Book 37, Page 226
October 7, 2003

City of Live Oak, Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Michael Tyson and Kathy Whitehurst, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and called upon Commissioner Poole to lead the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.


Chairman Hatch stated that the items A through F would be entertained at their scheduled times.

ATTENTION:

A. The Board may add other items to this agenda at the beginning of the meeting.

B. At 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider approval of a proposed budget amendment to delete $150,000 in county funds leveraged for the Fiscal Year 2000 Community Development Block Grant Project.

C. At 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, open bids for roadway construction of 77th Trace, including improvements to C.R. 795 and U.S. 129.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2003-17)

D. At 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to provide for the amendment of the Suwannee County Health Department Fee Schedule by resolution.

E. At 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution amending the schedule of fees charged by the Suwannee County Health Department.

F. Lunch Break – Approximately Noon until 1:00 p.m.

Chairman Hatch moved to agenda item B at 9:04 a.m., and announced that there was a sign-up sheet being passed around for those in attendance for the public hearing.

B. At 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider approval of a proposed budget amendment to delete $150,000 in county funds leveraged for the Fiscal Year 2000 Community Development Block Grant Project.

Mr. Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, advised the Board that the proposed budget amendment was to remove a commitment for County-matching funds from the grant that were no longer required.

Chairman Hatch opened the floor for public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Hatch closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the requested budget amendment to delete the local match commitment for $150,000.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

At 9:06 a.m., Chairman Hatch moved to agenda item thirteen.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to consider adoption of resolution proclaiming the week of October 18th through the 26th, 2003 as Red Ribbon Week in Suwannee County.

Chairman Hatch recognized the presence of the school class of Ms. Brown and entertained a motion to adopt the aforementioned resolution.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to adopt a resolution proclaiming the week of October 18th through the 26th, 2003 as Red Ribbon Week in Suwannee County).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution 2004-05)

At 9:09 a.m., Chairman Hatch moved to the consent agenda.


The following items on the agenda were consent agenda items:


The first item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoices.
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The second item on the agenda was to consider adoption of a resolution proclaiming the month of November, 2003 as National Epilepsy Awareness Month. (See Resolution 2004-04)

The third item on the agenda was to consider approval of a Release of Lien for Patricia Robinson (Hale), S. H. I. P. loan client. (See Agreement 2004-06)

The fourth item on the agenda was to consider approval of a Release of Lien for Daniel & Jackie McMullen, S. H. I. P. loan clients. (See Agreement 2004-05)

The fifth item on the agenda was to consider approval of payment of an invoice in the amount of $42,575.85 to Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, for fees for the month of August, 2003.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve consent items 1 through 5. Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The following items on the agenda were General Business items:


The sixth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for Emergency Agenda Items.  Any items this Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 38, Emergency Agenda Items.

Chairman Hatch mentioned the following additional agenda items:

a) Approval of payment of Invoice No. 0009483 in the amount of $38,877.22 to Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc. for professional services from September 1, 2003 to September 30, 2003, on Phase IV of the Courthouse Restoration Project, paid from the Court Facilities Fees. 

b) Approval of payment of Invoice No. 0009484 in the amount of $8,186.46 to Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc. for professional services from September 1, 2003, to September 30, 2003 on Phase III of the Courthouse Restoration Project to be paid by the County.

c) Approval of payment application No. 5 in the amount of $174,410.69 to TECO Energy Services, Inc. for work performed on Phase IV of the Courthouse Restoration Project.  ($103,652.98 to be paid from Historical Preservation Grant No. 361, and $70,748.71 to be paid from Court Facilities Fees)

d) Approval of payment of application No. 9 in the amount of $31,047.40 to TECO Energy Services, Inc. for work performed on the Courthouse Restoration Project.  ($22,330.25 to be paid from Historical Preservation Grant No. 269 and $8,717.15 to be paid by the County)

e) Approval of an amendment to the County Terrorism Plan extending the time of contract upon the request of John G. Wooley, County Coordinator.

f) Approval of payment of Invoice No. 15 in the amount of $5,985.00 to William M. Bishop Consulting Engineers, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water System.  (Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, requested that payment to be made from CDBG Funds)

g) Approval of payment of Periodic Estimate No. 2 in the amount of $66,748.50 to Rowe Drilling Company, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water System.  (Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, requested payment to be made from CDBG Funds)

h) Approval of payment of Invoice No. S-541307 in the amount of $20,437.20 to Caldwell Tanks, Inc. for work on Wellborn Water System.  (Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, requested payment to be made from CDBG Funds)

Mr. Ron Moss addressed the Board and wished to be added to the agenda to discuss Staples Park and a proposal to resolve problems there regarding his private airfield.


Commissioner Udell moved to add Mr. Moss’ issue to the agenda as additional item (i), along with the other items (a) through (h).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously to add the items to the Emergency Additional Agenda.


The seventh item on the agenda was to approve the minutes of meetings held on August 7, 19, 21, and 26, 2003.

Chairman Hatch noted that on the page referenced as 72, in Paragraph 4, Mr. Williams’ first name was James.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the aforementioned minutes as amended.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The eighth item on the agenda was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report.

There was no report.


The ninth item on the agenda was staff reports.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, gave his report covering the water situation for the 113th Street and problems with the Water Buffalo tanker.  He also discussed having made a report to the Sheriff’s Office in regards to tree removal from Staples Park.

Commissioner Udell asked County Coordinator Wooley to provide the Board with the deed restrictions involved with Staples Park prior to discussion planned for later in the meeting.

County Coordinator Wooley also addressed the issue of a grant consultant for CDBG Grants and that the County could only have one such consultant.  He stated that the selection criteria were strict for choosing a consultant to administer CDBG Grants, and the CDBG criteria and process were not followed when the Board chose Summit as a grant consultant.  Therefore, County Coordinator Wooley stated, Summit was not qualified to handle CDBG Grants for Suwannee County.  He suggested the continued use of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for CDBG Grants.

Discussion ensued with Commissioner Poole stating that the NCFRPC seemed to move too slowly and this County needed to be moving forward.

Commissioner Udell stated that it had been conditional at the time of their selection that Summit would not be doing CDBG grants, as the County intended to continue to use the NCFRPC for those grants.

More discussion ensued on the issue.

Mr. Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, stated that from his experience with the CDBG Grant for the Wellborn Water System, the expertise of the NCFRPC was needed and recommended that the County use only the NCFRPC for CDBG Grants.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, gave his report and advised the Board that solid waste from Lake City was being received at the Transfer Station and an agreement was being prepared for the Board to consider.  He also discussed the paving of 216th Street.

John D. “Danny” Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, briefly discussed his submitted written report.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated that he had nothing to report.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, was not present but submitted a written report.


The tenth item on the agenda was Public Concerns and Comments, with a request to limit comments to five minutes.

Mr. Jim Ward asked if the Board knew of any plans for the Branford Feed Mill to operate a heliport out of downtown Branford.  No one had any information on that issue.


The eleventh item on the agenda was for Earl Bembry to request funding assistance for construction of a monument at Nott Roundabout honoring the National Guard 269th Engineering Company.

Mr. Bembry was not present and Chairman Hatch stated that he would skip this item until Mr. Bembry was in attendance.  (It was discussed after agenda item twenty).


The twelfth item on the agenda was to consider the adoption of a resolution proclaiming the week of October 5 - 11, 2003, as National 4-H Week.

As Tami Mathews - 4-H Program Assistant, and Marissa Brown – Ag/Livestock Agent, were not present at the time, Chairman Hatch agreed to return to the item.  (It was discussed prior to agenda item thirty-eight).


The thirteenth item on the agenda was to consider adoption of resolution proclaiming the week of October 18th through the 26th, 2003 as Red Ribbon Week in Suwannee County.

This item was addressed earlier at 9:06 a.m. at the beginning of the meeting.


The fourteenth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, loan information for a fire truck.

Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, provided the Board with documentation presenting several financing scenarios from different lending institutions.  Clerk Dasher pointed out that according to the chart he presented to the Board, CNB Bank had proposed the best finance offer.

Discussion ensued about an internal loan instead of going to an outside lender.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the money could be borrowed internally from the Capital Infrastructure Trust Fund.  Discussion of the pros and cons of such a loan ensued. 


Commissioner Poole motioned to borrow the funds to finance a new fire truck from CNB based on the proposal presented by the Clerk.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The fifteenth item on the agenda was to consider approval for the Clerk’s Office to proceed with escheatment and deed transfer to the Board of eleven pieces of property from the List of Lands Available for Taxes.

Michael W. Tyson, Deputy Clerk, stated that the list had been revised since initially submitted and there were now 10 properties to escheat to the Board with an approximate assessed value of $41,000.  He advised the Board that approval was a formality, as Florida Statutes dictated that the properties be deeded to the Board after expiration from the List of Lands.  Deputy Clerk Tyson stated that the Board could determine if any of the properties were suitable for County use, and if not they could be added to the list of existing surplus property that the Board was preparing to sell at auction.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve accepting the 10 properties from the List of Lands Available for Taxes.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Hatch recessed for a break at 9:57 a.m.
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Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and returned to the top of the agenda to items C through E, which were scheduled for 10:00 a.m.

C. At 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, open bids for roadway construction of 77th Trace, including improvements to C.R. 795 and U.S. 129.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2003-17)

Mrs. Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, opened the two bids.

The first bid was from Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. of Lake City, in the amount of $2,117,830.60.

The second bid was from Scruggs Co. of Valdosta, Georgia, in the amount of $1,923,105.01.

Mrs. Mixon stated that the bids would be reviewed by the Bid Review Committee and a finding returned to the Board.

D. At 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to provide for the amendment of the Suwannee County Health Department Fee Schedule by resolution.

Chairman Hatch announced the proposed ordinance and opened the floor to public comment.  There were none, and Chairman Hatch closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Caruthers motioned to approve the ordinance to permit amending the Suwannee County Health Department Fee Schedule by resolution.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2004-01)

E. At 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution amending the schedule of fees charged by the Suwannee County Health Department.

Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comment. There were none, and Chairman Hatch closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Poole motioned to approve the resolution (amending the schedule of fees charged by the Suwannee County Health Department) and the attached schedule amending the schedule of fees.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2004-03)


At 10:12 a.m., Chairman Hatch returned to the regular agenda.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to give final plat approval of the Stonewall Heights Subdivision.

Mr. Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, delivered his report. 

Commissioner Poole stated that he must abstain due to a conflict of interests.  Commissioner Caruthers moved to (give final plat approval of the Stonewall Heights Subdivision).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously 4-0, with Commissioner Poole abstaining due to a conflict of interests.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to give final plat approval to the Bonny Oaks Subdivision.

Mr. Meeks stated that the proposed subdivision lies off Dry Prairie Road.

Discussion ensued as to whether or not the road was paved or graded.

Mr. Tim Alcorn, Surveyor, stated that he would change the plat to read that the road was graded.

Commissioner Poole moved (to give final plat approval to the Bonny Oaks Subdivision).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was to approve Change Order No. 2 with TECO Energy Services, Inc. for an increase in the amount of $9,959.00 in the contract for Phase III of the Courthouse Restoration Project.   (Add $12,977.00 for first floor ductwork modifications and deduct $3,018.00 for sales tax credit – direct owner purchase).

Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, asked that the contract date be extended to December 15th.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the request was for more County funds.  Mr. Sharpless responded that it was.

Commissioner Caruthers asked the source of the additional charges.  Mr. Sharpless responded that the funding would come from the County or the Court Facility Funds.

Discussion ensued on the issue.

Commissioner Udell moved to (approve Change Order No. 2 with TECO Energy Services, Inc. for an increase in the amount of $9,959.00 in the contract for Phase III of the Courthouse Restoration Project), with half of the funding to come from the County and the other half to come from Court Facility Funds.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to approve Change Order No. 2 with TECO Energy Services, Inc. for an increase in the amount of $11,000.00 in the contract for Phase IV of the Courthouse Restoration Project.  (Add $11,000.00 for annex re-roofing).

Commissioner Udell moved to (approve Change Order No. 2 with TECO Energy Services, Inc. for an increase in the amount of $11,000.00 in the contract for Phase IV of the Courthouse Restoration Project), with half of the funding to come from the County and other half from the Court Facility Fund.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, writing a letter to the Columbia County Commission requesting consideration of a reciprocal borrowing of library materials agreement.

Mr. Hales explained that his request would benefit both counties’ citizens, as it would allow borrowing from each library system.

Commissioner Poole moved (to write a letter to the Columbia County Commission requesting consideration of a reciprocal borrowing of library materials agreement).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

It was agreed that Mr. Hales would draft a letter for the Chairman to sign.

Chairman Hatch returned to agenda item eleven.

The eleventh item on the agenda was for Earl Bembry to request funding assistance for construction of a monument at Nott Roundabout honoring the National Guard 269th Engineering Company.

Mr. Bembry stated the cost for the monument would be $6,990, with some $1,400 donated by the community.

Discussion ensued as to how to fund the contribution.

It was agreed without vote that personal Board contributions would be used to fund the remainder of the money necessary to construct the monument.

Chairman Hatch then returned to agenda item twenty-one.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was to authorize participating in the Department of Environmental Protection Waste Tire Amnesty Week Program.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to authorize participation in the Department of Environmental Protection Waste Tire Amnesty Week Program).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was to approve an Interlocal Agreement with Lafayette County for acceptance of Lafayette County’s non-hazardous solid waste at Suwannee County’s solid waste transfer station.  Mr. Sikes advised the agreement had been obtained as the Board requested.  Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the agreement with Lafayette County for solid waste disposal.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously (See Agreement No. 2004-07).
The twenty-third item on the agenda was to approve an agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation regarding transfer of the right-of-way for the truck bypass project.

Mr. Sikes stated that the Department of Transportation would transfer the right-of-way to the County.

Commissioner Udell moved to (approve an agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation regarding transfer of the right-of-way for the truck bypass project).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. ( Clerk’s Note: The agreement prepared by the County Attorney and approved by the Board needs significant revision per Mr. Sikes, prior to submitting to DOT. The status is pending)
Discussion ensued as to who would move first on the bypass project.  It was clarified that DDJ, owners of the property through which the road would be built, wanted a letter of commitment.

It was agreed by Board consensus that a letter of commitment would be submitted.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, of conveyance of property from the Suwannee River Water Management District to replace the temporary solid waste collection site on U. S. 129 North.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to (allow conveyance of property from the Suwannee River Water Management District to replace the temporary solid waste collection site on U. S. 129 North).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was to approve advertising for bids for paving of 216th Street in District 5. 

This item was withdrawn from the agenda.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was to approve an offer of discount for annual payment of hangar rental at the Airport.

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated that the request was for a discount on annual payments for hangar rental as compared to monthly rental.

Commissioner Udell moved to allow a 5% discount for annual hangar rental payments at the Airport, provided 100% participation from the hangar participants.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Poole moved to allow a 5% discount for annual hangar payments at the Airport.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to table the issue until better financial information was provided.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was to approve a contract with JACO Airfield Construction, Inc. for installation of medium intensity taxiway lights (MITLs) on Taxiway “B” and runway end identifier lights (REILs) on Runway 7/25 at the Airport.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to [approve a contract with JACO Airfield Construction, Inc. for installation of medium intensity taxiway lights (MITLs) on Taxiway “B” and runway end identifier lights (REILs) on Runway 7/25 at the Airport].  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement 2004-02)
The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was to approve placing an order with Frazer, Inc. for a Frazer Bilt ambulance unit for a 1999 chassis.

Commissioner Poole moved to (place an order with Frazer, Inc. for a Frazer Bilt ambulance unit for a 1999 chassis).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was to approve an Amendment No. One to Historic Preservation Grant No. SC361 to include the installation and improvement of electrical, mechanical and HVAC systems associated with the second floor and courtroom for Phase IV Restoration of the Courthouse Project.

Commissioner Poole moved (to approve an Amendment No. One to Historic Preservation Grant No. SC361 to include the installation and improvement of electrical, mechanical and HVAC systems associated with the second floor and courtroom for Phase IV Restoration of the Courthouse Project).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirtieth item on the agenda was to approve an agreement with the Department of Community Affairs for a Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) grant County Coordinator John G. Wooley stated that the agreement would be for $10,000.

Commissioner Udell moved [to approve an agreement with the Department of Community Affairs for a Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) grant].  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2004-?? pending)

The thirty-first item on the agenda was to approve a Terrorism Annex Plan and Continuity of Operations Plan Assistance Program Agreement with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to approve a Terrorism Annex Plan and Continuity of Operations Plan Assistance Program Agreement with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. ( Agreement No. 2004-pending)
The thirty-second item on the agenda was to adopt a resolution reaffirming Suwannee County Resolution No. 98-02, adopting “Local Sources First” water policy.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the Florida Senate was entertaining hearings on the subject.

Chairman Hatch stated that private business had no business controlling natural water sources.

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt a resolution reaffirming Suwannee County Resolution No. 98-02, adopting “Local Sources First” water policy.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2004-01)

It was agreed that a letter would be sent with the resolution.

The thirty-third item on the agenda was to certify the 2003 Non-ad Valorem Assessment Amended Roll to the Tax Collector.

Commissioner Udell moved to (certify the 2003 Non-ad Valorem Assessment Amended Roll to the Tax Collector).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-fourth item on the agenda was to adopt a resolution amending the assessment roll for Municipal Services District known as “75th Drive / 118th Terrace Municipal Services Benefit Unit.”

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the item may need to be withdrawn, as it was a prepay issue that needed attention.

Chairman Hatch therefore withdrew agenda item thirty-four.

The thirty-fifth item on the agenda was to receive, with possible Board action, a report from the Reapportionment Committee.

Commissioner Poole stated that he was on the committee along with Mrs. Barbara Ceryak and Mrs. Glenda Williams.  He then recommended that district lines be left as they are.

Commissioner Poole moved to make no changes to the County’s districts.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  County Attorney Airth stated that a public hearing may be required.  Commissioner Udell therefore withdrew his second, and Commissioner Poole withdrew his motion.

Commissioner Poole moved to table the issue until later today, allowing County Attorney Airth to research the issue further.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-sixth item on the agenda was to approve advertising to hold a special meeting on Tuesday, October 21, 2003 at 2:00 p.m. in the Recreation Department Building located on Duval Street for the purpose of interviewing candidates for the 4-H & Community Development Extension Agent position.

Commissioner Udell moved to (approve advertising to hold a special meeting on Tuesday, October 21, 2003 at 2:00 p.m. in the Recreation Department Building located on Duval Street for the purpose of interviewing candidates for the 4-H & Community Development Extension Agent position).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and after discussion about the date, the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-seventh item on the agenda was to change the second regular Commission meeting for the month of November from Tuesday, November 18, 2003 to Monday, November 17, 2003 at 9:00 a.m. at Live Oak City Hall so that commissioners and staff can attend Senate Committee on Natural Resources public hearing regarding water issues and to allow travel time for commissioners and staff attending Florida Association of Counties Legislative Conference in Palm Beach County.

Commissioner Udell moved (to change second regular Commission meeting for the month of November from Tuesday, November 18, 2003 to Monday, November 17, 2003 at 9:00 a.m. at Live Oak City Hall so that commissioners and staff can attend Senate Committee on Natural Resources public hearing regarding water issues and to allow travel time for commissioners and staff attending Florida Association of Counties Legislative Conference in Palm Beach County).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Hatch called a recess for lunch at 11:46 a.m.
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Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order and returned to agenda item twelve.  Commissioner Poole was not present.


The twelfth item on the agenda was to consider the adoption of a resolution proclaiming the week of October 5, 2003 through October 11, 2003, as National 4-H Week.

Tami Mathews - 4-H Program Assistant, asked for adoption of the resolution.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to adopt a resolution proclaiming the week of October 5 - 11, 2003, as National 4-H Week).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2004-06)

The thirty-eighth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.  

A) Approval of payment of Invoice No. 0009483 in the amount of $38,877.22 to Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc. for professional services from September 1, 2003 to September 30, 2003 on Phase IV of the Courthouse Restoration Project, to be paid from Court Facilities Fees.
Commissioner Caruthers moved (to pay Invoice No. 0009483 in the amount of $38,877.22 to Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc. for professional services from September 1, 2003 to September 30, 2003 on Phase IV of the Courthouse Restoration Project, to be paid from Court Facilities Fees).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously 4-0, as Commissioner Poole was not present.
B) Approval of payment of Invoice No. 0009484 in the amount of $8,186.46 to Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc. for professional services from September 1, 2003 to September 30, 2003 on Phase III of the Courthouse Restoration Project, to be paid from County funds.
Commissioner Poole returned to the meeting at 1:04 p.m.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to pay Invoice No. 0009484 in the amount of $8,186.46 to Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc. for professional services from September 1, 2003 to September 30, 2003 on Phase III of the Courthouse Restoration Project, to be paid from County funds).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

C) Approval of payment of Application No. 5 in the amount of $174,401.69 to TECO Energy Services, Inc. for work performed on Phase IV of the Courthouse Restoration Project.  Historical Preservation Grant No. 361 to pay $103,652.98 and, $70,748.71 to be paid from Court Facilities Fees.
Commissioner Udell moved to pay (Application No. 5 in the amount of $174,401.69 to TECO Energy Services, Inc. for work performed on Phase IV of the Courthouse Restoration Project.  Historical Preservation Grant No. 361 to pay $103,652.98 and, $70,748.71 to be paid from Court Facilities Fees).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

D) Approval of payment of Application No. 9 in the amount of $31,047.40 to TECO Energy Services, Inc. for work performed on the Courthouse Restoration Project.  Historical Preservation Grant No. 269 to pay $22,330.25 and County funds to pay $8,717.15.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to pay (Application No. 9 in the amount of $31,047.40 to TECO Energy Services, Inc. for work performed on the Courthouse Restoration Project.  Historical Preservation Grant No. 269 to pay $22,330.25 and County funds to pay $8,717.15).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

E) Approval of amendment to the County Terrorism Plan extending the time frame of the contract.
County Coordinator Wooley explained an extension of time was needed to prepare the plan.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve (an amendment to the County Terrorism Plan extending the time frame of the contract).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

F) Approval of payment of Invoice No. 15 in the amount of $5,985.00 to William M. Bishop Consulting Engineers, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water System, to be paid from the Community Development Block Grant Funds.

Mr. Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, explained that the request was routine for services rendered.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve (payment of Invoice No. 15 in the amount of $5,985.00 to William M. Bishop Consulting Engineers, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water System, to be paid from the Community Development Block Grant Funds).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

G) Approval of payment of Periodic Estimate No. 2 in the amount of $66,748.50 to Rowe Drilling Company, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water System.
Mr. Robinson explained that the request was for work performed per their contract.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the payment (of Periodic Estimate No. 2 in the amount of $66,748.50 to Rowe Drilling Company, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water System).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

H) Approval of Invoice No. S-541307 in the amount of $20,437.20 to Caldwell Tanks, Inc. for work on Wellborn Water System, to be paid from the Community Development Block Grant Funds.

Mr. Robinson explained that the request was routine for services rendered per contract.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve the payment (of Invoice No. S-541307 in the amount of $20,437.20 to Caldwell Tanks, Inc. for work on Wellborn Water System, to be paid from the Community Development Block Grant Funds).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.
I) Mr. Ron Moss to address an issue with tree removal from Staples Park and propose a plan to resolve the continuing issue.
Mr. Moss provided the Board with a satellite photo of the area in question.  He then proposed a property swap with the Board giving him two acres currently in Staples Park at the end of his private aircraft runway in return for three acres he owns that is adjacent to the park.

Discussion ensued by the Board.

Commissioner Maxwell was opposed to the swap and stated that the park should be left alone and the Board should not allow private interest to disturb the park.

Commissioner Udell stated he understood Mr. Moss’ dilemma and was concerned for his safety in operating his aircraft.  However, Commissioner Udell stated that unlawful trespass and destruction of County property could not be overlooked and thought that before the Board entertained any proposal, Mr. Moss should make compensation for his transgressions in the form of a significant monetary payment to be used to develop facilities within the park.

Chairman Hatch suggested the Board members should each take an opportunity to first visit the property being discussed and the matter should be placed on a regular agenda for discussion and consideration.  

Chairman Hatch then recognized the 4-H group present in the audience.  Ms. Tami Mathews, the group sponsor, addressed the Board and introduced Ms. Cortney Benson, age 14, the Chapter President.

Ms. Benson addressed the Board and thanked them for adopting the resolution addressed in item No. 12, proclaiming National 4-H Week.

The thirty-ninth item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.  Commissioner Caruthers commented on the status of the water problem on 113th Street and expressed disappointment with the lack of a solution by DEP.
Commissioner Udell commented that he was disappointed the Bonding of Gas Tax Revenue was not on the agenda for discussion as he expected it might be.

Commissioner Poole commented gas prices in Columbia and Duval County seem to be about the same as in Suwannee County.  Discussion ensued regarding the fifth cent gas tax recovery issue and a possibility of repealing the tax evolved.  Discussion further ensued that a repeal could be obstructed if the revenues were used to secure a bond issue. Commissioner Udell advised he was not certain he wished to support a bond issue on the tax revenue but would if there was an effort to repeal the tax.

Mr. Wooley reminded the Board the Governor and staff would be in Lafayette County next week if Board members wished to do any lobbying. 

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Hatch adjourned the meeting at 2:04 p.m.
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