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November 13, 2003

Experimental Aircraft Association Meeting Room

Suwannee County Airport

Live Oak, Florida


10:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a workshop and the following were present:  Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  County Attorney Hal A. Airth was also present.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss storm water and proposed future developments at the Suwannee County Airport.


The meeting came to order at 10:07 a.m. and Mr. Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, introduced the guests, including Mr. Don Ramdass, Project Manager for Earth Tech Consulting, which is the Airport’s engineering consultant.  Mr. Robinson stated that a bus tour would be held shortly to show the Board of County Commissioners recent land purchases and other related items.

Chairman Hatch thanked the staff of Earth Tech Consulting for their work on the Airport.


Mr. Ramdass stated that Suwannee County was moving forward cautiously in Airport developments, taking into account financing and community welfare.  He then mentioned several upgrades at the Airport over the past few years, including a perimeter fence, a parallel taxiway (Taxiway “B”) and extension, a 12-unit T-Hangar, a 2,600 foot turf runway, Airport Terminal and Fuel Farm upgrades, and drainage improvements.

Chairman Hatch asked if the upcoming runway extension would allow more commercial activity.  Mr. Ramdass responded that the extension would allow the use of private jets as well as some small cargo-carrying aircraft, but not large commercial passenger flights.


Chairman Hatch discussed developments at the State level to link the various portions of travel, including railways, roads, and airports, to create a more fluid flow of traffic.

Mr. Ramdass stated that there were various programs being discussed or currently underway to resolve such issues, as well as important ones such as evacuation in case of State emergencies.

Mr. Jim Fessler, of Fessler Aviation Industries, added that most of the programs being discussed could not occur without a full instrument landing approach for the Airport to allow all-weather capability of landing and taking off.

Mr. Ramdass stated that an Instrument Landing System (ILS) approach was one of the issues to be considered in the future.  He then described the use of Global Positioning Systems (GPS) and partial instrument landing systems that would hopefully be added to the Suwannee County Airport in the near future.


The Board then took a tour of the Airport property that lasted until 11:15 a.m., then returned to the EAA meeting room to continue the meeting.

Mr. Ramdass stated that the major goal of the most recent property purchases would not actually be for the runways, but instead for infrastructure and water drainage assistance.


Discussion ensued on drainage problems with the Airport and methods to divert the water away from the present runways.


Mr. Ramdass stated that the Suwannee County Airport would soon be a revenue source for the County instead of being a burden on the taxpayers.


Discussion ensued on future property purchases, especially those that were homesteads, which would allow larger aircraft as well as jets to use the runways.


After questioning by Chairman Hatch, Mr. Robinson stated that the maximum extension of the Airport to the east would be 300 feet, as the Wayne Frier Mobile Home Park would be in the glide path if the runway was any longer.


After questioning by Commissioner Caruthers about usage on surrounding properties, Mr. Roland Luster, DOT representative, stated that once the Board adopted a Master Plan for the Airport, usage was restricted on surrounding properties.


It was suggested that developers of properties within the Master Plan area that have glide path restrictions should issue a disclaimer to potential buyers warning them of the restrictions.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he would be against negatively impacting citizens around the Airport.


Discussion ensued about the lower noise level of current jet engines compared to lawnmowers and other common machinery and equipment.


County Coordinator Johnny Wooley thanked Mr. Luster for his department’s help with the Suwannee County Airport.  He also mentioned that some citizens may think that large amounts of local monies are spent on the Airport, when in fact the vast majority is from State and Federal grants.

Discussion ensued on future growth patterns that would involve the Airport.

Mr. Luster stated that according to preliminary studies done by the State, Suwannee County would become a major area of growth as people move out of urban areas into rural areas while commuting to work in urban areas.

Discussion ensued on the fact that Suwannee County should prepare itself for a large influx of people and better access from the Airport to Interstate-10, US 90, the railroad, and other major points of travel.

Deputy Clerk Tyson mentioned that several years ago, the railroad tracks close to the Airport had been abandoned, and Wayne Frier had asked for the rights to it.  The former Board had agreed to Mr. Frier’s request.


Mr. Ramdass summarized the pending and future plans for the Airport.


Discussion ensued on the possible future purchase of property south of the Airport to open up further economic development for aeronautical-related companies.


Mr. Fessler suggested remote transmitters to the regional Air Traffic Control, to allow faster access to the runways.

Mr. Ramdass discussed grants to pave access roads around the Airport.


Commissioner Poole thanked Mr. Ramdass, Mr. Luster, and Mr. Robinson for their work on behalf of Suwannee County.


Discussion ensued on the many people and departments who had helped make the upgrades to the Airport possible.

Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, asked about the grade of the future runway extensions, as there seemed to be a drop in the elevation.  He asked if fill dirt currently on the property would suffice to level the runway extensions.  Mr. Ramdass and Mr. Luster responded that this was a good question, and further study needed to be done.  However, it was felt that there was sufficient fill dirt to level the runway extensions.

Brief discussion ensued on the fact that Suwannee County had more airports (private and public) than any other county in the State.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Hatch adjourned the workshop at 12:02 p.m.
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