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November 5, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m., and called Sheriff Alton K. “Al” Williams to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

The following items on the agenda were Consent items:

The first item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of invoice batch numbers 2003-024 through 2003-061, for a total of $2,178,359.40.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

APPROVED ON 11-05-02

	FUND
	
	
	AMOUNT

	
	
	
	

	1
	GENERAL FUND
	$
	1,089,604.23

	112
	HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
	$
	0.00

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	$
	444,708.92

	118
	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	$
	9,982.00

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	$
	20,019.32

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	$
	0.00

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	$
	0.00

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	$
	26,856.92

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	$
	0.00

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	$
	5,612.91

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	$
	0.00

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	$
	0.00

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	$
	293,338.18

	159
	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	$
	0.00

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	$
	118,642.22

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	$
	29,161.66

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	$
	24,820.12

	191
	CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
	$
	0.00

	205
	AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
	$
	0.00

	251
	RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
	$
	0.00

	351
	RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
	$
	13,183.15

	371
	STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
	$
	0.00

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	$
	35,834.87

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	$
	66,594.90

	
	
	
	

	
	BATCHES 2003-024 - 061
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	$
	2,178,359.40


The second item on the agenda was a request for appointment of Sandy Aupperle to the Code Enforcement Board as a regular member serving in the subcontractor position.

The third item on the agenda was a request for appointment of Elizabeth Elliott to complete the term of Arnold Hunter on the S.H.I.P. Task Force Committee.

The fourth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of an invoice in the amount of $36,849.80 to Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, for clerk’s fees for the month of September, 2002.

The fifth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Invoice No. 5269-5 in the amount of $12,411.00 to Certified Air Contractors, Inc. for work on the Courthouse Restoration Project.  (GRANT)

Commissioner Udell stated that he would like to abstain from voting on the consent items because of a possible conflict of interests concerning invoices relating to indigent burial services.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the aforementioned agenda items.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried 4-0, with Commissioner Udell abstaining due to a possible conflict of interests.


The following items on the agenda were General Business items:

The sixth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a contract with Chesser Island Road Landfill, Inc. for disposal of Suwannee County’s solid waste.

The seventh item on the agenda was a request for approval to change the insurance limit in solid waste hauling specifications.

Chairman Poole stated that items six and seven would be discussed later, as Mr. Darabi had not yet arrived.

The eighth item on the agenda was a request for waiving permit fees for improvements to electrical services at Federal Housing (low income) in Branford.

Director Bob Williams introduced Mr. Robson Thomas, Coordinator, and stated that the Branford Housing Authority was attempting to update all low income housing to provide heating and air conditioning.

Mr. Thomas stated that the permit fees for electrical improvements would be too expensive for the Housing Authority, and asked for a waiver of fees for the various housing to be improved upon.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the problem came about because of the County’s requirements for a $100 fee to upgrade from 100-amp service to 200-amp service for each affected apartment.

Commissioner Caruthers asked how many apartments would be altered.  Mr. Thomas responded that there would be 20 in Suwannee County, all in Branford.

Commissioner Hatch moved [to waive permit fees for improvements to electrical services at Federal Housing (low income) in Branford].  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The ninth item on the agenda was a request for approval of minutes of meetings held on October 15 and 17, 2002.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve (the minutes of meetings held on October 15 and 17, 2002).  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The tenth item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.

Chairman Poole stated that Commissioner Udell had been busy in an attempt to bring jobs into Suwannee County and asked for him to discuss the issue further.

Commissioner Udell stated that Alachua County had discussed building a Wal-Mart Distribution Center there, but there had been many citizens opposed to it.  Commissioner Udell stated that he had visited the Alachua County Commission meeting and persuaded them to take no action, as Suwannee County was interested in the distribution center.  Since that time, there had been talks with Wal-Mart to bring the distribution center to Suwannee County.

Chairman Poole asked for Commissioner Udell to make another presentation.

Commissioner Udell thanked Commissioner Taylor for his service to the County and as a friend, and presented a plaque to Commissioner Taylor for his service to the Board throughout his four years on the Commission.

Commissioner Taylor thanked Commissioner Udell and the Board for their friendship.

Chairman Poole stated that there were cake and refreshments in honor of Commissioner Taylor in the back of the room, and called a recess at 9:17 a.m. to enjoy the refreshments.

9:35 a.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The eleventh item on the agenda was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report.

There was no report.

The twelfth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, further discussed the Wal-Mart distribution center brought up earlier in the meeting.  He stated that letters had been sent from the Board of County Commissioners, City Council of Live Oak, Economic Alliance, and Chamber of Commerce expressing the interest of Suwannee County to have the distribution center located within its borders.  County Coordinator Wooley also discussed an incident involving Recreation Department playoff activities with Branford, and that the news media had made it appear worse than it had been.  He further discussed the issue of activities involving Branford and the rest of the County.


Commissioner Hatch stated that he was not as optimistic about the recreation issue as County Coordinator Wooley.  He stated that all the Recreation Department funds were paid for by public funds, adding that a 1975 agreement stated that Branford was to receive 20% of County-funded Recreation Department funds.


Discussion ensued on the fact that Branford’s share of the Recreation Funds had remained the same despite the fact that the Recreation Department budget as a whole had increased over the years.


Commissioner Hatch stated that the purpose of the Recreation Department was to benefit children, and that the adults should work out a better system in which everyone could participate.  He felt that the solution was not acceptable to the Fifth District.  Commissioner Hatch reiterated that all the children of Suwannee County should be allowed to participate in athletic competitions, including playoffs.


County Coordinator Wooley stated that there were only three true department heads that answered directly to the Board, the Public Works Director, Director of Libraries, and himself, but the first he had heard of the issue was in the newspaper.  He stated that according to the Board’s personnel policy, Mr. Scott reported directly to the County Coordinator, but was also under a joint City-County Recreation Board.  County Coordinator Wooley stated that the Recreation Board had decided that athletic playoffs would not include the Branford youth.  He added that Mr. Scott should not be accused of failing to serve children, as he had been recognized statewide for his participation with the youth of the County.


Mr. Scott stated that he would like to sit down with the commissioners to hear their concerns.  He added that historically, the rest of the County had neglected Branford before he had become Recreation Director.  After Board discussion, they had decided that Branford would simply receive funding, without the County-City of Live Oak Recreation Department stationed in Live Oak continuing to help with maintenance and other items in Branford.  Mr. Scott stated that it was neither his intent nor that of the Recreation Board to exclude Branford, but there had been some concerns with allowing Branford and other areas to participate in playoffs.


Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Scott if he managed any of the funds sent to Branford.  Mr. Scott responded that he did not.


Commissioner Caruthers asked the cost in the north end of the County for football sports.  Mr. Scott responded that each youth paid $50, plus helmets and other incidentals.


Mr. Scott then discussed the draft system for athletics.


Commissioner Caruthers asked if Branford could participate in the athletic programs if they abided by the Recreation Department’s rules.  Mr. Scott responded that there had been discussion about allowing Branford to participate if they were drafted like any other child in the rest of the County.


Commissioner Udell hoped that no child would be refused acceptance into the athletics program if he or she so desired to play.  He stated that the Board probably did not have the information available to make a firm decision.  Commissioner Udell discussed several individuals who had come to him with perceived problems, and stated that the entire problem seemed to be one of misperception.


Commissioner Hatch stated that Mr. Scott had done a wonderful job at the Recreation Department, but that the issue on hand was more of a public relations issue.  He added that funding should be fairer to all involved and that would allow everyone to participate.  Commissioner Hatch suggested setting a policy that would be fairer.


Commissioner Udell suggested that Mr. Scott give the Board a breakdown of how the Recreation Department worked at some point in the near future, either by memo or in a workshop.
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Commissioner Udell stated that the Board had not paid as much attention to the Recreation Department as it should, as Mr. Scott had done a wonderful job without major interruption.


Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, submitted a written staff report and stated that the Recreation Department had been given a used truck with 180,000 miles from Live Oak Pest Control, which would now be the best vehicle in the Recreation Department fleet.


Commissioner Caruthers asked if Mr. Scott would be deleting a vehicle from his inventory as compensation for the newer vehicle.  Mr. Scott responded that with the addition of this vehicle, it would be possible for him to keep the others in rotation for maintenance problems, and did not expect to delete an older vehicle from his inventory.


Mr. Scott stated that individuals from Taylor County would be visiting his Department to see how the Suwannee County Recreation Department worked.


Chairman Poole suggested that Mr. Scott look at Palm Beach County for newer vehicles.


County Coordinator Wooley added that the Board would later discuss an option to improve two local springs, and the Suwannee River Water Management District would like a management plan for the County’s springs.


Commissioner Hatch stated that the Board was presently spending approximately $31,000 per year on spring maintenance, and asked where the money was used.  County Coordinator Wooley and Mr. Scott responded that much of the cost was for mowing, travel, garbage pickup, and other related items.


Discussion ensued on using citizens to open and close the gates at the County’s various springs.


Chairman Poole stated that there had been some confusion as to a vote held at a recent meeting, and suggested that if someone did not know the vote, that they defer to someone who did know.


Commissioner Udell stated that Alachua County had changed their voting format to a roll call, and suggested that Suwannee County may wish to change their format as well.  He suggested looking into Robert’s Rules of Order, which the Board had adopted as their method of procedure, for alternative methods of voting.


County Coordinator Wooley stated that no apology was necessary from Commissioner Hatch as to the Recreation Department problem discussed earlier.  County Coordinator Wooley asked that he be allowed to deal with those under his supervision instead of being bypassed.


Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 10:21 a.m.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated that under the County’s present limerock lease agreement, the County would run out of limerock in the near future.  He added that it was possible to extend into a neighboring property, but that would provide only a short-term solution.  Mr. Sikes stated that he would be investigating other properties within the County that would have an abundance of limerock.


Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 10:23 a.m.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a written staff report and discussed youth programs within the County.  He added that WorldCom, Inc. had paid the County for their grant despite the fact that WorldCom was now bankrupt.  Mr. Hales added that it was possible that the Library would receive additional funding from the State.


Commissioner Caruthers stated that he had received several very good comments concerning the Library’s tutoring program.


Commissioner Hatch thanked Mr. Hales for his efforts in Branford concerning the Literacy Program.


Mr. Hales asked the public for additional help with the tutoring program.


Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated that he had looked into establishing load limits on County roads requested of him at a prior meeting.  He stated that the County had the ability to regulate load limits on County roads, and suggested proceeding by ordinance.  County Attorney Airth stated that he would need to work with the Sheriff’s Office and the Florida Department of Transportation on the project.


Commissioner Caruthers suggested proceeding with setting County road load limits by ordinance, with road additions or deletions to be handled by resolution.  He recommended that County Attorney Airth also work with the Public Works Department to provide a working ordinance.


Commissioner Hatch recommended working with the County judges as well.


Commissioner Udell asked about seasonal work, such as watermelon picking, that would affect some of the County’s roads.  Commissioner Caruthers responded that there were provisions to provide exceptions in such instances.


Commissioner Caruthers suggested that Chairman Poole discuss item fifteen before lunch.


Chairman Poole called a short recess at 10:31 a.m.

10:42 a.m.


Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was Public Concerns or Comments.

Mr. Ray Madron asked questions concerning several items to be discussed later in the agenda concerning the Suwannee County Airport, and wondered who would be paying for them.

Commissioner Udell stated that there was a lot of traffic at the Airport, and there were efforts underway to improve the facilities there.

Commissioner Hatch clarified that the Department of Transportation was providing the funding for the Airport projects to be discussed later in the meeting, as the Department of Transportation felt that improving the Airport was a viable project.  He added that the main concrete strip would be shut down for resurfacing, and the turf strip was necessary in the interim.

Further discussion ensued on the fact that the County would be providing a small amount of the cost for the Airport improvements through in-kind services.

Mr. Pasco Jarvis of Wellborn thanked Commissioner Taylor for his work during his term of office.  He also stated that there had been some traffic problems at the intersection of CR 137 and CR 10-A, partially because of the demolition of the old Masonic Lodge Building, and several limbs needed to be trimmed in order to better see the flashing light at that intersection.  Mr. Jarvis also suggested that a flashing light be placed at the intersection of US 90 and CR 137 to reduce wrecks.

Commissioner Taylor thanked Mr. Jarvis for his words and stated that there would be a Department of Transportation study at US 90 and CR 137 to determine the need of a stoplight.

Mr. Norman Anders thanked the Public Works Department and Chairman Poole for their culvert work on 217th Road that would alleviate flooding problems.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 46, Emergency Agenda Items.

There was one listed item to be added to the agenda:

A) Approval of a Grant-in-Aid agreement for Child Dependency for Fiscal Year 2002-2003

Commissioner Udell stated that after further consideration, he would not add to the agenda changing the method of voting.

Discussion ensued on voting procedures.

Commissioner Udell discussed attorney’s fees for Constitutional Officers that had in the past been paid by the Board, but later clarified that he would place the item on another regular agenda after further review.

Commissioner Taylor asked if Commissioner Udell was asking for the County Attorney to look into the issue of attorney’s fees for Constitutional Officers.  Commissioner Udell responded that if the Board as a whole agreed with the concept, then the County Attorney should research the issue.

The Board agreed that County Attorney Airth should look into the issue.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if there were any surplus items for the auction to be held at the end of the week.  Mr. Sikes responded that he had a list of some items to be declared as surplus, and that it be added to the agenda.

B) Mr. Sikes to request the Board declare certain property as surplus and agree to auction them at a public auction to be held later in the month.

Commissioner Hatch moved to add the two aforementioned items to the agenda.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was for Cheryl Riley to request that the Board hold a non-ad valorem assessment hearing for a capital project in the Hidden Oaks Subdivision.

Ms. Riley stated that the citizens of the Hidden Oaks Subdivision were requesting that their road be paved.  She then submitted written information on a timeline of events to date and discussed the proposed paving in detail.  Ms. Riley stated that she had taken all legal avenues to assure the Board that they would not be liable, as the funding would come from the property owners themselves.
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Ms. Riley continued her discussion on road paving for the Hidden Oaks Subdivision Road (147th Road) and stated that despite rumors in the public, there were no truck routes proposed through the Hidden Oaks Subdivision.


Commissioner Hatch asked if an MSBU or MSTU would be better for the circumstances.  Commissioner Caruthers responded that the MSBU would be better, as it would allow everyone to share in the costs.


County Attorney Airth added that the MSTU had a 10-mil cap, and the Board was already near that cap for regular ad valorem assessments.


Commissioner Udell asked how the paving would be paid.  Ms. Riley responded that the property owners would advertise and pay for paving.


Commissioner Caruthers added that the financing of the project would be the responsibility of the Clerk’s Office, with a 10-year tax on the property owners to pay for the project.


It was clarified that only those on 147th Road would be paying for the project, not the citizens of Suwannee County as a whole.


County Attorney Airth stated that under the proposal, tax assessment receipts would be collateral that the County could use to borrow the money.


It was added that some property owners would be paying in advance their entire portion of the paving, which would reduce the amount to be borrowed.


Commissioner Udell asked for a total price on the project.  Ms. Riley responded that it would cost approximately $93,000 for paving the 2.3 miles of road, with another $93,000 worth of road preparation done by the County.


Discussion ensued on deadlines to hold public hearings to set up the MSBU.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to hold a non-ad valorem tax assessment hearing on December 17th at 7:00 p.m. (and later clarified that the motion included advertising for the same) for a capital project in the Hidden Oaks Subdivision.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and asked if Commissioner Caruthers was also motioning to advertise to hold the hearing.  Commissioner Caruthers clarified that his motion included advertising.  Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Sikes if his department would absorb the County’s portion of the project.  Mr. Sikes responded that it would be a part of his normal operating budget.  Chairman Poole stated that he had discussed with the Department of Transportation the possibility of a perimeter road/truck route and also some of his concerns, including near 90-degree turns along the road.  Discussion ensued on curvature of the road in question.  County Coordinator Wooley discussed in detail the hearing to be held, and submitted written information on the same.  Further discussion ensued on other truck routes.  Deputy Clerk Tyson clarified that the Clerk’s Office could not borrow money, but that it was the Board’s responsibility.  Commissioner Caruthers clarified that he had already spoken with the Clerk’s Office, and that the Finance Division would be responsible for advertising the bids.  The motion to advertise and hold the public hearing carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was a request to discuss, with possible Board action, initiating a non-ad valorem tax assessment for EMS funding.

Commissioner Hatch stated that there were many deadlines to be met to initiate the assessments.

Commissioner Hatch moved (to hold a public hearing on December 17th to discussing initiating a non-ad valorem tax assessment for EMS funding).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a request for discussion, with possible Board action, to resume maintenance of 137th Place.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that 137th Place had been maintained in one form or another for the past eighteen years, but the Board had then decided that it was a private road.  After researching requirements, Commissioner Caruthers stated that the Board should resume maintenance on the road, as it was a public road according to the County’s specifications.

Commissioner Hatch stated that it was the Board’s requirement to continue maintaining public roads.

Commissioner Hatch moved to resume maintenance on 137th Place.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and after clarification by County Attorney Airth that the road seemed to meet the County’s requirements for maintenance, the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a request to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee concerning Requests for Proposals received for Program Administration and Grant Projects Engineering Services FFY 2002 Community Development and Related Programs.  (Bid No. 2002-15)  (Tabled at October 3 and 15, 2002 Board meetings).

County Coordinator Wooley stated that he had met with the Berryman and Henigan Firm that had been selected by the Board for engineering services, as well as the County’s current service provider, the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.

Commissioner Hatch stated that he was confused as to what the Board was attempting to do on this agenda item.  He stated that he had spoken with Ms. Mary Slapp, grant writer for DeSoto County, who had brought in some $25 million in grants this year alone.  Commissioner Hatch suggested holding a workshop with Ms. Slapp on December 2nd, as she would be in the area on her way to a conference, before making a decision on outside grant writing services.

The Board agreed to hold a workshop at 2:00 p.m. on December 2nd to discuss grant writing.

Discussion ensued on possibly holding the first regular December meeting on Monday, December 2nd, instead of December 3rd.

The Board agreed to hold the first regular meeting in December on December 2nd, but that the issue would be discussed later.

Commissioner Hatch moved to hold a workshop on Monday, December 2nd to discuss grant writing for the County.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was a request for an informational presentation by Daniel J. Beaty, Program Manager of Transportation Planning – PBS&J, regarding the master plan of Interstate 10 from the Jefferson/Madison County line east to Intrastate 295.

Mr. Wylie Jay of PBS&J stated that Mr. Beaty could not be present.  Mr. Jay discussed improving Interstate 10, including safety, lodging, rights-of-way, and other related issues.  Mr. Jay stated that coordination with the counties along the route would be required to better facilitate a master plan, and then he described a timeline for the project.

The twentieth item on the agenda was a request for final plat approval of the Slash Pine Subdivision.

Mr. Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director, stated that the Board had approved the preliminary plat at their July 16th, 2002 meeting.  He added that the nearly 80-acre property of 9 lots was off 76th Street (Mitchell Road), and discussed in detail the properties.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to give final plat approval for the Slash Pine Subdivision.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Chairman Poole stated that he had some business transactions with one of the developers, and asked County Attorney Airth if he should vote on the issue.  County Attorney Airth responded that Chairman Poole should abstain from voting.  The motion carried 4-0, with Chairman Poole abstaining due to a conflict of interests.

Chairman Poole then moved to agenda item twenty-four.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a proposal from TECO BGA, Inc. for restoration of the Courthouse.

Mr. Frank Lovelace of TECO BGA stated that the Board had given the Maintenance Department the authority to enter into negotiations with his company.  Mr. Lovelace discussed the modifications to the Courthouse, including electrical, plumbing, and fire protection.  He added that his company would provide the restoration within the budget provided.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the County did not always meet the thirty-day requirement for payment because of its method of payment, and asked that such wording be stricken from the agreement.  Mr. Lovelace responded that the change was acceptable, and signed off on the change.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve a proposal from TECO BGA for the restoration of the Courthouse, with Clause 3.5 being removed from the agreement.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-14)
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Chairman Poole recessed at 11:58 a.m. for lunch, to return at 1:15 p.m.

November 5, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida

1:24 p.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order and returned to agenda items six and seven.

The sixth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a contract with Chesser Island Road Landfill, Inc. for disposal of Suwannee County’s solid waste.

Mr. Frank Darabi, Darabi and Associates, stated that this was one of three issues being undertaken in reference to solid waste collection and disposal, the other two being the construction of the solid waste transfer station and solid waste hauling.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that his research indicated that the Board had not actually allowed Mr. Darabi to use the Landers and Parson Law Firm to write a solid waste agreement.  Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Darabi how much the Landers and Parson Law Firm had cost the County.  Mr. Darabi responded that he did not know the figure offhand, but could find out later.  He further added that he believed that he had asked the Board for approval to use the Landers and Parson Law Firm for the solid waste contract.

Discussion ensued as to certain aspects of the proposed contract.

Ms. Janie Coleman of Waste Management, Inc. stated that there were usual provisions for walk-in trailers, roll-off trucks, or front-loading trucks within their agreements.

The Board asked that Waste Management change their contract to allow self-unloading trucks.  Ms. Coleman responded that she would make the change.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that there was a 400-ton per day capacity requirement according to the contract, but that the contract also stated that all the County’s solid waste had to be taken to the Chesser Island Road Landfill.  He asked what would happen if the County had over 400 tons per day of solid waste.  Mr. Darabi responded that the 400 tons per day was two or three times what the County presently created, but the Board could always come back to the Chesser Island Road Landfill to raise the limit if it was necessary.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if it would be wise to enter into a contract with the Chesser Island Road Landfill before the Board had received the trucking bids.  Mr. Darabi responded that Waste Management had also proposed transport of solid waste, and that legally the Board should not change their minds halfway into the game.

Commissioner Caruthers clarified that the County would transfer its waste in any case, and it was just a matter of what would be the most feasible option.  He then suggested that the Board table the issue until further information was gathered on hauling costs, as those costs could effect the choice of destination.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the Board had looked into this portion of the solid waste process for some time, and he felt that trucking costs to the Chesser Island Road Landfill through Waste Management would be higher than through independent trucking companies.

Commissioner Udell moved for approval of the contract (with Chesser Island Road Landfill, Inc., for disposal of Suwannee County’s solid waste), subject to the change allowing self-unloading vehicles.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers clarified that the cost for trucking the solid waste could be more expensive in the long run than trucking to a closer landfill facility.  Discussion ensued on the cost for hauling.  The motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.  (See Agreement No. 2003-??) (No Agreement presented for signature)
The seventh item on the agenda was a request for approval to change the insurance limit in solid waste hauling specifications.

Mr. Sikes stated that the Board’s approval for hauling specifications had created several problems, including the $5 million insurance limit.  He stated that the large amount of insurance would limit the number of bidders for hauling, and that changes were needed to allow more participation.

Chairman Poole stated that if the specifications were changed, the advertisement for hauling should be redone as well.

Mr. Darabi stated that the issue was in regards to liability, and that he had suggested changing the insurance liability to $1 million with another $1 million umbrella policy, or a $5 million liability with their own umbrella policy.  He asked that the Board postpone receiving the hauling bids and allow him to create an addendum to the advertisement.

Chairman Poole asked if the Board should allow someone who did not participate in the pre-bid meeting to bid on the project.  Mr. Darabi responded that the Board should not, and added that he was not asking for readvertising the project.

Commissioner Hatch suggested merely readvertising the bid and holding another pre-bid meeting.

The Board agreed to Commissioner Hatch’s proposal to readvertise with the correct numbers.

Mr. Darabi stated that he would rewrite the advertisement and readvertise.

Chairman Poole called a recess at 1:49 p.m.

November 5, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida

2:10 p.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order and moved to agenda item forty-five.

The forty-fifth item on the agenda was a request for discussion, with possible Board action, for approval of a distribution formula of recovered gas taxes.

Commissioner Hatch stated that after several workshops and discussions, he felt that a distribution by mile would be the best option.  He added that Commissioner Udell’s district should also receive a portion of the funds, despite the fact that the latter only had a few miles of roads.

Commissioner Hatch moved to distribute gas tax funds based upon the percentage of road mileage within Districts 1, 3, 4, and 5, with the added stipulation that District Two be given money sufficient to pave 3/10 of one mile in the first year, with an additional project each year thereafter.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers felt that the decision should be tabled until there is a new District Four commissioner.  Commissioner Hatch stated that whichever method was chosen, District Four would receive the same amount of funding.  Commissioner Caruthers also added that the Board could possibly wait until it had received a year’s worth of gas tax revenue.  Commissioner Hatch clarified that splitting gas tax revenue would be based on the percentage of roads within each district.  Commissioner Caruthers asked that the percentage be given in writing before voting upon the issue.  County Attorney Airth stated that the Board was subject to redistricting next year, and the mileage would probably change.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that the motion was unclear as to exactly how much District Two would receive, as it could be a few thousand dollars or it could be several million dollars.  Further discussion ensued on the wording of the motion, and that the Board had to adopt each year’s road paving plan.  Commissioner Udell stated that it appeared that Commissioner Caruthers was attempting to take more money from District Two, despite the fact that Commissioner Udell had already agreed to give up most of his percentage of the gas tax funding.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that he merely wished that the motion be made clearer to place a cap on projects in District Two to $175,000, and that it be in writing.  Further discussion ensued on the issue of distribution of gas taxes.  Commissioner Taylor stated that to his knowledge, this was the third meeting held on gas tax monies, with no definite conclusion.  He wondered what the public thought of the Board’s lack of compromise.  The motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.

Chairman Poole stated that there would be a joint County-City-School Board meeting on November 21st from 9:00 a.m. until noon concerning space needs and other joint issues if the Board added it to the agenda, and the Board needed to add this item to the emergency agenda.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the item (to discuss holding a joint County-City-School Board meeting on November 21st from 9:00 a.m. until noon concerning space needs and other joint issues) to the agenda.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole left the meeting at 2:31 p.m. to canvas absentee votes, and passed the gavel to Vice-Chairman Hatch.

Vice-Chairman Hatch moved to agenda items twenty-seven, twenty-eight, and twenty-nine.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was a request for approval to request a one-year time extension from the Department of Community Affairs regarding the Wellborn Water System CDBG project.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the extension was necessary to make sure the project was completed before the deadline.

Commissioner Taylor moved (to request a one-year time extension from the Department of Community Affairs regarding the Wellborn Water System CDBG project).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was a request for approval of Amendment No. 2 to Professional Engineering Services Agreement with William M. Bishop Consulting Engineers, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water System Project.

Mr. Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, stated that this request was to allow the consulting engineers to continue their work on the project.

Commissioner Caruthers asked the need for a full-time on-site observer.  Mr. Scott Koons, North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, stated that the full-time on-site observer was a standard requirement, but did not necessarily require someone that did not actually live at the site.  He clarified that the observer would not be a local resident, but an employee with construction knowledge who would be on-site throughout the project.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the permit fee was included in the agreement with Suwannee River Water Management District.  Mr. Koons responded that the Amendment in question was not simply for Water Management fees, but for preparation of all the fee documents by the consultant.

Commissioner Taylor moved (for approval of Amendment No. 2 to Professional Engineering Services Agreement with William M. Bishop Consulting Engineers, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water System Project).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).  (See Agreement No. 2003-13)

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was a request for approval to advertise for bids for a water supply well for the Wellborn Water Project.

Mr. Robinson stated that the request dealt with the Wellborn Water Project.

Commissioner Taylor moved (to advertise for bids for a water supply well for the Wellborn Water Project).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

Vice-Chairman Hatch moved to agenda item thirty-six.

The thirty-sixth item on the agenda was a request for designation of the Board’s contact person to participate in the development of an interlocal agreement concerning coordinated school planning and land use planning as required by Chapter 2002-296, Florida Statutes.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that upon attending a workshop, new Florida laws required that the County, City, and School Board needed to develop an interlocal agreement for school and land use planning.

Commissioner Caruthers moved that County Coordinator Wooley be made the Board’s contact person (to participate in the development of an interlocal agreement concerning coordinated school planning and land use planning as required by Chapter 2002-296, Florida Statutes).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

Vice-Chairman Hatch moved to Emergency Additional Agenda Item A.

A) Approval of Grant-in-Aid agreement for Child Dependency for Fiscal Year 2002-2003

Ms. Nancy Nydam asked that the Board adopt the agreement, stating that it was to help offset County costs.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve (a Grant-in-Aid agreement for Child Dependency for Fiscal Year 2002-2003).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).  (Agreement pending execution by Court Administrator’s Office)

The twenty-first item on the agenda was a request for approval to re-advertise to hold another public hearing on Tuesday, December 3, 2002 at 10:00 a.m. to consider adoption of an ordinance establishing and providing a county-wide system for management and regulation of nuisance, dangerous, rabid, at-large, feral, injured, or diseased domestic animals.

Vice-Chairman Hatch stated that the Board had already adopted the ordinance, but had failed to have a correct ordinance filed to the Secretary of State.

Commissioner Udell moved (to re-advertise to hold another public hearing at 10:00 a.m. to consider adoption of an ordinance establishing and providing a county-wide system for management and regulation of nuisance, dangerous, rabid, at-large, feral, injured, or diseased domestic animals), later adding that it would be on December 2nd, since that was when the Board had decided to meet for their first regular meeting in December.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers reminded the Board that they were already contemplating holding the regular meeting on December 2nd.  The motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

The twenty-second item on the agenda was a request for approval of an EMS County Award Grant application and execution of the same by the chairman.

Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, stated that there would be no local match for this grant if awarded.  He discussed the grant in further detail, including the need for radios, paramedic school for two EMT/firefighters, and patient care software.

Commissioner Taylor moved to approve (an EMS County Award Grant application and execution of the same by the chairman).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

The twenty-third item on the agenda was a request for approval of partial payment in the amount of $135,185.86 of Periodic Pay Request No. 3 from Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work performed on the Taxiway “B” Extension Project at the Airport, and approval of payment of balance of $53,981.99 subject to receipt of funds from FAA.

Mr. Robinson asked for approval of the payment, adding that the County had received the entire amount of funds from the FAA.

Commissioner Caruthers moved for approval of (full payment in the amount of $189,167.85 of Periodic Pay Request No. 3 from Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work performed on the Taxiway “B” Extension Project at the Airport).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a proposal from TECO BGA, Inc. for restoration of the Courthouse.

This item was held after agenda item twenty.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was a request for approval of up to 30 days of leave of absence without pay for Sophronia Burke.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the employee in question did not have any leave time, but needed to be away for up to thirty days.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to approve up to thirty days of a leave of absence without pay for Sophronia Burke).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was a request for appointment of Clyde Fleming, on recommendation of Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, to complete the term of Patrick Brown, District 2 representative on the Suwannee County Development Authority Board.

Commissioner Udell stated that Mr. Brown’s time was taken up with other issues, and Mr. Fleming had agreed to complete the term.

Commissioner Udell moved (to appoint Clyde Fleming to complete the term of Patrick Brown, District 2 representative on the Suwannee County Development Authority Board).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was a request for approval to request a one-year time extension from the Department of Community Affairs regarding the Wellborn Water System CDBG project.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item twenty-one.

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was a request for approval of Amendment No. 2 to Professional Engineering Services Agreement with William M. Bishop Consulting Engineers, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water System Project.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item twenty-one.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was a request for approval to advertise for bids for a water supply well for the Wellborn Water Project.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item twenty-one.

The thirtieth item on the agenda was a request for approval of Supplemental Agreement No. 03-01 with Earth Tech, Inc. d/b/a Earth Tech Consulting, Inc. regarding work on a new parallel grass runway at Airport.

Mr. Robinson asked for approval.

Commissioner Taylor moved (for approval of Supplemental Agreement No. 03-01 with Earth Tech, Inc. d/b/a Earth Tech Consulting, Inc. regarding work on a new parallel grass runway at Airport).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and after clarification that the funding would come from the Department of Transportation, the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).  (See Agreement No. 2003-15)

The thirty-first item on the agenda was a request for approval to commence work on a turf strip at the Airport.

Mr. Robinson asked for permission to commence work on the project.

Commissioner Taylor moved (for approval to commence work on a turf strip at the Airport).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and after discussion about the time frame, the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

The thirty-second item on the agenda was a request for approval to lease earth-moving equipment for work on a turf strip at the Airport.

Mr. Robinson stated that the equipment purchase would be well above his purchasing capability, at over $6,300, but that it would be covered by the Department of Transportation grant.

Commissioner Caruthers asked the capacity of the machines.  Mr. Robinson responded that he believed it was eleven yards for either machine.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested that all pertinent figures be on the quotes, including load per machine, and stated that the Board first needed to declare the items as emergency items.  He then asked if this was indeed an emergency.  Mr. Robinson responded that the item was not an emergency, and could wait.

County Attorney Airth stated that if there was no emergency, there was time to advertise for bids.

Mr. Robinson agreed to advertise for bids for the earth-moving equipment.

The thirtieth item on the agenda was a request for approval to purchase various John Deere equipment on State contract for use at the airport pertaining to a grass turf strip.

Mr. Robinson asked for approval of the request.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the Airport could pay for the equipment.  Mr. Robinson responded that the Florida Department of Transportation would pay for the funding up-front.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (for approval to purchase various John Deere equipment on state contract for use at the airport pertaining to a grass turf strip).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

The thirty-fourth item on the agenda was a request for authorization to advertise for bids for the Blue Lake Road Project for paving after review of specifications by the Bid Review Committee and the Board.

Mr. Sikes stated that the road would be ready to be paved within the next six to eight weeks.

Commissioner Taylor moved to approve (advertising for bids for the Blue Lake Road Project for paving after review of specifications by the Bid Review Committee and the Board).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and after clarification from Commissioner Caruthers that the Board would review the specifications before advertising, the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

The thirty-fifth item on the agenda was a request for authorization to advertise for bids for right-of-way trimming equipment after review of specifications by the Bid Review Committee and Board.


Commissioner Caruthers moved for approval (to prepare bid specifications for right-of-way trimming equipment with review by the Bid Review Committee and the Board).  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Mr. Sikes stated that the only way to trim rights-of-way decently through State Contract was to lease-purchase equipment, as it was a better deal than buying outright.  He stated that the extra costs would be some $6,500 per machine, for a total of well over $100,000, and then discussed in detail the lack of cash flow that could jeopardize other projects.  Commissioner Udell stated that the Board gave Mr. Sikes approval for the projects subject to his discretion.  Discussion ensued on amending the motion.  Commissioner Udell moved to allow Mr. Sikes to advertise for bids for right-of-way trimming equipment.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the amendment.  Commissioner Caruthers clarified that the request was to put together bid specifications for the Board’s final approval, although it may take more than a few weeks to accumulate the necessary funds.  Commissioner Taylor withdrew his second to the amendment, and Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion to amend the motion.  After rereading and clarification of the motion by Deputy Clerk Musgrove, the original motion to allow Mr. Sikes to prepare bid specifications carried unanimously.


Vice-Chairman Hatch called a recess at 3:07 p.m.

3:21 p.m.

Vice-Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order.

The thirty-sixth item on the agenda was a request for designation of the Board’s contact person to participate in the development of an interlocal agreement concerning coordinated school planning and land use planning as required by Chapter 2002-296, Florida Statutes.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item twenty-one.

The thirty-seventh item on the agenda was a request for approval of an interlocal agreement with the Suwannee River Water Management District for administration of Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) funds that includes restoration activities at Royal and Charles Springs.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the item in question was an interlocal agreement to perform work on Royal and Charles Springs such as that already performed on Little River Springs, and the cost of the project would come from grant monies from CIAP.

Discussion ensued on County Attorney Airth’s questions in a memo.  County Attorney Airth stated that the items had been answered.

Commissioner Taylor moved for approval (of an interlocal agreement with the Suwannee River Water Management District for administration of Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) funds that includes restoration activities at Royal and Charles Springs).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and after discussion that the Suwannee River Water Management District had not signed the agreements, the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).  (See Agreement No. 2003-??)

The thirty-eighth item on the agenda was a request for approval of an interlocal agreement with the Suwannee River Water Management District for the Charles Springs Restoration Project.

County Coordinator Wooley asked for approval.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (for approval of an interlocal agreement with the Suwannee River Water Management District for the Charles Springs Restoration Project).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).  (See Agreement No. 2003-??)

The thirty-ninth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a subordination agreement regarding Theresa E. Fowler, S.H.I.P. client, and GMAC Mortgage Corporation.

County Attorney Airth stated that Ms. Fowler was remortaging in order to lower her interest rates and recommended approval of the item.

Commissioner Udell moved (for approval of a subordination agreement regarding Theresa E. Fowler, S.H.I.P. client, and GMAC Mortgage Corporation).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).  (See Agreement No. 2003-11)

The fortieth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a Lien Agreement Modification and Partial Release regarding a S.H.I.P. mortgage for Joel P. DiMauro.

County Attorney Airth stated that Mr. DiMauro was purchasing property that present had a lien against it, and recommended approval of the request.  He added that the Board was the second lien holder on the property, and language should be added in the Lien Agreement Modification that would retain the County as second lien holder.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (for approval of a Lien Agreement Modification and Partial Release regarding a S.H.I.P. mortgage for Joel P. DiMauro), with the condition that the Board would not be further subordinated as lien holder.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after discussion about the lien, the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).  (See Agreement No. 2003-12)

The forty-first item on the agenda was a request to address processing of ordinances, resolutions, and agreements.

Deputy Clerk Tyson stated that there had been problems with the Board receiving ordinances, resolutions, and agreements from outside entities.  He suggested that the Board adopt a policy that when they received any ordinance, resolution, or agreement from an outside entity, they be submitted in a standard electronic format (Microsoft Word or some other electronic word processor program) so that County staff could make any pertinent changes.  Deputy Clerk Tyson added that Mrs. Elaine Robinson was usually the contact person by default, and suggested making her the contact person.

Vice-Chairman Hatch stated that he had discussed the issue of who created ordinances, agreements, and resolutions with the County Attorney.  He asked for Deputy Clerk Tyson’s opinion.  Deputy Clerk Tyson suggested that the Board create a written policy that information be submitted on electronic format (Microsoft Word) to the Executive Manager to the Board (Mrs. Robinson at the present).

Discussion ensued on the wording of a policy and who would administer the policy.

Vice-Chairman Hatch suggested creating a written policy that would be adopted by Board resolution outlining all the Board’s policies for agreements, resolutions, and ordinances.

Further discussion ensued on creating a written policy.

(Tape 3, Side 2)

The Board agreed that Deputy Clerk Tyson and Mrs. Robinson would bring a written policy back to the Board.

The forty-second item on the agenda was a request for appointment of two commissioners to serve as representatives on the Small County Coalition Board of Directors and designation of a staff liaison to serve as a contact with the Small County Coalition Office.

Vice-Chairman Hatch stated that he and Chairman Poole had served on the Board of Directors and had found it to be very helpful.

Commissioner Udell moved that Commissioner Poole and Commissioner Hatch remain on the Small County Coalition Board of Directors, with County Coordinator Wooley as the contact person.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

The forty-third item on the agenda was a request for discussion, with possible Board action, for approval to hold the annual Thanksgiving Dinner for County employees on November 23, 2002 and approval for expenditure of funds for the same.

Vice-Chairman Hatch stated that the Board was nearly finished paying for last year’s Thanksgiving Dinner.

Commissioner Udell stated that traditionally, the Public Works Department had prepared the food.  He asked if Mr. Sikes would be interested in preparing the dinner this year.  Mr. Sikes responded that he did not know if he had the staff to prepare the dinner, but would like to have the Public Works Department continue to prepare the Thanksgiving Dinner.

Vice-Chairman Hatch stated that last year, the Board had been able to use the Jail’s kitchen facilities, and it had worked well.  He asked if Mr. Sikes would be interested in providing personnel for the dinner.

Mr. Sikes stated that the actual date should be Wednesday, November 27th, not November 23rd as was written.

Mrs. Leeta Bronson, Clerk’s Finance Director, stated that her department had assisted Chairman Poole in purchasing items for the dinner, and had been approximately $500 of the Board’s money, with additional funds from the various Constitutional Officers.

Vice-Chairman Hatch suggested appointing Chairman Poole to coordinate the Thanksgiving Dinner, using the approximately $475 in the Board’s budget set aside for awards and recognition, with the Constitutional Officers and/or department heads to provide the remainder of the funding.

County Attorney Airth and Commissioner Udell each promised $100 each.

Commissioner Udell moved to appoint Chairman Poole as coordinator for the Thanksgiving Dinner for County employees on November 27th, 2002 and approve expenditure of funds for the same.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

The forty-fourth item on the agenda was a request for adoption of a resolution requesting that the Governor designate Suwannee County as a rural area of critical economic concern.

Vice-Chairman Hatch stated that resolutions had been submitted by several other counties, and suggested that Suwannee County follow suit.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to adopt a resolution requesting that the Governor designate Suwannee County as a rural area of critical economic concern).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).  (See Resolution No. 2003-08)

The forty-fifth item on the agenda was a request for discussion, with possible Board action, for approval of a distribution formula of recovered gas tax.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item twenty-one.

The forty-sixth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.

Item A had already been discussed prior to agenda item twenty-one.

B) Mr. Sikes to request the Board declare certain property as surplus and agree to auction them at a public auction to be held on November 9th, 2002.

Mr. Sikes submitted a list of items to be declared surplus and asked for approval.

Commissioner Udell moved to declare the submitted items as surplus (and agree to auction them at a public auction to be held on November 9th, 2002).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, as Chairman Poole was not present).

C) Discuss holding a joint County-City-School Board meeting on November 21st from 9:00 a.m. until noon concerning space needs and other joint issues.

Commissioner Udell moved for approval (to hold a joint County-City-School Board meeting on November 21st at 9:00 a.m. at City Hall) and to advertise the same.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Vice-Chairman Hatch stated there was some business to discuss concerning solid waste.  He stated that Onyx Waste, the losing bidder to Suwannee County’s solid waste disposal, was attempting to lure Hamilton County’s solid waste away from Suwannee County, and the matter would be discussed at the Hamilton County Board of County Commissioner’s meeting to be held on Wednesday, November 6th.  Vice-Chairman Hatch suggested that the Board recess this meeting until Thursday, November 7th, at 10:00 a.m., so that further discussion could ensue after Hamilton County made their decision.

Commissioner Udell moved to recess the meeting until Thursday, November 7th, at 10:00 a.m.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  County Coordinator Wooley stated that there had been some information he had just submitted to the Board concerning EMS non-ad valorem assessments, and there needed to be further work on the issue.

Discussion ensued on the issue of further discussing non-ad valorem assessments at the recessed meeting.

There being no further business to discuss, Vice-Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting at 4:01 p.m., to return to City Hall on Thursday, November 7th, 2002 at 10:00 a.m.
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