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September 21, 2004

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Michael Tyson, Kathy Whitehurst, and Dean Papapetrou Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and Commissioner Poole led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.


CLERK’S NOTE:
Due to a Final Budget Hearing scheduled at 5:02 p.m. the regular meeting was scheduled for 9:00 a.m. instead of the usual 4:00 p.m. evening meeting.
********* Additional Note Regarding Minute Books. The minutes as found in Book 41 for the final budget and the regular BCC meeting both begin with Page # 39. This is in error and the regular meeting occurred prior to the budget hearing.MWT,D.C. 07-26-06)************

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:


Agenda item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  09/21/04
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               332,066.08 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPITAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 24,080.38 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                   5,359.63 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 19,720.27 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                   7,163.52 
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 18,568.60 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   6,069.56 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                   3,068.48 
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               699,723.73 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 78,422.38 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 18,165.68 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                   1,356.81 
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 19,504.27 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 92,711.57 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                   1,031.70 
	

	
	 BATCHES 2004-0710-743
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,327,012.66 
	

	
	
	
	



Agenda Item No.2 was to consider approval of Release of Lien for Gaynell C. & Robert S. Price, S. H. I. P. clients.


Agenda Item No. 3. was to consider approval of Satisfaction of Mortgage for Jesse N. Griffin, Jr. & Paula D. Griffin f/k/a Paula D. Grantham, S. H. I. P. clients.


Agenda Item No. 4 was to consider approval of Release of Lien for Michael J. & Margaret E. Prentice, S. H. I. P. clients.


Agenda Item No. 5 was to consider approval of Partial Payment Estimate No. 8 in the amount of $146,075.00 to The Scruggs Company for work on bypass road project.


Agenda Item No. 6 was to consider approval of Partial Payment Estimate No. 9 in the amount of $377,241.74 to The Scruggs Company for work on bypass road project. 


Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the consent agenda items No. 1 through No. 6 without further discussion.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 7, was to at 9:00 A. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be considered, discuss proposed plan for Blue Sink Park and canoe launch ramp.  Jerry A. Scarborough, Executive Director of Suwannee River Water Management District, addressed the Board.  He explained the plan for Blue Sink Park.  He advised the property around Blue Sink belongs to the County, and asked the Board to deed the property to Water Management.  Mr. Scarborough provided maps of the area to the Board Members.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the restoration and canoe ramp and to deed the property to Water Management, as requested.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Scarborough then discussed the restoration progress of Royal Springs.  He noted that Telford Springs needs help.  He advised the Henderson Family Trust is the owner of the Telford Springs property and Water Management has been discussing acquiring the property with the Henderson Family Trustees.  He requested the Board’s assistance in encouraging the Henderson’s to cooperate in the acquisition of the Telford property.
Agenda Item No. 8, was to at 9:15 A. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of contract with the State of Florida Department of Health for operation of the Suwannee County Health Department for Fiscal Year 2004-05. Kim Peppers, of the County Health Department addressed the Board. She advised the agreement would provide $1,829,564 to help fund the operations of the County Health Department. 

Commissioner Udell questioned programs that were not funded through the State.  Ms. Peppers listed several.  Commissioner Udell asked about the wells on 113th Street that are believed to be contaminated.  Ms Peppers advised she thought DEP was dealing with that issue.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the contract with the State of Florida Department of Health for operation of the Suwannee County Health Department for Fiscal Year 2004-05.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement 2004-100)
 Chairman Caruthers due to time specific items, then skipped Item No. 9. and moved to Agenda Item No. 11 which was to call for Emergency Agenda Items.  Chairman Caruthers advised he had a request for four items:
A) Approval of Certification of 2004 Non-Ad Valorem Fire and Solid Waste Assessment Roll, requested by George Burnham, Jr., Tax Collector.

B) Adoption of a resolution requesting Suwannee River Water Management District to reduce the processing fee for public purpose projects to a fee not to exceed $100 per permit for Fiscal Year 2005. John G. Wooley to present the issue.

C) Discuss, with possible Board Action, waiving permitting fee for necessary repairs created by storms.  Commissioner Randy Hatch to present the issue.

D) A request to authorize pay for exempt or salaried employees who have worked overtime due to the storm events, and request reimbursement to the County from FEMA. 

Commissioner Hatch moved to add the four items A. through D. to the agenda to be heard under Item No. 31.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Caruthers next entertained Agenda Item No. 12  which was to consider approval of  Board Minutes from July 13th, July 15th, 2004. 
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the minutes as written.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Caruthers next considered Agenda Item No. 13  which was to hear Public Concerns and Comments with a five minute limit per speaker.  Mr. George Fuller commented that during the storms radio station Q98 was calling Emergency Management in Columbia County to get their updates and make broadcast reports.  He questioned why Suwannee County Emergency Management was not making local reports to the local radio station.

Mr. John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, Emergency Management Director, advised his office made two daily press releases to the local radio stations.  He was unaware of what they broadcast or why.

Chairman Caruthers next considered Agenda Item No. 14, which was to receive a report from the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court.  Chief Deputy Clerk, Dean Papapetrou advised the Clerk’s report would be made later that day in the Budget Hearing.

At 9:28 a.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed for a break.

At 9:40 a.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting.
Chairman Caruthers returned to TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS: with Agenda Item No. 9   which was at 9:30 A. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of 30 days extension on preliminary plat approval of Squire’s Cove Subdivision.  Mr. Walter Lawson requested an extension of 30 days to complete the preliminary plat.

Commissioner Poole moved to grant the 30 day extension for Squire’s Cove Subdivision as requested.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
{Clerk’s post  Approval correction made 12-13-05, for item omitted from the minutes.-Agenda Item No.10, Tim Alcorn and Dennis Cason to discuss Economic Development in Suwannee County. The item was heard out of sequence at 9:40 a.m.  Mr. Alcorn requested the Board to budget a line item in the FY2005 Budget for the Development Authority in the amount of $30,000.00 to be controlled by the Board with normal purchasing policy requirements and authorizations by the Chairman or Board as necessary. The funds would be used for unusual expenses related to potential economic development issues such as engineering or planning requirements including things such as surveys, soil borings, mapping, aerial photos, options on property, topographical studies, other contingencies necessary in economic development efforts in locating a business at a particular location.  Considerable discussion ensued regarding control and uses of the funding.

Mr. Alcorn requested the line be maintained annually and if not all the funding was used in a particular fiscal year, the balance be carried over to the next fiscal year and the Board may, if it chose to do so, budget additional funds back to the account or line the next budget year to maintain the availability of the $30,000.00 funding level.

Commissioner Udell asked the Clerk’s Office to check on the amount of contingency funds established at the Tentative Budget Hearing in order to know what funding may be available for this request.  

Chief Deputy Clerk Dean Papapetrou informed the Board that the Finance Division advised there was approximately $430,000 in the undedicated contingency from the Tentative Budget calculations. 

Commissioner Udell moved to approve adding the request for a line item in the Budget for FY2005, in the amount of $30,000.00, for the Development Authority to use as stated and discussed with the independent spending authority of these funds by the Development Authority, to be limited consistent with the normal purchasing and expenditure policies of the Board Of County Commissioners for a department head.  The Chairman of the Board Of County Commissioners or the Board Of County Commissioners would need to authorize any greater spending level as specified in the purchasing and expenditure policies of the Board Of County Commissioners.   Commissioner Hatch seconded the motion.  After further discussion regarding control and approvals for use of the funding, Board approval of any contractual documents regarding the use of funds or further contractual obligation of future funding, and expenditure processing and accountability through the normal Board procedure for use of Board funds, the motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Alcorn asked if he or Mr. Cason needed to return this evening for the Final Budget Hearing.  The Board advised it was not necessary as they would include the issue  in the final budget.}}

Chairman Caruthers then at 9:55 a.m. moved to Agenda Item No. 15  which was to hear Staff Reports:

a)
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised the Board that FEMA was reluctant to accept the Debris Removal Contract that was piggy-backed on Leon County’s contract with Crowder Gulf.  Mr. Wooley advised of the flood situations in the County. He further advised mosquito control was an issue and the State was assessing the County for mosquito control aerial spray applications.  He advised that FEMA had not authorized any individual assistance funding.
Commissioner Udell stated he understood that some local motels who have weekly renters had expelled those renters and told them to go to the local emergency shelters so as to rent the same rooms to out of town evacuees at higher rates.  He asked Mr. Wooley to check into the situation.

b) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised that Anderson Columbia,

Co. Inc. had requested extensions on several local projects until 10-04-2004, due to the various storm damage around the State.
c) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had submitted a written report.
d) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.
Agenda Item No. 16 was to consider Approval of additional 30-day extension of leave without pay for Sheila Fox, Live Oak Library Youth Department Staff Member.  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated Ms. Fox’s illness was still preventing her return and requested another 30-day extension of leave without pay.


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the 30-day extension of leave for Ms. Fox.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 17 was to consider approval of proposed policy revision for lost or damaged materials for paperback books only.  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, explained the current policy that requires the books be paid for by the client, fines are involved for it being overdue etc.  He noted that often the books were donated to begin with.  He suggested that in such an instance the client be allowed to purchase and replace the same book or perhaps replace it with another paperback book. 

Commissioner Hatch moved to allow replacement paperbacks to be provided in lieu of payment and fines.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 


Agenda Item No. 18 was to consider approval of the Long Range Plan for

Libraries.  Mr. Hales reviewed the plan with the Board.  He advised it is a guide and is

not a rigid plan.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve of the Long Range Plan for Libraries.

Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

(Note Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 10:35 a.m.)


Agenda Item No. 19  was to award bid for galvanized corrugated metal pipe for Public Works Department.  The Bids were opened on September 9, 2004. (Bid Solicitation No.2004-18.)  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the low bid was Gulf Atlantic Culvert Co. Inc. of Tallahassee, Florida, and recommended awarding them the bid.


Commissioner Hatch moved to award bid No. 2004-18 for corrugated metal pipe to Gulf Atlantic Culvert Co. Inc. of Tallahassee, Florida.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously, 4-0.

Agenda Item No. 20 was to award the bid for motor oil and hydraulic oil for Public Works Department.  The bids were opened on September 9, 2004.   (Bid Solicitation No. 2004-19.)   T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised Jim Hinton Oil Co. of Live Oak was the low bidder and recommended awarding the bid to Hinton Oil Co.


Commissioner Hatch moved to award Bid No. 2004-19 for motor oil and hydraulic oil to Jim Hinton Oil Co. of Live Oak.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously, 4-0.

(Note Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 10:37 a.m.)


Agenda Item No. 21  was to Award the bid for anti-freeze for Public Works Department.  The bids were opened on September 9, 2004.   (Bid Solicitation No. 2004-20.)   T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised Jim Hinton Oil Co. of Live Oak was the low bidder and recommended awarding the bid to Hinton Oil Co.


Commissioner Poole moved to award the bid No. 2004-20, for anti-freeze to Jim Hinton Oil Co. of Live Oak.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously, 5-0.


Agenda Item No. 22 was to award the bid for batteries for Public Works Department.  The bids were opened on September 9, 2004.   (Bid Solicitation No. 2004-21.)   T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised Battery Distributors Southeast, of Jacksonville, Florida was the low bidder and recommended awarding them the bid.

Commissioner Hatch moved to award bid No.2004-21 for batteries to Battery Distributors Southeast, of Jacksonville, Florida.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 23 was to consider approval to add River Road, New Harmony Church Road and Marable Road to existing C. R. 136 project.  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised Commissioners Caruthers and Poole requested these roads be added while other paving projects were being done in the same area.  He advised River Road is programmed and funded by the DOT SCRAP program and the other two roads will be paid for with the Commissioner’s local gas tax funds.  He advised Anderson Columbia had agreed to honor the prices for the CR136 paving project.


Commissioner Maxwell asked if Mr. Frank Darabi would be providing any engineering services on these additional roads.  Chairman Caruthers advised it depends on the need for engineering, and a negotiation of engineering fees or costs.


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve adding River Road, New Harmony Church Road and Marable Road to existing C. R. 136 project.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 24 was to consider approval of the Small County Road Assistance Program Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for resurfacing of River Road from C. R. 136 to U. S. 90/S. R. 10, AND adoption of an enabling resolution.  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised this was the funding source for the additional road approved in the prior item.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Small County Road Assistance Program Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for resurfacing of River Road from C. R. 136 to U. S. 90/S. R. 10, AND adoption of an enabling resolution.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement pending, See resolution 2004-64)

Agenda Item No. 25 was to consider approval of Small County Road Assistance Program Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for resurfacing of C.R. 136A from U. S. 129/S. R. 51 to C. R. 136, AND adoption of enabling resolution.  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised this to was the funding source for the additional road approved in the prior item.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Small County Road Assistance Program Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for resurfacing of C.R. 136A from U. S. 129/S. R. 51 to C. R. 136, AND adoption of enabling resolution.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement pending, See Resolution 2004-65)

At 10:52 a.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed for a break.


At 11:07 a.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting.


Agenda Item No. 26  was to Award the bid for fuel farm repairs at the Airport.  The bids were opened on September 9, 2004. (Bid Solicitation No. 2004-17) Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, advised Fuel Tech, Inc. of Mims, Florida was the low bidder at $12,100, and recommended awarding them the bid.


Commissioner Hatch moved to award Bid No. 2004-17 for fuel farm repairs at the Airport to Fuel Tech, Inc. of Mims, Florida was the low bidder at $12,100.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 27  was to consider Approval of annual leases for T-hangars at Airport.  Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager advised the Board had been furnished copies of the proposed leases and asked for their approval as listed.


An agreement between the BCC and Daniel Calibrese for rental of Suw. Co. Airport Hangar No. 1. Commencing 09-01-04.  











2004-89

An agreement between the BCC and Mike Maloy for rental of Suw. Co. Airport Hangar No. 2. Commencing 09-10-04.  

















2004-90

An agreement between the BCC and W. F. Hayes for rental of Suw. Co. Airport Hangar No. 3. Commencing 08-01-04.  











2004-91

An agreement between the BCC and Austin Leggett for rental of Suw. Co. Airport Hangar No. 4. Commencing 08-23-04.  
















2004-92

An agreement between the BCC and Boyle Holdings LLC for rental of Suw. Co. Airport Hangar No. 5. Commencing 09-16-04.  
















2004-93

An agreement between the BCC and Richard L. Miller for rental of Suw. Co. Airport Hangar No. 6. Commencing 09-18-04.  











2004-94

An agreement between the BCC and George Kelton for rental of Suw. Co. Airport Hangar No. 8. Commencing 09-14-04.  











2004-95

An agreement between the BCC and Albert Bolling for rental of Suw. Co. Airport Hangar No. 10. Commencing 09-09-04.  
















2004-96

An agreement between the BCC and Moss Aviation, LLC for rental of Suw. Co. Airport Hangar No. 11. Commencing 09-15-04.  
















2004-97

An agreement between the BCC and Arthur W. Boatright for rental of Suw. Co. Airport Hangar No. 12. Commencing 09-03-04.  
















2004-98

Mr. Robinson noted there is one individual who has failed to sign and return his lease.  Upon being asked the identity of the individual Mr. Robinson advised Mr. Jay Vass was the one who had failed to return a signed lease.


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the leases as requested.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 28  was to consider approval to file a Notice of Intent for Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised there was no specific project related to the grant but the Board could be considering a particular project to apply the funding toward, if the grant is received. 


Commissioner Udell moved to approve filing the Notice of Intent for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.   Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 29  was to consider approval to apply for a Florida Department of Agriculture Grant.  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator explained the grant was to seek funding to insulate and provide climate control and electrical and mechanical upgrades for the Coliseum and provide enhancements to the Extension Service Offices IFAS training facility.  Mr. Wooley advised each issue required a resolution from the Board.  


Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve a resolution to seek the Florida Department of Agriculture Grant for the Coliseum.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See resolution 2004-61)

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve a resolution to seek the Florida Department of Agriculture Grant for the Extension Office IFAS facility enhancements.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See resolution 2004-62)


Agenda Item No. 30  was to consider holding first regular meeting of the month for the month of November 2004 on Wednesday, November 3 instead of Tuesday, November 2 due to November 2 being Election Day.  Chairman Jesse Caruthers requested the change due to election-day conflict.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to make the requested change in meeting dates.  Chairman Caruthers passed the gavel and seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 31 was to consider Emergency Agenda Items as approved to be added to the Agenda.

A.) Approval of Certification of 2004 Non-Ad Valorem Fire and

Solid Waste Assessment Roll, requested by George Burnham, Jr., Tax Collector.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Rolls as requested.  Commissioner Poole seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

B.)  Adoption of a resolution requesting Suwannee River Water

Management District to reduce the processing fee for public purpose projects to a fee not to exceed $100 per permit for Fiscal Year 2005. John G. Wooley explained this is an annual requirement to limit the cost of permits for public projects.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve the resolution for Water Management as requested.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See resolution 2004-60)
C.) Discuss, with possible Board Action, waiving permitting fee

for necessary repairs created by storms.  Commissioner Hatch stated citizens were being unreasonably impacted by permit fees to get storm damage repaired.  He suggested the fees be waived and those already paid be refunded.

Commissioner Udell moved that the fee for building permits to make storm damage repairs since being in a local state of emergency be waived.  He suggested the permits will be needed and the Building Department would still inspect, just the fee would be waived for storm damage repairs.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
D.) A request to authorize pay for exempt or salaried employees

that have worked overtime due to the storm events, and request reimbursement to the County from FEMA.  Mr. Wooley advised supervisors and managers have worked side by side with employees during the emergencies, but as they are salaried they would normally receive no additional pay while non-supervisory employees will receive overtime.  Mr. Wooley advised in prior similar circumstances the exempt or salaried employees were also paid overtime and this along with other overtime was reimbursed by FEMA.  

Commissioner Hatch moved to pay exempt employees for overtime worked during the state of emergency, and request reimbursement from FEMA.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No.32 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments. Commissioner Maxwell commented the Board is ready to relinquish the trailers the Sheriff’s Office has been using but there is still one Sheriff’s Staff that is in the trailers.

Chairman Caruthers advised the Board’s agreement to make personal contributions to Soil and Water Conservation District’s display case will run about $32.00 each for the Lexan window.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Caruthers adjourned the meeting at 11:45 a.m.
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SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD








OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:







KENNETH DASHER
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