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December 17, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present (but arrived later).

Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and called Commissioner Maxwell to lead the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

The following items on the agenda were consent items:

The first item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoice batch numbers 2003-121 through 2003-153, for a total of $995,326.37.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

APPROVED ON 12-17-02

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	
	
	

	1
	GENERAL FUND
	 $    390,716.70 

	112
	HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
	 $                  -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $    552,229.03 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	 $                  -   

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $      22,536.03 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $           929.52 

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                  -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $      27,079.53 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $           569.00 

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $        3,810.45 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                  -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $           434.76 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $  (270,486.13)

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $      48,669.19 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $      11,867.83 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $      32,408.45 

	251
	RENOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
	 $                  -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
	 $                  -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $    119,578.29 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $      54,983.72 

	
	
	

	
	BATCHES 2003-0121 - 0153
	

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL:
	 $    995,326.37 


The second item on the agenda was to reappoint Tim Alcorn to the Code Enforcement Board.

The third item on the agenda was to reappoint Lyn Brown to the Suwannee County Museum Association.

Commissioner Udell stated that he needed to abstain from voting, as he had a bill from his Funeral Home as one of the items to be paid.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the aforementioned consent agenda items.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried 4-0, with Commissioner Udell abstaining due to a conflict of interests.

The following items on the agenda were general business items:

The fourth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 30, Emergency Agenda Items.

There were two items:

A) Make a decision as to where to hold Commission meetings beginning with the first meeting in January, 2003.

B) Approval of partial payment of Periodic Pay Request No. 4 – Final in the amount of $114,478.81 to Anderson Columbia, Co., Inc. for work on Taxiway “B” Extension Project at the Airport, and approval to transfer $5,944.81 from contingency to cover the County’s portion.  (Leaves a balance due of $4,417.33 payable upon receipt from DOT)

Commissioner Caruthers moved to discuss agenda item four after agenda item fourteen.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers clarified that there were probably some private individuals who wished to have an item placed on the agenda, but could not make it this early because of their work schedules.  After discussion about revisiting additional agenda items at a later time in the meeting, Commissioner Maxwell withdrew his second, and Commissioner Caruthers withdrew his motion.

Chairman Hatch stated that he would return to item four later in the meeting.

The fifth item on the agenda was a request for approval of minutes of meetings held on November 19th and December 2nd, 2002.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that on the page reference as 6, the on-site inspector had been removed from the job, not the on-site engineer.  He also stated that on the page referenced as 14, he believed that the contact person for a Department of Transportation meeting was Mr. Johnny Wooley, not Commissioner Caruthers as indicated.

Commissioner Poole stated that the original suggestion was for Commissioner Caruthers to be the contact person, but it was later clarified that Mr. Wooley would be the contact person.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested that Deputy Clerk Musgrove watch the meeting video in question again to ascertain what was actually said.

After research, Deputy Clerk Musgrove made both of Commissioner Caruthers’ suggested changes.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the aforementioned minutes as corrected.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee Representative to request waiver of the rental fee for the use of Exhibition II on January 20, 2003.

Ms. Sandra Riley read a request by the Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee to request the use of Exhibition II building on January 19th and January 20th and waiver of fees.  She stated that in past years, the Board had waived any fees for such use.

Commissioner Udell moved to waive the rental fee for the use of Exhibition II on January 20th, 2003.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventh item on the agenda was a request for approval for the Fair Association to lease the Coliseum Complex for the month of March, 2003.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if County Attorney Airth would be at the current meeting.  Chairman Hatch responded that he would be late.

Commissioner Caruthers asked that the Chairman wait to discuss this issue until County Attorney Airth was present.

Chairman Hatch moved to agenda item eight.

The eighth item on the agenda was for representatives of the Wishing Well Subdivision to address the Board regarding an MSBU for capital project road improvements.

Mr. Alonzo Herod, on behalf of the Wishing Well Subdivision, asked that the Board authorize the use of an MSBU for capital project road improvements on their road.  He then discussed previous requests to the Board for work to be done on their road.

County Attorney Airth arrived at the meeting at 4:13 p.m.

Chairman Hatch asked County Coordinator Johnny Wooley the process and time required for the hearing.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that advertisements had to be made for four consecutive weeks, but the non-ad valorem assessment would not take place before January of 2004.  He added that mailings would be required for all affected parties.

Mr. Herod stated that the Wishing Well Subdivision had attempted to have their road paved for fourteen years, and wished that the Board would take exception to the rules.

County Attorney Airth stated that it was possible to have the non-ad valorem assessment if it could be completed by March 15th with the Tax Collector and Property Appraiser’s authorization.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that advertisements would still not be complete before the December deadline, and Florida Statutes dictated this, not Board policy.

Commissioner Maxwell suggested that if the occupants of the Wishing Well Subdivision complied with all requirements, they be allowed to have their road paved through non-ad valorem assessment at the first available opportunity.

Commissioner Maxwell moved that if the Wishing Well Subdivision occupants did whatever 147th Road occupants had done to get their road financed (without County funding), that the Board approve the project.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that there had been some misunderstanding about the lifting of the paving moratorium, and that the Wishing Well Subdivision’s original request had been that the Board pave the road using County funds.  It was only later that the Wishing Well Subdivision agreed to pay for the paving of their road.   Mr. Herod stated that he had not been informed that the paving moratorium had been lifted.  Commissioner Maxwell clarified that the Board had not approved 147th Road yet, but would discuss the issue tonight, adding that the road paving request seemed to be in order.  Commissioner Caruthers suggested that the Public Works Department not be overloaded with excess projects, and asked Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, if the Road Department could complete the road in the next year.  Mr. Sikes responded that it could be completed in the next year.  The motion to allow a future MSBU for the Wishing Well Subdivision if all things were in order carried unanimously.

Chairman Hatch returned to agenda item seven.

The seventh item on the agenda was a request for approval for the Fair Association to lease the Coliseum Complex for the month of March, 2003.

Mr. Tim Alcorn stated that he had discussed the issue with those groups that would be affected, and they had agreed to it.

Commissioner Poole stated that there had been problems in the past with certain groups claiming that Coliseum property was theirs, when in fact all of it was the County’s.  He stated that he had been a part of discussions with Mr. Alcorn to set a $300 fee for the entire month of March for the use of the Coliseum.

Discussion ensued regarding whether the Coliseum was available, and that the Fair would occur March 10th through 16th.

Commissioner Udell stated that just because the Fair Board leased the Coliseum Complex for the month of March did not mean that the Fair Board could do whatever it wanted there, specifically a demolition derby.

Chairman Hatch stated that he also had a problem with holding a demolition derby in the rodeo arena, as it had the potential to damage County property or cause injury.

Commissioner Poole stated that holding a demolition derby was a losing battle, and that it should be discussed after the meeting.

Mr. Alcorn stated that the contract would mean that the Fair Board would be in control of the Coliseum for the month of March, and anyone wanting to schedule a day there would need to contact the Fair Board, not the Board of County Commissioners.

Commissioner Caruthers asked County Attorney Airth if the contract was acceptable.  County Attorney Airth responded that he had read it, and found no problems with it.

Commissioner Udell asked why the Fair Board wanted the control of the Coliseum for the month of March.  Commissioner Poole responded that there had been territorial disputes over who would be using the Coliseum during specific times.

Commissioner Udell clarified that he merely wanted the Board to have the opportunity to use the Coliseum if need be.  Mr. Alcorn responded that he would work with whoever needed the complex.

Commissioner Udell moved to allow the Fair Association to lease the Coliseum Complex for the month of March, 2003.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and after discussion about certain events to be held in March, the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-??)

The ninth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a preliminary plat of the Bonny Oaks Subdivision.

Mr. Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated that the 40.44 acre property, containing five parcels, was located at the intersection of 112th Road and 109th Drive.

Chairman Hatch asked County Attorney Airth if he had found any problems with the proposed subdivision.  County Attorney Airth responded that there was a problem with water flow direction on the plat.

Mr. Alcorn stated that he would make the corrections on the final plat.

Commissioner Poole discussed having a 60-foot right-of-way for new plats, and this plat only had 50 feet.  Mr. Alcorn responded that the property owner should have no problems with deeding over the extra ten feet.

County Attorney Airth stated that if the property owner deeded over the extra ten feet, they would not have enough for ten-acre lots, which would change the lot requirements according to the County’s Land Development Regulations.

Commissioner Udell reminded the Board that they had decided earlier in the year that all new subdivisions would require a 60-foot right-of-way from the very beginning.

Mr. Alcorn stated that he could agree to the changes, as long as the extra ten feet of right-of-way was still counted as part of the ten-acre tracts.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the preliminary plat of the Bonny Oaks Subdivision subject to the changes discussed, that an extra ten-foot right-of-way on the western side of the property would still be used as part of the property density.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The tenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a preliminary plat of the Deer Meadow Phase II Subdivision.

Mr. Meeks stated that this would be the second phase of the Deer Meadow Subdivision. He added that 77th Road and 68th Street, 126.25 acres, with 25 lots of approximately five acres each, and would require new paved roads built to County standards at the owner’s expense.

Discussion ensued on changes to the plat, including a 60-foot right-of-way.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested better detail on the road construction.

Chairman Hatch requested a recap of corrections to be required.  Mr. Meeks listed the items.

Commissioner Udell asked why these plats could not come to the Board complete.  Mr. Alcorn responded that he had a check-off list of things to have on a plat, and simply followed his list.

Commissioner Udell stated that he was concerned because there had been several plats with errors and lack of information, and asked that Mr. Alcorn better prepare the plats for the Board.

(Tape 1, Side 2)

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat of the Deer Meadow Phase II Subdivision with the suggested changes.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell asked that if Mr. Meeks had sufficient time to review the preliminary plat, he recommended to the surveyors changes before the Board received a preliminary plat.  Mr. Meeks responded that he normally had the changes made before the Board received a preliminary plat, but had not had time to do so in this case.

Mr. Sikes asked if engineers certified that plat and any roads within it met Department of Transportation requirements.  County Attorney Airth responded that the engineers themselves provided certification to the County.

Commissioner Caruthers was concerned that the County may inherit roads with problems.

Mr. Sikes stated that he was also concerned that some roads were not being completed to Department of Transportation standards.

Mr. Alcorn stated that there was an engineer’s certificate in the County’s Land Development Regulations certifying that roads were built to Department of Transportation specifications.

Mr. Sikes suggested that there be a clear certification process for accepting roads.

Chairman Hatch suggested that Mr. Sikes should prepare a certification process and return at the next regular Board meeting with his suggestions.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request for approval of the final plat of the Hawkins Estates Phase I Subdivision.

Mr. Meeks stated that the proposed subdivision lies one mile west of CR 49, with two roads serving as access to the sixteen lots of approximately ten acres each.

Commissioner Caruthers asked why there was such a wide buffer around the entire subdivision.  Mr. Alcorn responded that the developer himself had set the requirement for a 150-foot buffer around the subdivision to retain the rural character of the road.

Mr. John Koch, reporter, asked who the developer was.  Commissioner Poole responded that the developer was Mr. James Crapps.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve the final plat of the Hawkins Estates Phase I Subdivision.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Hatch returned to agenda item four, Emergency Agenda Items.

Commissioner Caruthers clarified that he would like to have the request for additional agenda items to be held after other public hearings in further meetings to allow the public a chance to bring issues up after they got off work.

Discussion ensued on the issue.

The fourth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 30, Emergency Agenda Items.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to hold agenda item four after agenda item fourteen.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion failed 2-3, with Commissioner Udell, Commissioner Poole, and Chairman Hatch opposed.

Chairman Hatch opened discussion on agenda item four.

The fourth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 30, Emergency Agenda Items.

There were two items:

A) Make a decision as to where to hold Commission meetings beginning with the first meeting in January, 2003.

B) Approval of partial payment of Periodic Pay Request No. 4 – Final in the amount of $114,478.81 to Anderson Columbia, Co., Inc. for work on Taxiway “B” Extension Project at the Airport, and approval to transfer $5,944.81 from contingency to cover the County’s portion.  (Leaves a balance due of $4,417.33 payable upon receipt from DOT)

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he had a request by the Suwannee County Citizens United to hold a public hearing to consider reversing Chapter 6 (Alcoholic Beverages) of the codified ordinances of Suwannee County, Florida, to the original wording prior to October 15, 2002, and he submitted a letter to that effect.  (Item C)

Chairman Hatch stated that he had refused to place item C onto the agenda when the individuals had requested it, but would discuss the issue with certain representatives of the Suwannee County Citizens United in January.

Commissioner Maxwell asked that if 500 citizens came at the next meeting, would they be allowed their five minutes of speaking time each.  Chairman Hatch responded that the Board would listen to them.

Commissioner Udell asked the reason for the request to bring the alcohol issue back up, as it had been discussed two months ago.  Commissioner Caruthers responded that the Suwannee County Citizens United had requested that the item be placed on the agenda, but the Chairman had refused to do so until after he discussed it with certain representatives in private.  Commissioner Caruthers added that he was now bringing the issue up as an emergency agenda item according to Board policy.

Commissioner Maxwell asked if there was a written policy stating that the Chairman had the power to keep items from the regular agenda.  Chairman Hatch responded that there was no written policy.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to add Item C, discussion on Sunday alcohol sales, to the Emergency Agenda Items.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded.  Commissioner Poole stated that one of the public present, Mr. Norman Anders, was one of the signers of the Suwannee County Citizens United letter, and would be happy for Mr. Anders to call him.  Commissioner Poole described the history of the change to the County’s alcohol regulations, stating that the item had been withdrawn shortly after September 11th, 2001.  A short time later, Commissioner Poole, as Chairman of the Board, had told Mr. James Cornett, owner of the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park and the original requestor of the change in ordinances, that he would not listen to the issue for another year.  Mr. Cornett then waited a year to bring the issue back up.  Commissioner Poole stated that he was not interested in hearing the issue for another year.  Commissioner Maxwell asked County Attorney Airth if the Chairman had the right to stop a citizen from bringing an issue before the Board for a year.  County Attorney Airth responded that the basis of the policy was to keep an issue from being discussed at every meeting.  Commissioner Maxwell asked if there was a written policy to that effect.  County Attorney Airth responded that the policy was not just for ordinances, but for all types of requests.  After further requesting, County Attorney Airth responded that he was not sure if the policy was written.  Chairman Hatch stated that he had read that special zoning exceptions could not be brought up for one year, and if the issue was brought back up, he would not be so willing to compromise.  Commissioner Caruthers asked County Attorney Airth to tell the Board what he had said to him about a written policy to the Board on items that were not related to special exceptions, such as ordinances, resolutions, and agreements.  County Attorney Airth responded that he had told Commissioner Caruthers that the issue could be brought back up without waiting a year, unless it dealt with special exceptions.  Commissioner Udell asked who Mr. Anders represented.  Mr. Anders responded that some citizens were in churches, but not all.  Commissioner Udell stated that he had gone to the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park on Sunday night to hear a concert, and saw nothing negative about the performance that would indicate that the Board had made a wrong decision.  He added that taxpayers paid money to be used to provide services to them.  Commissioner Udell stated that he compromised on the night that the change to alcoholic sales took place, to limit when and who could sell alcohol on Sundays.  He stated that on the night the Board changed the alcohol regulations, those who had been against the change were mostly from churches.  Commissioner Udell stated that he had copies of letters showing that several churches had their tax-exempt status revoked by IRS for meddling in government matters.  He added that he had already researched the issue of which churches were exempt from taxes, and felt that the alcohol issue was not a religious issue.  Commissioner Udell added that he remained convinced that his decision to change the County’s alcohol regulations was right, although he had made compromises about who would be allowed to sell alcohol on Sundays.  He stated that if the issue were brought back up before the Board, he would not be willing to compromise.  Chairman Hatch stated that he had a church bulletin from December 15th from the Live Oak Church of God stating that the Chairman had refused to meet with concerned citizens, and in addition the bulletin asked that all concerned citizens come to the current Board meeting at 7:00 p.m.  Chairman Hatch stated that he was very angered at the bulletin, as he had offered to meet privately with up to three representatives of Suwannee County Citizens United.  Commissioner Maxwell stated that he had worked around alcohol sales in the past, and taxes from alcohol would not bring much money into the County.  He stated that some of those opposed to the extended hours of sale of alcohol were not churchgoers.  Commissioner Maxwell added that he was charged to represent the majority of his district, and this is what he was doing.  He added that the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park was not about to go bankrupt.  Commissioner Udell stated that he had a problem with people trying to regulate norms for other people, adding that as an African-American and Vietnam Conflict veteran, he had been subject to people regulating how he did things most of his life.  Commissioner Udell also stated that the Board had not heard from a majority of Suwannee County, and the true majority had not yet spoken on the issue.  After discussions with many people within the City of Live Oak and Suwannee County, Commissioner Udell felt that a voter referendum would lead to Suwannee County becoming a wet county.  Commissioner Maxwell reminded the Board that the last wet-dry election showed that a larger majority than normal had voted for Suwannee County to remain dry.  Mr. Ivie Fowler stated that he had been a commissioner for four years, and had never stopped a citizen from bringing up an issue before the Board.  The motion to add the alcohol issue to the agenda failed 2-3, with Commissioner Poole, Commissioner Udell, and Chairman Hatch opposed.

Clerk of Court Kenneth Dasher asked that an item be added to the agenda to discuss changing the name of the Hospital Trust Fund by resolution.  (Item D)

Commissioner Udell asked for time to read the proposed resolution before discussing it.  He added that the original requirement was to use funds from the Hospital Trust Fund was a vote of 4-1 or 5-0, and asked if a 5-0 vote would be required for spending the money in the proposed resolution.  Clerk Dasher responded that he had taken the liberty of placing a blank space for the Board to determine the vote required.

County Attorney Airth asked if the issue could be discussed at another meeting.  Clerk Dasher responded that he had held off closing the books for Fiscal Year 2001-2002 because of Board actions, and this change had been recommended by the County Auditor for several years in a row.

Commissioner Udell moved to add Item D to the agenda.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. Elaine Robinson, Board Executive Manager, reminded the Board that they had not voted to add Items A and B to the agenda.

Commissioner Udell moved to add Item A and B to the agenda.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Hatch called for a recess for supper at 5:31 p.m., to return at 7:00 p.m.

December 17, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida

7:00 p.m.


Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order and stated that it appeared that the seating capacity of the room might have been reached or exceeded.  He asked for a count while Clerk of Court Dasher discussed additional agenda item D.

D)
To discuss changing the name of the Hospital Trust Fund by resolution.

Clerk Dasher stated that after further discussions with his Finance Director, he had decided that this item could be withdrawn until the next regular meeting.  He added that Representative Dwight Stansel had presented the thirteen fire departments with a check for $250 each from his campaign fund, and submitted them to the Chairman with a request that they be sent to the volunteer fire departments.

The twelfth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, for the Chairman to call for public concerns or comments from the audience.

Mr. Alfred Linton stated that he represented Suwannee County Citizens United, a group of concerned citizens who wished that the Board would rescind their decision to allow some Sunday alcohol sales.  He stated that his group was the Board’s friends and family, and did not wish to condemn the Board.  Mr. Linton stated that there were now two issues that he wished to discuss:  the right to be heard and alcohol sales on Sundays.  He stated that his original request had been for a public hearing, not to hold a private hearing with Chairman Hatch.  Mr. Linton stated that being treated like this was a violation of decency, and he was embarrassed by the Chairman’s decision to refuse to place the request on the agenda.  Mr. Linton brought with him several boxes that he stated were full of petitions and letters against alcohol sales on Sunday, adding that the opposition only had hundreds or letters instead of the thousands that he had before him.  Mr. Linton stated that the issue was now simply the right to be heard in public.  He again stated that the citizens’ group had asked for a public hearing, and a public hearing with more seating than City Hall could accommodate.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the request to hear the item concerning Sunday alcohol sales.  Chairman Hatch stated that the motion was out of order, as this was the public comments section.

Chairman Hatch stated that he had suggested a January 9th private meeting with up to three representatives of Suwannee County Citizens United, but Mr. Linton had not answered his letter.  Chairman Hatch then read the bulletin from the Live Oak Church of God discussing the issue that had been read earlier in the meeting.

(Tape 2, Side 1)


Chairman Hatch stated that he had written a letter for a private meeting, and had not outright refused to hear the issue.


Mr. Linton stated that his request had been for a public hearing, not a private meeting.  He then asked why Commissioner Caruthers’ motion was out of order.  County Attorney Airth responded that the public comments section was not open to Board action, but simply to allow the public to make their comments.


Commissioner Caruthers stated that the Attorney’s opinion had been that whatever a majority of the Board wished, that was what happened, whether or not it was “Board policy” or not.


Commissioner Udell stated that Commissioner Caruthers had fought against emergency agenda items in the past, and wondered why Commissioner Caruthers had presented one tonight.  He added the he was not aware of the Board addressing the issue at all, and that it was tradition that the Board listened to the concerns of the public.  Commissioner Caruthers responded that the reason he had brought up the issue was that although he was concerned with emergency agenda items that were brought up at the last minute, Chairman Hatch had refused to allow the item on the regular agenda after a request from the public, and this was the only way to have it discussed on the agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers added that he had originally requested that adding additional items be discussed after 7:00 p.m., so that he did not have to make the request, but Chairman Hatch, Commissioner Poole, and Commissioner Udell had voted to deny holding it then.


Chairman Hatch stated that those in favor of Sunday sales of alcohol had not been informed of the intent of those opposed to alcohol to bring the issue up tonight.  He added that there was a minimum impact on alcohol sales anyway.


Commissioner Poole stated that he had voted against the alcohol sales, although he had negotiated with it to an extent.  He stated that he had heard about tonight’s request from rumors around town.  Commissioner Poole stated that he had made Mr. Cornett wait a year after the original request for Sunday alcohol sales had been withdrawn for it to be brought up again.  He stated that he would hold to his principles, and intended to be reelected in two years by holding to these principles.


Commissioner Maxwell stated that there was no written policy that allowed the Chairman to keep an item from being placed on an agenda.  He stated that the request had been to set a public hearing a month from now in a larger facility, as the opposition to increased alcohol sales had not been given a fair chance at the original meeting to discuss their side.  Commissioner Maxwell also stated that Mr. Cornett of the Spirit of the Suwannee had been allowed nearly two hours to present his side of the issue, and the opposition had not been allowed a fair chance to respond.


Chairman Hatch stated that the Board’s policy was to wait a year after an item was brought up.


Commissioner Maxwell stated that there was no written policy to wait a year for an issue to be brought back up, and one commissioner making a decision to refuse to hear the issue was not fair.  He asked for a copy of anything allowing the Chairman to refuse to discuss the issue and then wait a year to bring it back up.


Commissioner Poole stated that he would support Chairman Hatch, as he had been in a similar situation while he was Chairman last year.  He apologized for the tight quarters of the City Council Meeting Room at the meeting in October, but he had attempted to find other places.


Commissioner Caruthers stated that the Board had no one-year wait for ordinances, as the animal control ordinance held on the same night as the alcohol ordinance was discussed two weeks later.


Chairman Hatch responded that the animal control ordinance was discussed two weeks later because of a failure to have a correct copy submitted to the Department of State in the ten-day period as Florida Statutes dictate.


Mr. Linton asked again for the right to be heard in public.  Chairman Hatch responded that he had submitted a letter asking for a private meeting with Mr. Linton and up two other representatives, and did not like the lies being told.


Mr. Linton stated in a loud and argumentative tone that he had no intention to discuss anything with Chairman Hatch in private, and stated that Chairman Hatch had said something different just a few minutes before.


Chairman Hatch gaveled Mr. Linton for being out of order, and added that Mr. Linton should now leave the room.


Several members of the audience stated that Chairman Hatch was out of order.


Chairman Hatch asked if he needed to clear the room.


Mr. Linton stated that those with him would leave the room voluntarily.


Mr. George Fuller stated that earlier in the meeting, two of the commissioners had stated that the public wanted to speak on one of the early agenda items, but could not as they were at work.  He stated that night meetings had changed from 6:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., and asked what the Board had gained, as they took a supper that was nearly as long as the two hour-difference in times.  Mr. Fuller suggested instead that the public should be given the opportunity to sit through an entire meeting after work if they so wished instead of missing the first hour or two because of a conflict with most work schedules.


Chairman Hatch stated that most of the items discussed before supper were housekeeping issues, and kept the Board from adjourning later.


Mr. Fuller suggested that it was the Board’s responsibility that the public be allowed the opportunity to hear an entire meeting, and added that tonight was just such a case, as emergency additional agenda items was discussed before most of the public had arrived.


Commissioner Udell respected Mr. Fuller’s request, but explained that before 1996, all meetings were held at 9:00 a.m.  He felt that the Board had compromised by holding half their regular meetings in the late afternoon and night, and most of the items discussed at 4:00 p.m. were housekeeping issues anyway.


Mr. Fuller asked about additional agenda items, and why they were discussed prior to 7:00 p.m.  Commissioner Udell responded that he had no problem with hearing additional agenda items after 7:00 p.m.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider approval of an application for a zoning special permit to change the current landfill classification of the Live Oak C & D Landfill L.L.C. to a Class III Landfill.

Mr. Meeks stated that the landfill had opened in 1999 as a C & D landfill, but the owners were now requesting that the landfill be changed to a Class III Landfill.  He added that the Board could approve the request, but final approval was up to the Department of Environmental Protection.

Chairman Hatch asked what the change in classification would allow.  Mr. Meeks responded that the change would allow private individuals to use the landfill instead of just contractors.

Commissioner Udell asked if the change in classification would allow different materials than could now be placed in the landfill.  Mr. Meeks responded that it would not really change the materials that were allowed, but would open the landfill up to materials from homeowners as well as contractors.

Commissioner Maxwell asked if there were any inspectors who determined what could and could not be allowed in the landfill.  Mr. Meeks responded that the Department of Environmental Protection made periodic checks.

Mrs. Sue Lamb, reporter, asked what items would be allowed into the landfill.  Mr. Meeks read a list of the items allowed into the landfill.

Chairman Hatch stated that he understood that the request to change the landfill’s classification would allow homeowners to use the landfill instead of using the County’s landfill.  Mr. Meeks responded that this was true.

County Attorney Airth asked that Mr. Meeks discuss the differences in a C & D landfill and a Class III landfill.  Mr. Meeks explained the differences.

County Attorney Airth clarified that the change in the classification would not necessarily change what went into the landfill, but merely the source of the material.

Commissioner Udell stated that he now understood the landfill owner’s request, and discussed ongoing tests for groundwater contamination.

Mr. Mowrey, attorney, stated that the landfill owners were in compliance with all Department of Environmental Protection regulations.

Mr. Blane Nelson of Nelson Engineering Company stated that he was the original designer of the landfill.  He briefly discussed the differences in various types of landfills, and discussed changes within the last five years to DEP regulations.

Commissioner Caruthers asked specifically what changes would need to be made to the landfill site.  Mr. Nelson responded that there would be no physical changes to the landfill, merely changes to who was allowed to dump materials.

Commissioner Poole asked if the existing groundwater monitoring wells would continue to be monitored.  Mr. Nelson responded that they would be monitored, and there was the possibility of additional wells once the landfill was expanded.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Mowrey if there had been any violations of the landfill in the past.  Mr. Mowrey responded that there had been none since the landfill was opened.

Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There being no comments, Chairman Hatch closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve (an application for a zoning special permit to change the current landfill classification of the Live Oak C & D Landfill L.L.C. to a Class III Landfill).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and after further discussion about changes in operations or the owners, the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2003-11)

The fourteenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider amending the Fiscal Year 2000 Community Development Block Grant Project (CDBG – Wellborn Water Project) by deleting acquisition activity in the amount of $55,000 and increasing water tank/well/treatment plant activity from $557,000 to $612,400 and change the location of the water supply well.

Mr. Scott Koons, Director of Local Government Assistance, North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, stated that the County needed to amend the grant project with the State, as the line item for site acquisition was much less than anticipated, as well as other changes.

Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There being no comments, Chairman Hatch closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell moved to amend (the Fiscal Year 2000 Community Development Block Grant Project (CDBG – Wellborn Water Project) by deleting acquisition activity in the amount of $55,000 and increasing water tank/well/treatment plant activity from $557,000 to $612,400 and change the location of the water supply well).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Hatch called a recess at 7:51 p.m.

7:59 p.m.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order and moved to agenda item eighteen.  Commissioner Udell was not present.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution expressing the Board’s intent to utilize the uniform method of collecting and enforcing non-ad valorem assessments of the 147th Road Municipal Services Benefit Unit.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that this was a request to pave the road running through the Hidden Oaks Subdivision, and suggested that Mrs. Cheryl Riley discuss the issue.

Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 8:02 p.m.

Mrs. Riley discussed prior Board and private meetings held concerning the 147th Road MSBU.
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Mrs. Riley continued discussing the 147th Road MSBU, adding that the majority of those south of the Hidden Oaks Subdivision had decided not to participate in the project.  Therefore, the total requested length to be paved was 1.7 miles, with an overall split of 85%-15% between the property owners, with the Hidden Oaks Subdivision taking 85% and large landowners south of it paying the rest.


Commissioner Udell asked if anyone had not voted in favor of the paving.  Mrs. Riley responded that there was only one person, a Mr. Green, who had voted against the paving project because of other, similar, paving projects that affected some of his other properties.


County Attorney Airth stated that the purpose of the agenda item was to discuss whether or not to have an ad valorem collection for the road in question, not who would be paying what percentage.

Commissioner Udell stated that the questions he was asking would help him to determine whether or not to vote for the issue.  He then asked where the paved road would end.  Mrs. Riley responded that it would end on a graded road that leads to Mattress Factory Road.

Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.

Mr. Donald Brinkman stated that he was for the project, and there had been a lot of work done on making it work.

Mr. Randy Holland stated that he was also for the project, as it was a win-win situation for the County.

Commissioner Udell asked if there was anyone present to address rumors he had heard.

Mrs. Riley asked what rumors Commissioner Udell was referencing, and stated that the only thing she knew about was what was shown on paper.

Chairman Hatch stated that additional paving projects would be another issue.

There being no further comments, Chairman Hatch closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt a resolution (expressing the Board’s intent to utilize the uniform method of collecting and enforcing non-ad valorem assessments of the 147th Road Municipal Services Benefit Unit).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2003-??)

Chairman Hatch returned to agenda item fifteen.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider budget amendments for the Wellborn Water Project (CDBG).

Mr. Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, briefly discussed the issue and asked for permission to advertise.  He added that the money expended would be fronted for the project.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the hearing could be held at the next regular Board meeting.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to hold a public hearing to consider budget amendments for the Wellborn Water Project (CDBG) on January 7th at 10:00 a.m.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda a request to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee regarding bids received for installation of a 150,000 elevated water tank for the Wellborn Water Project.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2002-10)  (Tabled at the October 3rd, 2002 meeting)

Mr. Robinson advised the Board that the Bid Review Committee had recommended the low bidder, Caldwell Tanks, Inc., and asked for approval.

Commissioner Poole moved to award the bid for a 150,000 elevated water tank for the Wellborn Water Project to Caldwell Tanks, Inc. for a $295,800 steel tank.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a request to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee regarding bids received for a water supply well for the Wellborn Water System.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2002-17)  (Bids opened at the December 2nd, 2002 meeting)

Mr. Robinson asked for the Board to award the bid and approval to purchase a water supply well from Rowe Drilling at a cost of $215,938, as recommended by the Bid Review Committee.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to award the bid for a water supply well for the Wellborn Water System to Rowe Drilling in the amount of $215,938.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution expressing the Board’s intent to utilize the uniform method of collecting and enforcing non-ad valorem assessments of the 147th Road Municipal Services Benefit Unit.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item fifteen.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was for a representative of the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report.

There was nothing to report.

The twentieth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had nothing to discuss other than the Governor’s Legislative Affairs Office concerning revenue sharing and sales tax use.  He added that he had spoken with Representative Stansel on the issue, and he was in favor of the changes.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, discussed the CR 349 project.  He stated that according to the contract, the engineer was the first one to render a decision on the contract.  He clarified that the engineer was responsible for determining if the road met the requirements, and for the engineer to pursue a remedy before the owner (the County through the Board of County Commissioners) could pursue the situation.

Chairman Hatch suggested that Mr. Sikes should inform the Board of the engineer’s remedy.

Mr. Sikes also stated that the engineer, Mr. Frank Darabi of Darabi and Associates, had asked for a meeting with the Board to discuss the details of the project and how to remedy the problems.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that he could not believe that the engineer would expect the County and the citizens to accept the road in its present condition.  He suggested that the Board withhold sufficient money from the engineer and contractor to make the repairs.  Commissioner Maxwell suggested that any money owed to Mr. Darabi should be withheld as well until fault could be determined.

Chairman Hatch stated that the Board was holding the remainder of the contractor’s money for the project.

Commissioner Maxwell suggested that Mr. Darabi’s payment be withheld.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested that according to the contract for the CR 349 project, the Board did in fact need to have a meeting with the engineer.  He also agreed with Commissioner Maxwell’s comments, and suggested that the Board be unified on the issue.  Commissioner Caruthers added that the problem was not with the Board, but with the contractor and the engineer, and it was not up to the Board to fix the road.

Commissioner Poole agreed with Commissioner Maxwell and Commissioner Caruthers.  He stated that he had been lobbied, but was not willing to negotiate for the engineer and contractor, as it was the staff’s responsibility to see to it that the road was completed according to State standards.

Commissioner Udell stated that as a commissioner, he was not interested in having a meeting about CR 137, but saw that the contract needed to be enforced.  He merely wanted the job completed according to specifications.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that the Board needed to meet with Mr. Darabi according to the wording of the contract for CR 349.  He reminded the Board that he had asked Mr. Darabi about lump-sum quantities, and had been told that it was the contractor’s responsibility to determine that.

Commissioner Udell again stated that he was not interesting in meeting with Anderson Columbia, Inc., (the contractor) or Mr. Darabi, but merely that the work be completed to specifications.

Deputy Clerk Tyson questioned what type of meeting and clarified that meeting with the Board did not necessarily mean a workshop, as action may need to be made by the Board.

Commissioner Udell stated that he would not want to meet in a workshop or regular meeting.

Discussion ensued on the wording of the contracts, one with the contractor and one with the engineer, which spelled out how the Board should proceed.

Mr. Sikes stated that Mr. Darabi should be allowed to discuss the problems with CR 349.

Chairman Hatch suggested that Mr. Darabi be placed on the agenda for the regular meeting on January 7th, 2003.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a written staff report and discussed several items on it.  He also discussed several online databases of great value that would be made available through the Internet in the near future.

Chairman Hatch stated that the Library was the school library for homeschooled students, and asked if the online databases would include education books.  Mr. Hales responded that some of the databases under discussion were mainly for educators, but the students could use them as well.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Chairman Hatch called a short recess at 8:45 p.m.

December 17, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida

8:59 p.m.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was in compliance with Suwannee County Ordinance 2002-09, to receive a report from the Building Official regarding revenue generated and expenses incurred by the Building Department during Fiscal Year 2001-2002.

Mrs. Bobby Spears, Staff Assistant, discussed a submitted revenue and expense statement for Fiscal Year 2001-2002, showing total revenue of $243,688.78 and expenses of $229,447.98.  She added that the Building Department’s expenses should not exceed revenue for this fiscal year, and discussed revenues and expenses to date for Fiscal Year 2002-2003.

Commissioner Poole stated that the Building Department seemed to be supporting itself from its own revenues.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the extra revenue went into the General Revenue Fund.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that the money stayed in the Municipal Services Fund.

Commissioner Udell asked that Mr. Patrick Sura, Building Inspector, come before the Board every so often, as it had been some time since he had been able to appear before the Board.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was a request for approval of a request for destruction of Building Department records.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that with the relocation of records, he had asked Mrs. Spears and Mr. Sura to determine what records could be destroyed.  The list before the Board was a list of those that had met their retention period.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve destruction of Building Department records as requested.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded.  Commissioner Maxwell asked about cemetery records, and it was clarified that these were not part of the destruction order.  The motion carried unanimously.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that he had some concerns with retaining the functions of the Building Department, and it would be more difficult in the future to hire building officials.  He stated that he and the Building Department were considering other options, such as a regional building department, and would bring back to the Board any information discovered.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Periodic Pay Request No. 4 in the amount of $140,927.23 to Anderson Columbia, Co., Inc. for CR 137 road improvements.

Mr. Sikes stated that he thought the item had been approved at the last regular meeting, but there had been some confusion.  He stated that CR 137 was acceptable to he and the engineer, and asked for Board approval.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve (payment of Periodic Pay Request No. 4 in the amount of $140,927.23 to Anderson Columbia, Co., Inc., for CR 137 road improvements).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was a request for approval to advertise for bids for the paving of Blue Lake Road.

Mr. Sikes stated that information had been provided to the Board about the proposed bid, and asked for authorization to advertise for bidding out the project.

Commissioner Caruthers asked about clarification for all bids being mailed or delivered to the Clerk’s Office.  Mr. Sikes agreed to change the language that all bids would be sent to the Clerk’s Office.

Commissioner Caruthers also addressed the bidder’s list, and that all interested contractors should be allowed to bid.  He also addressed reasons for the owner (Board) to reject any and all bids, and suggested past performance should be one of the reasons.

Chairman Hatch and County Attorney Airth suggested that the language should simply be that the owner retained the rights to reject any and all bids (for whatever reason they saw fit).

Discussion ensued on the wording of the advertisement to keep irresponsible bidders from being awarded further bids.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to advertise for bids for the paving of Blue Lake Road.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  After discussion, Commissioner Maxwell moved to amend the motion to make a change as to whom the bids were mailed (Clerk’s Office instead of engineer).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion to amend carried unanimously.  The original motion as amended carried unanimously.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.

Commissioner Poole stated that he had an item on Madison County’s next agenda about forming a coalition of the surrounding counties.  He asked that Chairman Hatch appoint him to a regional committee, which would be tasked with discussing regional issues.

Chairman Hatch appointed Commissioner Poole to the “Suwannee River Valley Economic Coalition For Progress” to discuss regional issues.

Commissioner Udell applauded Commissioner Poole’s attempt for uniting with surrounding counties, and discussed recent activities in which small rural counties had combined to defeat larger counties’ agendas that otherwise would have been detrimental to the smaller counties.

Commissioner Poole discussed the Small County Road Assistance Program, and how the smaller counties were able to win a weighted vote by gaining support from some large counties.

(Audiotaping resumed at 9:31 p.m. from the last break)


Chairman Hatch discussed several issues that Suwannee County had been able to discuss with the larger counties as well as with the Governor’s Office.


Commissioner Udell publicly acknowledged Chairman Hatch and Commissioner Poole’s work in saving the SCRAP program.


Commissioner Poole stated that Ms. Slapp, grant writer for DeSoto County, had picked up a grant while she was at the Florida Association of Counties Conference.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was a request for approval of an Interlocal Agreement creating the North Florida Workforce Development Consortium.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Board had a copy of the agreement, and asked for approval.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve an Interlocal Agreement creating the North Florida Workforce Consortium.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-??)

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was a request to set a joint workshop with the School Board, Branford Town Council, and the Live Oak City Council for Tuesday, January 14, 2003, from 9:00 a.m. until noon, at Live Oak City Hall to discuss various issues impacting City and County government and the School Board.

Chairman Hatch stated that the original meeting had been canceled when one of the other three entities had failed to properly advertise for the meeting.

Discussion ensued about advertisements, and it was mentioned that at least the School Board wished to make their own advertisement.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to set a joint workshop with the School Board, Branford Town Council, and the Live Oak City Council for Tuesday, January 14, 2003, from 9:00 a.m. until noon, at Live Oak City Hall to discuss various issues impacting City and County government and the School Board.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was for the Board to select a grant consultant.

Chairman Hatch stated that the Board needed to make a decision on a grant consultant, and briefly discussed the process.
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Commissioner Caruthers asked if the selection was merely for CDBG grants.  Chairman Hatch responded that the selection would be for more than CDBG grants.

Commissioner Udell stated that he understood that choosing this grant consultant would not sever any ties with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.

Mr. Koons stated that the County’s advertisement had been for CDBG grants only.  However, the County could only pursue one CDBG grant at a time, and since the NCFRPC currently did the Board’s CDBG grants, the Board’s choice would sever ties with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.

Discussion ensued about what the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council did besides CDBG grants.  Mr. Koons responded that there were other grants his Council pursued.

Chairman Hatch suggested that not enough had been done for grants in the past, and suggested that Ms. Debbie Vickers of the Public Works Department be eased into the role of grant coordinator.

Discussion ensued about not severing ties with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, as the County by Statute paid $7,200 yearly to the Council.

Commissioner Caruthers was confused as to what the Board would be doing, as the advertisement had been to hire a grant consultant for CDBG grants only, which was already done by the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.

Commissioner Poole stated that the County had received only three grants through the CDBG grant in the last eighteen years, and there was much more available.

Commissioner Maxwell did not understand tonight’s request either.

Discussion ensued about what grant consultants would do for the County as well as using Ms. Vickers as a grant writer.

County Attorney Airth stated that the Board should readvertise if they wished to use a grant consultant for more than CDBG grants, as this was the only item advertised.

County Coordinator Wooley discussed the present situation with County funds being used for matching grants, and suggested finding grants that do not require a County match in funds.

Chairman Hatch stated that he had no problem with readvertising the grant consultant request for more than just CDBG grants, but the Board had already listened to the various grant consultants and did not need another meeting.

County Coordinator Wooley suggested that the County either enter into a contract with the consultant with the best standing for CDBG grants only, or reject all bids and readvertise to include all types of grants.

Chairman Hatch recommended that the Board reject everything to date and advertise for grant consultants for all types of grants.

Commissioner Caruthers was concerned with big government, and suggested trying outside grant consultants first before hiring or moving a current County employee into the position of grant coordinator.

Mr. Sikes stated that the Public Works Department had reduced the office staff by one, and the workload had been spread between the two remaining employees.  He stated that there was a problem with comp time and working at home after hours, and recommended another way of doing things other than using one of his current employees.

Commissioner Poole agreed with Mr. Sikes’ comments, and suggested tabling the matter until the January 7th regular meeting to research the issue further.

Commissioner Poole moved to table the issue of selecting a grants consultant until the January 7th meeting so that further information could be gathered.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and then discussed the fact that the original advertisement did not seem to fit the Board’s intent.  The motion to table carried unanimously.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was a request for approval to send a letter requesting the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners to adopt Suwannee County under the Adopt-A-County Program.

Chairman Hatch drafted a letter that the Board had before them, and suggested approval.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to send a letter requesting the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners to adopt Suwannee County under the Adopt-A-County Program).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Hatch called a recess at 10:07 p.m.

December 17, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida

10:10 p.m.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order.

The thirtieth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.

A) Make a decision as to where to hold Commission meetings beginning with the first meeting in January, 2003.

Chairman Hatch stated that there were two options for meeting after January:  the Suwannee County School Board and Suwannee River Water Management.

Commissioner Poole moved to hold Board meetings at the Suwannee River Water Management Meeting Room as of January.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

B) Approval of partial payment of Periodic Pay Request No. 4 – Final in the amount of $114,478.81 to Anderson Columbia, Co., Inc. for work on Taxiway “B” Extension Project at the Airport, and approval to transfer $5,944.81 from contingency to cover the County’s portion.  (Leaves a balance due of $4,417.33 payable upon receipt from DOT)

Mr. Robinson stated that the request was for FAA funding that had a ten-day disbursement deadline.  He added that the FDOT funding had not been received, but requested that the money be disbursed as soon as it was received.  Mr. Robinson also added that the approximately $5,900 transfer needed to be increased to $6,300.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve partial payment of Periodic Pay Request No. 4 – Final in the amount of $114,478.81 to Anderson Columbia, Co., Inc. for work on Taxiway “B” Extension Project at the Airport, approval to transfer $6,300 from contingency to cover the County’s portion, and for approval to disburse the FDOT money once it was received.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Robinson about the possibility of renovating the current Emergency Center to provide a true Emergency Operations Center that met all current wind requirements.  Mr. Robinson responded that blueprints had been sent to Mr. Roland Luster of the Florida Department of Transportation – Aviation Division, and he had determined that it would not be feasible to put a new wind-proof roof over the existing one.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if any extra advertisements would be necessary for the new meeting place to allow the public to receive the information.

Discussion ensued on having additional advertisements.

The Board agreed that additional advertisements would be made in the local newspapers reminding the public of the Board’s change of meeting place.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that Wal-Mart, PCS, and APAC had donated water to the citizens of the north part of the County off CR 132.  He suggested sending a letter thanking those companies, and then discussed the situation in further detail.

The Board agreed to send a letter to those companies that had donated water.

Discussion ensued about the reasons for the contamination, and that it may have been the result of an illegal dumping site.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Hatch adjourned the meeting at 10:26 p.m.
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