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September 23, 2003

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a workshop and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Commissioner Jerry Poole, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, and Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, were not present.


The purpose of the meeting was to meet with Suwannee River Water Management District Staff regarding requirements in subdivisions related to water and flood control.


Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order and asked for County Engineer Frank Darabi to address the issues.


Mr. Darabi addressed the issues of potential water retention and flooding and stated that elevations would be required on subdivision plats in the future.  He mentioned the need to address this issue in the Land Development Regulations (LDR) as they are amended.  Mr. Darabi also noted that even though plats would have the flood information, there would still be a need for owners to acknowledge the information via affidavit when applying for a building permit.  If they choose to build in a questionable area, they should be required to sign a waiver.  The affidavits and waivers should then be recorded in the County’s Official Records, absolving the County of liability.

Mr. Jerry Scarborough, Water Management Executive Director, stated that the scenario Mr. Darabi was describing must be outside the 100-year flood plain, as FEMA requirements could not be waived.  Mr. Darabi responded that this was correct.

Mr. Darabi suggested that the plat requirements should account for all water circumstances within a certain distance of a subdivision’s boundaries as well as within the subdivision.  He suggested that the County would need to adopt an ordinance addressing fill for foundations or lot elevation with provisions for enforcement.  Mr. Darabi emphasized that the issue was to regulate fill, not prevent its use outright.

Mr. Scarborough suggested that new building permits should require floor elevations.  He added that ultimately the regulations would require individual site plans.


County Coordinator Johnny G. Wooley stated that the current LDR require site plans, but the County did not follow the LDR and require the plans.  He also addressed the issue of requiring the disclosure of the possibility of sinkholes on future plats.  County Coordinator Wooley suggested having public hearings and meeting with Building and Construction Associations so as not to surprise anyone with the new regulations.


Chairman Hatch agreed that stakeholder input should be sought and put everyone with an interest on advanced notice.  Every one was in agreement.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Hatch adjourned the workshop at 9:50 a.m.
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