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Saturday, September 25, 2004

County Office Conference Room

224 Pine Avenue

Live Oak, Florida


On Saturday September 25, 2004, at 8:30 a.m. the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners held an Emergency Meeting at the County Offices, 224 Pine Avenue to consider declaring a Local State of Emergency due to weather conditions from Hurricane Jeanne.   Present were Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Randy Hatch, Commissioner Billy Maxwell,  Commissioner Jerry Poole, and Commissioner Douglas Udell, Also present were Deputy Clerks Michael Tyson and Dean Papapetrou. 
The meeting had been posted in three county buildings on 09-24-04, at approximately 4:00 p.m. by County Staff.  Members of the local press were advised and Ms. Sue Lamb and Mr. John Koch were present at the meeting representing the press.

Chairman Caruthers called upon John G. Wooley, County Coordinator/Emergency Management Director.

Mr. Wooley advised the Board regarding an update of the projected path of Hurricane Jeanne.  He advised Suwannee County was in the projected path. He stated schools in Suwannee County would be opened as shelters on an as needed basis probably on Sunday.  He voiced a concern that if the schools are opened for shelters at the present time, they may fill up with victims fleeing from south and central Florida.  He advised this would present two problems. One being that since Suwannee County was in the projected path of the hurricane the schools would be needed for local residents later, and secondly if Suwannee County remained in the direct path, everyone in the schools may need to evacuate to other locations.  He further advised that by contract, the Red Cross was responsible for manning and operating the governmental emergency shelters once opened, and he doubted the availability of the Red Cross.  
Commissioner Hatch motioned to adopt the Resolution declaring a Local State of Emergency due to Hurricane Jeanne.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (see Resolution No.2004-63)
Commissioner Hatch moved to provide future automatic waivers of County building permit fees for repairs to damaged structures and utilities that occur when the County is in a Local State of Emergency.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Maxwell moved to adjourn the Emergency Meeting.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion to adjourn carried unanimously at 8:37 a.m.
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