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December 2, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., and called upon Commissioner Caruthers to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

The first item on the agenda was to present a plaque to Larry Carroll in recognition of his employment with the County in the Public Works Department from April, 1974 through June, 2002.

Chairman Hatch presented Mr. Carroll with a plaque in recognition of his service to the County.

The following items on the agenda were Consent items:

The second item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoice batches.

The third item on the agenda was to reappoint George Burnham, Jr., Edwin McCook, and George Blake to the SHIP Task Force Committee.

Commissioner Udell stated that he should abstain from voting on invoice batch numbers, as it was possible that he had been paid for indigent services.  He also suggested that the Board receive copies of the invoices before voting upon them.

Commissioner Poole asked that agenda item two be withdrawn from the consent agenda.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve agenda item three.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items on the agenda were General Business items:

The fourth item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.

Commissioner Udell stated that there were several groups who had requested that the Coliseum receive new flooring, and suggested that the Board look into it.  He suggested that grant money be acquired to redo the floor, as well as other work on the Coliseum.

Commissioner Maxwell suggested that there were more needs than simply the flooring, and suggested collecting a list of problems.

Chairman Hatch stated that according to the Finance Department, Commissioner Udell had nothing in this batch of invoices and so could vote.

Commissioner Caruthers mentioned power lines and the truck bypass at the last regular meeting, and asked for feedback.

Chairman Hatch stated that until more engineering work was seen, it was premature to make a decision on the truck bypass.  He asked for Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, to discuss the issue further.

Mr. Sikes stated that he was investigating another route through the property that may cheaper in the long- and short-terms.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he understood that the Department of Transportation had looked into the truck bypass north of town, and suggested that the Department of Transportation take ownership of the road.

Commissioner Maxwell agreed with Commissioner Caruthers’ suggestion that the Department of Transportation be responsible for the bypass if they wanted the road.

Commissioner Poole suggested that the bypass project be pushed through whether or not the Florida Department of Transportation would take over the road.

Commissioner Udell asked if there was an agreement that Suwannee County would take over the road as soon as it was completed.  Mr. Sikes responded that this was his understanding of the agreement with the Department of Transportation.

Commissioner Udell stated that he preferred that the Department of Transportation take over the road, but was not opposed to Suwannee County retaining possession of the road after it was completed with Department of Transportation funds.  He added that Suwannee County was growing, and bypasses around downtown Live Oak were necessary.  Commissioner Udell asked that Commissioner Caruthers not attempt to abandon the project.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he was not attempting to abandon the bypass project, but merely wished that a more economical solution be found.  He added that Suwannee County’s funds were extremely limited, and legislative discussion suggested that further State funds would be cut from rural counties’ budgets.  Commissioner Caruthers suggested that if the bypass’ costs overran expectations, the Department of Transportation be responsible for it, not the County.

Commissioner Udell asked who was responsible for the bid specifications.  Mr. Sikes responded that the County was responsible for the bids, and added that Suwannee County would be responsible for any funds in excess of the $3 million set aside for the bypass project.

Chairman Hatch stated that a bypass for a truck route was long overdue, and suggested waiting until further information was available before making a decision.

The second item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoice batch numbers 2003-092 through 2003-120, for a total of $1,252,003.42.

Chairman Hatch stated that Commissioner Udell did not have any invoices in this batch, so he was free to vote.

Commissioner Udell moved (to approve payment of invoice batch numbers 2003-092 through 2003-120, for a total of $1,252,003.42).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

APPROVED ON 12-02-02

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	
	
	

	1
	GENERAL FUND
	 $    533,166.58 

	112
	HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
	 $                  -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $      77,605.04 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	 $      14,041.49 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $      10,822.16 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $        1,645.00 

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                  -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $      13,107.18 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                  -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $        3,286.88 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                  -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                  -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $    122,101.03 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $      59,672.03 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $      12,394.49 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $        3,700.00 

	251
	RENOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
	 $    368,790.56 

	351
	RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
	 $                  -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $      17,573.31 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $      14,097.67 

	
	
	

	
	BATCHES 2003-0092 – 0120
	

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL:
	 $ 1,252,003.42 


The fifth item on the agenda was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of Courts to present a report.

Mrs. Neena Funicelli, Clerk’s Finance Division employee, submitted handouts of monthly financial information.  She stated that Clerk of Court Kenneth Dasher had requested that the Board continue to limit spending, and hopefully the outlook would be better in January.

Discussion ensued on revenues and expenses for the fiscal year.

The sixth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.

Johnny G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had nothing to discuss.

County Attorney Airth left the meeting.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to discuss.

Commissioner Poole discussed River Road and Falmouth Road, and asked if there was any chance that either of these two roads would be cut from Department of Transportation funding.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he had spoken with Mr. Curtis Keen, engineer for the project, and bid specifications were currently being composed.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a written staff report and discussed AARP tax assistance, electronic database access for registered library users, and a final analysis of expenditures that was very favorable.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present.

Commissioner Poole invited the Board to be the guests of the Rotary Club today at lunch.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, submitted a written staff report and discussed a preliminary site plan for Royal Springs, adding that it may be necessary to expend some County funds on the project.

County Attorney Airth returned to the meeting at 9:35 a.m., and had nothing to report.

Discussion ensued on times that Royal Springs would be open.

The seventh item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 24, Emergency Agenda Items.

There were none.

The eighth item on the agenda was Public Concerns or Comments.

Mr. George Fuller discussed Board appointments that would be brought up later in the meeting.  He discussed the Transportation Disadvantaged Board, adding that three counties were involved in the project.

Discussion ensued on the Transportation Board.

Chairman Hatch moved to agenda item eleven.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request for adoption of a resolution adopting the County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.

Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, mentioned that the State of Florida required local Emergency Management Services to prepare Comprehensive Management Plans according to Florida Statute 252.  He asked that the Board adopt a resolution adopting the Plan, and read the proposed resolution.

Commissioner Poole moved (to adopt a resolution adopting the County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Hatch moved to agenda item twelve.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request to set a workshop with the County emergency manager and staff for review of the County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.

Mr. McDonald asked that the Board set the workshop, adding that it would only take an hour or two.

(Tape 1, Side 2)


Discussion ensued on the next regular meeting date of December 17th.


Commissioner Poole moved set the workshop at 1:30 p.m. on December 17th.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Mr. McDonald stated that despite rumors, there was not much terrorism money available to local counties.

Chairman Hatch called a short recess at 9:52 a.m.

December 2, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida

10:05 a.m.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order and returned to agenda item nine.

The ninth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be considered, to open bids for a water supply well for the Wellborn Water System.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2002-17)

Mrs. Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, opened the two bids.

The first bid was from Layne Atlantic, Inc., of Lakeland.  Their bid was $293,146.

The second bid was from Rowe Drilling Company, Inc. of Tallahassee.  Their bid was $215,938.

Mrs. Mixon asked that the Bid Review Committee review the bids to determine if they both met the necessary criteria, and then report back to the Board.

The Board agreed to the request.

The tenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be considered, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance establishing and providing a Countywide system for the management and regulation of  nuisance, dangerous, rabid, at-large, feral, injured, or diseased domestic animals.

Ms. Janice Hunter, Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office Animal Control Officer, advised the Board of changes in the section concerning identification for animals.  She added that today’s date and the new Chairman’s name had been placed on the ordinance.

Commissioner Udell moved (to adopt an ordinance establishing and providing a Countywide system for the management and regulation of  nuisance, dangerous, rabid, at-large, feral, injured, or diseased domestic animals).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2003-??)

Major Les Hall questioned effective date.  The Board responded that January 1st was the effective date of the ordinance.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request for adoption of a resolution adopting the County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item nine.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request to set a workshop with the County emergency manager and staff for review of the County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item nine.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was a request to adopt a resolutions stating the policy regarding processing of ordinances, resolutions, and agreements.

This item was removed from the agenda, but would be brought back at another date.

The fourteenth item on the agenda a request for approval of payment of Invoice No. 39198 in the amount of $1,365.34 to Anderson Columbia Co. for asphalt.  (Tabled at the November 19, 2002 Board Meeting).

Mr. Sikes stated that the invoice was for added work on CR 349.

Commissioner Caruthers moved [to approve payment of Invoice No. 39198 in the amount of $1,365.34 to Anderson Columbia Co. for asphalt.  (Tabled at the November 19, 2002 Board Meeting)].  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Application for Payment Estimate No. 4 in the amount of $638,921.13 for work on CR 137 and CR 349 ($140,927.22 for CR 137 and $497,993.91 for CR 349).  (Tabled at the November 19, 2002 Board meeting).

Mr. Sikes briefed the Board on corrective work to CR 349, including wet areas that the contractor would fix.  He added that Mr. Doug Anderson of Anderson Columbia had agreed to bill for only $193,732.75 at this time, with payment for the balance due after corrections were made to the roads.

Commissioner Maxwell asked why Mr. Sikes had to find the defects when an engineer and inspector were being paid.  Mr. Sikes responded that was a problem, but the contractor was ultimately responsible to construct a proper road.

Commissioner Caruthers questioned how much the Board would retain out of this draw, adding that better quality of work should be insured.  He questioned what Mr. Sikes was requesting.  Mr. Sikes responded that he was requesting approval of $193,732.75, which included the satisfactorily completed work, and holding the balance of approximately $338,000 until the contractor completed corrections to the roads.

Commissioner Poole moved (to pay to $193,732.75 to Anderson Columbia as part of Pay Estimate No. 4 for all of CR 137 and part of CR 349).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  Clarification was then given on the amounts and purposes of the payment.  The motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was a request for authorization to proceed with the bidding process for paving of Blue Lake Road.

Mr. Sikes stated that Blue Lake Road would b ready for paving in three or four weeks, adding that the bid specifications were ready but needed review.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to proceed (with the bidding process for paving Blue Lake Road).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of bid specification and permission to advertise for hauling of solid waste from the transfer station to the Chesser Island Road Landfill.

Mr. Sikes stated that there had been some changes made to the specification, including insurance, equipment permitted, and tonnage flat rates, and rebidding needed to be approved.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to approve bid specification and permission to advertise for hauling of solid waste from the transfer station to the Chesser Island Road Landfill).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a request to award a bid to Ring Power for 30-day rental of a scraper to be used at the Airport.

Mr. Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated that there was some discrepancy in rates in the bids.  He stated that Industrial Tractor, Inc. did not provide rates, but Ring Power did.  Furthermore, Industrial Tractor did not clarify their bid.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to award a bid to Ring Power for 30-day rental of a scraper to be used at the Airport).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was a request approval of renewal of a contract with the Experimental Aircraft Association.

Commissioner Poole moved (to renew a contract with the Experimental Aircraft Association).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-??)

The twentieth item on the agenda was a request for approval of the Fiscal Year 2002-2003 Donated Space Agreement between Suwannee County and Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc., for the provision of alcohol, substance abuse, and mental health services.

Commissioner Udell stated that the agreement was good for both parties.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve (the Fiscal Year 2002-2003 Donated Space Agreement between Suwannee County and Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc., for the provision of alcohol, substance abuse, and mental health services).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-??)

(10:37 a.m., audiotape restarted at this point)

The twenty-first item on the agenda was a request to rescind action to advertise the intent to adopt a resolution authorizing the use of the uniform ad valorem method of collection of a non-ad valorem assessment for the Suwannee County Emergency Medical Services Municipal Services Benefit Unit.

County Coordinator Wooley explained that there were some legal questions with the entire process, and Suwannee County was not ready to move forward and be a test case for the assessment.

Commissioner Poole moved to rescind the prior action (of November 5th, 2002 to advertise the intent to adopt a resolution authorizing the use of the uniform ad valorem method of collection of a non-ad valorem assessment for the Suwannee County Emergency Medical Services Municipal Services Benefit Unit) to adopt the resolution and move on this issue.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was a request for approval of a position statement regarding the Revenue Sharing Act of 1972 and the 1982 Local Government Half-Cent Sales Tax Distribution Program.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve a position statement (regarding the Revenue Sharing Act of 1972 and the 1982 Local Government Half-Cent Sales Tax Distribution Program).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

County Coordinator Wooley advised the Board that the Clerk’s Association would also support this position statement.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was for the Chairman to make appointments to committees for 2003.

Chairman Hatch made his appointments (see attached sheet for appointments).

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda items.

There were none.

Commissioner Poole moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Hatch adjourned the meeting at 10:55 a.m.

____________________________

RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WITNESSED BY:

________________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_________________________

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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