman Caruthers stated that there was an existing ordinance about violating the County’s rights-of-way.

The Board agreed that Code Enforcement should look into the issue.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Caruthers adjourned the meeting at 11:25 a.m.
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