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October 17, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida


10:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a recessed meeting from October 15th, 2002.  Present were Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.


Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 10:11 a.m.


The item discussed was a request by George L. Burnham, Tax Collector, for acceptance of the Tax Collector’s Certification of the 2002 Non-Ad Valorem Assessment Roll (tabled at the October 3rd, 2002 Board meeting).


Mr. Burnham stated that the copies in front of the Board had been corrected since the October 3rd regular meeting and then asked for questions.


Discussion ensued on the information contained within Assessment Roll and the fact that State requirements for assessing the County’s taxes were in conflict with each other.


Mrs. Sharon Jordan, Deputy Tax Collector, stated that building improvement and new building permits had decreased over previous years.


Commissioner Hatch stated that he was concerned about improvements done on properties that had not received a permit.


Further discussion ensued on improvements done throughout the year.


After questioning by Commissioner Caruthers, Mr. Burnham stated that approximately $126,000 in additional revenues would be created by the increased assessments the Board had adopted for Fiscal Year 2002-2003.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept the Tax Collector’s Certification of the 2002 Non-Ad Valorem Assessment Roll.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The second item discussed was a request for approval of a lease agreement with John P. Schneider, Sr. and Betty Mizell Schneider for the rental of the Mizell property.

County Coordinator Johnny Wooley stated that he had been in negotiations with Mr. Schneider concerning leasing the Mizell’s property across from the Jail.  He stated that the agreement was for two years, with an option to lengthen it if necessary.

Commissioner Udell asked who would insure items placed within the building.  County Coordinator responded that the County would be responsible for the content insurance.

Commissioner Caruthers asked from where the money for the lease would come.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that some of the money could possibly come from saving rental money elsewhere, but the Clerk of Court felt that the Board’s contingency line item may be able to pay for the lease.

County Coordinator Wooley further discussed the County’s needs for space for offices and records.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if there was enough space in the Mizell building to allow the Sheriff’s Criminal Division to move there.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that there was not.

Discussion ensued on the question that the County had the option to get out of the lease after six months, after giving 30 days’ notice.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if Maintenance would be able to maintain the building.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that the Mizell building should not add to the Maintenance Department’s work, as major building work would be the responsibility of the owner.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve a lease agreement with John P. Schneider, Sr. and Betty Mizell Schneider for the rental of the Mizell property.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  County Attorney Airth clarified that early termination would only be allowed by the agreement if the County opted to purchase the Mizell property.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-04)

The third item discussed was a request to discuss, with possible Board action, the renewal of a lease agreement with Resun Leasing, Inc. (formerly ASAP Office Buildings, Inc.), for the Criminal Division modular units, or a possible lease agreement.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that he had not received a copy of the proposed lease agreement.  He added that the original request had included that the County would be responsible for paying moving fees for the six buildings if the Board decided not to continue the lease.  County Coordinator Wooley suggested that the Board agree to rent the buildings for $350 per unit per month for six months, as had been discussed earlier, but not sign the particular contract in front of them.

Commissioner Udell moved to rent the six Criminal Division modular units from Resun Leasing, Inc. for six months at $350 per unit per month.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourth item discussed was a request for approval of Pay Request No. 2 in the amount of $139,392.36 from Anderson Columbia Company for work performed on the Taxiway “B” Extension Project at the Airport.

Chairman Poole stated that this item had not been on the regular agenda, and needed to be formally added to the agenda.


Commissioner Udell moved to add the aforementioned item to the agenda.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers asked if the item was actually an emergency item, as he wished the public to know about each item on the agenda.  The motion to add the item to the agenda carried unanimously.


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve Pay Request No. 2 in the amount of $139,392.36 from Anderson Columbia Company for work performed on the Taxiway “B” Extension Project at the Airport.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Caruthers asked that the Chairman speak to the City about any additional cleanup that had been necessary after the very late October 15th meeting.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that he had already apologized to the City on behalf of the Board for the enormous crowd and the trash left after the meeting, for there were no empty trash receptacles.  He added that the City understood the situation.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Poole adjourned the workshop at 10:37 a.m.
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