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October 15, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m., and called upon Joe Pete Cannon, Branford Town Council President, to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

The following items were Consent items:
The first item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of invoice batch numbers 2003-003 through 2003-023, for a total of $772,145.09.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

APPROVED ON 10-15-02

	FUND
	
	
	AMOUNT

	
	
	
	

	1
	GENERAL FUND
	$
	73,884.76

	112
	HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
	$
	0.00

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	$
	79,439.85

	118
	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	$
	33.80

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	$
	12,210.30

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	$
	0.00

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	$
	0.00

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	$
	13,483.30

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	$
	0.00

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	$
	4,113.43

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	$
	0.00

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	$
	4,000.00

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	$
	504,768.31

	159
	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	$
	0.00

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	$
	17,304.05

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	$
	14,761.69

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	$
	11,000.00

	191
	CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
	$
	0.00

	205
	AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
	$
	0.00

	251
	RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
	$
	0.00

	351
	RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
	$
	637.73

	371
	STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
	$
	0.00

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	$
	30,828.75

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	$
	5,679.12

	
	
	
	

	
	BATCHES 2003-003 - 2003-023
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	$
	772,145.09


The second item on the agenda was a request for adoption of a resolution proclaiming the month of November as National Epilepsy Awareness Month.  (See Resolution No. 2003-07)

Commissioner Taylor moved to approve the aforementioned consent items.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items were General Business items:

The third item on the agenda was a request for approval of minutes of meetings held on August 27, September 26, and October 3, 2002.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the aforementioned minutes.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole moved to agenda item seven.

The seventh item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 19, Emergency Agenda Items.

There was one item to be added to the agenda:

A) A request to enter into an interlocal agreement with the Town of Branford for utility services on CR 247.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the aforementioned item to the agenda.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried 4-0, with Commissioner Hatch abstaining due to a conflict of interests.

A member of the O’Brien Volunteer Department requested that his department draw funds exceeding its first budgeted allowance in order to pay an annual loan payment on its fire truck.

B) O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department to request an additional payment and first draw of its yearly budgeted allotment

Commissioner Hatch moved to add this item to the agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole then moved to agenda item nineteen.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.

A) A request to enter into an interlocal agreement with the Town of Branford for utility services on CR 247.

Commissioner Udell asked who would pay for the services.  Mr. Cannon responded that the Town of Branford had applied for a grant from the State, and if awarded, the grant would cost the County nothing.  If the Town of Branford did not receive the grant, there would be no expansion of services on CR 247.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve (an interlocal agreement with the Town of Branford for utility services on CR 247).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried 4-0, with Commissioner Hatch abstaining due to a possible conflict of interests.  (See Agreement No. 2003-08)

B) O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department to request an additional payment and first draw of its yearly budgeted allotment

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve (an additional payment of $1,924.45 and first quarter draw of the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department’s yearly budgeted allotment).  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  Commissioner Hatch moved to amend the motion to include it being contingent upon receipt of the usual proper documentation.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the amendment, and the amendment carried unanimously.  The motion as amended carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-10)

The fourth item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.

Commissioner Caruthers commented on an auction to be held north of Live Oak, and suggested that surplus items within the County be auctioned off at that time and place.

Commissioner Udell thanked Mr. Don Ramdass of Earth Tech, Inc., Roland Luster of the Florida Department of Transportation, and Airport Manager Donald Robinson for their work on the Airport.

The fifth item on the agenda was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report.

Clerk of Court Kenneth Dasher submitted a corrected copy of the approved budget for Fiscal Year 2002-2003.  He then asked that Chairman Poole sign the official copy of the budget for the Clerk’s records.

Chairman Poole thanked the Clerk’s Office for their work on the budget.

Clerk Dasher also thanked his staff for their work on the budget and his office in general for their work since he had taken office at the beginning of 2001.

Chairman Poole then signed the official copy of the 2002-2003 budget.

The sixth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that he had entered into discussions with the School Board regarding the use of the Nettie Baisden Elementary School property.  He added that the School Board had recently been awarded a $300,000 grant for historical renovations to the building in question.  County Coordinator Wooley suggested that the potential purchase of the leased Sheriff’s Office Criminal Division portable buildings would not be a wise choice, and suggested the possible purchase of modular concrete buildings for the Sheriff’s use instead.  He stated that after discussions with Mr. John Paul Schneider, owner of Mizell’s Feed Store that is going out of business at the end of October, the owner had agreed to rent out the property for further County space.  County Coordinator Wooley asked for direction from the Board as to how to proceed.

Commissioner Hatch asked if the Board could lease-purchase the Mizell property.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that if the Board simply rented the property, the rent money would not go to an eventual purchase of the property.  He added that the Board would need to enter into a lease-purchase agreement in order for the County’s money to be used for a possible purchase and the monthly fee would be different.

Commissioner Udell asked if it would be wise to enter into a lease-purchase agreement before there was an MAI appraisal done on the property.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that there would be no way of knowing how much the Board could legally pay for the property until an appraisal was done.

Commissioner Udell asked what the use of the building would be if rented.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that it would primarily be for storage, although some office space had also been discussed at one time.

Commissioner Udell asked if entering into a contract for the Mizell Feed Store property should be placed on tonight’s agenda.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that it would be wise to place it on tonight’s agenda, as there were several other entities interested in the property and the Board would not be holding another meeting until after the October 31st closing of the store.

Mr. Schneider thanked County Coordinator Wooley for his assistance, and stated that a rental agreement was simply a rental agreement, and the cost would not necessarily be the same as a lease-purchase agreement.  He added that in a rental agreement with the County, the County would be responsible for maintenance upon the property.

Commissioner Caruthers was wary of agreeing to a rental agreement that did not actually exist in paper form.  He added that the rental fees had not been budgeted for Fiscal Year 2002-2003, and wondered from where the money would come.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that there was not an agreement to be signed, and he merely wanted a direction from the Board to enter into an agreement.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested that the Maintenance Department be involved in rental agreement discussions.

Commissioner Hatch stated that it would be hard to get a better deal on property, and suggested that County Coordinator Wooley be allowed to continue with negotiations to enter into a rental agreement once a funding source was determined.

Commissioner Taylor stated that the Board had discussed a place for the Sheriff’s Office for some time, but had as of yet been unsuccessful.  He added that if Mr. Schneider rented out the building to someone else, the Board would be out of luck.

County Attorney Hal A. Airth asked if recessing the meeting until next week would be enough time for County Coordinator Wooley and Mr. Schneider to create an agreement.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that a week would be enough time.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the School Board was interested in a joint venture to use the Nettie Baisden Property.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that the School Board had not given an answer as to whether or not they actually wished to renovate the Nettie Baisden Building.

Discussion ensued on a date and time to recess the current meeting in order to have a rental agreement for the Mizell’s property.  It was agreed that County Attorney Airth could have an agreement drawn up for this coming Thursday, as the Board would already be conducting other workshops that day.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, mentioned that he had received a letter from the law firm of Landers and Parsons stating that Mr. David Dee had been hired by the Board to negotiate a solid waste disposal contract.  However, the Board had allowed someone else to draw the contract up instead.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he was not sure that Mr. Dee had been hired by the Board to negotiate a contract for solid waste disposal, but merely one on franchise fees.

Mr. Sikes asked for direction from the Board as to how to proceed.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a written report and stated that WorldCom had reimbursed the Library for their expenditures for telecommunications equipment.  He discussed the Literacy Program for the region.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, discussed All South Solid Waste and DDJ, Inc.  He stated that after research by Deputy Clerks Musgrove and Tyson, they had found that the Board had granted two permits to All South, one for mining and the other for overburden removal.  There had never been a Board decision to grant a permit for a C&D landfill; furthermore, they were never granted access to Babcock Road (for which they were now requesting access to through the Department of Environmental Protection).  He also clarified a report in the Suwannee Democrat stating that he had received some $75,000 last year in legal expenses, and that he had only received approximately $25,403 last year, of which $15,000 was his retainer.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested adopting a resolution that would designate certain roads for no through traffic rather than weight restrictions.

County Attorney Airth suggested that resolutions be brought up annually for the Board to review to determine whether or not they still had meaning.

After questioning by Commissioner Udell, County Attorney Airth responded that he had received $25,403 last year in legal fees.

Chairman Poole introduced a local Boy Scout, Robert Roach, who was also a grandson of Commissioner Taylor.

Commissioner Taylor praised his grandson.

Chairman Poole called a short recess at 4:50 p.m.

5:03 p.m.

(Tape 1, Side 2)

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order and returned to item seven.

The seventh item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 19, Emergency Agenda Items.

Chairman Poole stated that although two items had already been brought up, the Mizell’s Feed Store issue also needed to be added to the agenda.

C) Entertain a possible rental agreement for the Mizell’s Feed Store property

Commissioner Hatch moved to add the aforementioned item to the agenda.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole stated that this item would be discussed on Thursday at the proposed recessed meeting.

The eighth item on the agenda was a request for acceptance of the Tax Collector’s Certification of the 2002 Non-Ad Valorem Assessment Roll.  (Tabled at October 3, 2002 Board meeting).

George L. Burnham, Jr., Tax Collector, was not present, and Chairman Poole moved on to the next item on the agenda.

The ninth item on the agenda was a request for authorization for an engineer to proceed with the final design of plans and specifications of the well for the Wellborn Water System Project.

Scott Koons, Director of Local Government Assistance – North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, reported that there had been discussions about using existing property for the well, which should significantly lower the final price and perhaps save the County their $150,000 match.  He added that Suwannee River Water Management District had approved the existing well site.

Commissioner Taylor moved (to authorize an engineer to proceed with the final design of plans and specifications of the well for the Wellborn Water System Project).  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The tenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a Joint Participation Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for the design and construction of a grass runway and a Well at the airport, and adoption of resolution authorizing the signing of the agreement.

Don Ramdass – Earth Tech Consultant, stated that he was here for questions, and asked that the Board adopt the agreement.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to approve a Joint Participation Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for the design and construction of a grass runway and a Well at the airport as an 80% grant-funded project).  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Discussion ensued on the fact that the resolution needed to be voted upon separately.  Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt resolution (authorizing the signing of the Joint Participation Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for the design and construction of a grass runway and a Well at the airport), while another motion was still on the floor.  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  The motion to approve the Joint Participation Agreement carried unanimously.  The motion to adopt a resolution authorizing the signing of the agreement carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-05 and Resolution 2003-05)

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request for approval of a Joint Participation Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for the purchase of a tractor and associated equipment to be used only on Airport property, and adoption of a resolution authorizing the signing of the agreement.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve a Joint Participation Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for the 100% granted-funded purchase of a tractor and associated equipment to be used only on Airport property.  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  Discussion ensued on whether to adopt the agreement and resolution at the same time.  Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt a resolution authorizing the signing of the agreement, while a motion was already on the floor.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  The motion to approve the agreement carried unanimously.  The motion to adopt a resolution also carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-06 and Resolution No. 2003-06)

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request for authorization to purchase right-of-way trimming equipment on State contract.

Mr. Sikes stated that he had two trimmers, and wished to purchase another one using funds set aside for it.

Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize the purchase of right-of-way trimming equipment on State contract.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a contract with Music Construction, Inc. for construction of a Class I municipal solid waste transfer station.

Mr. Sikes stated that the Board had already been given information on the contract and asked for questions.

Commissioner Caruthers mentioned a memorandum from County Attorney Airth discussing the “General Conditions” of the agreement.  County Attorney Airth responded that the issue had been clarified, as the “General Conditions” section had been submitted later than the agreement itself.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve a contract with Music Construction, Inc. for construction of a Class I municipal solid waste transfer station.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-03)

The fourteenth item on the agenda was a request to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee concerning Requests for Proposals received for Program Administration and Grant Projects Engineering Services FY 2002 Community Development and Related Programs.  (Bid No. 2002-15)  (Tabled at October 3, 2002 Board meeting).

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the Board was already under contract with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for community development services.

Chairman Poole stated that Mr. George Dixon wished to discuss the issue with the Chairman but could not be at the meeting, and suggested tabling the issue.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to table considering the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee concerning Requests for Proposals received for Program Administration and Grant Projects Engineering Services FY 2002 Community Development and Related Programs.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request to discuss, with possible Board action, the renewal of a lease agreement with Resun Leasing, Inc. (formerly ASAP Office Buildings, Inc.) for the Criminal Division modular units, or a possible purchase lease agreement.  (Tabled at the September 17 and October 3, 2002 Board meetings).

County Coordinator Wooley recommended tabling the issue until the recessed meeting to allow time to discuss a six-month rental agreement.

Chairman Poole agreed to bring the issue back up at the recessed meeting, and tabling it was not necessary.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of Amendment No. 2 to Historic Grant Award Agreement No. SC163 (Restoration of the Courthouse) to extend the grant period ending date from September 20, 2002 to March 31, 2003.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the amendment was necessary so that the County did not lose the Historic Grant funds.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Amendment No. 2 to Historic Grant Award Agreement No. SC163 (Restoration of the Courthouse) to extend the grant period ending date from September 20, 2002 to March 31, 2003.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Original Agreement No. 2000-66)

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a request for approval to advertise for Requests For Proposals for MAI appraisal services.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that it was difficult to hire an MAI appraiser because of the scope of the work.  He suggested having an appraisal done of the entire block upon which Mizell’s Feed Store sits, which would bring about better response and participation from MAI appraisers.

Some discussion ensued on the scope of the work to be done.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested that the wording of the proposal include a “more or less” clause that would allow some flexibility to the Board.  He also asked for an estimated cost on the appraisal.  County Coordinator Wooley did not have an answer, but stated that the funding would come from the Construction Fund.

Discussion ensued on realty listing prices versus appraised prices.

Commissioner Udell asked if the MAI appraisal would include the properties that he had brought before the Board, the old Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative and the old Pic N’ Save building.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that he did not feel that it was necessary, as they had already been appraised.  He added that he was wishing to appraise the entire block, including the Nettie Baisden School and two other private properties, not just Mizell’s.

Commissioner Caruthers added that the Board must still have an appraisal on all property above $100,000.

Commissioner Udell stated that there had been an appraisal done on the old Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative in the past, but did not know about the old Pic N’ Save building.

Commissioner Udell moved to advertise (for Requests For Proposals for MAI appraisal services).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a request for Board direction on advertising for either a full-time legal counsel creating a new county employee position, or advertising for Requests For Proposals for legal services.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that he was unclear as to the Board’s direction for legal services and asked for clarity.  He added that he was concerned with hiring a full-time attorney, as to do so would require a legal secretary and associated equipment that would raise the costs considerably.

Commissioner Hatch believed that the prior decision was for the Board to define a scope of services.  He suggested that County Coordinator Wooley meet with County Attorney Airth to define a scope of services necessary.

Commissioner Udell felt that the Board could put the issue to rest, and mentioned the amount paid for Mr. Airth’s legal counsel.  He stated that Mr. Airth’s proposed contract was clear and well written, and Commissioner Udell had found no faults with it.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve an annual contract with Hal A. Airth for legal services, with automatic renewal unless either side wished to withdraw from it.  Commissioner Taylor seconded for the sake of discussion.  Commissioner Taylor stated that the salary he had been told tonight was different than what he had been told previously, and the attorney should be given a raise.  Commissioner Udell also felt that County Attorney Airth deserved a raise.  County Attorney Airth stated that he would be willing to enter into a contract with the County.  Commissioner Hatch wished to have more time to study the issue, as there had been several numbers mentioned tonight that were in conflict with one another.  Commissioner Caruthers clarified that his question from the last meeting had been the amount of legal services (including outside firms), not just Mr. Airth, and this was where the figure of approximately $75,000 came into play.  Commissioner Udell felt that specialized outside firms should be contacted for certain matters, such as labor issues, that would require more expertise.  The motion to approve the contract carried 3-2, with Commissioner Hatch and Commissioner Caruthers opposed.  (See Agreement No. 2003-07)

The nineteenth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item four, and would also be discussed in the recessed meeting next Thursday.

Chairman Poole called a recess for supper until 7:00 p.m.

7:01 p.m.


Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The twentieth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for the Chairman to call for public concerns or comments from the audience.

There were none.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance establishing and providing a countywide system for management and regulation of nuisance, dangerous, rabid, at-large, feral, injured, or diseased domestic animals.

Ms. Janis Hunter, Animal Control Officer, stated that the proposed ordinance in front of the commissioners had been discussed in several workshops, and asked for public comments.

Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.

Mrs. Lexie Soles was concerned with the requirement that all owned animals (with some exceptions), especially cats, wearing collars.  She also was concerned with the wording of the ordinance concerning “feral” and other animals.

There being no other comments, Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mrs. Soles what she suggested for identification if collars were not acceptable.  Mrs. Soles stated that in other places she had lived, the owners were required to bring proof of ownership if Animal Control picked up an animal.

Commissioner Hatch stated that there needed to be some way to show ownership of animals when the Animal Control Officer picked up the animal.

Discussion ensued on imbedding computer chips in animals.

Commissioner Hatch suggested adding language in Paragraph B that a tag and collar, a computer chip, or tattoo may also be used for identification.

Discussion ensued on the negative attributes of collars and that a computer chip, tattoo, or some other means of identification would be acceptable as well.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the ordinance with the changes discussed (adding that some form of identification, including tatoos, computer chips, or collars, would be acceptable).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Note:  Ordinance as corrected was not submitted to the Clerk’s Office before the 10-day Department of State deadline and therefore was not properly enacted)
The twenty-second item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Chapter 6 (Alcoholic Beverages) of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County.

Chairman Poole reminded the public that there were sign-in sheets outside the room for those wishing to speak for or against the proposed ordinance.

Commissioner Caruthers asked how many people were still outside the room.  Mr. James Cornett, President/CEO – Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park, stated that there were approximately 75 people outside the room, mostly in favor of the proposed amendment that he could see.

(Tape 2, Side 1)

Mr. Cornett submitted a Microsoft PowerPoint presentation describing his request to modify the County’s ordinances allowing the sale of alcohol on Sundays as well as additional hours on other days.  He then introduced Ms. Robin White, his Governmental Affairs Coordinator, to discuss the issue further.

Ms. White thanked the Board for allowing her to speak on the issue.  She added that there would be several other people that would be assisting her in her presentation.  Ms. White stated that for the Spirit of the Suwannee to continue to thrive, the Board must allow alcohol to be sold on Sundays.  She discussed several national musical performers that had decided not to play at the Spirit of the Suwannee because alcohol could not be sold on Sundays.  Ms. White then read into the record several letters from nationally recognized entertainment firms who supported the sale of alcohol on Sundays, as it would allow further acts to come to Suwannee County.  She then described the changes to the current ordinance:  1)  allows convenience stores, restaurants, and facilities meeting certain requirements to sell alcohol during Sundays, and 2) increasing the hours of sale on other days.  Ms. White continued to discuss the issue, then introduced Mr. Steve Collins of Collins and Company CPA, of Live Oak, to discuss the financial benefit of allowing the sale of alcohol on Sundays.

Mr. Collins described his credentials, including that he had been a member of the Suwannee County Development Authority when the County owned the Music Park.  He added that he was the CPA for the Spirit of the Suwannee under its current owners, and then discussed economic multipliers and the benefit of allowing alcohol sales on Sundays would have upon Suwannee County.  He stated that the Music Park was the greatest asset to Suwannee County tourism.

Ms. White then called for Dr. Mark Bonn, of the Florida State University School of Hospitality of the College of Business, to present his findings on the presented information.

Dr. Bonn described his credentials and stated that his estimates indicated that there would be some $95,000 in additional sales in alcohol for the Music Park over one year.  He added that under the proposal being discussed, four new weekend events in 2003 could bring in $2.2 million to the County.  Dr. Bonn stated that the allowance of Sunday alcohol sales would bring in new jobs, better wages, and more visitors to Suwannee County.

Chairman Poole called for a short recess at 8:01 p.m.

October 15, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida

8:17 p.m.


Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

Due to time constraints, Ms. White cut her presentation short and introduced several other speakers.

Mr. Randy Judy, President of Magnolia Music and Events, stated that the Cornetts had nothing but the County’s best interest in mind, and business would be increased by the allowance of alcohol sales on Sundays.

Mr. Marshall Lowe, President of GAMA Productions, stated that concert attendance would greatly increase on Sundays if alcohol sales were allowed.

(Tape 2, Side 2)

Mr. Bobby Rodriguez, President of BR Productions, stated that he was in favor of alcohol sales on Sundays, as it would help his Florida Renaissance Festival draw more visitors to the area.  He described his efforts to bring more tourism dollars into the County.

Ms. White introduced Mr. Scott Matheson, Mayor Pro-Tem of the City of Remerton, Georgia (adjoining Valdosta).

Mr. Matheson stated that allowing sales on Sundays had increased the number of businesses within Remerton and had been an economic boom to the area in general.

Ms. White then submitted into the record a letter from a town in Alabama that had declined to sell alcohol on Sundays, with detrimental effects.  She then introduced Mr. Don Allen, a Food Services Professional and teacher at the Suwannee-Hamilton Technical School.

Mr. Allen described his credentials and stated that he would soon be opening a restaurant within Suwannee County, but did not intend to open it on Sundays because of the alcohol restrictions.  He then described the increase in revenues that selling alcohol on Sundays would generate.  Mr. Allen then read a letter from the Chairman of the Florida Restaurant Association and Darden Restaurants (parent company of the Red Lobster and other national chains), stating their support for Sunday sales.

Ms. White then presented Mr. Ron Peacock, lawyer and certified public accountant.

Mr. Peacock described his credentials and his experience in the entertainment industry.  He stated that seven-day alcohol sales were instrumental in increasing revenue for businesses and the County.  Mr. Peacock then addressed several benefits of having alcohol sales on Sundays.

Ms. White concluded her presentation for the sake of time, but stated that she had received over 230 signatures from residents of Suwannee County and 300 signatures of those from outside the County but who visited it frequently showing their support for Sunday alcohol sales.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Ms. White the present population growth rate of Suwannee County.  Ms. White responded that there had been a 30% growth between 1990 and 2000.

Commissioner Caruthers asked how alcohol sales affected events on Sundays.  He asked if visitors did not come then, or the events would not come on Sundays because they could not sell alcohol.  Ms. White responded that promoters would not come to Suwannee County on Sundays, primarily because of the lack of alcohol sales.

Mr. Rodriguez added that many promoters would not risk holding events on days that alcohol was not sold, as the revenue from the sale of alcohol helped to offset other expenses.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had been on the Board when Mr. Cornett had purchased the Music Park.  Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Cornett how much he paid in property taxes.  Mr. Cornett responded that he paid approximately $15,000 per year in ad valorem taxes, plus taxes on alcohol sales.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had seen events at the Music Park in which the visitors were going to Hamilton and Columbia Counties to purchase their alcohol on Sundays.  He added that he had never seen anyone be irresponsible about their drinking.

Discussion ensued on the fact that there was a church group who used the Music Park property every week for services.

Commissioner Taylor asked Mr. Cornett if visitors could bring alcohol onto the Music Park premises.  Mr. Cornett responded that they could, and there had been no major problem thus far.

Commissioner Hatch complimented Mr. Cornett and his staff on their presentation.  He then added that Suwannee County ranked 9th in alcohol-related deaths within the State.  Commissioner Hatch asked how that could be, and asked how other dry counties ranked.  Ms. White responded with a portion of her presentation that she had omitted in the sake of time.  She stated that “wet” counties had a lower percentage of alcohol-related accidents than “dry” counties, with Suwannee County higher than most counties in the number of alcohol-related deaths.

Discussion ensued on the definitions of “dry” and “wet” counties.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Ms. White if she had taken into account the number of roads that Suwannee County had compared to other counties, noting that of the counties Ms. White had shown, Suwannee County had two or three times’ as many roads as the others.  Ms. White responded that her statistics were based upon information received at the State level and did not know if miles of roads had been taken into account.

Commissioner Hatch stated that Suwannee County’s higher alcohol-related accident rate was possibly because of the twenty or twenty-five miles some people traveled to get their alcohol.

Ms. White stated that she had not studied the sociological effects of alcohol sales on citizens, but felt that the long distance required to purchase alcohol on Sundays or hard liquors on any day was much of the reason for Suwannee County’s increased accidents.

Commissioner Caruthers apologized to those present because of the crowding within the City Hall Council Meeting Room.

Chairman Poole stated that effort was put forth to find a more acceptable meeting place, but because of the County’s lack of space, nothing better had been found.

Chairman Poole called a recess at 9:05 p.m.

October 15, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida

9:12 p.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order and set ground rules for public comments.  He stated that there were 90 signatures for and 90 signatures against the proposed change to the ordinance.  Chairman Poole stated that those opposed to the proposed ordinance would speak first.

Mr. Eddie Robinson of White Springs stated that there was nothing about alcohol that was good, and an increase in alcohol sales would bring in other abusive elements.

Mr. Larry Strickland of Live Oak stated that he worked in the funeral home business, and most of the vehicle deaths he had serviced dealt with alcohol.  He stated that the only other business that would be positively affected by Sunday sales would be the funeral home business.  Mr. Strickland added that love of money was the root of evil, and this was all he had heard from those in favor of the alcohol sales.

Mr. Norman Anders of Live Oak stated that he had arrived in Suwannee County before there was alcohol of any sort, and described several family members that had been negatively affected by alcohol.  He added that more than 80% of the Vivid Visions shelter’s occupants were there because of alcohol.  Mr. Anders stated that domestic violence shelters in the area would need additional funding if alcohol was sold on Sundays.

(Tape 3, Side 1)

Mr. Anders stated that it was the people of Suwannee County that elected the commissioners, and they should follow their citizens’ wishes.

Mr. Paul Langford, Jr. of Live Oak stated that much had been spoken of about the economy of Remerton and Lake City, and stated that the main reason for growth in those places was because of the nearness of major interstates that traveled through them, not alcohol sales.  Mr. Langford stated that he and his wife enjoyed going to the Spirit of the Suwannee, but the main reason Sundays were not as profitable as Saturdays was because of visitors going home in order to be at work on Mondays.

Mr. Donald Welsh of McAlpin stated that he was glad of the opportunity to speak, and the commissioners needed to remember that the citizens of Suwannee County elected them.  He added that on Sundays, peoples should be at worship services, not drinking alcohol at music concerts.  Mr. Welsh added that he had lived in a town in Kentucky similar to Live Oak, and it had the dubious distinction of having the worst alcohol-related accident (with 25 deaths) within the nation.  He stated that there had been dozens of fatalities within Suwannee County because of alcohol.

Mrs. Joanne Young of Live Oak stated that it was an oxymoron that Mr. Cornett had stated that he wished to have more youth-related activities, but then wished to sell alcohol on Sundays.  Mrs. Young stated that one of her daughters lived just outside of the park, and on numerous occasions drunks had decided to trespass on her property.  She stated that the County would not receive much benefit from alcohol sales, as much of the payment to vendors was made through illegal cash deposits that could not be assessed taxes.

Mr. Bruce Baird of Live Oak did not understand why the issue was not being placed upon the ballot.  He stated that he had been raised in Ft. Lauderdale, and now deemed it a “Sodom and Gomorrah,” where the love of money was greater to the commissioners there than being moral.  Mr. Baird stated that there were probably a number of people from outside the County that had been brought in to speak in favor the amendment.

Mrs. Katherine Baird deferred her time to Mr. Jim Robinett.

Mr. Robinett stated that on Sundays, his church’s ministry at Spirit of the Suwannee would have as many as 150 people when the day’s event was family oriented, but practically no one when it was a predominantly alcohol-related event.  Mr. Robinett reminded the Board that the State had been told that the Florida Lottery would cure Florida’s educational woes, and indicated that it had not.  He added that the longer people drink, the larger the problem became.

Mr. Edward Baird, Jr. of Live Oak stated that he had grown up in Ft. Lauderdale, which at the time (1950s) was much like Live Oak is now, and saw what alcohol had done to that city.  He stated that the same thing would happen to Live Oak, and that more people may be brought into the County, but so too would there be more alcoholics.

Mr. Bart Wilson of McAlpin asked that the commissioners examine their hearts to determine what is right, not what makes money.  Mr. Wilson stated that he was in favor of Mr. Cornett and his business, but not what they stood for in regards to alcohol use.  He stated that a Christian would not stand for bringing the alcohol sales into the County.  Mr. Wilson wished that Suwannee County were totally dry, with no alcoholic sales period.

Mr. Douglas Monroe of McAlpin declined to speak.

Mr. Jimmy Bass of Live Oak stated that there was nothing good that came from alcohol.  He stated that he had not been raised in a Christian home, and saw nothing good from alcohol.  Mr. Bass added that the commissioners answered to a higher authority than people from big cities coming into Live Oak.

Mr. Toby Martin of Live Oak stated that he had attended the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park on numerous occasions, and had never tasted alcohol.  He stated that as a youth minister, he had to teach the County’s youth and adults how to live rightly.

Mr. Danny Linton of Live Oak stated that he had run a recycling center for several years.  He stated that he knew many economically disadvantaged people within the County, and knew numerous instances in which alcohol was to blame.  Mr. Linton asked County Attorney Airth why the subject did not fall under a supervote (in which all commissioners had to vote in the affirmative), as he felt that the commissioners had been bought out by the Spirit of the Suwannee owners.

Mr. Rudy Whitehurst of Dowling Park stated that some of the numbers discussed tonight had no basis for fact.  He mentioned the recently indicted Arthur Anderson Accounting Firm as one example of padded numbers.  Mr. Whitehurst discussed several of the figures mentioned, including the amount of roads and revenues from alcohol sales.  He also wondered how many alcohol-related accidents were within five miles of a person’s home.  Mr. Whitehurst questioned why a diabetic entertainer mentioned earlier (James Brown) did not have food with him, as any normal diabetic would have some type of food with him at all times.

Ms. Betty Dempsey of Live Oak stated that the citizens of Suwannee County had elected the commissioners, and hoped that the Board would do what was right.  She stated that she had seen numerous examples of alcohol-related accidents, adding that in Texas, a drunk driver killed a person every 15 seconds.  Ms. Dempsey further discussed several recent deaths within Suwannee County that were due to alcohol.  She asked why citizens lived in Suwannee County, adding that voters had already made the County dry in the past.  Ms. Dempsey stated that Commissioner Taylor had already been voted out of office, as he had not represented the people of his district.

Mr. J. H. Brown of Live Oak stated that he had run for commissioner in the past, and had lost by two votes.  He stated that he would have liked to be in the commissioners’ seats tonight, as he would vote against the ordinance without a second thought.  Mr. Brown suggested that the commissioners listen to their hearts, not to people from the big cities.

Ms. Teresa Lewellyn of Live Oak stated that she did not want Suwannee County to be like Ft. Lauderdale or Tampa.  She stated that perhaps the Spirit of the Suwannee attracted those who drank alcohol, and this may be the reason why accident rates were up within the County.  Ms. Lewellyn added that the County would need to spend large amounts of money to attempt and clean up the detrimental effects of alcohol.  She stated that most of the letters read by Ms. White and others were written by people who did not even live in Suwannee County, and she wondered how much money from these concerts and alcohol sales went to Suwannee County.

Mrs. Kerry Palmer of Live Oak stated that she was against extended sales of alcohol, adding that both she and her husband had lived in Suwannee County except for their time in college.  Mrs. Palmer stated that Live Oak had a “Mayberry” type atmosphere (of the Andy Griffith Show), and even Otis (the town drunk on the Andy Griffith Show) didn’t drink on Sundays.  She felt that the family unit was the real jewel of Suwannee County, not the Spirit of the Suwannee, and it should remain that way.

Mr. John Palmer of Live Oak thanked the Board for allowing him to speak, and stated that the commissioners had the temptation of money in front of them.  He suggested that the commissioners go the narrow and right way, and choose to deny Sunday sales of alcohol.

Mr. Benjamin Fry of White Springs discussed the numerous negative affects of alcohol on the community.  He wondered why intelligent people could not bring in revenue other than that related to alcohol.

Mr. Colin Dempsey of Live Oak stated that just because someone stated that he or she were a Christian did not mean that they were.  He mentioned several recent accidents that had killed Suwannee County citizens.

(Tape 3, Side 2)

Ms. Charlotte Kay Fite of Live Oak stated that her family had moved to Suwannee County because of its family atmosphere, without alcohol and strip joints.  She stated that the Music Park brought to the River and on its nature trails carriages full of drunks, and her family could not walk the trails now.

Mrs. Kay Butler of Live Oak stated that she was here on behalf of Terrell Acre, a young man killed by a drunk driver less than ten years ago.  She asked the Board if they would do the right thing and vote no on the proposed ordinance.

Mr. Ernie Butler of Live Oak wondered if the Spirit of the Suwannee would provide limousine service for the numerous drunks that would otherwise be driving on US 129 and elsewhere.  He stated that the Board had the responsibility to provide for the safety of its citizens.

Mr. Jack Lewellyn of Live Oak stated that he and his wife had moved from Manatee and Sarasota Counties, counties that had a high crime and accident rate.  He also mentioned that despite what backers of the amendment said, additional infrastructure would be necessary to provide services.  Mr. Lewellyn added that his former home counties now had to purchase water for their citizens, and that there were several national food chains that did not serve alcohol that could come to Suwannee County if the Board allowed them.

Ms. Donna Thornton of Live Oak stated that she was a new resident of Suwannee County, and had chosen it because of its morals and “dry” status.  She stated that her home in Duval County had been constantly harassed because of alcohol-related incidents that increased crime rates.

Mr. Fred Watson of Live Oak thanked the Board for allowing him to speak as well as the support of those against the amendment.  Mr. Watson stated that he did not understand the purpose of the meeting, as this issue should have been placed on a ballot for the people to decide.  He asked why five men were going to decide the future of the County, and felt that there may be a reluctance to put the issue on the ballot because it had been soundly defeated numerous times in the past.  Mr. Watson again asked why the issue had not been placed on the ballot.  He added that he had received information that the proponents of the amendment would be having a victory celebration after the meeting, and wondered why they thought that it would be a done deal.

Ms. Mary Mizell of Live Oak was not present.

Ms. Erica Linton of Live Oak suggested that the commissioners make the right decision, adding that Mr. Cornett had purchased the Spirit of the Suwannee immediately after a referendum had voted down “wet” county status by a large margin.  She questioned where the benefits were to Suwannee County by increased alcohol sales.  Ms. Linton stated that her State research on alcohol-related statistics showed in fact that Suwannee County was 41st in the per capita percentage of alcohol-related deaths.  She stated that the County was growing despite its status as a “dry” county, and alcohol sales on Sundays would not bring additional revenue to the County.  Ms. Linton then described the breakdown of revenue from alcoholic beverage sales, and asked that Commissioner Udell divulge where the illegal alcohol sales he referred to were taking place so that the proper authorities could be notified.

Mr. George Langford of Live Oak deferred his time to Mr. Jerry Scarborough, former Clerk of Court.

Mr. Scarborough of Live Oak stated that this meeting was put together too quickly, and many people had spent two hours listening to a presentation for the changing of the County’s ordinance on alcohol sales.  He stated that given more space, there would be many people that would be present against changing the County’s alcohol policy.  Mr. Scarborough further asked that the side against the amendment be given the same amount of time as Mr. Cornett and his staff (nearly two hours).  He further wondered why this issue was even being brought up as an item on the agenda, as there was much more to Suwannee County than alcohol sales.  Mr. Scarborough felt that just as many would go to a family-oriented park as one that served alcohol.  He mentioned the fact that college athletic games had intelligently decided that alcohol should not be sold at their events, and suggested that the Board take a similar stand.  Mr. Scarborough mentioned the fact that Suwannee River Water Management had helped the Board of County Commissioners to clean up numerous springs within the County and made alcoholic beverages illegal there, and there was a reason for it.

Mr. Wilbur Wood of Live Oak stated that if the Board voted to allow alcohol sales on Sundays, it would be the first of many negative changes to the County.  He added that Mr. Cornett had stated that he wished to be a good neighbor, yet wished to bring in additional alcohol.  Mr. Wood stated that many citizens of Suwannee County had moved here because of the negative affects of alcohol in their former communities.

Ms. Vivian Leggett of Live Oak was not present.

Commissioner Udell asked if there was any need for the Chairman to continue with the numerous public comments, as he felt that the majority wished that the issue would be decided on the ballot.

Chairman Poole stated that it was a public hearing, and the only way that the public comments would cease was for the original applicant to withdraw the item from the agenda.

Chairman Poole called a recess at 10:43 p.m.
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10:57 p.m.


Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order and stated that because of time constraints, repetitious comments would not be accepted from either side of the issue.


Mr. Jim Robinett asked the Board to vote against the amendment, and suggested that the Board decide to do nothing so that the issue would be placed on a ballot.

Commissioner Caruthers asked County Attorney Airth what would be required for the Board to allow the issue to be placed on the ballot as well as the question of a supervote.  County Attorney Airth responded that the issue did not require a supervote.  He added that the Board could deny the request tonight and pass a resolution in order for the issue to go before the people, but it would not be on this year’s ballot.

Ms. Sharon Richardson was not present.

Mr. Brian Metzger of Live Oak stated that his family had moved to Suwannee County because of its family values, adding that 85% of domestic violence and shattered homes was due to alcohol.  He added that the Florida Sheriffs’ Boys’ Ranch had just had a large event over the last weekend, and thousands of people had gone despite the fact that no alcohol was served.  Mr. Metzger suggested that it was the Board’s responsibility to make the right decision.

Mrs. Melissa Richard of Live Oak was appalled that the issue had come up again, since it had been voted down less than ten years before.  She wondered why people could not get by with six days’ worth of alcohol.  Mrs. Richard stated that she was the daughter of Mrs. Joanne Young (who had spoken earlier) and had been forced to move away from near the Music Park because of the number of drunks who trespassed on her residential property.

Mr. Richard Perry stated that when Mr. Corbett had come to Suwannee County, he knew the restrictions on alcohol, but was now trying to change the rules.  He added that the commissioners were supposed to be the citizen’s voices, not make choices on their own.  Mr. Perry stated that plans were underway for a Bible Conference Center near US 129 and Interstate-10, and this was the type of activity that the citizens wanted.

Mr. Dennis Martin of Live Oak asked if any of the commissioners had been promised money in exchange for their votes.

Chairman Poole stated that Mr. Martin was out of line and asked him to leave the podium.

Mr. Ray Madren of Live Oak stated that the sale of alcohol on Sundays would support the Music Park and its vendors, not Suwannee County.  He mentioned several instances of huge tourist attractions that had a negative impact upon the locals.

Former County commissioner Donald Odom stated that he was a diabetic, but had sense enough to carry around food with him wherever he went.  He asked if the Board wanted a party County, and asked that on behalf of the Branford Rotory Club and Advent Christian Church, the Board deny the ordinance.

Ms. Jeannette Fowler of Live Oak felt that this issue was not a done deal, and asked that the Board give the issue to the people.

Former County commissioner Ivie Fowler of Dowling Park stated that he had been a commissioner when Mr. Cornett had purchased the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park, and had known then that alcohol was not sold on Sunday.  Mr. Fowler asked that the Board allow the citizens to vote on the issue.

Ms. Rachel Davis of Live Oak discussed the County’s various businesses and the affect alcohol had upon the County’s infrastructure.

Mr. Roger Davis of Live Oak reminded the Board that Hamilton County was a wet county, and was less prosperous than Suwannee County.  He stated that he had lived in Polk County when it was dry, and there was an increase in crime when it became a wet county.

Ms. Kathy Lamb Hall was not present.

Mrs. Cathy Turner of Live Oak stated that her family moved from Ft. Lauderdale in 1963, after alcohol had nearly destroyed her family.  She stated that many military families were torn apart by alcohol.  Mrs. Turner stated that the Wild Adventures Theme Park in Valdosta brought in major performers every weekend, adding that the Park did not allow alcohol to even be brought in, but had prospered nevertheless.

Mr. Jeffery Turner of Live Oak deferred his time to Alfred Linton.

Ms. Virignia Foley of Live Oak stated that she had a similar experience to that of Mrs. Turner, and had seen what happened to people when they drank alcohol.

Mr. Daniel Clark was not present.

Mr. Billy Thrasher of Live Oak stated that his family had been detrimentally affected by alcohol, and commended the Spirit of the Suwannee for their various events.  He added that the Music Park had done all of this without selling alcohol on Sundays.  Mr. Thrasher was concerned with the snowball affect of selling alcohol on Sundays, which could be expanded to 24 hours a day, 7 days a week selling of beer, then move on to becoming a wet county.  He stated that economics was not the main issue, but what was right.

Ms. Carolyn Butler of Live Oak felt that the citizens should live healthy, productive lives, and alcohol was not appropriate with a family-oriented society.  She asked when alcohol had ever produced a family-oriented situation.

Mr. Dick Harrison of Live Oak was insulted and embarrassed that he had been told that he could not be entertained without alcohol, nor eat at a good restaurant without alcohol.  Mr. Harrison stated that when vendors could purchase beer for $0.50 and sell it for $3.00, he did not need enemies.

Mr. Gary Williams of Live Oak stated that he had lived in Dade County for forty years, and had returned to Suwannee County because of its family-oriented society.  He stated that some of the reasons he had moved back to Suwannee County were that hard liquor was not served, nor was alcohol of any type served on Sundays.  Mr. Williams stated that alcohol led to an increase in many types of crimes.  He suggested that the Board vote down the proposed ordinances, or at least allow the voters to do so.

Mrs. Monica Baker of Live Oak, wife of former commissioner Barry Baker, hoped that the Board would not be swayed by self-interests and would make the right decision.  She stated that there were businesses within the County that had succeeded despite not serving alcohol.  She then deferred the rest of her time to Mr. Metzger.

Mr. Metzger asked Mr. Cornett if he had the integrity to withdraw the issue and allow the voters to decide.

Mr. C. V. Taylor of Live Oak stated that he lived by the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park, and had been awakened several times in the middle of the night by people at the Park who did not know when to be quiet.  He added that he was constantly cleaning empty beer cans from his property.

School Board Member Jerry Taylor of Live Oak thanked Mr. Cornett for what he had added to the County.  Mr. Taylor stated that selling alcohol on Sundays would not be a wise choice, and suggested that the Board see that the general consensus of the public was to deny the proposed ordinance.

Mr. Alfred Linton of Live Oak stated that the Board had heard from the proponents of the ordinance, and would hear from them last.  He stated that he owned recycling businesses in Taylor County, Suwannee County, and in Georgia.  Mr. Linton felt that the Board’s mind was already made up, as the commissioners were a proud group of men.  He suggested that if the commissioners did not listen to the voice of the people, tonight’s vote would not end the issue.  Mr. Linton stated that the Board could either vote with special interest groups, or vote with the people of Suwannee County.

Mr. Lee Wolfe of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. C. G. Howell of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Ronnie Lawson declined to speak.

Mr. Tim Wilkenson of Live Oak stated that he lived near the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park, and did not need to go to the Park to enjoy the music.  He stated that he picked up beer bottles and cans every week, and hoped that the Board would follow the will of the people.

Mr. Clark Raby of Live Oak stated that the issue was confused, and such national businesses as Red Lobster would not come in regardless of the Sunday sales of alcohol, as Suwannee County would still be a dry county.  Mr. Raby added that the real reason that many businesses did not enter Suwannee County was because of the impact fees to move here.

Ms. Brianne Metzger of Live Oak discussed the fact that people drinking alcohol still needed to get home somehow, and most would drive themselves.  She added that alcohol was a “gateway drug,” that usually led to the use of illicit drugs.  Ms. Metzger asked Mr. Cornett to withdraw the issue in the interest of she and the other youths of Suwannee County.

Ms. Natalie Metzger of Live Oak stated that allowing additional alcohol sales only allowed a greater opportunity for people to die.  She stated that the laws were enacted for a reason.  Ms. Metzger then asked that Mr. Cornett withdraw the issue for the sake of she and the other youths of Suwannee County.

Mr. Frank Davis of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. David Bauman was not present.

Chairman Poole called a recess at 11:59 p.m.
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Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order and returned to public comments from the opposing side of the alcohol ordinance.

Ms. Annie Wilson of Live Oak thanked the Board for allowing her to speak tonight.  She stated that she had been taken away from her family because of her parents’ alcohol abuse.  Ms. Wilson added that she had not seen her parents since she was seven, and would not do so, as they were now dead.  She stated that the beer drinkers had six other days to drink, and Christians only had one day.  Ms. Wilson stated that she had attended funerals in which drunk drivers killed several family members, and reminded the Board of the numerous acts of violence by those who drank alcohol.

There being no further comments from people opposed to the ordinance, Chairman Poole stated that the following people had asked to speak in favor of the ordinance.

Ms. Carolyn Greenleaf of Live Oak was not present.

(Tape 4, Side 2)

Ms. Barbara Haskell of Waldo stated that she stayed in Live Oak on the weekends, and felt that the alcohol sales on Sunday would be a financial help to the County.

Ms. Linda Flowers of Live Oak stated that she was for the amendment.

Mr. Phil Leipold of Live Oak felt that eight more hours of alcohol sales would not make anyone a wife-beater.

Ms. Justie Dittmore donated her time to Mr. Robert Rodriguez of PR Productions.

Mr. Rodriguez stated that growing up on the streets of New York City, he understood the effects of drugs and alcohol on society.  He stated that this was not something that would go away, and even a truly “dry” county would not root out the problems of alcohol.  Mr. Rodriguez stated that the problem with the United States was the breakdown of the family that led to many problems within the country, not the use of alcohol.   He added that growing up in a European society, wine was drunk with every meal, by adults and children alike.  Mr. Rodriguez stated that a small minority of people who abused alcohol gave the rest a bad name.

Ms. Besty Valentine of Live Oak deferred her time to Mr. Charles Cornett.

Charles Cornett, part-time resident of Live Oak (but also of Hilliard) and brother of the owner of Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park, stated that he loved the local restaurants that did not serve alcohol.  He stated that economically, large restaurant chains would not come into the County because they would not be able to sell alcohol.  Mr. Cornett added that beer sales on Sunday would allow more musical acts to perform at the Music Park.

Ms. Pat O’Shea Duddy of Live Oak stated that she had been amazed by the “Original Florida” when she had first come through the Suwannee Valley area, and had moved here because of its beauty.  She apologized for those in the public that had accused the Board of accepting bribes.

Ms. Betty Fogg of Live Oak stated that she enjoyed camping at the Music Park, and people drank all around the County, not just the Spirit of the Suwannee.  She stated that she was a Christian, that she was proud of Live Oak, and did not feel that selling alcohol on Sundays would change the County.

Mr. Jerry Jones of Live Oak felt that the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park was his home, as he lived and worked there.  He stated that he personally did not drink alcohol, and the only reason he supported alcohol sales on Sundays was because of economics.  Mr. Jones thanked the Board for their time.

Mr. David Pharr of Live Oak submitted a copy of his statement to the Board and then read it for the record in which he supported the sale of alcohol on Sundays.

Mr. Charles Cornett stated that his children enjoyed going to the Spirit of the Suwannee, and added that his brother did not receive a large salary from the park.  He added that the most recent hurricane scare had seen some 8,000 people from Florida camp at the Music Park for several days.

Mr. Ron Peacock of Live Oak was grateful that the County had an asset in its diversity and its church groups.  He felt that there was room for different opinions, religious or otherwise.  Mr. Peacock stated that probably no one would deny that problems existed with alcohol, but felt that one more day of selling alcohol would not make the problem worse.  He found offense that he was being accused of not being a Christian simply because he wanted to allow Sunday sales of alcohol.

Mr. Robert Rodriguez of Live Oak stated that he had chosen to take a risk in Suwannee County with the Florida Renaissance Festival, and was not in business for the money but because he loved his work.

Ms. Marianne St. Clair of Live Oak stated that she had recently moved to Suwannee County from south Florida, but missed many things from her former home.  She stated that there were many opportunities that the amendment would provide for the future of today’s youth, including increased revenue and opportunity to succeed.  Ms. St. Clair did not want to change the essence of Suwannee County, and did not feel that the proposed ordinance would change the community.

Mr. Marvin “Ted” Johnson of McAlpin stated that for those who had faith in their religion would not be affected by the increase of alcohol sales.  He stated that Suwannee County had a problem retaining its youth, as there were not enough employment opportunities that could support a family.  Mr. Johnson stated that the Constitution decreed a separation of church and state.

Mr. Allen Courtemanche of Live Oak stated that many things had been brought up tonight.  He stated that the topic for tonight was not about alcoholism, but whether or not alcohol should be sold on Sundays.  Mr. Courtemanche stated that the issue was economics, and alcohol sales on Sundays would help Suwannee County.

Mr. Steve Collins of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Don Allen was not present.

Mr. Greg Brown of Live Oak, representing V. B. Brown Distributors of Live Oak, did not wish to enter into a religious discussion.  He stated that he was looking at the issue merely as one of economics, and discussed a recent gas tax increase adopted by the Board.  Mr. Brown stated that there had been numerous national restaurant chains that had decided not to build in Suwannee County because of the lack of Sunday sales of alcohol.  He stated that the problem with alcohol was not the drink itself, but instead with those who abused it.

Mr. Scott Matheson of Valdosta, Georgia was not present.

Ms. Henrietta Watson of Jacksonville Beach stated that she did not drink alcohol.  She mentioned that she had only recently moved to Jacksonville Beach from Suwannee County, and was concerned with the County.  Ms. Watson stated that she grew up in St. Petersburg around alcohol, but had been taught from a young age not to abuse it.  She stated that alcohol did not make an abuser, and it was just used as an excuse for some.  Ms. Watson was offended that she had been called unchristian because she wished to extend alcohol sales.

Mr. Glenn Bechel of McAlpin stated that he had spent twenty years in the navy protecting the rights of everyone present.  He felt that each person should be responsible for himself or herself, and it was his right to buy alcohol on Sundays if he so chose.

Mr. Mark Brown of Tallahassee was not present.

Mr. Marshall Lowe of Gainesville was not present.

Mr. Scott Auld of St. Petersburg, promoter for the Florida Renaissance Festival, stated that alcohol did not kill people, but people killed people.  He stated that he was not in his business for the money, because there was not much.

Mr. Fred Wilson of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. William Rennaker of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Carl Glattie declined to speak because of the late hour.

Mr. Randy Judy of Jacksonville Beach stated that the United States Constitution had been written with the separation of church and state.  He stated that he was the child of an alcoholic, but the larger issue was what was best for Suwannee County.  Mr. Judy felt that amending the ordinance to allow Sunday sales would be best for the County.

Mr. Bill Geyer of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Wayne Littrell of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Jay Vass of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Clyde Evans of Live Oak stated that he had moved into the County in 1996, and felt that the consumption of alcohol should be everyone’s right on any day of the week.

Mr. Lloyd Pierce of Lake City stated that alcohol was not the problem, but the person who abused it.  He suggested that the Board should not be afraid of change, and he was the son of an alcoholic.  Mr. Pierce stated that every person had his or her own personal choice to make concerning alcohol.

Chairman Poole called a short recess at 1:29 a.m.
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Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

Mr. Thomas McInvale of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Michael Chandler of Live Oak stated that he was born and raised in Suwannee County and was a member of the Council for Progress.  Mr. Chandler stated that the issue was not one of religion, but one of economics.  He stated that many people would benefit by alcohol sales on Sundays, and it would help to reduce the number of local businesses that were closing.  Mr. Chandler asked that the Board support the amended ordinance.

Mr. Amos Hill of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Brian Smith of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Greg Pehrsen of Wellborn was not present.

Mr. Cecil Moody of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Darrell Brooks of Fruit Cove stated that he spent approximately one third of his time in Suwannee County, and asked that the Board support amending the current ordinance.

Mr. John Brooks of Live Oak stated that he had recently moved to Suwannee County and asked that the Board adopt the amended ordinance.

Ms. Cheryl Evans of Live Oak felt that it was an American right to purchase alcohol on Sunday or whatever day one so chose.

Mr. Terry Allen of Live Oak read into the record a letter written by former Live Oak mayor A. P. “Buddy” Nott in favor of extending alcohol sales.

Ms. Ethel Dudley of Live Oak stated that she was in favor of the proposed ordinance.

Ms. Martie Erskine of Live Oak was not present.

Ms. Ellen Cory of Live Oak stated that alcohol has been in Suwannee County for many years.  She stated that she did not drink, but felt that it was up to each person to choose.

Mr. Terry Dudley of Live Oak stated that he was in favor of the proposed ordinance.

Mr. Wylan Green of Live Oak was not present.

Ms. Melissa Blount of Live Oak deferred her time to Mr. Steve von Hassau, technical director for the Florida Renaissance Festival.

Mr. von Hassau stated that most of the work in the Music Park was due to local vendors.  He stated that the right to drink was one of an American citizen’s rights.  Mr. von Hassau discussed the various benefits his company provided to counties.

Ms. Susan Garrison of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Kenneth Cooper of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Bradley Erenstoft of Ft. Lauderdale stated that he worked with the Florida Renaissance Festival, and people would not come to events unless alcohol was served on Sundays.  He stated that he was not willing to eat in Suwannee County on Sundays because alcohol was not served.

Mr. Louis Simpson of Live Oak was not present.

Ms. Peggy Soules Evans of Live Oak was not present.

Ms. Janet Cory of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Jason Ressignol of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Michael Landis of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Mike Brown of Live Oak stated that he had moved to Suwannee County less than a year ago from California.  He stated that the selling of alcohol on Sundays would help support the Music Park.

Mr. Jason Waters of Live Oak was not present.

Ms. Heather Keblatis of O’Brien was not present.

Mr. Joseph Roberts of O’Brien was not present.

Ms. Tracy Castle of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Kevin Williams of Lake City was not present.

Ms. Amanda Lamb of Lake City was not present.

Mr. Jerry Corbett of Live Oak was not present.

Ms. Sandy Green of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Wayne Blevins of Live Oak, formerly of St. Petersburg, considered himself a Christian, but felt that alcohol sales on Sundays would not harm the County.  He stated that Sunday alcohol sales would allow additional staff at the Music Park.

Ms. Kimberly Ann Tingle of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Charles Watson of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Andy Fullbright of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Greg Ray of Ft. White was not present.

Ms. Melissa Cory of Live Oak felt that the proposed ordinance would allow more revenue for the County.

Mr. Roger Holcomb of Live Oak was not present.

Ms. Megan Perez of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Paul Kim, Jr. of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Brian Vreland of Live Oak was not present.

Mr. Jon Costello waived his time but stated that he supported the ordinance.

Mr. Blake Ponichella waived his time but stated that he supported the ordinance.

Ms. Juanita Torres was not present.

Ms. Maritza Torres was not present.

Mr. Paul Cadiga was not present.

There being no further comments, Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that Mr. Brown of V. P. Brown had wished for the gas tax issue to be voted upon by ballot.  Commissioner Caruthers felt that the issue should be brought before the people, although he knew where the majority of local residents stood on the issue.  He felt that as a commissioner, he should vote the will of the people.

Commissioner Caruthers therefore moved to deny (adoption of an ordinance amending Chapter 6 of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County).  The motion died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Udell felt that one side had discussed the negative effects of alcoholism.  He stated that the issue was for more or less time for selling alcohol in Suwannee County, and felt that there would be no more alcohol in Suwannee County because of the proposed ordinance.  He clarified that citizens could purchase alcohol across the County line already.  Commissioner Udell stated that there had been suggestions that some of the Board had accepted bribes from Mr. Cornett, or that the commissioners’ souls were in jeopardy.  He stated that America had always risen to the occasion to provide equality to its citizens, and mentioned civil rights as an example.  Commissioner Udell did not think that the County should divide over alcohol, adding that Mr. Cornett and his family had added immensely to Suwannee County’s tourism attraction.  He added that lengthening the time alcohol was sold would not increase alcoholism within the County.  Commissioner Udell mentioned that the Board would not ask the public to give up their guns or cars because people are killed while using them.

Commissioner Hatch stated that both sides of the issue had offended him, the one side for proposing a victory party before the meeting had even started, the other for insinuating that Mr. Cornett had bribed the Board.

(Tape 5, Side 2)


Commissioner Hatch stated that alcoholism was a sickness, and that he had taken an Oath of Office to uphold the Constitution of the State of Florida.  Commissioner Hatch then discussed the separation of church and state, and that man had a free will to chose what they wished.  He then discussed several tenants of the proposed ordinance to which he did not totally agree.  Commissioner Hatch stated that he had come to the conclusion that the consumption of alcohol (beer) only on the premises would be more beneficial for Suwannee County than by selling alcohol for off-site consumption.

Discussion ensued on wording of the proposed ordinance to include or exclude certain groups from selling alcohol.

Commissioner Caruthers clarified that the suggestions made to the proposed ordinance would apparently eliminate convenience stores and other small businesses from selling alcohol on Sundays.

Further discussion ensued on the proposed wording of the ordinance.

Commissioner Hatch suggested that the wording would allow the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park to sell alcohol on Sundays, but not convenience stores or small restaurants.

Commissioner Udell and Commissioner Taylor felt that the Board should be fair to all businesses.

Chairman Poole read the proposed ordinance in its entirety.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that the public had been given the opportunity to speak, and it was apparent that the majority did not wish to have the changes to the County’s current laws.

Commissioner Caruthers again moved to deny adopting the ordinance.  The motion again died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Hatch apologized to the public for the length of time the meeting had lasted, and also apologized for his strong words about persons whose family members were alcoholics.


Commissioner Udell moved to adopt an ordinance [amending Chapter 6 of the Codified Ordinances, adding a phrase at the end of Section 6.2 C to equal the language of the proceeding paragraphs (“shall be permitted on Monday through Saturday, inclusive”)].  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  Chairman Poole stated that based only upon religious grounds, he would vote no to the amendment.  However, he understood the financial aspect of allowing some alcohol sales.  The motion failed 2-3, with Commissioner Hatch, Commissioner Caruthers, and Chairman Poole opposed.


Commissioner Hatch wished to bring the issue back up for discussion.

Commissioner Caruthers asked for a point of order, and County Attorney Airth stated that any of the commissioners who had voted in the majority could move to bring the issue back up for discussion.

Commissioner Hatch moved to reconsider the issue (of modifying Chapter 6 of the Codified Ordinances to allow Sunday sales of alcohol).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.

Chairman Poole called a recess at 3:05 a.m.

October 15, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida

3:12 a.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

Commissioner Udell stated that Commissioner Hatch’s proposal to allow alcohol sales on Sundays for certain businesses and for on-premise consumption only would be a compromise for everyone.


Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt an ordinance amending Chapter 6 of the Codified Ordinances, adding a phrase at the end of Section 6.2 C to equal the language of the proceeding paragraphs (“shall be permitted on Monday through Saturday, inclusive”), striking part of Section 6.2 A dealing with the sale of alcohol by package stores other than convention centers (ie. the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park) or businesses which met the requirements of Section 6.2 B on Sundays, and also striking that part of Section 6.2 C dealing with allowing the selling of packaged alcohol for off-premises consumption.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  County Attorney Airth noted that that the wording of the motion would allow the Spirit of the Suwannee to sell alcohol for on-premise consumption on Sundays, whether or not there was a scheduled event.  Commissioner Hatch clarified that the selling of alcohol would be at events.  After further discussion that alcohol could be sold for on-premise consumption in convention centers or those places that met the requirements of Section 6.2 B, and reading of the proposed ordinance as now worded, the motion carried 3-2, with Commissioner Caruthers and Chairman Poole opposed.  (See Ordinance No. 2003-01)

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Poole recessed the meeting at 3:24 a.m., to return on Thursday, October 17th at 10:00 a.m.  
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